OEBPS/fill_in_debug_log.txt
=== FILL-IN SCRIPT DEBUG LOG ===



--- Block #1 (pre) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<pre></pre>



[SKIPPED] Reason: Contains only link(s) with no extra text => skipping



----------



--- Block #2 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p><br/><br/></p>



[SKIPPED] Reason: Contains only link(s) with no extra text => skipping



----------



--- Block #3 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p><br/><br/></p>



[SKIPPED] Reason: Contains only link(s) with no extra text => skipping



----------



--- Block #4 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p><br/> <br/></p>



[SKIPPED] Reason: Contains only link(s) with no extra text => skipping



----------



--- Block #5 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p><br/> <br/></p>



[SKIPPED] Reason: Contains only link(s) with no extra text => skipping



----------



--- Block #6 (blockquote) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<blockquote><div>

<p class="toc"><span class="xhtml_big"><b>CONTENTS</b></span></p>

<p><br/> <a class="pginternal" href="#link2HCH0001"> CHAPTER I: </a>  Jerry Muskrat  

        Has A Fright <br/><br/> <a class="pginternal" href="#link2HCH0002"> CHAPTER II: </a>   

        The Convention At The Big Rock <br/><br/> <a class="pginternal" href="#link2HCH0003">

        CHAPTER III: </a>   The Oracle Of The Smiling Pool <br/><br/>

<a class="pginternal" href="#link2HCH0004"> CHAPTER IV: </a>   Grandfather Frog's  

        Plan <br/><br/> <a class="pginternal" href="#link2HCH0005"> CHAPTER V: </a>   A  

        Busy Day At The Smiling Pool <br/><br/> <a class="pginternal" href="#link2HCH0006"> CHAPTER

        VI: </a>   Farmer Brown's Boy Is Puzzled <br/><br/> <a class="pginternal" href="#link2HCH0007"> CHAPTER VII: </a>   Jerry Muskrat Makes  

        A Discovery <br/><br/> <a class="pginternal" href="#link2HCH0008"> CHAPTER VIII: </a>   

        Grandfather Frog Watches His Toes <br/><br/> <a class="pginternal" href="#link2HCH0009">

        CHAPTER IX: </a>   The Laughing Brook Stops Laughing <br/><br/>

<a class="pginternal" href="#link2HCH0010"> CHAPTER X: </a>   Why The World  

        Seemed Upside Down To Jerry Muskrat <br/><br/> <a class="pginternal" href="#link2HCH0011">

        CHAPTER XI: </a>   Five Heads Together <br/><br/> <a class="pginternal" href="#link2HCH0012"> CHAPTER XII: </a>   A Hunt For Trouble  

        <br/><br/> <a class="pginternal" href="#link2HCH0013"> CHAPTER XIII: </a>   Ol'  

        Mistah Buzzard Sees Something <br/><br/> <a class="pginternal" href="#link2HCH0014">

        CHAPTER XIV: </a>   Spotty The Turtle Keeps Right On Going  

        <br/><br/> <a class="pginternal" href="#link2HCH0015"> CHAPTER XV: </a>   What  

        Spotty The Turtle Found <br/><br/> <a class="pginternal" href="#link2HCH0016"> CHAPTER XVI:

        </a>   The Pond In The Green Forest <br/><br/> <a class="pginternal" href="#link2HCH0017"> CHAPTER XVII: </a>   Who Had Made The  

        Strange Pond? <br/><br/> <a class="pginternal" href="#link2HCH0018"> CHAPTER XVIII: </a>   

        Jerry Muskrat's Big Cousin <br/><br/> <a class="pginternal" href="#link2HCH0019"> CHAPTER

        XIX: </a>   Jerry Muskrat Has A Busy Day <br/><br/> <a class="pginternal" href="#link2HCH0020"> CHAPTER XX: </a>   Jerry Has A Dreadful  

        Disappointment <br/><br/> <a class="pginternal" href="#link2HCH0021"> CHAPTER XXI: </a>   

        Jerry Muskrat Keeps Watch <br/><br/> <a class="pginternal" href="#link2HCH0022"> CHAPTER

        XXII: </a>   Jerry Loses His Fear <br/><br/> <a class="pginternal" href="#link2HCH0023"> CHAPTER XXIII:    </a>   

        Paddy The Beaver Does A Kind Deed <br/><br/> <a class="pginternal" href="#link2HCH0024">

        CHAPTER XXIV: </a>   A Merry Home-Going <br/><br/> <a class="pginternal" href="#link2HCH0025"> CHAPTER XXV: </a>   Paddy The Beaver  

        Decides To Stay <br/><br/></p>

</div></blockquote>



Word Count (non-anchor): 107

Chosen Prompt: long



TEXT SENT TO GPT:

<div>

<p class="toc"><span class="xhtml_big"><b>CONTENTS</b></span></p>

<p><br/> __A_TAG_PLACEHOLDER_0__  Jerry Muskrat  

        Has A Fright <br/><br/> __A_TAG_PLACEHOLDER_1__   

        The Convention At The Big Rock <br/><br/> __A_TAG_PLACEHOLDER_2__   The Oracle Of The Smiling Pool <br/><br/>

__A_TAG_PLACEHOLDER_3__   Grandfather Frog's  

        Plan <br/><br/> __A_TAG_PLACEHOLDER_4__   A  

        Busy Day At The Smiling Pool <br/><br/> __A_TAG_PLACEHOLDER_5__   Farmer Brown's Boy Is Puzzled <br/><br/> __A_TAG_PLACEHOLDER_6__   Jerry Muskrat Makes  

        A Discovery <br/><br/> __A_TAG_PLACEHOLDER_7__   

        Grandfather Frog Watches His Toes <br/><br/> __A_TAG_PLACEHOLDER_8__   The Laughing Brook Stops Laughing <br/><br/>

__A_TAG_PLACEHOLDER_9__   Why The World  

        Seemed Upside Down To Jerry Muskrat <br/><br/> __A_TAG_PLACEHOLDER_10__   Five Heads Together <br/><br/> __A_TAG_PLACEHOLDER_11__   A Hunt For Trouble  

        <br/><br/> __A_TAG_PLACEHOLDER_12__   Ol'  

        Mistah Buzzard Sees Something <br/><br/> __A_TAG_PLACEHOLDER_13__   Spotty The Turtle Keeps Right On Going  

        <br/><br/> __A_TAG_PLACEHOLDER_14__   What  

        Spotty The Turtle Found <br/><br/> __A_TAG_PLACEHOLDER_15__   The Pond In The Green Forest <br/><br/> __A_TAG_PLACEHOLDER_16__   Who Had Made The  

        Strange Pond? <br/><br/> __A_TAG_PLACEHOLDER_17__   

        Jerry Muskrat's Big Cousin <br/><br/> __A_TAG_PLACEHOLDER_18__   Jerry Muskrat Has A Busy Day <br/><br/> __A_TAG_PLACEHOLDER_19__   Jerry Has A Dreadful  

        Disappointment <br/><br/> __A_TAG_PLACEHOLDER_20__   

        Jerry Muskrat Keeps Watch <br/><br/> __A_TAG_PLACEHOLDER_21__   Jerry Loses His Fear <br/><br/> __A_TAG_PLACEHOLDER_22__   

        Paddy The Beaver Does A Kind Deed <br/><br/> __A_TAG_PLACEHOLDER_23__   A Merry Home-Going <br/><br/> __A_TAG_PLACEHOLDER_24__   Paddy The Beaver  

        Decides To Stay <br/><br/></p>

</div>



GPT RESPONSE (no anchors):

<div>

<p class="toc"><span class="xhtml_big"><b>CONTENTS</b></span></p>

<p><br/> __A_TAG_PLACEHOLDER_0__  Jerry Muskrat  

        Gets Scared <br/><br/> __A_TAG_PLACEHOLDER_1__   

        The Gathering At The Big Rock <br/><br/> __A_TAG_PLACEHOLDER_2__   The Oracle Of The Smiling Pool <br/><br/>

__A_TAG_PLACEHOLDER_3__   Grandfather Frog's  

        Scheme <br/><br/> __A_TAG_PLACEHOLDER_4__   A  

        Busy Day By The Smiling Pool <br/><br/> __A_TAG_PLACEHOLDER_5__   Farmer Brown's Boy Is Confused <br/><br/> __A_TAG_PLACEHOLDER_6__   Jerry Muskrat Makes  

        A Discovery <br/><br/> __A_TAG_PLACEHOLDER_7__   

        Grandfather Frog Observes His Toes <br/><br/> __A_TAG_PLACEHOLDER_8__   The Laughing Brook Stops Chuckling <br/><br/>

__A_TAG_PLACEHOLDER_9__   Why The World  

        Seemed Upside Down To Jerry Muskrat <br/><br/> __A_TAG_PLACEHOLDER_10__   Five Heads Together <br/><br/> __A_TAG_PLACEHOLDER_11__   A Search For Trouble  

        <br/><br/> __A_TAG_PLACEHOLDER_12__   Ol'  

        Mistah Buzzard Sees Something <br/><br/> __A_TAG_PLACEHOLDER_13__   Spotty The Turtle Keeps Right On Moving  

        <br/><br/> __A_TAG_PLACEHOLDER_14__   What  

        Spotty The Turtle Discovered <br/><br/> __A_TAG_PLACEHOLDER_15__   The Pond In The Green Forest <br/><br/> __A_TAG_PLACEHOLDER_16__   Who Created The  

        Mysterious Pond? <br/><br/> __A_TAG_PLACEHOLDER_17__   

        Jerry Muskrat's Big Cousin <br/><br/> __A_TAG_PLACEHOLDER_18__   Jerry Muskrat Has A Full Day <br/><br/> __A_TAG_PLACEHOLDER_19__   Jerry Faces A Major  

        Disappointment <br/><br/> __A_TAG_PLACEHOLDER_20__   

        Jerry Muskrat Keeps Vigil <br/><br/> __A_TAG_PLACEHOLDER_21__   Jerry Overcomes His Fear <br/><br/> __A_TAG_PLACEHOLDER_22__   

        Paddy The Beaver Performs A Kind Act <br/><br/> __A_TAG_PLACEHOLDER_23__   A Joyous Return Home <br/><br/> __A_TAG_PLACEHOLDER_24__   Paddy The Beaver  

        Chooses To Stay <br/><br/></p>

</div>



FINAL TEXT (anchors restored):

<blockquote><div>

<p class="toc"><span class="xhtml_big"><b>CONTENTS</b></span></p>

<p><br/> __A_TAG_PLACEHOLDER_0__  Jerry Muskrat  

        Gets Scared <br/><br/> __A_TAG_PLACEHOLDER_1__   

        The Gathering At The Big Rock <br/><br/> __A_TAG_PLACEHOLDER_2__   The Oracle Of The Smiling Pool <br/><br/>

__A_TAG_PLACEHOLDER_3__   Grandfather Frog's  

        Scheme <br/><br/> __A_TAG_PLACEHOLDER_4__   A  

        Busy Day By The Smiling Pool <br/><br/> __A_TAG_PLACEHOLDER_5__   Farmer Brown's Boy Is Confused <br/><br/> __A_TAG_PLACEHOLDER_6__   Jerry Muskrat Makes  

        A Discovery <br/><br/> __A_TAG_PLACEHOLDER_7__   

        Grandfather Frog Observes His Toes <br/><br/> __A_TAG_PLACEHOLDER_8__   The Laughing Brook Stops Chuckling <br/><br/>

__A_TAG_PLACEHOLDER_9__   Why The World  

        Seemed Upside Down To Jerry Muskrat <br/><br/> __A_TAG_PLACEHOLDER_10__   Five Heads Together <br/><br/> __A_TAG_PLACEHOLDER_11__   A Search For Trouble  

        <br/><br/> __A_TAG_PLACEHOLDER_12__   Ol'  

        Mistah Buzzard Sees Something <br/><br/> __A_TAG_PLACEHOLDER_13__   Spotty The Turtle Keeps Right On Moving  

        <br/><br/> __A_TAG_PLACEHOLDER_14__   What  

        Spotty The Turtle Discovered <br/><br/> __A_TAG_PLACEHOLDER_15__   The Pond In The Green Forest <br/><br/> __A_TAG_PLACEHOLDER_16__   Who Created The  

        Mysterious Pond? <br/><br/> __A_TAG_PLACEHOLDER_17__   

        Jerry Muskrat's Big Cousin <br/><br/> __A_TAG_PLACEHOLDER_18__   Jerry Muskrat Has A Full Day <br/><br/> __A_TAG_PLACEHOLDER_19__   Jerry Faces A Major  

        Disappointment <br/><br/> __A_TAG_PLACEHOLDER_20__   

        Jerry Muskrat Keeps Vigil <br/><br/> __A_TAG_PLACEHOLDER_21__   Jerry Overcomes His Fear <br/><br/> __A_TAG_PLACEHOLDER_22__   

        Paddy The Beaver Performs A Kind Act <br/><br/> __A_TAG_PLACEHOLDER_23__   A Joyous Return Home <br/><br/> __A_TAG_PLACEHOLDER_24__   Paddy The Beaver  

        Chooses To Stay <br/><br/></p>

</div></blockquote>



----------



--- Block #7 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p class="toc"><span class="xhtml_big"><b>CONTENTS</b></span></p>



Word Count (non-anchor): 1

Chosen Prompt: short



TEXT SENT TO GPT:

<span class="xhtml_big"><b>CONTENTS</b></span>



GPT RESPONSE (no anchors):

<span class="xhtml_big"><b>TABLE OF CONTENTS</b></span>



FINAL TEXT (anchors restored):

<p class="toc"><span class="xhtml_big"><b>TABLE OF CONTENTS</b></span></p>



----------



--- Block #8 (span) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<span class="xhtml_big"><b>CONTENTS</b></span>



Word Count (non-anchor): 1

Chosen Prompt: short



TEXT SENT TO GPT:

<b>CONTENTS</b>



GPT RESPONSE (no anchors):

<b>TABLE OF CONTENTS</b>



FINAL TEXT (anchors restored):

<span class="xhtml_big"><b>TABLE OF CONTENTS</b></span>



----------



--- Block #9 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p><br/> __A_TAG_PLACEHOLDER_0__  Jerry Muskrat  

        Has A Fright <br/><br/> __A_TAG_PLACEHOLDER_1__   

        The Convention At The Big Rock <br/><br/> __A_TAG_PLACEHOLDER_2__   The Oracle Of The Smiling Pool <br/><br/>

__A_TAG_PLACEHOLDER_3__   Grandfather Frog's  

        Plan <br/><br/> __A_TAG_PLACEHOLDER_4__   A  

        Busy Day At The Smiling Pool <br/><br/> __A_TAG_PLACEHOLDER_5__   Farmer Brown's Boy Is Puzzled <br/><br/> __A_TAG_PLACEHOLDER_6__   Jerry Muskrat Makes  

        A Discovery <br/><br/> __A_TAG_PLACEHOLDER_7__   

        Grandfather Frog Watches His Toes <br/><br/> __A_TAG_PLACEHOLDER_8__   The Laughing Brook Stops Laughing <br/><br/>

__A_TAG_PLACEHOLDER_9__   Why The World  

        Seemed Upside Down To Jerry Muskrat <br/><br/> __A_TAG_PLACEHOLDER_10__   Five Heads Together <br/><br/> __A_TAG_PLACEHOLDER_11__   A Hunt For Trouble  

        <br/><br/> __A_TAG_PLACEHOLDER_12__   Ol'  

        Mistah Buzzard Sees Something <br/><br/> __A_TAG_PLACEHOLDER_13__   Spotty The Turtle Keeps Right On Going  

        <br/><br/> __A_TAG_PLACEHOLDER_14__   What  

        Spotty The Turtle Found <br/><br/> __A_TAG_PLACEHOLDER_15__   The Pond In The Green Forest <br/><br/> __A_TAG_PLACEHOLDER_16__   Who Had Made The  

        Strange Pond? <br/><br/> __A_TAG_PLACEHOLDER_17__   

        Jerry Muskrat's Big Cousin <br/><br/> __A_TAG_PLACEHOLDER_18__   Jerry Muskrat Has A Busy Day <br/><br/> __A_TAG_PLACEHOLDER_19__   Jerry Has A Dreadful  

        Disappointment <br/><br/> __A_TAG_PLACEHOLDER_20__   

        Jerry Muskrat Keeps Watch <br/><br/> __A_TAG_PLACEHOLDER_21__   Jerry Loses His Fear <br/><br/> __A_TAG_PLACEHOLDER_22__   

        Paddy The Beaver Does A Kind Deed <br/><br/> __A_TAG_PLACEHOLDER_23__   A Merry Home-Going <br/><br/> __A_TAG_PLACEHOLDER_24__   Paddy The Beaver  

        Decides To Stay <br/><br/></p>



[SKIPPED] Reason: p has >5 non-anchor words, skipping



----------



--- Block #10 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p><br/> <br/></p>



[SKIPPED] Reason: Contains only link(s) with no extra text => skipping



----------



--- Block #11 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p><br/> <br/> <a id="link2HCH0001">

<!--  H2 anchor --> </a></p>



[SKIPPED] Reason: Contains only link(s) with no extra text => skipping



----------



--- Block #12 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>What had Mother Muskrat said about Farmer Brown's boy and his traps? Jerry Muskrat sat on the edge of the Big Rock and kicked his heels while he tried to remember. The truth is, Jerry hadn't paid much attention. He had been thinking about other stuff. Plus, it seemed to him that Mother Muskrat was completely ridiculous about a lot of things.</p>



[SKIPPED] Reason: p has >5 non-anchor words, skipping



----------



--- Block #13 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>“Pooh!” said Jerry, puffing out his chest, “I can handle myself without being tied to my mom's apron strings! So what if Farmer Brown's kid is setting traps around the Smiling Pool? He can't trick your Uncle Jerry. He’s not as clever as he thinks; I can outsmart him any day.” Jerry laughed to himself, recalling how he had once tricked Farmer Brown's kid into believing a big trout was on his hook.</p>



[SKIPPED] Reason: p has >5 non-anchor words, skipping



----------



--- Block #14 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>Slowly, Jerry eased into the Smiling Pool and swam over to his favorite log. Peter Rabbit poked his head over the edge of the bank. “Hey, Jerry,” he shouted, “last night I saw Farmer Brown’s boy heading this way with a bunch of traps. You’d better be careful!”</p>



[SKIPPED] Reason: p has >5 non-anchor words, skipping



----------



--- Block #15 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>“Go chase yourself, Peter Rabbit. I suppose I can take care of myself,”  

       replied Jerry, slightly annoyed.</p>



[SKIPPED] Reason: p has >5 non-anchor words, skipping



----------



--- Block #16 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>Peter made a funny face and headed towards the sweet clover patch. Just as he disappeared from view, Billy Mink and Bobby Coon came down the Laughing Brook together. They looked really excited. When they spotted Jerry Muskrat, they waved him over to where they were, and as soon as he arrived, they both started talking at the same time, and it was all about Farmer Brown's son and his traps.</p>



[SKIPPED] Reason: p has >5 non-anchor words, skipping



----------



--- Block #17 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>“You should really be careful, Jerry,” warned Billy Mink, who is quite the traveler and has had a lot of experience.</p>



[SKIPPED] Reason: p has >5 non-anchor words, skipping



----------



--- Block #18 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>“Oh, I think I can take care of myself,” Jerry said casually, and once again headed toward his favorite log. And what do you think he was thinking about as he swam? He wished he knew what a trap looked like, because despite his bragging, he didn’t even know what to watch out for. As he got closer to his favorite log, something tickled his nose. He stopped swimming to sniff and sniff. Wow, it smelled so good! And it seemed to come straight from the old log. Jerry started swimming as fast as he could. In a few minutes, he climbed onto the old log. Then Jerry rubbed his eyes three times to make sure he was seeing correctly. There were delicious pieces of carrot right in front of him.</p>



[SKIPPED] Reason: p has >5 non-anchor words, skipping



----------



--- Block #19 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>Now there’s nothing Jerry Muskrat likes more than carrots. So he didn’t stop to think about how it ended up there. He just reached for the nearest piece and ate it. Then he grabbed the next piece and ate that one too. Afterward, he did a little dance out of happiness. When he was completely out of breath, he sat down to rest. Snap! Something grabbed Jerry Muskrat by the tail! Jerry squealed in fear and pain. Oh, it hurt so much! He twisted and turned, but he was stuck and couldn’t see what had him. Then he pulled and pulled until it felt like his tail would rip off. But it didn’t. So he kept pulling, and soon enough, the thing let go so suddenly that Jerry fell headfirst into the water.</p>



[SKIPPED] Reason: p has >5 non-anchor words, skipping



----------



--- Block #20 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>When he got home, Mother Muskrat took care of his sore tail for him. “What did I tell you about traps?” she asked sternly.</p>



[SKIPPED] Reason: p has >5 non-anchor words, skipping



----------



--- Block #21 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>Jerry stopped crying. “Was that a trap?” he asked. Then he remembered that in his fear he didn't even see it. “Oh, no,” he groaned, “I wouldn't recognize one today if I ran into it.”</p>



[SKIPPED] Reason: p has >5 non-anchor words, skipping



----------



--- Block #22 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p><a id="link2HCH0002">

<!--  H2 anchor --> </a></p>



[SKIPPED] Reason: Contains only link(s) with no extra text => skipping



----------



--- Block #23 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>Jolly round, red Mr. Sun looked down on the Smiling Pool. He was so interested in what he saw that he almost forgot to keep climbing up into the blue sky. What do you think it was? It was a gathering at the Big Rock, the strangest meeting he had ever seen. Your dad would say it was a mass meeting of frustrated citizens. Maybe it was, but that’s a pretty long term. Anyway, Mother Muskrat said it was a gathering, and she should know, since she was the one who called it.</p>



[SKIPPED] Reason: p has >5 non-anchor words, skipping



----------



--- Block #24 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>Of course Jerry Muskrat was there, along with his uncles, aunts, and all his cousins. Billy Mink was there too, along with all his family, even old Grandfather Mink, who has lost most of his teeth and is a bit hard of hearing.</p>



[SKIPPED] Reason: p has >5 non-anchor words, skipping



----------



--- Block #25 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>Little Joe Otter was there, with his mom, dad, and all his relatives, even his third cousins. Bobby Coon was also there, and he had brought every Coon he knew who had ever fished in the Smiling Pool or along the Laughing Brook. And everyone looked very serious, very serious indeed.</p>



[SKIPPED] Reason: p has >5 non-anchor words, skipping



----------



--- Block #26 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>When the last one arrived, Mother Muskrat climbed up on the Big Rock and called Jerry Muskrat to join her, so everyone could see him. Then she began to speak. “Friends of the Smiling Pool and Laughing Brook,” Mrs. Muskrat started, “I’ve gathered you here to show you what happened to my son Jerry and to ask for your advice.” She paused and pointed to Jerry's injured tail. “What do you think caused that?” she asked.</p>



[SKIPPED] Reason: p has >5 non-anchor words, skipping



----------



--- Block #27 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>“Jerry's probably been in a fight and lost,” said Bobby Coon to his neighbor, because Bobby Coon is a clumsy young troublemaker and doesn’t always show the right amount of respect to those around him.</p>



[SKIPPED] Reason: p has >5 non-anchor words, skipping



----------



--- Block #28 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>Mrs. Muskrat glared at him because she had overheard the comment. Then she raised one hand to signal for silence. “Friends, it was a trap—a trap set by Farmer Brown's son! A trap to catch you, me, and our kids!” she said seriously. “It's no longer safe for our little ones to play around the Smiling Pool or along the Laughing Brook. What are we going to do about this?”</p>



[SKIPPED] Reason: p has >5 non-anchor words, skipping



----------



--- Block #29 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>Everybody stared at each other in shock. Then everyone started talking at once, and if Farmer Brown's boy could have heard everything they said about him, his face would have definitely turned beet red. In fact, I'm afraid it might have burned. What a scene! Everyone had a different opinion, and no one would listen to anyone else. Old Mr. Mink lost his cool and called Grandpa Otter a nosy know-it-all. It looked like the gathering was about to end in a nasty argument. Then Mr. Coon climbed up on the Big Rock and banged a stick to get everyone to quiet down.</p>



[SKIPPED] Reason: p has >5 non-anchor words, skipping



----------



--- Block #30 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>“I propose,” he said, “that since we can’t come to an agreement, we should tell Great-Grandfather Frog about the danger and ask for his advice, because he is very old and wise and remembers when the world was young. All in favor, please raise your right hands.”</p>



[SKIPPED] Reason: p has >5 non-anchor words, skipping



----------



--- Block #31 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>At that moment, the air was filled with hands, and everyone was friendly again. So, it was decided to call in Great-Grandfather Frog.</p>



[SKIPPED] Reason: p has >5 non-anchor words, skipping



----------



--- Block #32 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p><a id="link2HCH0003">

<!--  H2 anchor --> </a></p>



[SKIPPED] Reason: Contains only link(s) with no extra text => skipping



----------



--- Block #33 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>Grandfather Frog lounged on his big green lily pad with his eyes half-closed, looking as if he had no clue about the meeting at the Big Rock. But he actually did know, because not much happens around the Smiling Pool that he doesn’t see or at least hear about. The Merry Little Breezes, skimming here, there, and everywhere, kept him updated on everything going on, so when he spotted Jerry Muskrat and Little Joe Otter swimming toward him, he was aware of their purpose. Still, he acted really surprised when Jerry Muskrat politely said, “Good morning, Grandfather Frog.”</p>



[SKIPPED] Reason: p has >5 non-anchor words, skipping



----------



--- Block #34 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>“Good morning, Jerry Muskrat. You're up bright and early today,” replied Grandfather Frog.</p>



[SKIPPED] Reason: p has >5 non-anchor words, skipping



----------



--- Block #35 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>“If you don’t mind, they're looking for you at the Big Rock,” Jerry said.</p>



[SKIPPED] Reason: p has >5 non-anchor words, skipping



----------



--- Block #36 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>Grandfather Frog's eyes sparkled, but he made his voice deep and gruff as he replied: “Chugarum! You're a trickster, Jerry Muskrat, and Little Joe Otter is too. What prank are you trying to pull on me now?”</p>



[SKIPPED] Reason: p has >5 non-anchor words, skipping



----------



--- Block #37 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>Jerry Muskrat and Little Joe Otter looked a bit guilty because they were always trying to prank Grandfather Frog. “Honestly, Grandfather Frog, there’s no trick this time,” said Jerry. “There’s a meeting at the Big Rock to figure out how to stop Farmer Brown's boy from setting traps around the Smiling Pool and along the Laughing Brook, and everyone wants your advice since you're so old and wise. Please come.”</p>



[SKIPPED] Reason: p has >5 non-anchor words, skipping
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--- Block #38 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>Grandfather Frog adjusted his white and yellow waistcoat and pretended to think the situation over very seriously, while Jerry and Little Joe fidgeted impatiently. Finally, he spoke.</p>
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--- Block #39 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>“I’m really old, just like you said, Jerry Muskrat, and it’s a long way to the Big Rock.”</p>
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--- Block #40 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>“Climb on my back and I’ll take you over there,” said Jerry eagerly.</p>
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--- Block #41 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>“I'm worried that you'll tip me over,” replied Grandfather Frog.</p>
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--- Block #42 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>“No, I won't; just try me and see,” Jerry pleaded.</p>
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--- Block #43 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>So Grandfather Frog hopped onto Jerry Muskrat's back, and Jerry headed for the Big Rock as quickly as he could. When all the Minks, Otters, Raccoons, and Muskrats saw them coming, they cheered loudly, because Grandfather Frog is sometimes known as the oracle of the Smiling Pool. You know an oracle is someone who is very wise.</p>
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--- Block #44 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>Bobby Coon helped Grandfather Frog onto the Big Rock, and once he was settled in comfortably, Mrs. Muskrat told him everything about Farmer Brown's boy and his traps, including how Jerry got caught by the tail, and she finished by asking for his advice, since they all knew he was very wise.</p>
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--- Block #45 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>When she said this, Grandfather Frog puffed himself up until it looked like his white and yellow vest would definitely burst. He sat very still for a while, staring straight at the cheerful, round, red Mr. Sun without blinking. Then he spoke in a deep voice.</p>
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--- Block #46 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>“Tomorrow morning at sunrise, I’ll tell you what to do,” he said. And they couldn’t get another word out of him.</p>
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--- Block #47 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p><a id="link2HCH0004">

<!--  H2 anchor --> </a></p>
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--- Block #48 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>Just as Old Mother West Wind and her Merry Little Breezes came down from the Purple Hills, and jolly, round, red Mr. Sun tossed off his nightcap and started his daily climb up in the blue sky, Great-Grandfather Frog hopped up on the Big Rock in the Smiling Pool. Even though it was early, all the little creatures who live along the Laughing Brook and around the Smiling Pool were there waiting for him. Bobby Coon had discovered two traps set by Farmer Brown's boy, and Billy Mink had nearly stepped into a third. No one felt safe anymore, but no one knew what to do. So they all waited for the wise advice of Great-Grandfather Frog, who, you know, is considered very, very wise.</p>
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--- Block #49 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>Grandfather Frog cleared his throat. “Chugarum!” he said. “You need to find all the traps that Farmer Brown's boy has set.”</p>



[SKIPPED] Reason: p has >5 non-anchor words, skipping



----------



--- Block #50 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>“How are we going to do this?” asked Bobby Coon.</p>
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--- Block #51 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>“By looking for them,” replied Grandfather Frog sharply.</p>
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--- Block #52 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>Bobby Coon looked silly and quickly hid behind his mom.</p>
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--- Block #53 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>“All the raccoons and all the minks need to search along the banks of the Laughing Brook, and all the muskrats and all the otters must search along the banks of the Smiling Pool. You have to use your eyes and noses. When you find food in places you’ve never found it before, be careful! When you catch the first whiff of the human scent, be careful! Billy Mink, you’re small and quick, and your eyesight is sharp. Stay here on the Big Rock until you see Farmer Brown's boy coming. Then go hide in the bulrushes where you can watch him, but he can’t see you. Follow him wherever he goes around the Smiling Pool or along the Laughing Brook. Without knowing it, he will show you where every trap is hidden.”</p>
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--- Block #54 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>“When all the traps have been found, drop a stick or a stone in each one. That will trigger them, and then they’ll be safe. After that, you can bury them deep in the mud. But don’t eat any of the food until you’ve set off all the traps, because there’s a good chance you'll get caught. Once all the traps are sprung, why not gather all the tasty things you find around them and take them to the Big Rock for a big feast?”</p>
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--- Block #55 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>“Yay for Grandfather Frog! That's an awesome idea!” shouted Little Joe Otter, doing a somersault in the water.</p>
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--- Block #56 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>Everyone agreed with Little Joe Otter, and they quickly started to come up with a plan for a big hunt for Farmer Brown's boy's traps. The Muskrats and Otters began searching along the banks of the Smiling Pool, while the Coons and the Minks, except for Billy, headed towards the Laughing Brook. Billy climbed up on the Big Rock to keep an eye out, and Grandfather Frog slowly swam back to his big green lily pad to wait for some careless green flies for his breakfast.</p>
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--- Block #57 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p><a id="link2HCH0005">

<!--  H2 anchor --> </a></p>
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--- Block #58 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>Everybody was excited. Yes, everyone in the Smiling Pool and along the Laughing Brook was just brimming with excitement. Even Spotty the Turtle, who usually takes everything so calmly that some think he’s slow, climbed up to the highest point of an old log to see what was happening. Only Grandfather Frog, sitting on his big green lily pad and watching for foolish green flies for his breakfast, seemed unaware that something unusual was happening. In reality, he was just as excited as everyone else, but because he is very old and considered very, very wise, he couldn't let it show.</p>
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--- Block #59 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>What was it all about? Well, all the Minks, Coons, Otters, and Muskrats, who live and play around the Smiling Pool and the Laughing Brook, were looking for traps. Yes, they were searching for traps set by Farmer Brown's boy, just as Grandfather Frog had told them to.</p>
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--- Block #60 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>Jerry Muskrat and Little Joe Otter were out hunting together. They were swimming near the shore right where the Laughing Brook flows out of the Smiling Pool when Jerry scrunched up his funny little nose and stopped swimming. Sniff, sniff, sniff, went Jerry Muskrat. Then a few chilly shivers ran down his back and all the way to the tip of his tail.</p>
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--- Block #61 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>“What is it?” asked Little Joe Otter.</p>
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--- Block #62 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>“It's the man-smell,” whispered Jerry.</p>



Word Count (non-anchor): 5

Chosen Prompt: short



TEXT SENT TO GPT:

“It's the man-smell,” whispered Jerry.



GPT RESPONSE (no anchors):

“It's the dude smell,” whispered Jerry.



FINAL TEXT (anchors restored):

<p>“It's the dude smell,” whispered Jerry.</p>
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--- Block #63 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>Just then, Little Joe Otter took a deep sniff. “Wow, I smell fish!” he exclaimed, his eyes shining, and headed toward the source of the smell. He swam quicker than Jerry, and in a minute he yelled out in excitement.</p>
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--- Block #64 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>“Hey, Jerry! Someone left a fish on the bank: What a treat!”</p>
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--- Block #65 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>Jerry swam as fast as he could, his eyes wide with fear, because the closer he got, the stronger that awful smell of man became. “Don't touch it,” he shouted, panting. “Don't touch it, Joe Otter!”</p>
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--- Block #66 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>Little Joe laughed. “What’s wrong, Jerry? Are you scared I’ll eat it all before you get here?” he asked, reaching for the fish.</p>
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--- Block #67 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>“Stop!” yelled Jerry, and pushed Little Joe just as he was about to touch the fish.</p>
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--- Block #68 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>Snap! A pair of sharp steel jaws snapped shut and caught Little Joe Otter by a toe claw. If it hadn't been for Jerry's push, he would have been caught by his whole foot.</p>



[SKIPPED] Reason: p has >5 non-anchor words, skipping



----------



--- Block #69 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>“Oh! Oh! Oh!” cried Little Joe Otter.</p>
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--- Block #70 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>“Next time, I guess you'll remember what Grandfather Frog said about being careful when you find food in places it wasn't before,” said Jerry, as he helped Little Joe get free from the trap. But he left the claw behind and ended up with a really sore toe as a result. Then they buried the trap deep in the mud and began searching for another one.</p>



[SKIPPED] Reason: p has >5 non-anchor words, skipping



----------



--- Block #71 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>All around the Smiling Pool and along the Laughing Brook, their cousins, uncles, aunts, and friends were just as busy. Every now and then, someone would have a close call just like Little Joe Otter. Meanwhile, up at the farmhouse, Farmer Brown's boy was busy planning what he would do with the pelts of the little animals he was sure he would catch in his traps.</p>
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--- Block #72 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p><a id="link2HCH0006">

<!--  H2 anchor --> </a></p>
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--- Block #73 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>Farmer Brown's son was whistling happily as he walked across the Green Meadows. The Cheerful Little Breezes noticed him and rushed over to the Smiling Pool to inform Billy Mink. Farmer Brown's son was coming to check his traps. He was pretty sure he would find Billy Mink, Little Joe Otter, Jerry Muskrat, or maybe Bobby Coon.</p>
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--- Block #74 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>Billy Mink was sitting on top of the Big Rock. He saw the Merry Little Breezes racing across the Green Meadows, and behind them, he spotted Farmer Brown's boy. Billy Mink dove headfirst into the Smiling Pool. Then he swam over to Jerry Muskrat's house and warned Jerry. Together, they searched for Little Joe Otter, and then the three little troublemakers in brown hid in the bulrushes, where they could keep an eye on Farmer Brown's boy.</p>
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--- Block #75 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>The first place Farmer Brown's boy went was Jerry Muskrat's old log.  

      Very carefully, he looked over the edge of the bank. The trap was gone!</p>
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--- Block #76 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>“Yay!” yelled Farmer Brown's boy. He was really excited as he grabbed the end of the chain that was attached to the old log. He was convinced he had finally caught Jerry Muskrat. When he pulled up the trap, it was empty. Between the jaws were a few hairs and a little bit of skin that Jerry Muskrat left behind when he triggered the trap with his tail.</p>
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--- Block #77 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>Farmer Brown's boy felt let down. “Well, I'll get him tomorrow, anyway,” he said to himself. Then he moved on to his next trap; it was nowhere to be found. When he pulled the chain, he was so excited that he shook. The trap didn't come up right away. He pulled and pulled, and then suddenly it came up, all covered in mud. Inside was a little claw from Little Joe Otter. Very carefully, Farmer Brown's boy reset the trap. If he could have looked over at the bulrushes and seen Little Joe Otter, Billy Mink, and Jerry Muskrat watching him, giggling and having fun, he wouldn’t have been so sure that he would catch Little Joe Otter next time.</p>
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--- Block #78 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>All around the Smiling Pool and up and down the Laughing Brook, Farmer Brown's boy trudged, and every trap he found was triggered and buried in the mud. By this point, he had stopped whistling, and a confused frown was on his freckled face. What could it mean? Could another boy have discovered all his traps and played a prank by triggering them? The more he thought about it, the more confused he became. You see, he didn't know anything about the busy day the Minks, Otters, Muskrats, and Coons had the day before.</p>
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--- Block #79 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>Old Grandfather Frog, sitting on his big green lily pad, smoothed his white and yellow vest and winked up at cheerful, round, red Mr. Sun as Farmer Brown's son walked across the Green Meadows.</p>
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--- Block #80 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>“Chugarum!” said Grandfather Frog, as he snapped up a foolish green fly.  

      “It won’t help you at all to set those traps again!”</p>
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--- Block #81 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>Then Grandfather Frog called to Billy Mink and sent him to tell all the other little creatures of the Smiling Pool and the Laughing Brook that they needed to hurry and reset all the traps again like they had done before.</p>
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--- Block #82 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>This time it was easy because they knew exactly where the traps were, so all day long they dropped sticks and stones into the traps and set them off again. Then they got ready for a big feast with all the delicious food that Farmer Brown's boy had left scattered around the traps.</p>
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--- Block #83 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p><a id="link2HCH0007">

<!--  H2 anchor --> </a></p>
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--- Block #84 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>The beautiful spring had brought a lot of joy to the Smiling Pool, just like it had to the Green Meadows and the Green Forest. Great-Grandfather Frog, who had slept through the long winter in his special bed deep in the mud, woke up with an appetite so huge that for a while it seemed like he could only think about his stomach. Jerry Muskrat had caught the spring fever and had been exploring up and down the Laughing Brook, checking out all sorts of places just for the fun of discovering new things. Little Joe Otter was having more fun than ever, if that was even possible. Mr. and Mrs. Redwing had returned to the bulrushes from their winter home down in the warm South. Everyone was happy, as happy as could be.</p>
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--- Block #85 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>One sunny morning, Jerry Muskrat was sitting on the Big Rock in the middle of the Smiling Pool, just thinking about how happy everyone was and laughing at Little Joe Otter, who was displaying all kinds of antics in the water. Suddenly, Jerry’s keen eyes spotted something that made him furrow his brow in confusion as he stared at the opposite bank. Finally, he called out to Little Joe Otter.</p>
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--- Block #86 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>“Hey, Little Joe! Come over here!” shouted Jerry.</p>
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--- Block #87 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>“What for?” asked Little Joe, doing a flip in the water.</p>
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--- Block #88 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>“I want you to check if there’s anything wrong with my eyes,” replied Jerry.</p>
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--- Block #89 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>Little Joe Otter stopped swimming and looked up at Jerry Muskrat. “They look good to me,” he said, as he began to climb up onto the Big Rock.</p>
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--- Block #90 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>“Sure, they look fine,” Jerry replied, “but what I really want to know is if they can see properly. Check out that bank over there.”</p>
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--- Block #91 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>Little Joe Otter looked over at the bank. He stared and stared, but he didn’t see anything unusual. It looked just like it always did. He told Jerry Muskrat that.</p>
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--- Block #92 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>“Then it must be my eyes,” sighed Jerry. “It definitely must be my eyes. It looks to me like the water isn’t reaching as far up on the bank as it did yesterday.”</p>



[SKIPPED] Reason: p has >5 non-anchor words, skipping



----------



--- Block #93 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>Little Joe Otter looked again and his eyes went wide. “You’re right, Jerry Muskrat!” he exclaimed. “There’s nothing wrong with your eyes. The water is as low as it gets, even in the middle of summer. What could it mean?”</p>
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--- Block #94 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>“I don’t know,” replied Jerry Muskrat. “It’s strange! It really is very strange! Let’s go ask Grandfather Frog. You know he’s very old and very wise, so maybe he can tell us what it means.”</p>
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--- Block #95 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>Splash! Jerry Muskrat and Little Joe Otter jumped into the Smiling Pool and kicked off a race to see who could get to Grandfather Frog first. He was lounging among the bulrushes at the edge of the Smiling Pool, since the lily pads weren't big enough for him to sit on comfortably yet.</p>
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--- Block #96 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>“Oh, Grandfather Frog, what's wrong with the Smiling Pool?” they shouted, as they arrived completely out of breath.</p>
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--- Block #97 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>“Chugarum! There's nothing wrong with the Smiling Pool; it's the best place in the whole world,” Grandfather Frog replied gruffly.</p>
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--- Block #98 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>“But there’s something wrong,” insisted Jerry Muskrat, and then he explained what he had found.</p>
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--- Block #99 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>“I can't believe it,” said Grandfather Frog. “I've never heard of anything like that happening in spring.”</p>
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--- Block #100 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p><a id="link2HCH0008">

<!--  H2 anchor --> </a></p>
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--- Block #101 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>Grandfather Frog sat among the reeds by the Smiling Pool.  

      Above him, Mr. Redwing was singing like his heart would explode with the pure joy of spring.</p>
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--- Block #102 (pre) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<pre>“Tra-la-la-lee, look at me! Look at me!  

I’m as happy as I can be!  

I’m happy all day long  

And that’s why I sing my joyful song.”</pre>



[SKIPPED] Reason: pre has >5 non-anchor words, skipping



----------



--- Block #103 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>Of course Mr. Redwing was happy. Why wouldn't he be? It was beautiful springtime, the happiest time of the year, when joy seeps into everyone’s heart. Grandfather Frog listened. He nodded his head. “Chugarum! I’m happy, too,” said Grandfather Frog. But even as he said it, a worried expression crept into his big goggly eyes and down to the corners of his mouth, which had been stretched into a smile. Little by little, the smile grew smaller and smaller, until there was no smile left. No, Sir, there was no smile. Instead of looking happy, as he claimed to feel, Grandfather Frog actually looked unhappy.</p>
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--- Block #104 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>The truth is he couldn't shake off what Jerry Muskrat and Little Joe Otter had told him—that something was wrong with the Smiling Pool. He didn't buy it, not a word of it. At least he tried to convince himself he didn't buy it. They had said that the water in the Smiling Pool was dropping lower and lower, just like it does in the middle of summer, during the hottest days. Now Grandfather Frog is very old and very wise, and he had never heard of such a thing happening in the spring. So he wouldn't believe it now. Still—and still, Grandfather Frog had a nagging feeling that something was off. Aha! he realized what it was! He had been sitting with water up to his middle, and now he was sitting with only his toes in the water, and he couldn't remember having changed his position!</p>
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--- Block #105 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>“Of course, I acted without thinking about what I was doing,” mumbled Grandfather Frog, but the worried look still stayed on his face. You see, he just couldn't bring himself to believe what he wanted to believe, no matter how hard he tried.</p>
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--- Block #106 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>“Chugarum! I know what I'll do; I'll watch my toes!” Grandfather Frog exclaimed.</p>
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--- Block #107 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>So Grandfather Frog waded into the water until it reached his feet, and then he sat down and started watching his toes. Mr. Redwing saw him and thought Grandfather Frog looked so funny staring at his own toes that he paused singing long enough to ask, “What are you doing, Grandfather Frog?”</p>
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--- Block #108 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>“Watching my toes,” Grandfather Frog replied gruffly.</p>
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--- Block #109 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>“Watch out for your toes! Ha, ha, ha! Watch out for your toes! Who ever heard of such a thing? Are you scared they’ll run away, Grandfather Frog?” shouted Mr. Redwing.</p>
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--- Block #110 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>Grandfather Frog didn't respond. He continued to watch his toes. Mr. Redwing flew off to tell everyone he encountered how Grandfather Frog had become silly and was watching his toes. The sun shone down warm and bright, and before long, Grandfather Frog's big goggly eyes started to blink. Then his head began to nod, and then—well, then Grandfather Frog fell sound asleep.</p>
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--- Block #111 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>By and by, Grandfather Frog woke up suddenly. He looked down at his toes.  

      They weren't in the water at all! In fact, the water was quite a long jump away.</p>
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--- Block #112 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>“Chugarum! Something's not right with the Smiling Pool!” shouted Grandfather Frog, as he made a long jump into the water and began swimming out to the Big Rock.</p>
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--- Block #113 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p><a id="link2HCH0009">

<!--  H2 anchor --> </a></p>
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--- Block #114 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>There was something off. Grandfather Frog sensed it the moment he woke up that morning. At first, he couldn't figure out what it was. He sat with just his head above the water and blinked his big, bulging eyes, trying to remember what was bothering him. Suddenly, Grandfather Frog realized how quiet it was. It was a different kind of quiet than anything he had ever encountered. He missed something, but he couldn’t pinpoint what it was. It wasn’t the song of Mr. Redwing; there were plenty of times he didn’t hear that. It was—Grandfather Frog sprang in surprise onto the shore. “Chugarum! The Laughing Brook! The Laughing Brook has stopped laughing!” cried Grandfather Frog.</p>



[SKIPPED] Reason: p has >5 non-anchor words, skipping
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--- Block #115 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>Could it really be? Who's ever heard of such a thing, except when Jack Frost froze the Laughing Brook with thick black ice? In spring, summer, and fall, the Laughing Brook had laughed—such a cheerful, happy laugh—ever since Grandfather Frog could remember, and you know he remembers all the way back to long ago, because he is very old and very wise. Never once during all that time had the Laughing Brook stopped laughing. It couldn't be true now! Grandfather Frog cupped a hand behind one ear and listened and listened, but he couldn't hear a single sound.</p>



[SKIPPED] Reason: p has >5 non-anchor words, skipping
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--- Block #116 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>“Chugarum! It must be me,” said Grandfather Frog. “I guess I’m just getting old and hard of hearing. I’ll go over and ask Jerry Muskrat.”</p>



[SKIPPED] Reason: p has >5 non-anchor words, skipping
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--- Block #117 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>So Grandfather Frog dove into the water and swam out to the middle of the Smiling Pool, on his way to Jerry Muskrat's house. It was then that he truly realized what Jerry Muskrat and Little Joe Otter had told him the day before—that there was something really, really wrong with the Smiling Pool. He stopped swimming to look around, and it seemed like his big goggly eyes would pop right out of his head. Yes, it really looked like those big goggly eyes were about to pop out of Grandfather Frog's head. The Smiling Pool had shrunk so much that there wasn't enough of it left to smile!</p>



[SKIPPED] Reason: p has >5 non-anchor words, skipping
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--- Block #118 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>“Where are you going, Grandpa Frog?” asked a voice from above him.</p>



[SKIPPED] Reason: p has >5 non-anchor words, skipping
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--- Block #119 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>Grandfather Frog looked up. Peering down at him from over the edge of the Big Rock was Jerry Muskrat. The edge of the Big Rock was twice as high above the water as Grandfather Frog had ever seen it before.</p>



[SKIPPED] Reason: p has >5 non-anchor words, skipping
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--- Block #120 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>“I—I—was going to swim over to your house to see you,” replied Grandfather Frog.</p>



[SKIPPED] Reason: p has >5 non-anchor words, skipping
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--- Block #121 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>“It's pointless,” replied Jerry, “because I'm not there. Plus, you wouldn't be able to swim there, anyway.”</p>



[SKIPPED] Reason: p has >5 non-anchor words, skipping
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--- Block #122 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>“Why not?” asked Grandfather Frog in shock.</p>



[SKIPPED] Reason: p has >5 non-anchor words, skipping
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--- Block #123 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>“Because it’s not in the water anymore; it’s all the way up on dry land,” said Jerry Muskrat in the saddest voice.</p>



[SKIPPED] Reason: p has >5 non-anchor words, skipping
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--- Block #124 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>“What's that you said?” shouted Grandfather Frog, as if he couldn't believe what he was hearing.</p>



[SKIPPED] Reason: p has >5 non-anchor words, skipping
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--- Block #125 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>“It's just as true as I'm sitting here,” Jerry said, sounding sad.</p>



[SKIPPED] Reason: p has >5 non-anchor words, skipping
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--- Block #126 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>“Hey, Jerry Muskrat, tell me honestly; is the Laughing Brook laughing?” shouted Grandfather Frog.</p>



[SKIPPED] Reason: p has >5 non-anchor words, skipping
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--- Block #127 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>“No,” Jerry said, “the Laughing Brook has stopped laughing, and the Smiling Pool has stopped smiling, and I think the world is upside down.”</p>



[SKIPPED] Reason: p has >5 non-anchor words, skipping
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--- Block #128 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p><a id="link2HCH0010">

<!--  H2 anchor --> </a></p>



[SKIPPED] Reason: Contains only link(s) with no extra text => skipping
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--- Block #129 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>Jerry Muskrat sat on the Big Rock in the Smiling Pool, which no longer smiled, and held his head in both hands because he had a headache. He had thought and thought and thought until it felt like his head was going to split open; and despite all his thinking, he didn't understand things any better now than he had at the start. You see, Jerry Muskrat's little world was a complete mess. Yes, Sir, Jerry's world was upside down! At least, it felt that way to him, and he just couldn't figure it out.</p>



[SKIPPED] Reason: p has >5 non-anchor words, skipping
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--- Block #130 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>The Smiling Pool, the Laughing Brook, and the Green Meadows are Jerry Muskrat's little world. Now, as he sat on the Big Rock and looked around, the Green Meadows were as beautiful as ever. He could see no change in them. But the Laughing Brook had stopped laughing, and the Smiling Pool had stopped smiling. The truth is there wasn't enough of the Laughing Brook left to laugh, and there wasn't enough of the Smiling Pool left to smile.</p>



[SKIPPED] Reason: p has >5 non-anchor words, skipping
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--- Block #131 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>It was terrible! Jerry looked over at his house, which he had once been so proud of. He had built it with the doorway underwater. He felt completely safe there, because only Billy Mink or Little Joe Otter, who could swim underwater, could reach him. Now the Smiling Pool had shrunk so much that Jerry's house wasn’t in the water at all. Anyone who wanted to could get inside. The doorway was clearly visible. Even worse, there was the secret entrance to the long tunnel leading to his castle under the roots of the Big Hickory tree. That had been Jerry's most secret secret, and now it was out in the open for everyone to see. And there were all the amazing caves, holes, and hiding spots under the bank that had only been known to Jerry Muskrat, Billy Mink, and Little Joe Otter, because the openings had always been submerged. Now anyone could find them, as they were clearly visible. Instead of the once-smiling, shimmering water, Jerry saw only mud. It was mud, mud, mud everywhere! The bulrushes, which had always grown with their feet in the water, now stood in mud that was quickly drying up. The lily pads lay half curled up at the ends of their long stems, stretched out on the mud, looking very, very sick. Jerry turned towards the Laughing Brook. There was just a tiny stream of water trickling down the middle, with a few little pools where frightened trout and minnows huddled together. All the secrets of the Laughing Brook were on display, just like the secrets of the Smiling Pool. Jerry knew that if he wanted to find Billy Mink's hiding spots, all he had to do was walk up the Laughing Brook and look.</p>
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--- Block #132 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>“Yes, Sir, the world has flipped upside down,” said Jerry in a sad voice.</p>



[SKIPPED] Reason: p has >5 non-anchor words, skipping
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--- Block #133 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>“I think it has,” replied Grandfather Frog, looking up from the small pool of water at the base of the Big Rock.</p>



[SKIPPED] Reason: p has >5 non-anchor words, skipping



----------



--- Block #134 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>“I know it has!” shouted Jerry. “I wonder if it will ever right itself again.”</p>



[SKIPPED] Reason: p has >5 non-anchor words, skipping
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--- Block #135 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>“If it doesn't, what are you going to do?” asked Grandfather Frog.</p>



[SKIPPED] Reason: p has >5 non-anchor words, skipping
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--- Block #136 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>“I don’t know,” replied Jerry Muskrat. “Here come Little Joe Otter and Billy Mink; let’s find out what they’re up to.”</p>



[SKIPPED] Reason: p has >5 non-anchor words, skipping
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--- Block #137 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p><a id="link2HCH0011">

<!--  H2 anchor --> </a></p>



[SKIPPED] Reason: Contains only link(s) with no extra text => skipping
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--- Block #138 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>Something had to change. Jerry Muskrat thought so. Grandfather Frog thought so. Billy Mink thought so. Little Joe Otter thought so. Even Spotty the Turtle thought so. The Laughing Brook couldn't laugh, and the Smiling Pool couldn't smile. You see, there just wasn't enough water in either of them to laugh or smile, and no one knew if there ever would be again. Nobody had ever experienced anything like this before, so nobody knew what to think or do. And yet, they all felt that something had to be done.</p>



[SKIPPED] Reason: p has >5 non-anchor words, skipping
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--- Block #139 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>“What do you think, Billy Mink?” asked Grandfather Frog.</p>



[SKIPPED] Reason: p has >5 non-anchor words, skipping
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--- Block #140 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>Billy Mink looked down from the top of the Big Rock into the small pool of water that was all that remained of the Smiling Pool. He could see a dozen fat trout in it, and he knew he could catch them easily since there was nowhere for them to swim away. But for some reason, he didn't want to catch them. He knew they were already scared almost to death from the water draining away from the Laughing Brook and the Smiling Pool, and he felt sorry for them.</p>
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--- Block #141 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>“I think the best thing we can do is head down to the Big River. I’ve been down there, and it’s nice,” said Billy Mink.</p>



[SKIPPED] Reason: p has >5 non-anchor words, skipping
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--- Block #142 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>“That's what I believe,” said Little Joe Otter. “There's no risk of the Big River drying up.”</p>



[SKIPPED] Reason: p has >5 non-anchor words, skipping
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--- Block #143 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>“How do you know?” asked Jerry Muskrat. “The Laughing Brook and the Smiling Pool have never gone dry before.”</p>
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--- Block #144 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>“It's a really long way down to the Big River,” interrupted Spotty the Turtle, who moves super slowly and carries his home with him.</p>



[SKIPPED] Reason: p has >5 non-anchor words, skipping
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--- Block #145 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>“Chugarum! I, for one, don't want to leave the Smiling Pool without figuring out what the issue is.</p>
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--- Block #146 (pre) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<pre>“There’s nothing that happens, as you know,  

That doesn’t have a reason behind it.”  </pre>
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--- Block #147 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>“Now there has to be a reason for this awful trouble with the Smiling Pool, and if we can figure that out, maybe we’ll know better what to do,” said Grandfather Frog.</p>
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--- Block #148 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>Jerry Muskrat nodded. “Grandfather Frog is right,” he said. “There has to be a cause, but where do we look for it? I’ve searched the Smiling Pool everywhere, and I’m certain it isn’t there.”</p>
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--- Block #149 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>Grandfather Frog actually smiled. “Chugarum!” he said. “Of course the cause of all the trouble isn't in the Smiling Pool. Anyone would know that!”</p>
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--- Block #150 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>“Well, if you know so much, tell us where it is then!” snapped Jerry Muskrat.</p>
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--- Block #151 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>“In the Laughing Brook, of course,” replied Grandfather Frog.</p>
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--- Block #152 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>“No way!” said Billy Mink. “I’ve gone all the way down the Laughing Brook to the Big River, and I didn’t find anything.”</p>
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--- Block #153 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>“Have you gone all the way up the Laughing Brook to where it begins?” asked Grandfather Frog.</p>
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--- Block #154 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>“No-o,” replied Billy Mink.</p>



Word Count (non-anchor): 4

Chosen Prompt: short



TEXT SENT TO GPT:

“No-o,” replied Billy Mink.



GPT RESPONSE (no anchors):

“Nope,” replied Billy Mink.



FINAL TEXT (anchors restored):

<p>“Nope,” replied Billy Mink.</p>
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--- Block #155 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>“Well, that's where the real problem lies,” said Grandfather Frog, acting like he knew everything about it. “It's the water from the Laughing Brook that fills the Smiling Pool, and the Smiling Pool could never dry up unless the Laughing Brook stopped flowing first.”</p>
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--- Block #156 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>“That's true! I never thought of that,” exclaimed Little Joe Otter. “You know what, Billy Mink and I will head up the Laughing Brook and see what we can discover.”</p>
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--- Block #157 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>“Chugarum! Let’s all go,” said Grandfather Frog.</p>
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--- Block #158 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>Then the five gathered together and agreed to head up the Laughing Brook to search for the trouble.</p>
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--- Block #159 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p><a id="link2HCH0012">

<!--  H2 anchor --> </a></p>
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--- Block #160 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>Old Mister Buzzard, soaring high in the bright blue sky, looked down at a funny sight. Yes, it was definitely a funny sight. It was a little procession of five of his friends from the Smiling Pool. First was Billy Mink, who, because he is slim and quick, moves so fast that sometimes it's hard to keep up with him. Behind him was Little Joe Otter, whose legs are so short that he almost looks like he doesn't have any. Behind Little Joe was Jerry Muskrat, who is better at swimming than walking. Behind Jerry was Grandfather Frog, who doesn’t walk or run but hops with great leaps. Last was Spotty the Turtle, who moves very, very slowly because he carries his home with him. And all five were heading up the Laughing Brook, which no longer laughed because there wasn’t enough water in it.</p>
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--- Block #161 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>Now Old Mister Buzzard hadn't been near the Smiling Pool for a while, and he didn't know that the Smiling Pool had stopped smiling and the Laughing Brook had stopped laughing. When he looked down and saw that the water was nearly gone, leaving the trout and minnows with hardly enough to live in, he was so shocked that he kept repeating to himself:</p>
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--- Block #162 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>“For the land's sake! For the land's sake!”</p>
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--- Block #163 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>Then, when he saw his five little friends walking up the Laughing Brook, he immediately figured it must relate to the trouble in the Smiling Pool. Old Mr. Buzzard just spread his wide wings and glided down, down from the bright blue sky until he was right above Grandfather Frog.</p>



[SKIPPED] Reason: p has >5 non-anchor words, skipping
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--- Block #164 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>“Where are you all going?” asked Old Mister Buzzard.</p>



[SKIPPED] Reason: p has >5 non-anchor words, skipping
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--- Block #165 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>“Chugarum! To figure out what’s wrong with the Laughing Brook,” replied Grandfather Frog.</p>



[SKIPPED] Reason: p has >5 non-anchor words, skipping
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--- Block #166 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>“I'll help you,” said Ol' Mistah Buzzard, once again gliding through the bright, blue sky.</p>
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--- Block #167 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>Grandfather Frog watched him until he became just a tiny dot. “I wish I had wings,” sighed Grandfather Frog, and once again started to hop along the bank of the Laughing Brook.</p>
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--- Block #168 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>The Laughing Brook flowed down from the Green Forest and wound through the Green Meadows for a bit before it reached the Smiling Pool. There, the sun shone down into it, and Grandfather Frog didn’t mind, even though his legs were getting tired. But when they entered the Green Forest, it was dark and gloomy. At least that’s how Grandfather Frog felt, and Spotty the Turtle agreed, because they both really loved the sunshine. But they kept going, feeling that they needed to figure out what was wrong with the Laughing Brook. If they solved that, they would also uncover the issue with the Smiling Pool.</p>
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--- Block #169 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>So Billy Mink jumped and skipped ahead; Little Joe Otter ran; Jerry Muskrat walked, because he gets tired quickly on land; Grandfather Frog hopped; Spotty the Turtle crawled, and way up in the bright blue sky, Old Mister Buzzard flew, all looking for the trouble that had stopped the Laughing Brook from laughing and the Smiling Pool from smiling.</p>
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--- Block #170 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p><a id="link2HCH0013">

<!--  H2 anchor --> </a></p>



[SKIPPED] Reason: Contains only link(s) with no extra text => skipping
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--- Block #171 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>“Wait for me!” shouted Little Joe Otter to Billy Mink, but Billy Mink was too rushed and just ran faster.</p>
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--- Block #172 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>“Wait for me!” shouted Jerry Muskrat to Little Joe Otter, but Little Joe was in too much of a rush and just ran faster.</p>



[SKIPPED] Reason: p has >5 non-anchor words, skipping
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--- Block #173 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>“Wait for me!” shouted Grandfather Frog to Jerry Muskrat, but Jerry was too eager and just walked faster.</p>



[SKIPPED] Reason: p has >5 non-anchor words, skipping
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--- Block #174 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>“Wait for me!” shouted Spotty the Turtle to Grandfather Frog, but Grandfather Frog was too rushed and just jumped faster.</p>



[SKIPPED] Reason: p has >5 non-anchor words, skipping
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--- Block #175 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>So running, walking, jumping, and crawling, Billy Mink, Little Joe Otter, Jerry Muskrat, Grandfather Frog, and Spotty the Turtle rushed up the Laughing Brook to figure out why it wasn’t laughing anymore. And high above in the bright blue sky floated Ol' Mistah Buzzard, also searching for what had caused the Laughing Brook to lose its laughter and the Smiling Pool to lose its smile.</p>



[SKIPPED] Reason: p has >5 non-anchor words, skipping
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--- Block #176 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>Now Old Mister Buzzard's eyes are very sharp, and looking down from way up in the blue sky, he can see a lot. In fact, Old Mister Buzzard can see everything happening below on the Green Meadows and in the Green Forest. His wings are very broad, and he can glide through the air quickly when he wants to. As he looked down, he noticed that Billy Mink was selfish and wouldn't wait for Little Joe Otter, and Little Joe Otter was selfish and wouldn't wait for Jerry Muskrat, and Jerry Muskrat was selfish and wouldn't wait for Grandfather Frog, and Grandfather Frog was selfish and wouldn't wait for Spotty the Turtle.</p>
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--- Block #177 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>“Guess I’ll hurry up and figure out what the problem is myself, then go back and tell Brer Turtle; it’ll save him a lot of effort, and it’ll serve Brer Mink right if Brer Turtle finds out first what’s wrong with the Laughing Brook,” said Old Mister Buzzard as he shot ahead over the Green Forest towards the area where the Laughing Brook originates. In a few minutes, he was as far ahead of Billy Mink as Billy was ahead of Spotty the Turtle.</p>
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--- Block #178 (pre) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<pre>For wings are much faster than legs,  

no matter what goal they're set on,  

But those wings are even quicker and tireless  

when they're aimed at kind deeds.</pre>



[SKIPPED] Reason: pre has >5 non-anchor words, skipping
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--- Block #179 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>And that’s how it happened that Old Mister Buzzard was the first to figure out what had stopped the Laughing Brook from laughing and the Smiling Pool from smiling, but he was so shocked when he found out that he completely forgot to go back and tell Spotty the Turtle. He forgot everything except his own huge surprise, and he blinked his eyes many times to make sure he wasn’t dreaming. Then he flew around in circles, looking down among the trees of the Green Forest and repeating to himself:</p>
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--- Block #180 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>“Did you ever? No, I never! Did you ever? No, I never!”</p>
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--- Block #181 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p><a id="link2HCH0014">

<!--  H2 anchor --> </a></p>



[SKIPPED] Reason: Contains only link(s) with no extra text => skipping
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--- Block #182 (pre) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<pre>“Step one, step two, step three, let’s go!  

 Step four, step five, step six, keep moving!  

 Keep going and give it your all;  

 Maybe you’ll win while others fall.”  </pre>
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--- Block #183 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>Spotty the Turtle repeated this to himself every time he felt a bit down as he trudged along the bottom of the Laughing Brook. And every time he said it, he felt better. “One step, two steps,” he kept saying over and over, and each time he said it, he took a step and then another. They were very short steps, really short steps indeed, since Spotty's legs are very short. But each one moved him forward just a little, and he knew that he was a bit closer to what he was looking for. At least, he hoped he was.</p>
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--- Block #184 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>You see, if the Laughing Brook never laughed again and the Smiling Pool never smiled again, there was nothing left to do but head down to the Big River to live, and nobody wanted to do that, especially Grandfather Frog and Spotty the Turtle.</p>
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--- Block #185 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>Now, because Billy Mink could move faster than Little Joe Otter, and Little Joe Otter could go faster than Jerry Muskrat, and Jerry could go faster than Grandfather Frog, and Grandfather Frog could go faster than Spotty the Turtle, and since each of them wanted to be the first to discover the trouble, no one would wait for the one trailing behind. So, Spotty the Turtle, who has to carry his shell with him, was a long way behind the others. But he kept going.</p>
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--- Block #186 (pre) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<pre>“One step, two steps, three steps, done!”</pre>
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--- Block #187 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>and he didn't stop for anything. He crawled over sticks and around big stones and sometimes, when he found a little pool of water, he swam. He always felt better then, because he could swim faster than he could walk.</p>
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--- Block #188 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>After a really long time, Spotty the Turtle arrived at a small pool where the sunshine was warm and inviting. In the center of it, on a mossy rock, sat Grandfather Frog fast asleep. He thought he was so far ahead of Spotty that he could safely rest his tired legs. Spotty wanted to climb up beside him and take a nap too, but he didn’t. He just grinned and kept right on going.</p>
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--- Block #189 (pre) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<pre>“One step, two steps, three steps, done!”</pre>
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----------



--- Block #190 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>while Grandfather Frog slept on.</p>



Word Count (non-anchor): 5

Chosen Prompt: short



TEXT SENT TO GPT:

while Grandfather Frog slept on.



GPT RESPONSE (no anchors):

while Grandpa Frog slept on.



FINAL TEXT (anchors restored):

<p>while Grandpa Frog slept on.</p>
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--- Block #191 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>By and by, after a long time, Spotty came to another small pond, and who should he see but Jerry Muskrat happily opening and eating some freshwater clams he had found there. He was so caught up in enjoying himself that he didn't notice Spotty, and Spotty didn't say anything but kept walking, even though seeing Jerry's feast made him really hungry.</p>
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--- Block #192 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>By and by, after a long time, he arrived at a third little pool with a high, smooth bank, and who should he see there but Little Joe Otter, who had created a slippery slide down the smooth bank and was having a fantastic time sliding down into the little pool. Spotty would have liked to take just one slide, but he didn't. He didn't even let Little Joe Otter see him, but kept right on going.</p>
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--- Block #193 (pre) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<pre>“One step, two steps, three steps, done!”</pre>
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--- Block #194 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>After a long time, he came across a hollow log, and just by chance, he peeked inside and saw someone curled up fast asleep. Who was it? Why, it was Billy Mink, of course! You see, Billy thought he was so far ahead that he could afford to relax, and that’s exactly what he was doing. Spotty the Turtle didn’t wake him up. He just kept on going the same slow way he had all day, and so, just as cheerful, round, red Mr. Sun was setting behind the Purple Hills, Spotty the Turtle discovered the cause of the trouble in the Laughing Brook and the Smiling Pool.</p>
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--- Block #195 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p><a id="link2HCH0015">

<!--  H2 anchor --> </a></p>
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--- Block #196 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>Spotty the Turtle stared and stared and stared, until it felt like his eyes would pop out of his funny little head. Of course, he could trust his own eyes, but still—if anyone else had seen what he was looking at and had told him about it, he wouldn’t have believed them. No way, he wouldn’t have believed it. You see, he just couldn’t believe it because—well, it didn’t seem possible at all.</p>
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--- Block #197 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>He wondered if the sun shining in his eyes was making him see more than what was really there, so he carefully changed his position. It didn’t make any difference. Then Spotty was certain that what he saw was real, and that he had discovered the cause of the problem in the Laughing Brook, which had made it stop laughing and the Smiling Pool stop smiling.</p>
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--- Block #198 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>Spotty the Turtle was feeling really good. In fact, Spotty was feeling very good because he had been the first to figure out what was wrong with the Laughing Brook. At least, he thought he was the first, and he was among all the little creatures living in the Smiling Pool. Only ol' Mistah Buzzard had come before him, and he didn’t count because his wings are broad, and all he had to do was glide over the Green Forest and look down. The ones who really mattered were Billy Mink, Little Joe Otter, Jerry Muskrat, and Grandfather Frog. Billy Mink had stopped for a nap. Little Joe Otter had paused to play. Jerry Muskrat had taken a break to eat. Grandfather Frog had stopped for a sun-nap. But Spotty the Turtle had kept going, and now here he was, the first one to find the reason for the trouble in the Laughing Brook. Do you wonder that he felt proud and very happy?</p>
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--- Block #199 (pre) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<pre>Keeping it up, that's how Spotty won the race that day.</pre>
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--- Block #200 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>But now Spotty was starting to wish that some of the others would hurry up. He wanted to know what they thought. He wanted to discuss it all. It was such a surprising thing that he couldn't make sense of it himself, and he was curious about what the others would say. Now, the long black shadows were creeping through the Green Forest, and if they didn't get there soon, they would have to wait until the next day.</p>
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--- Block #201 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>So Spotty the Turtle found a good spot to spend the night, and then he sat down to watch and wait. Right in front of him was the thing he'd found that puzzled him so much. What was it? It was a wall. Yep, that's exactly what it was—a wall made of logs, sticks, and mud, right across the Laughing Brook, where the banks were steep and narrow. Of course, the Laughing Brook couldn't laugh anymore; there wasn't enough water getting through that wall of logs, sticks, and mud to even start a laugh. Spotty wondered what was behind that wall, who had built it, and why, along with a lot of other things. And he was still wondering when he fell asleep.</p>
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--- Block #202 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p><a id="link2HCH0016">

<!--  H2 anchor --> </a></p>
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--- Block #203 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>SPOTTY THE TURTLE was awake by the time the first rays of the rising sun started to filter through the Green Forest. He was far, far up the Laughing Brook, much farther than he had ever been before, and as he yawned and stretched, he wondered if maybe he had just dreamed about the wall of logs, sticks, and mud across the Laughing Brook. When he rubbed the last bit of sleep out of his eyes, he looked again. There it was, just like he had seen it the night before! Then Spotty knew it was real, and he started to wonder what was on the other side of it.</p>
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--- Block #204 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>“I can’t climb it because my legs were never made for climbing,” Spotty said sadly as he looked at his little black feet. “Oh, I wish I could climb like Happy Jack Squirrel!” Just then, an idea popped into his head and wiped away the frown that had settled on his face. “Maybe Happy Jack sometimes wishes he could swim like I can, so I guess we’re even. I can’t climb, but he can’t swim. How silly it is to wish for things that aren’t meant for you!”</p>
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--- Block #205 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>And with that, all the frustration left Spotty the Turtle, and he started to figure out how to make the most of his short legs and his determination, which, as you already know, he had plenty of. He looked around and noticed that if he could climb to the top of the bank on one side of the Laughing Brook, he would be able to walk right out onto the unusual wall of logs, sticks, and mud, and then, of course, he could see exactly what was on the other side.</p>
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--- Block #206 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>So Spotty the Turtle stopped wasting time wishing he could do things he wasn't meant to do. Instead, he chose what seemed like the easiest spot to climb the bank and started his journey. Wow, it was tough work! You see, he had to carry his shell with him everywhere, and it would have been tricky enough to climb that bank without anything extra. Every time he climbed up three steps, he slipped back two, but he kept pushing himself, breathing heavily, and repeating to himself:</p>
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--- Block #207 (pre) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<pre>“I can if I want to, and want to if I can! I'm bound to get there if I stick to this plan.”</pre>
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--- Block #208 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>Halfway up the bank, Spotty lost his balance, and the house he was carrying tipped him right over backward, sending him rolling back down to where he started.</p>
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--- Block #209 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>“I needed to cool off,” Spotty said to himself as he slid into a small pool of water. Then he tried the bank again, and just like before, he slipped back two steps for every three he climbed. But he kept his mouth shut and persevered, and eventually, he made it back to where he had fallen. There he paused to catch his breath.</p>
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--- Block #210 (pre) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<pre>“I can if I want to, and want to if I can! I'm sure I'll get there if I stick to this plan,”</pre>
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--- Block #211 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>said he and started on again. Twice more he fell all the way back to where he began, but each time he laughed at himself and tried again. And finally, he reached the top of the bank.</p>
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--- Block #212 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>“I said I could if I wanted to, and I would if I was able to, and I have!” he shouted.</p>
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--- Block #213 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>Then he rushed to find out what was behind the mysterious wall. What do you think it was? It was a pond! Yes, there was a pond right in the middle of the Green Forest! Trees were growing right out of the center of it, but it was definitely a pond. Spotty found it more difficult to believe his own eyes now than when he had first seen the strange wall across the Laughing Brook.</p>
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--- Block #214 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>“Why, why, why, what does it mean?” exclaimed Spotty the Turtle.</p>
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--- Block #215 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>“That's what I want to know!” yelled Billy Mink, who rushed over just then.</p>
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--- Block #216 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p><a id="link2HCH0017">

<!--  H2 anchor --> </a></p>
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--- Block #217 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>Who created the strange pond? That’s what Spotty the Turtle wanted to know. That’s what Billy Mink wanted to know too. Little Joe Otter, Jerry Muskrat, and Grandfather Frog were curious when they showed up. Ol' Mistah Buzzard, looking down from the bright blue sky, was wondering the same thing. It was very strange, really strange! There had never been a pond in that part of the Green Forest before, not even during the times when Sister South Wind melted the snow so quickly that the Laughing Brook overflowed its banks and the Smiling Pool got twice as big as it should have been.</p>
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--- Block #218 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>Of course someone had built it. Spotty the Turtle knew that as soon as he saw the strange pond. In an instant, he understood what that wall of logs, brush, and mud across the Laughing Brook was for. It was to stop the water from flowing down the Laughing Brook. And of course, if the water couldn’t keep flowing and laughing on its way to the Smiling Pool, it would just stay still and grow into a pond. Of course! There was no other option. Spotty felt really proud when he figured that out all by himself.</p>
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--- Block #219 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>“This wall we’re sitting on created the pond,” said Spotty the Turtle, after a long silence.</p>
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--- Block #220 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>“You don’t say!” said Billy Mink. “How on earth did you figure that out? Are you absolutely sure the pond didn’t create the wall?”</p>
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--- Block #221 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>Spotty knew that Billy Mink was teasing him, but he was too easygoing to get upset over something like that. He tried to come up with a clever response, but Spotty was a slow thinker as well as a slow walker, and before he could come up with anything, Billy started talking again.</p>
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--- Block #222 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>“This wall is what Farmer Brown's son calls a dam,” said Billy Mink, who is quite the traveler. “Dams are usually built to stop water from flowing where it’s not needed or to direct it where it is needed. Now, what I want to know is, who on earth wants a pond way back here in the Green Forest, and what is it for? Who do you think built this dam, Grandfather Frog?”</p>
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--- Block #223 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>Grandfather Frog shook his head. His big googly eyes looked even more googly than usual as he stared at the new pond in the Green Forest.</p>



[SKIPPED] Reason: p has >5 non-anchor words, skipping



----------



--- Block #224 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>“I don't know,” said Grandfather Frog. “I don’t know what to think.”</p>
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--- Block #225 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>“Wow, it has to be Farmer Brown's son or maybe even Farmer Brown himself,” said Jerry Muskrat.</p>
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--- Block #226 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>“Of course,” said Little Joe Otter, as if he was completely in the know.</p>
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--- Block #227 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>Still Grandfather Frog shook his head, as if he didn't agree. “I don't know,” said Grandfather Frog, “I don't know. It doesn't look that way to me.”</p>
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--- Block #228 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>Billy Mink darted along the top of the dam and down the back side. He surveyed everything with his sharp little eyes.</p>
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--- Block #229 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>“Grandfather Frog is right,” he said when he returned. “It doesn’t seem like the work of Farmer Brown or his son. But if they didn’t do it, who did? Who could have done it?”</p>
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--- Block #230 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>“I don’t know,” said Grandfather Frog again, in a dreamy voice.</p>
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--- Block #231 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>Spotty the Turtle looked at him and noticed that Grandfather Frog had that distant expression he always gets when he shares stories from when the world was young. “I’m not sure,” he repeated, “but it seems to me a lot like the work of—” Grandfather Frog cut off suddenly and turned to Jerry Muskrat. “Jerry Muskrat,” he said, so abruptly that Jerry nearly tipped over in surprise, “has your big cousin come down from the North?”</p>
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--- Block #232 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p><a id="link2HCH0018">

<!--  H2 anchor --> </a></p>



[SKIPPED] Reason: Contains only link(s) with no extra text => skipping



----------



--- Block #233 (pre) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<pre>Fiddle, faddle, feedle, fuddle!  

Was there ever such a mess?  

Fuddle, feedle, faddle, fiddle!  

Who can solve the riddle?  </pre>



[SKIPPED] Reason: pre has >5 non-anchor words, skipping



----------



--- Block #234 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>Here was the Laughing Brook not laughing anymore. Here was the Smiling Pool not smiling anymore. Here was a brand new pond deep in the Green Forest. Here was a wall of logs, bushes, and mud called a dam, built by someone nobody had seen. And here was Grandfather Frog asking Jerry Muskrat if his big cousin had come down from the North, even though Jerry didn’t even know he had a big cousin.</p>
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--- Block #235 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>“I—I don’t have a big cousin,” said Jerry, once he had fully recovered from his surprise at Grandfather Frog’s question.</p>
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--- Block #236 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>“Chugarum!” exclaimed Grandfather Frog, and the way he said it made Jerry Muskrat feel really small. “Chugarum! Of course, you have a big cousin in the North. Are you telling me that you don’t know that, Jerry Muskrat?”</p>
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--- Block #237 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>Jerry had to admit it was true that he didn’t know anything about that big cousin. If Grandfather Frog said he had one, it must be true, because Grandfather Frog is very old and very wise, and he knows a lot. Still, it was really hard for Jerry to believe he had a big cousin he’d never heard of.</p>
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--- Block #238 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>“Have you ever seen him, Grandfather Frog?” Jerry asked.</p>
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--- Block #239 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>“No!” snapped Grandfather Frog. “I never did, but I know all about him. He’s a hard worker, this big cousin of yours, and he builds dams like the one we’re sitting on.”</p>
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--- Block #240 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>“I can’t believe it!” shouted Billy Mink. “I don’t believe any cousin of Jerry Muskrat ever built a dam like this. Just look at that huge tree trunk at the bottom! Only Farmer Brown or his son could have dragged that here. You’re out of your mind, Grandfather Frog, just totally out of your mind.” Billy Mink can be really disrespectful to Grandfather Frog sometimes.</p>
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--- Block #241 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>“Chugarum!” responded Grandfather Frog. “I may be pretty old, but I’m not too old to learn like some people seem to be,” and he stared intently at Billy Mink. “Did I say that tree trunk was dragged here?”</p>
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--- Block #242 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>“No,” replied Billy Mink, “but if it wasn't brought here, how did it get here? You're so smart, Grandfather Frog, tell me that!”</p>
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--- Block #243 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>Grandfather Frog blinked his big, googly eyes at Billy Mink and said, sounding genuinely sorry for him, “Your eyes are really bright and sharp, Billy Mink, and it’s a shame that you’ve never learned how to use them. That tree wasn’t dragged here; it was cut so that it fell exactly where it is.” As he spoke, Grandfather Frog pointed to the stump of the tree, and Billy Mink realized he was right.</p>
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--- Block #244 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>But Billy Mink is like a lot of other people; he really loves to have the last word. Now he suddenly started to laugh.</p>
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--- Block #245 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>“Ha, ha, ha! Ho, ho, ho!” laughed Billy Mink. “Ho, ho, ho! Ha, ha, ha!”</p>
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--- Block #246 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>“What’s so funny?” snapped Grandfather Frog, because nothing makes him angrier than being laughed at.</p>
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--- Block #247 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>“Are you saying that anyone besides Farmer Brown or his son could have chopped down such a big tree?” Billy asked. “That would be just as difficult as dragging the tree here.”</p>
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--- Block #248 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>“Jerry Muskrat's big cousin from the North could do it, and I believe he did,” replied Grandfather Frog. “Now that we know what’s causing the trouble in the Laughing Brook and the Smiling Pool, what are we going to do about it?”</p>
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--- Block #249 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p><a id="link2HCH0019">

<!--  H2 anchor --> </a></p>
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--- Block #250 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>There was a strange pond in the Green Forest, and there was the dam made of logs, sticks, and mud that created the strange pond, but no matter how hard they looked, Billy Mink, Little Joe Otter, Jerry Muskrat, Grandfather Frog, and Spotty the Turtle couldn't see the one who built the dam. It was really odd. The more they thought about it, the odder it felt. They looked this way and that way.</p>
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--- Block #251 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>“There’s one thing that’s very clear: whoever built this dam didn’t care about the people living by the Laughing Brook and the Smiling Pool,” said Grandfather Frog. “They’re selfish, just plain, everyday selfish; that’s what they are! Now the Laughing Brook can’t laugh, and the Smiling Pool can’t smile because this dam is blocking the water from flowing, and so—” Grandfather Frog stopped and looked around at his four friends.</p>
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--- Block #252 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>“And so what?” Billy Mink exclaimed impatiently.</p>
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--- Block #253 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>“And so we need to break this dam. We have to create a path for the water to flow through,” said Grandfather Frog very seriously.</p>
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--- Block #254 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>“Absolutely! That’s exactly it!” shouted Little Joe Otter, Billy Mink, Jerry Muskrat, and Spotty the Turtle. Then Little Joe Otter glanced at Billy Mink, Billy Mink glanced at Jerry Muskrat, Jerry Muskrat looked at Spotty the Turtle, and after that, they all focused intently on Grandfather Frog, and together they asked, “How are we going to do this?”</p>
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--- Block #255 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>Grandfather Frog scratched his head thoughtfully and stared for a long time at the dam made of logs, sticks, and mud. Then his big mouth broke into a broad smile.</p>
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--- Block #256 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>“That's really easy,” he said. “Jerry Muskrat will dig a big hole through the dam near the bottom, because he knows how to do it, and the rest of us will keep an eye out to make sure nothing bad happens.”</p>
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--- Block #257 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>“The very thing!” shouted Little Joe Otter, Billy Mink, and Spotty the Turtle, but Jerry Muskrat thought it was unfair. You see, it left him with all the hard work to do. However, Jerry thought about his beloved Smiling Pool and how awful it would be if it stopped smiling, so without another word, he got to work.</p>
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--- Block #258 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>Now Jerry Muskrat is a hard worker, and he had dug many long tunnels into the bank around the Smiling Pool, so he was confident he could quickly make a hole through this dam. But almost immediately, he ran into trouble. Yes, Sir, Jerry barely started before he encountered real problems. You see, that dam was mostly made of sticks instead of mud, and so, instead of digging in like he would have into the bank of the Smiling Pool, he had to pause every few minutes to chew through the sticks that were blocking his way.</p>
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--- Block #259 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>It was tough work, the toughest kind of tough work. But Jerry Muskrat is the type who gets even more determined to do the job the harder it is. So, while Grandfather Frog sat at one end of the dam pretending to keep watch but actually napping in the warm sunshine, and while Spotty the Turtle sat at the other end of the dam doing the same thing, and while Billy Mink and Little Joe Otter swam around in the strange pond enjoying themselves, Jerry Muskrat just kept working and working and working. And just as the cheerful, round, red Mr. Sun started to set behind the Purple Hills, Jerry broke through into the strange pond, and the water began to flow in the Laughing Brook once again.</p>
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--- Block #260 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p><a id="link2HCH0020">

<!--  H2 anchor --> </a></p>
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--- Block #261 (pre) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<pre>There's nothing in this world that's certain,  

No matter how we strategize and organize.  

We just have to be satisfied  

With doing the best we can.  </pre>
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--- Block #262 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>Jerry Muskrat had curled up for the night, so tired that he could barely keep his eyes open long enough to find a comfy spot to sleep. But he was happy. Yes, Jerry was really happy. He could hear the Laughing Brook starting to laugh again. It was just a soft, gurgling laugh, but Jerry knew that soon it would grow into the full laugh that makes music through the Green Forest and brings joy to everyone who hears it.</p>
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--- Block #263 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>So Jerry was happy, because wasn't it his doing that the Laughing Brook was starting to laugh again? He had spent the entire day making a hole in the dam that someone had built across the Laughing Brook, which had stopped its laughter. Now the water was flowing again, and soon the new, strange pond behind the dam in the Green Forest would disappear, and the Laughing Brook and the Smiling Pool would be their beautiful selves once more. It was because he had worked so hard all day that he was ready to sleep now. Usually, he preferred to sleep part of the day and be out at night.</p>
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--- Block #264 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>Jerry Muskrat had really nice dreams that night, dreams of the beloved Smiling Pool, smiling just like it always had for as long as Jerry could remember, before this trouble started. He was still dreaming when Spotty the Turtle found him and woke him up, because it was bright daylight. Jerry yawned and stretched, then lay still for a minute to listen to the soothing sound of the Laughing Brook. But there was no soothing sound. There was complete silence. Jerry started to wonder if he was actually awake. He looked at Spotty the Turtle, and he realized that he was, because Spotty's face looked so worried.</p>
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--- Block #265 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>“Get up, Jerry Muskrat, and come see the hole you made yesterday in the dam. You must not have done your job very well, because the hole has filled up, and the water isn't flowing anymore,” said Spotty.</p>
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--- Block #266 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>“I did it well!” Jerry snapped angrily. “I did it as well as I could. You lazy people who just sit and take sun naps while pretending to keep watch better get up and do some work yourselves if you don’t like how I do mine.”</p>
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--- Block #267 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>“I—I’m really sorry, Jerry Muskrat. I didn’t mean to say that,” replied Spotty. “You see, we’re all concerned. We thought that by this morning the Laughing Brook would be filled with water again, and we could go back to the Smiling Pool whenever we wanted, but it’s just as bad as before.”</p>
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--- Block #268 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>“Maybe the problem is just that some sticks and grass floated down in the water and blocked the hole I made; that has to be the issue,” Jerry said hopefully, as he rushed towards the dam.</p>
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--- Block #269 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>First, he carefully checked it out from the Laughing Brook side. Then he dove underwater on the other side. He was gone for a long time, and Billy Mink was just about to dive in to see what had happened to him when he surfaced again.</p>
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--- Block #270 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>“What’s going on?” shouted Spotty the Turtle, Grandfather Frog, Billy Mink, and Little Joe Otter together. “Is the hole blocked with stuff that’s washed in?”</p>
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--- Block #271 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>Jerry shook his head as he slowly climbed out of the water. “No,” he said. “No, it isn't filled with debris washed down by the water. It's filled with sticks and mud that someone put there. Someone filled in the hole I worked so hard to dig out yesterday, and it’ll take me all day to clear it out again.”</p>
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--- Block #272 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>Then Grandfather Frog, Spotty the Turtle, Billy Mink, Little Joe Otter, and Jerry Muskrat all stared at one mother, and for a long time, no one said anything.</p>
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--- Block #273 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p><a id="link2HCH0021">

<!--  H2 anchor --> </a></p>
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--- Block #274 (pre) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<pre>“The way to figure things out,  

And what's happening all around,  

Is to keep my eyes wide open  

And my ears always listening.”  </pre>
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--- Block #275 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>So said Jerry Muskrat, as he settled himself comfortably on one end of the new dam across the Laughing Brook deep in the Green Forest and watched the dark shadows creep farther and farther out into the strange pond made by the new dam.</p>



[SKIPPED] Reason: p has >5 non-anchor words, skipping



----------



--- Block #276 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>“I'm going to find out who built this dam and who filled the hole I made in it! I'm going to find out if I have to move up here and live all summer!” The way Jerry said this and snapped his teeth together made it clear he meant every word.</p>
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--- Block #277 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>You see, Jerry had spent another long, exhausting day reopening the hole in the dam, only to have it closed again while he slept. That was the last straw for Jerry. He didn’t try again. Instead, he decided to find out who was playing this trick on him. He would just watch until they showed up, and then if they weren’t bigger than him, or if there weren’t too many of them, he would—well, the way Jerry ground and clashed those sharp teeth of his made it sound like he intended to do something really serious.</p>
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--- Block #278 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>Billy Mink and Little Joe Otter had given up in frustration and started toward the Big River. They're great travelers anyway, so they didn't mind too much since there wasn't enough water left in the Laughing Brook and the Smiling Pool. Grandfather Frog and Spotty the Turtle, who are very, very slow travelers, had decided that the Big River was too far away, so they would stick around and live in the strange pond for a while, even though it wasn't nearly as nice as their beloved Smiling Pool. They had fallen asleep now, each in their own secret spot where they would be safe for the night.</p>
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--- Block #279 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>So Jerry Muskrat sat alone and watched. The black shadows crept farther and farther across the pond and grew darker and darker. Jerry didn't mind this, because, as you know, his eyes are built for seeing in the dark, and he really loves the night. Jerry had been sitting there for a long time without moving. He was listening and watching. Eventually, he saw something that made him catch his breath and anger spark in his eyes. It was a little silver line on the water, and it was coming straight towards the dam where he sat. Jerry knew that it was caused by someone swimming.</p>
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--- Block #280 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>“Ha!” said Jerry. “Now we’ll see!”</p>
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--- Block #281 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>Nearer and nearer came the silver line. Then Jerry spotted the swimmer's head. Suddenly, all his anger disappeared. He didn’t have space for anger; a huge fear had pushed it aside. The head was larger than any Muskrat Jerry had ever seen. It was bigger than any of Billy Mink’s relatives. It was the head of a stranger, a stranger so big that Jerry felt very, very small and hoped with all his might that the stranger wouldn’t see him.</p>
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--- Block #282 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>Jerry held his breath as the stranger swam by and then climbed out onto the dam. He looked a lot like Jerry, just so much bigger. And his tail! Jerry had never seen a tail like that. It was wide and flat. Suddenly, the big stranger turned and looked directly at Jerry.</p>
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--- Block #283 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>“Hey, Jerry Muskrat!” he said. “Don’t you recognize me?”</p>
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--- Block #284 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>Jerry was too scared to speak.</p>
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--- Block #285 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>“I'm your older cousin from the North; I'm Paddy the Beaver, and if you leave my dam alone, I think we can be good friends,” continued the stranger.</p>
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--- Block #286 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>“I—I—I hope so,” Jerry said in a very quiet voice, trying to be polite, but his teeth were chattering from fear.</p>
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--- Block #287 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p><a id="link2HCH0022">

<!--  H2 anchor --> </a></p>
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--- Block #288 (pre) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<pre>“Oh, tell me, you and you and you,  

  If you’ve ever heard  

  Of all that’s wonderful and great  

  The greatest is the spoken word?”</pre>
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--- Block #289 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>It's true. It’s the truest thing ever. If you don’t believe it, just ask Jerry Muskrat. He’ll tell you it’s true, and Jerry knows. You see, here’s the deal: Words are more than just sounds. Oh, absolutely! They are little messengers, and once they’ve been sent out, you can’t take them back. No way, you can’t take them back, and sometimes that’s really sad because—well, these little messengers always carry something to someone else, and that something might be anger, hate, fear, or a lie, and those are the things that cause most of the trouble in this world. Or that something could be love, sympathy, helpfulness, or kindness, and those are the things that really help solve most of the troubles in this world.</p>



[SKIPPED] Reason: p has >5 non-anchor words, skipping



----------



--- Block #290 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>Just take the ease of Jerry Muskrat. There he sat on the new dam that had created the unusual pond in the Green Forest, shaking with fear until his teeth chattered, as he watched a stranger much bigger than him climb up on the dam. Jerry was scared because he had seen that the stranger could swim just as well as he could, and since Jerry didn’t have any secret burrows there, he realized he couldn't escape the stranger if he wanted to. Somehow, Jerry knew without being told that the stranger had built the dam, and you know Jerry had twice made a hole in the dam to let the water out of the unusual pond into the Laughing Brook. Jerry felt deep down that if he had built that dam, he would be very, very angry with anyone who tried to mess it up, and that's exactly what he had tried to do. So he sat with chattering teeth, too scared to even think about running.</p>
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--- Block #291 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>“I wish I had let someone else take the watch,” said Jerry to himself.</p>
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--- Block #292 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>Then the big stranger spoke. He said, “Hey, Jerry Muskrat! Don’t you recognize me?” and his voice didn’t sound angry at all. Then he told Jerry that he was his big cousin, Paddy the Beaver, and he hoped they could be friends.</p>
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--- Block #293 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>Now everything was just as it had been before—the strange pond, the dam, Jerry himself, the big stranger, and the black shadows of the night—but somehow, everything felt different, all because a few kind words had been exchanged. A huge weight had lifted from Jerry's heart, replaced by a strong hope that maybe there wouldn't be any trouble after all. So he responded to Paddy the Beaver as politely as he could. Paddy was just as courteous, and before Jerry knew it, instead of being enemies, as he had always thought would happen when he found the builder of the dam, they were becoming the best of friends, all because Paddy the Beaver had said the right thing in the right way.</p>
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--- Block #294 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>“But you still haven't explained why you made those holes in my dam, Cousin Jerry,” Paddy the Beaver finally said.</p>
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--- Block #295 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>Jerry didn’t know what to say. He was really happy with his big new cousin, but he didn’t want to hurt his feelings by saying he thought that dam shouldn’t be across the Laughing Brook. At the same time, he wanted Paddy to understand how he had ruined the Laughing Brook and the Smiling Pool. Finally, he decided to tell the whole story.</p>
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--- Block #296 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p><a id="link2HCH0023">

<!--  H2 anchor --> </a></p>
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--- Block #297 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>Paddy the Beaver listened to everything his little cousin, Jerry Muskrat, had to say about the trouble that Paddy's dam had caused in the Laughing Brook and the Smiling Pool.</p>



[SKIPPED] Reason: p has >5 non-anchor words, skipping



----------



--- Block #298 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>“You see, we who live in the Smiling Pool love it dearly, and we don't want to have to leave it, but if the water can't flow down the Laughing Brook, there can't be any Smiling Pool, and so we will have to move to the Big River,” concluded Jerry Muskrat. “That’s why I tried to mess up your dam.”</p>
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--- Block #299 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>There was a spark in Paddy the Beaver's eyes as he responded, “Well, now that you've realized you can't do that because I'm bigger than you and can stop you, what are you going to do about it?”</p>
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--- Block #300 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>“I don’t know,” said Jerry Muskrat sadly. “I don’t see what we can do about it. Sure, you’re big and strong and can do whatever you want, but it doesn’t seem fair that we, who have lived here for so long, have to move away from everything we love just because you, a stranger, want to live here. I have an idea!” Jerry’s eyes sparkled as a new thought struck him. “Why don’t you come down and live in the Smiling Pool with us? I’m sure there’s enough room!”</p>
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--- Block #301 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>Paddy the Beaver shook his head. “No,” he said, and Jerry's heart sank. “I can’t do that because there isn’t any of the food I eat down there. Plus, I wouldn’t feel safe at the Smiling Pool. You see, I always live in the woods. No, I just couldn’t move down to the Smiling Pool. But I’m really sorry that I’ve made you worry so much, Cousin Jerry, and I’m going to show you. Now you just sit right here until I get back.”</p>
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--- Block #302 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>Before Jerry knew what he was about to do, Paddy the Beaver dove into the pond, and as he disappeared, his big tail hit the water with such a splash that it startled Jerry. Then, there was a big commotion underwater. In a few minutes, a stick popped up, then another and another, and the water got so murky that Jerry couldn't see what was happening. Paddy was gone for a long time. Jerry wondered how he could stay underwater for so long without air. All the while, Paddy was just messing with him. He would come up to the surface, poke his nose out, nothing more, fill his lungs with fresh air, and go back down again.</p>
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--- Block #303 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>Suddenly, Jerry Muskrat heard a sound that made him perk up his funny little short ears and turn around to see over the other side of the dam into the Laughing Brook. What do you think that sound was? It was the sound of rushing water, the sweetest sound Jerry had heard in a long time. There was a big hole in the dam, and the brook was already starting to laugh as the water flowed down it.</p>
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--- Block #304 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>“How do you like that, Cousin Jerry?” said a voice right in his ear. Paddy the Beaver had climbed up beside him, and his eyes were sparkling.</p>
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--- Block #305 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>“It—it's amazing!” cried Jerry. “But—but you’ve ruined your dam!”</p>
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--- Block #306 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>“Oh, that's fine,” Paddy replied. “I didn't really want it right now, anyway. I don't usually build dams this time of year, and I made this one just for fun because it seemed like a great spot. You see, I was passing through and thought it was such a nice place that I decided to stick around for a bit. I didn’t know anything about the Smiling Pool, you know. Now, I guess I’ll have to move on and find a place where I can create a pond in the fall that won’t bother anyone else. You see, I don’t like being bothered myself, so I don’t want to bother others. This Green Forest is a really nice place.”</p>
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--- Block #307 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>“The best place in the whole world, aside from the Green Meadows and the Smiling Pool!” Jerry replied quickly. “Will you stay, Cousin Paddy? I’m sure we’d all love to have you here.”</p>
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--- Block #308 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>“Of course we would,” said a rough voice right next to them. It was Grandfather Frog.</p>
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--- Block #309 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>Paddy the Beaver looked contemplative. “Maybe I will,” he said, “if I can find some good hiding spots in the Laughing Brook.”</p>
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--- Block #310 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p><a id="link2HCH0024">

<!--  H2 anchor --> </a></p>
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--- Block #311 (pre) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<pre>“The Laughing Brook is cheerful  

  And so am I,” shouted Jerry.  

  Grandfather Frog said he was as well.  

  And Spotty was, the others realized.</pre>
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--- Block #312 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>The trees sat in soggy ground where not long ago there had been the unusual pond in the Green Forest, the pond created by Paddy the Beaver's dam. In the dam was a big hole made by Paddy himself.</p>
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--- Block #313 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>Through the Green Forest echoed the laughter of the Laughing Brook, as the water flowed deeply between its banks once again. In the hearts of Grandfather Frog, Jerry Muskrat, and Spotty the Turtle, there was laughter too, because the Smiling Pool would smile again, allowing them to return home in peace and happiness. And there was one more who laughed. Who was it? It was Paddy the Beaver, of course, and his laughter was the best of all, for it came from having brought happiness to others.</p>
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--- Block #314 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>“You managed to get to the dam before me, but you won’t beat me back to the Smiling Pool,” shouted Jerry Muskrat at Spotty the Turtle.</p>
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--- Block #315 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>Spotty laughed cheerfully. “You'd better not stop to eat, play, or sleep on the way then,” he said, “because I’ll keep going the whole time. I've found that's the only way to get anywhere.”</p>
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--- Block #316 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>“Let’s all go down together,” said Grandfather Frog. “We can help each other through the tough spots.”</p>
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--- Block #317 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>Jerry Muskrat laughed so hard he had to hold his sides at the idea of Grandfather Frog or Spotty the Turtle being able to help him, but he was really good-natured, so he agreed that they should all go down together. Paddy the Beaver said he would go too, so off the four of them went, with Jerry Muskrat and Paddy the Beaver swimming side by side, and behind them, Grandfather Frog and Spotty the Turtle.</p>
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--- Block #318 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>Now Spotty the Turtle is a very slow traveler on land, but in the water, Spotty isn’t slow at all. In fact, it didn’t take long for Grandfather Frog to realize he couldn’t keep up. You see, while he’s a great diver and can swim fast for a short distance, he gets tired quickly. Soon he was puffing and blowing, falling further and further behind. Eventually, Spotty the Turtle looked back. There was Grandfather Frog tumbling headfirst over a little waterfall. He surfaced, choking and gasping, kicking his long legs weakly. Spotty climbed out on a rock and waited. He helped Grandfather Frog beside him, and once Grandfather Frog caught his breath, you won’t believe what Spotty did! He took Grandfather Frog right on his back and continued on.</p>
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--- Block #319 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>Now Jerry Muskrat and Paddy the Beaver, being excellent swimmers, quickly disappeared from view. Suddenly, Jerry remembered that they had agreed to return together, and he felt a twinge of guilt when he looked for Grandfather Frog and Spotty the Turtle but couldn’t see either of them. So, he and Paddy sat down to wait. After what felt like a long time, they noticed something strange floating in the water.</p>
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--- Block #320 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>“It's Grandfather Frog,” shouted Paddy the Beaver.</p>
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--- Block #321 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>“No, it’s Spotty the Turtle,” Jerry Muskrat said.</p>
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--- Block #322 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>“It's both,” Paddy replied, starting to laugh.</p>
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--- Block #323 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>Just then, Spotty fell over another waterfall he hadn’t noticed, and of course, Grandfather Frog went with him and lost his grip on Spotty's back.</p>
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--- Block #324 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>“I have an idea!” shouted Paddy.</p>
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--- Block #325 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>“What is it?” asked Jerry.</p>



Word Count (non-anchor): 5

Chosen Prompt: short



TEXT SENT TO GPT:

“What is it?” asked Jerry.



GPT RESPONSE (no anchors):

“What’s up?” asked Jerry.



FINAL TEXT (anchors restored):

<p>“What’s up?” asked Jerry.</p>
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--- Block #326 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>“Why, Grandfather Frog can ride on my flat tail,” Paddy replied, “and then we'll go slowly enough for Spotty to keep up with us.”</p>
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--- Block #327 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>And so it was that just as the first moonlight touched the Smiling Pool, out of the Laughing Brook swam the happiest group anyone had ever seen.</p>
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--- Block #328 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>“Chugarum!” said Grandfather Frog. “It’s great to be home, but I’d probably travel a lot if I could use Paddy the Beaver’s tail as a boat.”</p>
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--- Block #329 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p><a id="link2HCH0025">

<!--  H2 anchor --> </a></p>
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--- Block #330 (pre) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<pre>“The beautiful Green Meadows stretch out far and wide,  

  The Smiling Pool and Laughing Brook—  

  They fill our hearts with happiness and pride;  

  We cherish every secret spot.”  </pre>
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--- Block #331 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>So said Jerry Muskrat as he climbed up on the Big Rock in the middle of the Smiling Pool, with Paddy the Beaver beside him, and watched the lovely Smiling Pool sparkling and smiling in the moonlight, just like he had so often seen it before the big trouble had happened.</p>
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--- Block #332 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>“Chugarum!” said Grandfather Frog in his deep voice from the bulrushes. “You never realize how great your blessings are until they’re lost and then found again.”</p>
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--- Block #333 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>The bulrushes swayed, almost as if they were pondering this too. Their feet were once again in the cool water. Paddy the Beaver seemed to get how everyone was feeling, and he smiled to himself as he watched how happy his new friends were.</p>



[SKIPPED] Reason: p has >5 non-anchor words, skipping



----------



--- Block #334 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>“It’s really a nice place here, and I can see why you wouldn’t want to leave,” he said. “I’m sorry for all the trouble and worry I caused, but you have to understand, I just didn’t know.”</p>
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--- Block #335 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>“Oh, that’s fine,” replied Jerry Muskrat, who was now really proud of his big cousin. “I hope that now you see how great it is, you’ll stay and make your home here.”</p>
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--- Block #336 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>Paddy the Beaver looked back at the large black shadow he recognized as the Green Forest. Far in the middle of it, he heard Hooty the Owl's hunting call. Then he gazed out over the Green Meadows, and from way on the far side, he heard Reddy Fox bark, which was replied to by Bowser the Hound's deep voice from Farmer Brown's dooryard. For some reason, that last sound made Paddy the Beaver shiver a bit, just like Hooty the Owl's voice made the smaller creatures of the Green Forest and the Green Meadows shudder when they heard it. Paddy wasn’t afraid of Hooty or Reddy Fox, but Bowser's booming voice was new to him, and for some reason, it frightened him. You see, the Green Meadows felt so strange and open that he didn't feel at home at all, as he truly loved the heart of the Green Forest.</p>



[SKIPPED] Reason: p has >5 non-anchor words, skipping



----------



--- Block #337 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>“No,” said Paddy the Beaver, “I definitely can't live here in the Smiling Pool. It’s a nice pool, but it wouldn't work for me at all, Cousin Jerry. I wouldn’t feel safe here for even a minute. Plus, there’s nothing to eat around here.”</p>



[SKIPPED] Reason: p has >5 non-anchor words, skipping



----------



--- Block #338 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>“Oh, yes, there is,” Jerry Muskrat interrupted. “There are lily roots and the best fresh-water clams and—”</p>



[SKIPPED] Reason: p has >5 non-anchor words, skipping



----------



--- Block #339 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>“But there are no trees,” said Paddy the Beaver, “and you know I need trees.”</p>



[SKIPPED] Reason: p has >5 non-anchor words, skipping



----------



--- Block #340 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>Jerry stared at Paddy like he couldn't comprehend. “Do—do you eat trees?” he finally asked.</p>



[SKIPPED] Reason: p has >5 non-anchor words, skipping



----------



--- Block #341 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>Paddy laughed. “Just the bark,” he said, “and I need a lot of it.”</p>



[SKIPPED] Reason: p has >5 non-anchor words, skipping



----------



--- Block #342 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>Jerry looked just as disappointed as he felt. “Of course you can't stay then,” he said, “and—I thought we would have such a great time together.”</p>



[SKIPPED] Reason: p has >5 non-anchor words, skipping



----------



--- Block #343 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>Paddy's eyes sparkled. “Maybe we will,” he said. “You see, I've almost decided to stick around the Laughing Brook in the Green Forest for a bit, and you can come visit me there. On our way down, I spotted a really nice hole in the bank that I think would make a great home for me for now, and you can come up to see me. But if I do stay, you, Grandfather Frog, and Spotty the Turtle have to keep it a secret. No one can know I'm there. Will you?”</p>



[SKIPPED] Reason: p has >5 non-anchor words, skipping



----------



--- Block #344 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>“Of course we will!” shouted Jerry Muskrat, Grandfather Frog, and Spotty the Turtle together.</p>



[SKIPPED] Reason: p has >5 non-anchor words, skipping



----------



--- Block #345 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>“Then I’ll stay,” said Paddy the Beaver, jumping into the Smiling Pool with a big splash.</p>



[SKIPPED] Reason: p has >5 non-anchor words, skipping



----------



--- Block #346 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p>And so one of Jerry Muskrat's greatest adventures ended with him finding his biggest cousin, Paddy the Beaver. Jerry has a lot of cousins, and one of them lives in the Green Meadows not far from the Smiling Pool. His name is Danny Meadow Mouse, and Danny is always having adventures too. He has them every day. In the next book, you'll get to hear about some of these if you want to read about them.</p>



[SKIPPED] Reason: p has >5 non-anchor words, skipping



----------



--- Block #347 (p) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<p><br/><br/><br/><br/></p>



[SKIPPED] Reason: Contains only link(s) with no extra text => skipping



----------



--- Block #348 (pre) ---

ORIGINAL HTML:

<pre></pre>



[SKIPPED] Reason: Contains only link(s) with no extra text => skipping



----------



=== LINE-BY-LINE COMPARISON ===

Line 1 (ORIG): <!DOCTYPE html>

Line 1 (NEW):  <!DOCTYPE html>

-----

Line 2 (ORIG): 

Line 2 (NEW):  

-----

Line 3 (ORIG): <html lang="en">

Line 3 (NEW):  <html lang="en">

-----

Line 4 (ORIG): <body><section class="pg-boilerplate pgheader" id="pg-header" lang="en"></section><pre></pre>

Line 4 (NEW):  <body><section class="pg-boilerplate pgheader" id="pg-header" lang="en"></section><pre></pre>

-----

Line 5 (ORIG): <p><br/><br/></p>

Line 5 (NEW):  <p><br/><br/></p>

-----

Line 6 (ORIG): <h1>

Line 6 (NEW):  <h1>

-----

Line 7 (ORIG):       THE ADVENTURES OF<br/><br/>JERRY MUSKRAT

Line 7 (NEW):        THE ADVENTURES OF<br/><br/>JERRY MUSKRAT

-----

Line 8 (ORIG):     </h1>

Line 8 (NEW):      </h1>

-----

Line 9 (ORIG): <p><br/><br/></p>

Line 9 (NEW):  <p><br/><br/></p>

-----

Line 10 (ORIG): <h2>

Line 10 (NEW):  <h2>

-----

Line 11 (ORIG):       By Thornton W. Burgess

Line 11 (NEW):        By Thornton W. Burgess

-----

Line 12 (ORIG):     </h2>

Line 12 (NEW):      </h2>

-----

Line 13 (ORIG): <p><br/> <br/></p>

Line 13 (NEW):  <p><br/> <br/></p>

-----

Line 14 (ORIG): <hr/>

Line 14 (NEW):  <hr/>

-----

Line 15 (ORIG): <p><br/> <br/></p>

Line 15 (NEW):  <p><br/> <br/></p>

-----

Line 16 (ORIG): <blockquote><div>

Line 16 (NEW):  <blockquote><div>

-----

Line 17 (ORIG): <p class="toc"><span class="xhtml_big"><b>CONTENTS</b></span></p>

Line 17 (NEW):  <p class="toc"><span class="xhtml_big"><b>CONTENTS</b></span></p>

-----

Line 18 (ORIG): <p><br/> <a class="pginternal" href="#link2HCH0001"> CHAPTER I: </a>  Jerry Muskrat  

Line 18 (NEW):  <p><br/> __A_TAG_PLACEHOLDER_0__  Jerry Muskrat  

-----

Line 19 (ORIG):         Has A Fright <br/><br/> <a class="pginternal" href="#link2HCH0002"> CHAPTER II: </a>   

Line 19 (NEW):          Gets Scared <br/><br/> __A_TAG_PLACEHOLDER_1__   

-----

Line 20 (ORIG):         The Convention At The Big Rock <br/><br/> <a class="pginternal" href="#link2HCH0003">

Line 20 (NEW):          The Gathering At The Big Rock <br/><br/> __A_TAG_PLACEHOLDER_2__   The Oracle Of The Smiling Pool <br/><br/>

-----

Line 21 (ORIG):         CHAPTER III: </a>   The Oracle Of The Smiling Pool <br/><br/>

Line 21 (NEW):  __A_TAG_PLACEHOLDER_3__   Grandfather Frog's  

-----

Line 22 (ORIG): <a class="pginternal" href="#link2HCH0004"> CHAPTER IV: </a>   Grandfather Frog's  

Line 22 (NEW):          Scheme <br/><br/> __A_TAG_PLACEHOLDER_4__   A  

-----

Line 23 (ORIG):         Plan <br/><br/> <a class="pginternal" href="#link2HCH0005"> CHAPTER V: </a>   A  

Line 23 (NEW):          Busy Day By The Smiling Pool <br/><br/> __A_TAG_PLACEHOLDER_5__   Farmer Brown's Boy Is Confused <br/><br/> __A_TAG_PLACEHOLDER_6__   Jerry Muskrat Makes  

-----

Line 24 (ORIG):         Busy Day At The Smiling Pool <br/><br/> <a class="pginternal" href="#link2HCH0006"> CHAPTER

Line 24 (NEW):          A Discovery <br/><br/> __A_TAG_PLACEHOLDER_7__   

-----

Line 25 (ORIG):         VI: </a>   Farmer Brown's Boy Is Puzzled <br/><br/> <a class="pginternal" href="#link2HCH0007"> CHAPTER VII: </a>   Jerry Muskrat Makes  

Line 25 (NEW):          Grandfather Frog Observes His Toes <br/><br/> __A_TAG_PLACEHOLDER_8__   The Laughing Brook Stops Chuckling <br/><br/>

-----

Line 26 (ORIG):         A Discovery <br/><br/> <a class="pginternal" href="#link2HCH0008"> CHAPTER VIII: </a>   

Line 26 (NEW):  __A_TAG_PLACEHOLDER_9__   Why The World  

-----

Line 27 (ORIG):         Grandfather Frog Watches His Toes <br/><br/> <a class="pginternal" href="#link2HCH0009">

Line 27 (NEW):          Seemed Upside Down To Jerry Muskrat <br/><br/> __A_TAG_PLACEHOLDER_10__   Five Heads Together <br/><br/> __A_TAG_PLACEHOLDER_11__   A Search For Trouble  

-----

Line 28 (ORIG):         CHAPTER IX: </a>   The Laughing Brook Stops Laughing <br/><br/>

Line 28 (NEW):          <br/><br/> __A_TAG_PLACEHOLDER_12__   Ol'  

-----

Line 29 (ORIG): <a class="pginternal" href="#link2HCH0010"> CHAPTER X: </a>   Why The World  

Line 29 (NEW):          Mistah Buzzard Sees Something <br/><br/> __A_TAG_PLACEHOLDER_13__   Spotty The Turtle Keeps Right On Moving  

-----

Line 30 (ORIG):         Seemed Upside Down To Jerry Muskrat <br/><br/> <a class="pginternal" href="#link2HCH0011">

Line 30 (NEW):          <br/><br/> __A_TAG_PLACEHOLDER_14__   What  

-----

Line 31 (ORIG):         CHAPTER XI: </a>   Five Heads Together <br/><br/> <a class="pginternal" href="#link2HCH0012"> CHAPTER XII: </a>   A Hunt For Trouble  

Line 31 (NEW):          Spotty The Turtle Discovered <br/><br/> __A_TAG_PLACEHOLDER_15__   The Pond In The Green Forest <br/><br/> __A_TAG_PLACEHOLDER_16__   Who Created The  

-----

Line 32 (ORIG):         <br/><br/> <a class="pginternal" href="#link2HCH0013"> CHAPTER XIII: </a>   Ol'  

Line 32 (NEW):          Mysterious Pond? <br/><br/> __A_TAG_PLACEHOLDER_17__   

-----

Line 33 (ORIG):         Mistah Buzzard Sees Something <br/><br/> <a class="pginternal" href="#link2HCH0014">

Line 33 (NEW):          Jerry Muskrat's Big Cousin <br/><br/> __A_TAG_PLACEHOLDER_18__   Jerry Muskrat Has A Full Day <br/><br/> __A_TAG_PLACEHOLDER_19__   Jerry Faces A Major  

-----

Line 34 (ORIG):         CHAPTER XIV: </a>   Spotty The Turtle Keeps Right On Going  

Line 34 (NEW):          Disappointment <br/><br/> __A_TAG_PLACEHOLDER_20__   

-----

Line 35 (ORIG):         <br/><br/> <a class="pginternal" href="#link2HCH0015"> CHAPTER XV: </a>   What  

Line 35 (NEW):          Jerry Muskrat Keeps Vigil <br/><br/> __A_TAG_PLACEHOLDER_21__   Jerry Overcomes His Fear <br/><br/> __A_TAG_PLACEHOLDER_22__   

-----

Line 36 (ORIG):         Spotty The Turtle Found <br/><br/> <a class="pginternal" href="#link2HCH0016"> CHAPTER XVI:

Line 36 (NEW):          Paddy The Beaver Performs A Kind Act <br/><br/> __A_TAG_PLACEHOLDER_23__   A Joyous Return Home <br/><br/> __A_TAG_PLACEHOLDER_24__   Paddy The Beaver  

-----

Line 37 (ORIG):         </a>   The Pond In The Green Forest <br/><br/> <a class="pginternal" href="#link2HCH0017"> CHAPTER XVII: </a>   Who Had Made The  

Line 37 (NEW):          Chooses To Stay <br/><br/></p>

-----

Line 38 (ORIG):         Strange Pond? <br/><br/> <a class="pginternal" href="#link2HCH0018"> CHAPTER XVIII: </a>   

Line 38 (NEW):  </div></blockquote>

-----

Line 39 (ORIG):         Jerry Muskrat's Big Cousin <br/><br/> <a class="pginternal" href="#link2HCH0019"> CHAPTER

Line 39 (NEW):  <p><br/> <br/></p>

-----

Line 40 (ORIG):         XIX: </a>   Jerry Muskrat Has A Busy Day <br/><br/> <a class="pginternal" href="#link2HCH0020"> CHAPTER XX: </a>   Jerry Has A Dreadful  

Line 40 (NEW):  <hr/>

-----

Line 41 (ORIG):         Disappointment <br/><br/> <a class="pginternal" href="#link2HCH0021"> CHAPTER XXI: </a>   

Line 41 (NEW):  <p><br/> <br/> <a id="link2HCH0001">

-----

Line 42 (ORIG):         Jerry Muskrat Keeps Watch <br/><br/> <a class="pginternal" href="#link2HCH0022"> CHAPTER

Line 42 (NEW):  <!--  H2 anchor --> </a></p>

-----

Line 43 (ORIG):         XXII: </a>   Jerry Loses His Fear <br/><br/> <a class="pginternal" href="#link2HCH0023"> CHAPTER XXIII:    </a>   

Line 43 (NEW):  <h2>

-----

Line 44 (ORIG):         Paddy The Beaver Does A Kind Deed <br/><br/> <a class="pginternal" href="#link2HCH0024">

Line 44 (NEW):        CHAPTER I: Jerry Muskrat Has A Fright

-----

Line 45 (ORIG):         CHAPTER XXIV: </a>   A Merry Home-Going <br/><br/> <a class="pginternal" href="#link2HCH0025"> CHAPTER XXV: </a>   Paddy The Beaver  

Line 45 (NEW):      </h2>

-----

Line 46 (ORIG):         Decides To Stay <br/><br/></p>

Line 46 (NEW):  <p>What had Mother Muskrat said about Farmer Brown's boy and his traps? Jerry Muskrat sat on the edge of the Big Rock and kicked his heels while he tried to remember. The truth is, Jerry hadn't paid much attention. He had been thinking about other stuff. Plus, it seemed to him that Mother Muskrat was completely ridiculous about a lot of things.</p>

-----

Line 47 (ORIG): </div></blockquote>

Line 47 (NEW):  <p>“Pooh!” said Jerry, puffing out his chest, “I can handle myself without being tied to my mom's apron strings! So what if Farmer Brown's kid is setting traps around the Smiling Pool? He can't trick your Uncle Jerry. He’s not as clever as he thinks; I can outsmart him any day.” Jerry laughed to himself, recalling how he had once tricked Farmer Brown's kid into believing a big trout was on his hook.</p>

-----

Line 48 (ORIG): <p><br/> <br/></p>

Line 48 (NEW):  <p>Slowly, Jerry eased into the Smiling Pool and swam over to his favorite log. Peter Rabbit poked his head over the edge of the bank. “Hey, Jerry,” he shouted, “last night I saw Farmer Brown’s boy heading this way with a bunch of traps. You’d better be careful!”</p>

-----

Line 49 (ORIG): <hr/>

Line 49 (NEW):  <p>“Go chase yourself, Peter Rabbit. I suppose I can take care of myself,”  

-----

Line 50 (ORIG): <p><br/> <br/> <a id="link2HCH0001">

Line 50 (NEW):         replied Jerry, slightly annoyed.</p>

-----

Line 51 (ORIG): <!--  H2 anchor --> </a></p>

Line 51 (NEW):  <p>Peter made a funny face and headed towards the sweet clover patch. Just as he disappeared from view, Billy Mink and Bobby Coon came down the Laughing Brook together. They looked really excited. When they spotted Jerry Muskrat, they waved him over to where they were, and as soon as he arrived, they both started talking at the same time, and it was all about Farmer Brown's son and his traps.</p>

-----

Line 52 (ORIG): <h2>

Line 52 (NEW):  <p>“You should really be careful, Jerry,” warned Billy Mink, who is quite the traveler and has had a lot of experience.</p>

-----

Line 53 (ORIG):       CHAPTER I: Jerry Muskrat Has A Fright

Line 53 (NEW):  <p>“Oh, I think I can take care of myself,” Jerry said casually, and once again headed toward his favorite log. And what do you think he was thinking about as he swam? He wished he knew what a trap looked like, because despite his bragging, he didn’t even know what to watch out for. As he got closer to his favorite log, something tickled his nose. He stopped swimming to sniff and sniff. Wow, it smelled so good! And it seemed to come straight from the old log. Jerry started swimming as fast as he could. In a few minutes, he climbed onto the old log. Then Jerry rubbed his eyes three times to make sure he was seeing correctly. There were delicious pieces of carrot right in front of him.</p>

-----

Line 54 (ORIG):     </h2>

Line 54 (NEW):  <p>Now there’s nothing Jerry Muskrat likes more than carrots. So he didn’t stop to think about how it ended up there. He just reached for the nearest piece and ate it. Then he grabbed the next piece and ate that one too. Afterward, he did a little dance out of happiness. When he was completely out of breath, he sat down to rest. Snap! Something grabbed Jerry Muskrat by the tail! Jerry squealed in fear and pain. Oh, it hurt so much! He twisted and turned, but he was stuck and couldn’t see what had him. Then he pulled and pulled until it felt like his tail would rip off. But it didn’t. So he kept pulling, and soon enough, the thing let go so suddenly that Jerry fell headfirst into the water.</p>

-----

Line 55 (ORIG): <p>What had Mother Muskrat said about Farmer Brown's boy and his traps? Jerry Muskrat sat on the edge of the Big Rock and kicked his heels while he tried to remember. The truth is, Jerry hadn't paid much attention. He had been thinking about other stuff. Plus, it seemed to him that Mother Muskrat was completely ridiculous about a lot of things.</p>

Line 55 (NEW):  <p>When he got home, Mother Muskrat took care of his sore tail for him. “What did I tell you about traps?” she asked sternly.</p>

-----

Line 56 (ORIG): <p>“Pooh!” said Jerry, puffing out his chest, “I can handle myself without being tied to my mom's apron strings! So what if Farmer Brown's kid is setting traps around the Smiling Pool? He can't trick your Uncle Jerry. He’s not as clever as he thinks; I can outsmart him any day.” Jerry laughed to himself, recalling how he had once tricked Farmer Brown's kid into believing a big trout was on his hook.</p>

Line 56 (NEW):  <p>Jerry stopped crying. “Was that a trap?” he asked. Then he remembered that in his fear he didn't even see it. “Oh, no,” he groaned, “I wouldn't recognize one today if I ran into it.”</p>

-----

Line 57 (ORIG): <p>Slowly, Jerry eased into the Smiling Pool and swam over to his favorite log. Peter Rabbit poked his head over the edge of the bank. “Hey, Jerry,” he shouted, “last night I saw Farmer Brown’s boy heading this way with a bunch of traps. You’d better be careful!”</p>

Line 57 (NEW):  <p><a id="link2HCH0002">

-----

Line 58 (ORIG): <p>“Go chase yourself, Peter Rabbit. I suppose I can take care of myself,”  

Line 58 (NEW):  <!--  H2 anchor --> </a></p>

-----

Line 59 (ORIG):        replied Jerry, slightly annoyed.</p>

Line 59 (NEW):  <div style="height: 4em;">

-----

Line 60 (ORIG): <p>Peter made a funny face and headed towards the sweet clover patch. Just as he disappeared from view, Billy Mink and Bobby Coon came down the Laughing Brook together. They looked really excited. When they spotted Jerry Muskrat, they waved him over to where they were, and as soon as he arrived, they both started talking at the same time, and it was all about Farmer Brown's son and his traps.</p>

Line 60 (NEW):  <br/><br/><br/><br/>

-----

Line 61 (ORIG): <p>“You should really be careful, Jerry,” warned Billy Mink, who is quite the traveler and has had a lot of experience.</p>

Line 61 (NEW):  </div>

-----

Line 62 (ORIG): <p>“Oh, I think I can take care of myself,” Jerry said casually, and once again headed toward his favorite log. And what do you think he was thinking about as he swam? He wished he knew what a trap looked like, because despite his bragging, he didn’t even know what to watch out for. As he got closer to his favorite log, something tickled his nose. He stopped swimming to sniff and sniff. Wow, it smelled so good! And it seemed to come straight from the old log. Jerry started swimming as fast as he could. In a few minutes, he climbed onto the old log. Then Jerry rubbed his eyes three times to make sure he was seeing correctly. There were delicious pieces of carrot right in front of him.</p>

Line 62 (NEW):  <h2>

-----

Line 63 (ORIG): <p>Now there’s nothing Jerry Muskrat likes more than carrots. So he didn’t stop to think about how it ended up there. He just reached for the nearest piece and ate it. Then he grabbed the next piece and ate that one too. Afterward, he did a little dance out of happiness. When he was completely out of breath, he sat down to rest. Snap! Something grabbed Jerry Muskrat by the tail! Jerry squealed in fear and pain. Oh, it hurt so much! He twisted and turned, but he was stuck and couldn’t see what had him. Then he pulled and pulled until it felt like his tail would rip off. But it didn’t. So he kept pulling, and soon enough, the thing let go so suddenly that Jerry fell headfirst into the water.</p>

Line 63 (NEW):        CHAPTER II: The Convention At The Big Rock

-----

Line 64 (ORIG): <p>When he got home, Mother Muskrat took care of his sore tail for him. “What did I tell you about traps?” she asked sternly.</p>

Line 64 (NEW):      </h2>

-----

Line 65 (ORIG): <p>Jerry stopped crying. “Was that a trap?” he asked. Then he remembered that in his fear he didn't even see it. “Oh, no,” he groaned, “I wouldn't recognize one today if I ran into it.”</p>

Line 65 (NEW):  <p>Jolly round, red Mr. Sun looked down on the Smiling Pool. He was so interested in what he saw that he almost forgot to keep climbing up into the blue sky. What do you think it was? It was a gathering at the Big Rock, the strangest meeting he had ever seen. Your dad would say it was a mass meeting of frustrated citizens. Maybe it was, but that’s a pretty long term. Anyway, Mother Muskrat said it was a gathering, and she should know, since she was the one who called it.</p>

-----

Line 66 (ORIG): <p><a id="link2HCH0002">

Line 66 (NEW):  <p>Of course Jerry Muskrat was there, along with his uncles, aunts, and all his cousins. Billy Mink was there too, along with all his family, even old Grandfather Mink, who has lost most of his teeth and is a bit hard of hearing.</p>

-----

Line 67 (ORIG): <!--  H2 anchor --> </a></p>

Line 67 (NEW):  <p>Little Joe Otter was there, with his mom, dad, and all his relatives, even his third cousins. Bobby Coon was also there, and he had brought every Coon he knew who had ever fished in the Smiling Pool or along the Laughing Brook. And everyone looked very serious, very serious indeed.</p>

-----

Line 68 (ORIG): <div style="height: 4em;">

Line 68 (NEW):  <p>When the last one arrived, Mother Muskrat climbed up on the Big Rock and called Jerry Muskrat to join her, so everyone could see him. Then she began to speak. “Friends of the Smiling Pool and Laughing Brook,” Mrs. Muskrat started, “I’ve gathered you here to show you what happened to my son Jerry and to ask for your advice.” She paused and pointed to Jerry's injured tail. “What do you think caused that?” she asked.</p>

-----

Line 69 (ORIG): <br/><br/><br/><br/>

Line 69 (NEW):  <p>“Jerry's probably been in a fight and lost,” said Bobby Coon to his neighbor, because Bobby Coon is a clumsy young troublemaker and doesn’t always show the right amount of respect to those around him.</p>

-----

Line 70 (ORIG): </div>

Line 70 (NEW):  <p>Mrs. Muskrat glared at him because she had overheard the comment. Then she raised one hand to signal for silence. “Friends, it was a trap—a trap set by Farmer Brown's son! A trap to catch you, me, and our kids!” she said seriously. “It's no longer safe for our little ones to play around the Smiling Pool or along the Laughing Brook. What are we going to do about this?”</p>

-----

Line 71 (ORIG): <h2>

Line 71 (NEW):  <p>Everybody stared at each other in shock. Then everyone started talking at once, and if Farmer Brown's boy could have heard everything they said about him, his face would have definitely turned beet red. In fact, I'm afraid it might have burned. What a scene! Everyone had a different opinion, and no one would listen to anyone else. Old Mr. Mink lost his cool and called Grandpa Otter a nosy know-it-all. It looked like the gathering was about to end in a nasty argument. Then Mr. Coon climbed up on the Big Rock and banged a stick to get everyone to quiet down.</p>

-----

Line 72 (ORIG):       CHAPTER II: The Convention At The Big Rock

Line 72 (NEW):  <p>“I propose,” he said, “that since we can’t come to an agreement, we should tell Great-Grandfather Frog about the danger and ask for his advice, because he is very old and wise and remembers when the world was young. All in favor, please raise your right hands.”</p>

-----

Line 73 (ORIG):     </h2>

Line 73 (NEW):  <p>At that moment, the air was filled with hands, and everyone was friendly again. So, it was decided to call in Great-Grandfather Frog.</p>

-----

Line 74 (ORIG): <p>Jolly round, red Mr. Sun looked down on the Smiling Pool. He was so interested in what he saw that he almost forgot to keep climbing up into the blue sky. What do you think it was? It was a gathering at the Big Rock, the strangest meeting he had ever seen. Your dad would say it was a mass meeting of frustrated citizens. Maybe it was, but that’s a pretty long term. Anyway, Mother Muskrat said it was a gathering, and she should know, since she was the one who called it.</p>

Line 74 (NEW):  <p><a id="link2HCH0003">

-----

Line 75 (ORIG): <p>Of course Jerry Muskrat was there, along with his uncles, aunts, and all his cousins. Billy Mink was there too, along with all his family, even old Grandfather Mink, who has lost most of his teeth and is a bit hard of hearing.</p>

Line 75 (NEW):  <!--  H2 anchor --> </a></p>

-----

Line 76 (ORIG): <p>Little Joe Otter was there, with his mom, dad, and all his relatives, even his third cousins. Bobby Coon was also there, and he had brought every Coon he knew who had ever fished in the Smiling Pool or along the Laughing Brook. And everyone looked very serious, very serious indeed.</p>

Line 76 (NEW):  <div style="height: 4em;">

-----

Line 77 (ORIG): <p>When the last one arrived, Mother Muskrat climbed up on the Big Rock and called Jerry Muskrat to join her, so everyone could see him. Then she began to speak. “Friends of the Smiling Pool and Laughing Brook,” Mrs. Muskrat started, “I’ve gathered you here to show you what happened to my son Jerry and to ask for your advice.” She paused and pointed to Jerry's injured tail. “What do you think caused that?” she asked.</p>

Line 77 (NEW):  <br/><br/><br/><br/>

-----

Line 78 (ORIG): <p>“Jerry's probably been in a fight and lost,” said Bobby Coon to his neighbor, because Bobby Coon is a clumsy young troublemaker and doesn’t always show the right amount of respect to those around him.</p>

Line 78 (NEW):  </div>

-----

Line 79 (ORIG): <p>Mrs. Muskrat glared at him because she had overheard the comment. Then she raised one hand to signal for silence. “Friends, it was a trap—a trap set by Farmer Brown's son! A trap to catch you, me, and our kids!” she said seriously. “It's no longer safe for our little ones to play around the Smiling Pool or along the Laughing Brook. What are we going to do about this?”</p>

Line 79 (NEW):  <h2>

-----

Line 80 (ORIG): <p>Everybody stared at each other in shock. Then everyone started talking at once, and if Farmer Brown's boy could have heard everything they said about him, his face would have definitely turned beet red. In fact, I'm afraid it might have burned. What a scene! Everyone had a different opinion, and no one would listen to anyone else. Old Mr. Mink lost his cool and called Grandpa Otter a nosy know-it-all. It looked like the gathering was about to end in a nasty argument. Then Mr. Coon climbed up on the Big Rock and banged a stick to get everyone to quiet down.</p>

Line 80 (NEW):        CHAPTER III: The Oracle Of The Smiling Pool

-----

Line 81 (ORIG): <p>“I propose,” he said, “that since we can’t come to an agreement, we should tell Great-Grandfather Frog about the danger and ask for his advice, because he is very old and wise and remembers when the world was young. All in favor, please raise your right hands.”</p>

Line 81 (NEW):      </h2>

-----

Line 82 (ORIG): <p>At that moment, the air was filled with hands, and everyone was friendly again. So, it was decided to call in Great-Grandfather Frog.</p>

Line 82 (NEW):  <p>Grandfather Frog lounged on his big green lily pad with his eyes half-closed, looking as if he had no clue about the meeting at the Big Rock. But he actually did know, because not much happens around the Smiling Pool that he doesn’t see or at least hear about. The Merry Little Breezes, skimming here, there, and everywhere, kept him updated on everything going on, so when he spotted Jerry Muskrat and Little Joe Otter swimming toward him, he was aware of their purpose. Still, he acted really surprised when Jerry Muskrat politely said, “Good morning, Grandfather Frog.”</p>

-----

Line 83 (ORIG): <p><a id="link2HCH0003">

Line 83 (NEW):  <p>“Good morning, Jerry Muskrat. You're up bright and early today,” replied Grandfather Frog.</p>

-----

Line 84 (ORIG): <!--  H2 anchor --> </a></p>

Line 84 (NEW):  <p>“If you don’t mind, they're looking for you at the Big Rock,” Jerry said.</p>

-----

Line 85 (ORIG): <div style="height: 4em;">

Line 85 (NEW):  <p>Grandfather Frog's eyes sparkled, but he made his voice deep and gruff as he replied: “Chugarum! You're a trickster, Jerry Muskrat, and Little Joe Otter is too. What prank are you trying to pull on me now?”</p>

-----

Line 86 (ORIG): <br/><br/><br/><br/>

Line 86 (NEW):  <p>Jerry Muskrat and Little Joe Otter looked a bit guilty because they were always trying to prank Grandfather Frog. “Honestly, Grandfather Frog, there’s no trick this time,” said Jerry. “There’s a meeting at the Big Rock to figure out how to stop Farmer Brown's boy from setting traps around the Smiling Pool and along the Laughing Brook, and everyone wants your advice since you're so old and wise. Please come.”</p>

-----

Line 87 (ORIG): </div>

Line 87 (NEW):  <p>Grandfather Frog adjusted his white and yellow waistcoat and pretended to think the situation over very seriously, while Jerry and Little Joe fidgeted impatiently. Finally, he spoke.</p>

-----

Line 88 (ORIG): <h2>

Line 88 (NEW):  <p>“I’m really old, just like you said, Jerry Muskrat, and it’s a long way to the Big Rock.”</p>

-----

Line 89 (ORIG):       CHAPTER III: The Oracle Of The Smiling Pool

Line 89 (NEW):  <p>“Climb on my back and I’ll take you over there,” said Jerry eagerly.</p>

-----

Line 90 (ORIG):     </h2>

Line 90 (NEW):  <p>“I'm worried that you'll tip me over,” replied Grandfather Frog.</p>

-----

Line 91 (ORIG): <p>Grandfather Frog lounged on his big green lily pad with his eyes half-closed, looking as if he had no clue about the meeting at the Big Rock. But he actually did know, because not much happens around the Smiling Pool that he doesn’t see or at least hear about. The Merry Little Breezes, skimming here, there, and everywhere, kept him updated on everything going on, so when he spotted Jerry Muskrat and Little Joe Otter swimming toward him, he was aware of their purpose. Still, he acted really surprised when Jerry Muskrat politely said, “Good morning, Grandfather Frog.”</p>

Line 91 (NEW):  <p>“No, I won't; just try me and see,” Jerry pleaded.</p>

-----

Line 92 (ORIG): <p>“Good morning, Jerry Muskrat. You're up bright and early today,” replied Grandfather Frog.</p>

Line 92 (NEW):  <p>So Grandfather Frog hopped onto Jerry Muskrat's back, and Jerry headed for the Big Rock as quickly as he could. When all the Minks, Otters, Raccoons, and Muskrats saw them coming, they cheered loudly, because Grandfather Frog is sometimes known as the oracle of the Smiling Pool. You know an oracle is someone who is very wise.</p>

-----

Line 93 (ORIG): <p>“If you don’t mind, they're looking for you at the Big Rock,” Jerry said.</p>

Line 93 (NEW):  <p>Bobby Coon helped Grandfather Frog onto the Big Rock, and once he was settled in comfortably, Mrs. Muskrat told him everything about Farmer Brown's boy and his traps, including how Jerry got caught by the tail, and she finished by asking for his advice, since they all knew he was very wise.</p>

-----

Line 94 (ORIG): <p>Grandfather Frog's eyes sparkled, but he made his voice deep and gruff as he replied: “Chugarum! You're a trickster, Jerry Muskrat, and Little Joe Otter is too. What prank are you trying to pull on me now?”</p>

Line 94 (NEW):  <p>When she said this, Grandfather Frog puffed himself up until it looked like his white and yellow vest would definitely burst. He sat very still for a while, staring straight at the cheerful, round, red Mr. Sun without blinking. Then he spoke in a deep voice.</p>

-----

Line 95 (ORIG): <p>Jerry Muskrat and Little Joe Otter looked a bit guilty because they were always trying to prank Grandfather Frog. “Honestly, Grandfather Frog, there’s no trick this time,” said Jerry. “There’s a meeting at the Big Rock to figure out how to stop Farmer Brown's boy from setting traps around the Smiling Pool and along the Laughing Brook, and everyone wants your advice since you're so old and wise. Please come.”</p>

Line 95 (NEW):  <p>“Tomorrow morning at sunrise, I’ll tell you what to do,” he said. And they couldn’t get another word out of him.</p>

-----

Line 96 (ORIG): <p>Grandfather Frog adjusted his white and yellow waistcoat and pretended to think the situation over very seriously, while Jerry and Little Joe fidgeted impatiently. Finally, he spoke.</p>

Line 96 (NEW):  <p><a id="link2HCH0004">

-----

Line 97 (ORIG): <p>“I’m really old, just like you said, Jerry Muskrat, and it’s a long way to the Big Rock.”</p>

Line 97 (NEW):  <!--  H2 anchor --> </a></p>

-----

Line 98 (ORIG): <p>“Climb on my back and I’ll take you over there,” said Jerry eagerly.</p>

Line 98 (NEW):  <div style="height: 4em;">

-----

Line 99 (ORIG): <p>“I'm worried that you'll tip me over,” replied Grandfather Frog.</p>

Line 99 (NEW):  <br/><br/><br/><br/>

-----

Line 100 (ORIG): <p>“No, I won't; just try me and see,” Jerry pleaded.</p>

Line 100 (NEW):  </div>

-----

Line 101 (ORIG): <p>So Grandfather Frog hopped onto Jerry Muskrat's back, and Jerry headed for the Big Rock as quickly as he could. When all the Minks, Otters, Raccoons, and Muskrats saw them coming, they cheered loudly, because Grandfather Frog is sometimes known as the oracle of the Smiling Pool. You know an oracle is someone who is very wise.</p>

Line 101 (NEW):  <h2>

-----

Line 102 (ORIG): <p>Bobby Coon helped Grandfather Frog onto the Big Rock, and once he was settled in comfortably, Mrs. Muskrat told him everything about Farmer Brown's boy and his traps, including how Jerry got caught by the tail, and she finished by asking for his advice, since they all knew he was very wise.</p>

Line 102 (NEW):        CHAPTER IV: Grandfather Frog's Plan

-----

Line 103 (ORIG): <p>When she said this, Grandfather Frog puffed himself up until it looked like his white and yellow vest would definitely burst. He sat very still for a while, staring straight at the cheerful, round, red Mr. Sun without blinking. Then he spoke in a deep voice.</p>

Line 103 (NEW):      </h2>

-----

Line 104 (ORIG): <p>“Tomorrow morning at sunrise, I’ll tell you what to do,” he said. And they couldn’t get another word out of him.</p>

Line 104 (NEW):  <p>Just as Old Mother West Wind and her Merry Little Breezes came down from the Purple Hills, and jolly, round, red Mr. Sun tossed off his nightcap and started his daily climb up in the blue sky, Great-Grandfather Frog hopped up on the Big Rock in the Smiling Pool. Even though it was early, all the little creatures who live along the Laughing Brook and around the Smiling Pool were there waiting for him. Bobby Coon had discovered two traps set by Farmer Brown's boy, and Billy Mink had nearly stepped into a third. No one felt safe anymore, but no one knew what to do. So they all waited for the wise advice of Great-Grandfather Frog, who, you know, is considered very, very wise.</p>

-----

Line 105 (ORIG): <p><a id="link2HCH0004">

Line 105 (NEW):  <p>Grandfather Frog cleared his throat. “Chugarum!” he said. “You need to find all the traps that Farmer Brown's boy has set.”</p>

-----

Line 106 (ORIG): <!--  H2 anchor --> </a></p>

Line 106 (NEW):  <p>“How are we going to do this?” asked Bobby Coon.</p>

-----

Line 107 (ORIG): <div style="height: 4em;">

Line 107 (NEW):  <p>“By looking for them,” replied Grandfather Frog sharply.</p>

-----

Line 108 (ORIG): <br/><br/><br/><br/>

Line 108 (NEW):  <p>Bobby Coon looked silly and quickly hid behind his mom.</p>

-----

Line 109 (ORIG): </div>

Line 109 (NEW):  <p>“All the raccoons and all the minks need to search along the banks of the Laughing Brook, and all the muskrats and all the otters must search along the banks of the Smiling Pool. You have to use your eyes and noses. When you find food in places you’ve never found it before, be careful! When you catch the first whiff of the human scent, be careful! Billy Mink, you’re small and quick, and your eyesight is sharp. Stay here on the Big Rock until you see Farmer Brown's boy coming. Then go hide in the bulrushes where you can watch him, but he can’t see you. Follow him wherever he goes around the Smiling Pool or along the Laughing Brook. Without knowing it, he will show you where every trap is hidden.”</p>

-----

Line 110 (ORIG): <h2>

Line 110 (NEW):  <p>“When all the traps have been found, drop a stick or a stone in each one. That will trigger them, and then they’ll be safe. After that, you can bury them deep in the mud. But don’t eat any of the food until you’ve set off all the traps, because there’s a good chance you'll get caught. Once all the traps are sprung, why not gather all the tasty things you find around them and take them to the Big Rock for a big feast?”</p>

-----

Line 111 (ORIG):       CHAPTER IV: Grandfather Frog's Plan

Line 111 (NEW):  <p>“Yay for Grandfather Frog! That's an awesome idea!” shouted Little Joe Otter, doing a somersault in the water.</p>

-----

Line 112 (ORIG):     </h2>

Line 112 (NEW):  <p>Everyone agreed with Little Joe Otter, and they quickly started to come up with a plan for a big hunt for Farmer Brown's boy's traps. The Muskrats and Otters began searching along the banks of the Smiling Pool, while the Coons and the Minks, except for Billy, headed towards the Laughing Brook. Billy climbed up on the Big Rock to keep an eye out, and Grandfather Frog slowly swam back to his big green lily pad to wait for some careless green flies for his breakfast.</p>

-----

Line 113 (ORIG): <p>Just as Old Mother West Wind and her Merry Little Breezes came down from the Purple Hills, and jolly, round, red Mr. Sun tossed off his nightcap and started his daily climb up in the blue sky, Great-Grandfather Frog hopped up on the Big Rock in the Smiling Pool. Even though it was early, all the little creatures who live along the Laughing Brook and around the Smiling Pool were there waiting for him. Bobby Coon had discovered two traps set by Farmer Brown's boy, and Billy Mink had nearly stepped into a third. No one felt safe anymore, but no one knew what to do. So they all waited for the wise advice of Great-Grandfather Frog, who, you know, is considered very, very wise.</p>

Line 113 (NEW):  <p><a id="link2HCH0005">

-----

Line 114 (ORIG): <p>Grandfather Frog cleared his throat. “Chugarum!” he said. “You need to find all the traps that Farmer Brown's boy has set.”</p>

Line 114 (NEW):  <!--  H2 anchor --> </a></p>

-----

Line 115 (ORIG): <p>“How are we going to do this?” asked Bobby Coon.</p>

Line 115 (NEW):  <div style="height: 4em;">

-----

Line 116 (ORIG): <p>“By looking for them,” replied Grandfather Frog sharply.</p>

Line 116 (NEW):  <br/><br/><br/><br/>

-----

Line 117 (ORIG): <p>Bobby Coon looked silly and quickly hid behind his mom.</p>

Line 117 (NEW):  </div>

-----

Line 118 (ORIG): <p>“All the raccoons and all the minks need to search along the banks of the Laughing Brook, and all the muskrats and all the otters must search along the banks of the Smiling Pool. You have to use your eyes and noses. When you find food in places you’ve never found it before, be careful! When you catch the first whiff of the human scent, be careful! Billy Mink, you’re small and quick, and your eyesight is sharp. Stay here on the Big Rock until you see Farmer Brown's boy coming. Then go hide in the bulrushes where you can watch him, but he can’t see you. Follow him wherever he goes around the Smiling Pool or along the Laughing Brook. Without knowing it, he will show you where every trap is hidden.”</p>

Line 118 (NEW):  <h2>

-----

Line 119 (ORIG): <p>“When all the traps have been found, drop a stick or a stone in each one. That will trigger them, and then they’ll be safe. After that, you can bury them deep in the mud. But don’t eat any of the food until you’ve set off all the traps, because there’s a good chance you'll get caught. Once all the traps are sprung, why not gather all the tasty things you find around them and take them to the Big Rock for a big feast?”</p>

Line 119 (NEW):        CHAPTER V: A Busy Day At The Smiling Pool

-----

Line 120 (ORIG): <p>“Yay for Grandfather Frog! That's an awesome idea!” shouted Little Joe Otter, doing a somersault in the water.</p>

Line 120 (NEW):      </h2>

-----

Line 121 (ORIG): <p>Everyone agreed with Little Joe Otter, and they quickly started to come up with a plan for a big hunt for Farmer Brown's boy's traps. The Muskrats and Otters began searching along the banks of the Smiling Pool, while the Coons and the Minks, except for Billy, headed towards the Laughing Brook. Billy climbed up on the Big Rock to keep an eye out, and Grandfather Frog slowly swam back to his big green lily pad to wait for some careless green flies for his breakfast.</p>

Line 121 (NEW):  <p>Everybody was excited. Yes, everyone in the Smiling Pool and along the Laughing Brook was just brimming with excitement. Even Spotty the Turtle, who usually takes everything so calmly that some think he’s slow, climbed up to the highest point of an old log to see what was happening. Only Grandfather Frog, sitting on his big green lily pad and watching for foolish green flies for his breakfast, seemed unaware that something unusual was happening. In reality, he was just as excited as everyone else, but because he is very old and considered very, very wise, he couldn't let it show.</p>

-----

Line 122 (ORIG): <p><a id="link2HCH0005">

Line 122 (NEW):  <p>What was it all about? Well, all the Minks, Coons, Otters, and Muskrats, who live and play around the Smiling Pool and the Laughing Brook, were looking for traps. Yes, they were searching for traps set by Farmer Brown's boy, just as Grandfather Frog had told them to.</p>

-----

Line 123 (ORIG): <!--  H2 anchor --> </a></p>

Line 123 (NEW):  <p>Jerry Muskrat and Little Joe Otter were out hunting together. They were swimming near the shore right where the Laughing Brook flows out of the Smiling Pool when Jerry scrunched up his funny little nose and stopped swimming. Sniff, sniff, sniff, went Jerry Muskrat. Then a few chilly shivers ran down his back and all the way to the tip of his tail.</p>

-----

Line 124 (ORIG): <div style="height: 4em;">

Line 124 (NEW):  <p>“What is it?” asked Little Joe Otter.</p>

-----

Line 125 (ORIG): <br/><br/><br/><br/>

Line 125 (NEW):  <p>“It's the dude smell,” whispered Jerry.</p>

-----

Line 126 (ORIG): </div>

Line 126 (NEW):  <p>Just then, Little Joe Otter took a deep sniff. “Wow, I smell fish!” he exclaimed, his eyes shining, and headed toward the source of the smell. He swam quicker than Jerry, and in a minute he yelled out in excitement.</p>

-----

Line 127 (ORIG): <h2>

Line 127 (NEW):  <p>“Hey, Jerry! Someone left a fish on the bank: What a treat!”</p>

-----

Line 128 (ORIG):       CHAPTER V: A Busy Day At The Smiling Pool

Line 128 (NEW):  <p>Jerry swam as fast as he could, his eyes wide with fear, because the closer he got, the stronger that awful smell of man became. “Don't touch it,” he shouted, panting. “Don't touch it, Joe Otter!”</p>

-----

Line 129 (ORIG):     </h2>

Line 129 (NEW):  <p>Little Joe laughed. “What’s wrong, Jerry? Are you scared I’ll eat it all before you get here?” he asked, reaching for the fish.</p>

-----

Line 130 (ORIG): <p>Everybody was excited. Yes, everyone in the Smiling Pool and along the Laughing Brook was just brimming with excitement. Even Spotty the Turtle, who usually takes everything so calmly that some think he’s slow, climbed up to the highest point of an old log to see what was happening. Only Grandfather Frog, sitting on his big green lily pad and watching for foolish green flies for his breakfast, seemed unaware that something unusual was happening. In reality, he was just as excited as everyone else, but because he is very old and considered very, very wise, he couldn't let it show.</p>

Line 130 (NEW):  <p>“Stop!” yelled Jerry, and pushed Little Joe just as he was about to touch the fish.</p>

-----

Line 131 (ORIG): <p>What was it all about? Well, all the Minks, Coons, Otters, and Muskrats, who live and play around the Smiling Pool and the Laughing Brook, were looking for traps. Yes, they were searching for traps set by Farmer Brown's boy, just as Grandfather Frog had told them to.</p>

Line 131 (NEW):  <p>Snap! A pair of sharp steel jaws snapped shut and caught Little Joe Otter by a toe claw. If it hadn't been for Jerry's push, he would have been caught by his whole foot.</p>

-----

Line 132 (ORIG): <p>Jerry Muskrat and Little Joe Otter were out hunting together. They were swimming near the shore right where the Laughing Brook flows out of the Smiling Pool when Jerry scrunched up his funny little nose and stopped swimming. Sniff, sniff, sniff, went Jerry Muskrat. Then a few chilly shivers ran down his back and all the way to the tip of his tail.</p>

Line 132 (NEW):  <p>“Oh! Oh! Oh!” cried Little Joe Otter.</p>

-----

Line 133 (ORIG): <p>“What is it?” asked Little Joe Otter.</p>

Line 133 (NEW):  <p>“Next time, I guess you'll remember what Grandfather Frog said about being careful when you find food in places it wasn't before,” said Jerry, as he helped Little Joe get free from the trap. But he left the claw behind and ended up with a really sore toe as a result. Then they buried the trap deep in the mud and began searching for another one.</p>

-----

Line 134 (ORIG): <p>“It's the man-smell,” whispered Jerry.</p>

Line 134 (NEW):  <p>All around the Smiling Pool and along the Laughing Brook, their cousins, uncles, aunts, and friends were just as busy. Every now and then, someone would have a close call just like Little Joe Otter. Meanwhile, up at the farmhouse, Farmer Brown's boy was busy planning what he would do with the pelts of the little animals he was sure he would catch in his traps.</p>

-----

Line 135 (ORIG): <p>Just then, Little Joe Otter took a deep sniff. “Wow, I smell fish!” he exclaimed, his eyes shining, and headed toward the source of the smell. He swam quicker than Jerry, and in a minute he yelled out in excitement.</p>

Line 135 (NEW):  <p><a id="link2HCH0006">

-----

Line 136 (ORIG): <p>“Hey, Jerry! Someone left a fish on the bank: What a treat!”</p>

Line 136 (NEW):  <!--  H2 anchor --> </a></p>

-----

Line 137 (ORIG): <p>Jerry swam as fast as he could, his eyes wide with fear, because the closer he got, the stronger that awful smell of man became. “Don't touch it,” he shouted, panting. “Don't touch it, Joe Otter!”</p>

Line 137 (NEW):  <div style="height: 4em;">

-----

Line 138 (ORIG): <p>Little Joe laughed. “What’s wrong, Jerry? Are you scared I’ll eat it all before you get here?” he asked, reaching for the fish.</p>

Line 138 (NEW):  <br/><br/><br/><br/>

-----

Line 139 (ORIG): <p>“Stop!” yelled Jerry, and pushed Little Joe just as he was about to touch the fish.</p>

Line 139 (NEW):  </div>

-----

Line 140 (ORIG): <p>Snap! A pair of sharp steel jaws snapped shut and caught Little Joe Otter by a toe claw. If it hadn't been for Jerry's push, he would have been caught by his whole foot.</p>

Line 140 (NEW):  <h2>

-----

Line 141 (ORIG): <p>“Oh! Oh! Oh!” cried Little Joe Otter.</p>

Line 141 (NEW):        CHAPTER VI: Farmer Brown's Boy Is Puzzled

-----

Line 142 (ORIG): <p>“Next time, I guess you'll remember what Grandfather Frog said about being careful when you find food in places it wasn't before,” said Jerry, as he helped Little Joe get free from the trap. But he left the claw behind and ended up with a really sore toe as a result. Then they buried the trap deep in the mud and began searching for another one.</p>

Line 142 (NEW):      </h2>

-----

Line 143 (ORIG): <p>All around the Smiling Pool and along the Laughing Brook, their cousins, uncles, aunts, and friends were just as busy. Every now and then, someone would have a close call just like Little Joe Otter. Meanwhile, up at the farmhouse, Farmer Brown's boy was busy planning what he would do with the pelts of the little animals he was sure he would catch in his traps.</p>

Line 143 (NEW):  <p>Farmer Brown's son was whistling happily as he walked across the Green Meadows. The Cheerful Little Breezes noticed him and rushed over to the Smiling Pool to inform Billy Mink. Farmer Brown's son was coming to check his traps. He was pretty sure he would find Billy Mink, Little Joe Otter, Jerry Muskrat, or maybe Bobby Coon.</p>

-----

Line 144 (ORIG): <p><a id="link2HCH0006">

Line 144 (NEW):  <p>Billy Mink was sitting on top of the Big Rock. He saw the Merry Little Breezes racing across the Green Meadows, and behind them, he spotted Farmer Brown's boy. Billy Mink dove headfirst into the Smiling Pool. Then he swam over to Jerry Muskrat's house and warned Jerry. Together, they searched for Little Joe Otter, and then the three little troublemakers in brown hid in the bulrushes, where they could keep an eye on Farmer Brown's boy.</p>

-----

Line 145 (ORIG): <!--  H2 anchor --> </a></p>

Line 145 (NEW):  <p>The first place Farmer Brown's boy went was Jerry Muskrat's old log.  

-----

Line 146 (ORIG): <div style="height: 4em;">

Line 146 (NEW):        Very carefully, he looked over the edge of the bank. The trap was gone!</p>

-----

Line 147 (ORIG): <br/><br/><br/><br/>

Line 147 (NEW):  <p>“Yay!” yelled Farmer Brown's boy. He was really excited as he grabbed the end of the chain that was attached to the old log. He was convinced he had finally caught Jerry Muskrat. When he pulled up the trap, it was empty. Between the jaws were a few hairs and a little bit of skin that Jerry Muskrat left behind when he triggered the trap with his tail.</p>

-----

Line 148 (ORIG): </div>

Line 148 (NEW):  <p>Farmer Brown's boy felt let down. “Well, I'll get him tomorrow, anyway,” he said to himself. Then he moved on to his next trap; it was nowhere to be found. When he pulled the chain, he was so excited that he shook. The trap didn't come up right away. He pulled and pulled, and then suddenly it came up, all covered in mud. Inside was a little claw from Little Joe Otter. Very carefully, Farmer Brown's boy reset the trap. If he could have looked over at the bulrushes and seen Little Joe Otter, Billy Mink, and Jerry Muskrat watching him, giggling and having fun, he wouldn’t have been so sure that he would catch Little Joe Otter next time.</p>

-----

Line 149 (ORIG): <h2>

Line 149 (NEW):  <p>All around the Smiling Pool and up and down the Laughing Brook, Farmer Brown's boy trudged, and every trap he found was triggered and buried in the mud. By this point, he had stopped whistling, and a confused frown was on his freckled face. What could it mean? Could another boy have discovered all his traps and played a prank by triggering them? The more he thought about it, the more confused he became. You see, he didn't know anything about the busy day the Minks, Otters, Muskrats, and Coons had the day before.</p>

-----

Line 150 (ORIG):       CHAPTER VI: Farmer Brown's Boy Is Puzzled

Line 150 (NEW):  <p>Old Grandfather Frog, sitting on his big green lily pad, smoothed his white and yellow vest and winked up at cheerful, round, red Mr. Sun as Farmer Brown's son walked across the Green Meadows.</p>

-----

Line 151 (ORIG):     </h2>

Line 151 (NEW):  <p>“Chugarum!” said Grandfather Frog, as he snapped up a foolish green fly.  

-----

Line 152 (ORIG): <p>Farmer Brown's son was whistling happily as he walked across the Green Meadows. The Cheerful Little Breezes noticed him and rushed over to the Smiling Pool to inform Billy Mink. Farmer Brown's son was coming to check his traps. He was pretty sure he would find Billy Mink, Little Joe Otter, Jerry Muskrat, or maybe Bobby Coon.</p>

Line 152 (NEW):        “It won’t help you at all to set those traps again!”</p>

-----

Line 153 (ORIG): <p>Billy Mink was sitting on top of the Big Rock. He saw the Merry Little Breezes racing across the Green Meadows, and behind them, he spotted Farmer Brown's boy. Billy Mink dove headfirst into the Smiling Pool. Then he swam over to Jerry Muskrat's house and warned Jerry. Together, they searched for Little Joe Otter, and then the three little troublemakers in brown hid in the bulrushes, where they could keep an eye on Farmer Brown's boy.</p>

Line 153 (NEW):  <p>Then Grandfather Frog called to Billy Mink and sent him to tell all the other little creatures of the Smiling Pool and the Laughing Brook that they needed to hurry and reset all the traps again like they had done before.</p>

-----

Line 154 (ORIG): <p>The first place Farmer Brown's boy went was Jerry Muskrat's old log.  

Line 154 (NEW):  <p>This time it was easy because they knew exactly where the traps were, so all day long they dropped sticks and stones into the traps and set them off again. Then they got ready for a big feast with all the delicious food that Farmer Brown's boy had left scattered around the traps.</p>

-----

Line 155 (ORIG):       Very carefully, he looked over the edge of the bank. The trap was gone!</p>

Line 155 (NEW):  <p><a id="link2HCH0007">

-----

Line 156 (ORIG): <p>“Yay!” yelled Farmer Brown's boy. He was really excited as he grabbed the end of the chain that was attached to the old log. He was convinced he had finally caught Jerry Muskrat. When he pulled up the trap, it was empty. Between the jaws were a few hairs and a little bit of skin that Jerry Muskrat left behind when he triggered the trap with his tail.</p>

Line 156 (NEW):  <!--  H2 anchor --> </a></p>

-----

Line 157 (ORIG): <p>Farmer Brown's boy felt let down. “Well, I'll get him tomorrow, anyway,” he said to himself. Then he moved on to his next trap; it was nowhere to be found. When he pulled the chain, he was so excited that he shook. The trap didn't come up right away. He pulled and pulled, and then suddenly it came up, all covered in mud. Inside was a little claw from Little Joe Otter. Very carefully, Farmer Brown's boy reset the trap. If he could have looked over at the bulrushes and seen Little Joe Otter, Billy Mink, and Jerry Muskrat watching him, giggling and having fun, he wouldn’t have been so sure that he would catch Little Joe Otter next time.</p>

Line 157 (NEW):  <div style="height: 4em;">

-----

Line 158 (ORIG): <p>All around the Smiling Pool and up and down the Laughing Brook, Farmer Brown's boy trudged, and every trap he found was triggered and buried in the mud. By this point, he had stopped whistling, and a confused frown was on his freckled face. What could it mean? Could another boy have discovered all his traps and played a prank by triggering them? The more he thought about it, the more confused he became. You see, he didn't know anything about the busy day the Minks, Otters, Muskrats, and Coons had the day before.</p>

Line 158 (NEW):  <br/><br/><br/><br/>

-----

Line 159 (ORIG): <p>Old Grandfather Frog, sitting on his big green lily pad, smoothed his white and yellow vest and winked up at cheerful, round, red Mr. Sun as Farmer Brown's son walked across the Green Meadows.</p>

Line 159 (NEW):  </div>

-----

Line 160 (ORIG): <p>“Chugarum!” said Grandfather Frog, as he snapped up a foolish green fly.  

Line 160 (NEW):  <h2>

-----

Line 161 (ORIG):       “It won’t help you at all to set those traps again!”</p>

Line 161 (NEW):        CHAPTER VII: Jerry Muskrat Makes A Discovery

-----

Line 162 (ORIG): <p>Then Grandfather Frog called to Billy Mink and sent him to tell all the other little creatures of the Smiling Pool and the Laughing Brook that they needed to hurry and reset all the traps again like they had done before.</p>

Line 162 (NEW):      </h2>

-----

Line 163 (ORIG): <p>This time it was easy because they knew exactly where the traps were, so all day long they dropped sticks and stones into the traps and set them off again. Then they got ready for a big feast with all the delicious food that Farmer Brown's boy had left scattered around the traps.</p>

Line 163 (NEW):  <p>The beautiful spring had brought a lot of joy to the Smiling Pool, just like it had to the Green Meadows and the Green Forest. Great-Grandfather Frog, who had slept through the long winter in his special bed deep in the mud, woke up with an appetite so huge that for a while it seemed like he could only think about his stomach. Jerry Muskrat had caught the spring fever and had been exploring up and down the Laughing Brook, checking out all sorts of places just for the fun of discovering new things. Little Joe Otter was having more fun than ever, if that was even possible. Mr. and Mrs. Redwing had returned to the bulrushes from their winter home down in the warm South. Everyone was happy, as happy as could be.</p>

-----

Line 164 (ORIG): <p><a id="link2HCH0007">

Line 164 (NEW):  <p>One sunny morning, Jerry Muskrat was sitting on the Big Rock in the middle of the Smiling Pool, just thinking about how happy everyone was and laughing at Little Joe Otter, who was displaying all kinds of antics in the water. Suddenly, Jerry’s keen eyes spotted something that made him furrow his brow in confusion as he stared at the opposite bank. Finally, he called out to Little Joe Otter.</p>

-----

Line 165 (ORIG): <!--  H2 anchor --> </a></p>

Line 165 (NEW):  <p>“Hey, Little Joe! Come over here!” shouted Jerry.</p>

-----

Line 166 (ORIG): <div style="height: 4em;">

Line 166 (NEW):  <p>“What for?” asked Little Joe, doing a flip in the water.</p>

-----

Line 167 (ORIG): <br/><br/><br/><br/>

Line 167 (NEW):  <p>“I want you to check if there’s anything wrong with my eyes,” replied Jerry.</p>

-----

Line 168 (ORIG): </div>

Line 168 (NEW):  <p>Little Joe Otter stopped swimming and looked up at Jerry Muskrat. “They look good to me,” he said, as he began to climb up onto the Big Rock.</p>

-----

Line 169 (ORIG): <h2>

Line 169 (NEW):  <p>“Sure, they look fine,” Jerry replied, “but what I really want to know is if they can see properly. Check out that bank over there.”</p>

-----

Line 170 (ORIG):       CHAPTER VII: Jerry Muskrat Makes A Discovery

Line 170 (NEW):  <p>Little Joe Otter looked over at the bank. He stared and stared, but he didn’t see anything unusual. It looked just like it always did. He told Jerry Muskrat that.</p>

-----

Line 171 (ORIG):     </h2>

Line 171 (NEW):  <p>“Then it must be my eyes,” sighed Jerry. “It definitely must be my eyes. It looks to me like the water isn’t reaching as far up on the bank as it did yesterday.”</p>

-----

Line 172 (ORIG): <p>The beautiful spring had brought a lot of joy to the Smiling Pool, just like it had to the Green Meadows and the Green Forest. Great-Grandfather Frog, who had slept through the long winter in his special bed deep in the mud, woke up with an appetite so huge that for a while it seemed like he could only think about his stomach. Jerry Muskrat had caught the spring fever and had been exploring up and down the Laughing Brook, checking out all sorts of places just for the fun of discovering new things. Little Joe Otter was having more fun than ever, if that was even possible. Mr. and Mrs. Redwing had returned to the bulrushes from their winter home down in the warm South. Everyone was happy, as happy as could be.</p>

Line 172 (NEW):  <p>Little Joe Otter looked again and his eyes went wide. “You’re right, Jerry Muskrat!” he exclaimed. “There’s nothing wrong with your eyes. The water is as low as it gets, even in the middle of summer. What could it mean?”</p>

-----

Line 173 (ORIG): <p>One sunny morning, Jerry Muskrat was sitting on the Big Rock in the middle of the Smiling Pool, just thinking about how happy everyone was and laughing at Little Joe Otter, who was displaying all kinds of antics in the water. Suddenly, Jerry’s keen eyes spotted something that made him furrow his brow in confusion as he stared at the opposite bank. Finally, he called out to Little Joe Otter.</p>

Line 173 (NEW):  <p>“I don’t know,” replied Jerry Muskrat. “It’s strange! It really is very strange! Let’s go ask Grandfather Frog. You know he’s very old and very wise, so maybe he can tell us what it means.”</p>

-----

Line 174 (ORIG): <p>“Hey, Little Joe! Come over here!” shouted Jerry.</p>

Line 174 (NEW):  <p>Splash! Jerry Muskrat and Little Joe Otter jumped into the Smiling Pool and kicked off a race to see who could get to Grandfather Frog first. He was lounging among the bulrushes at the edge of the Smiling Pool, since the lily pads weren't big enough for him to sit on comfortably yet.</p>

-----

Line 175 (ORIG): <p>“What for?” asked Little Joe, doing a flip in the water.</p>

Line 175 (NEW):  <p>“Oh, Grandfather Frog, what's wrong with the Smiling Pool?” they shouted, as they arrived completely out of breath.</p>

-----

Line 176 (ORIG): <p>“I want you to check if there’s anything wrong with my eyes,” replied Jerry.</p>

Line 176 (NEW):  <p>“Chugarum! There's nothing wrong with the Smiling Pool; it's the best place in the whole world,” Grandfather Frog replied gruffly.</p>

-----

Line 177 (ORIG): <p>Little Joe Otter stopped swimming and looked up at Jerry Muskrat. “They look good to me,” he said, as he began to climb up onto the Big Rock.</p>

Line 177 (NEW):  <p>“But there’s something wrong,” insisted Jerry Muskrat, and then he explained what he had found.</p>

-----

Line 178 (ORIG): <p>“Sure, they look fine,” Jerry replied, “but what I really want to know is if they can see properly. Check out that bank over there.”</p>

Line 178 (NEW):  <p>“I can't believe it,” said Grandfather Frog. “I've never heard of anything like that happening in spring.”</p>

-----

Line 179 (ORIG): <p>Little Joe Otter looked over at the bank. He stared and stared, but he didn’t see anything unusual. It looked just like it always did. He told Jerry Muskrat that.</p>

Line 179 (NEW):  <p><a id="link2HCH0008">

-----

Line 180 (ORIG): <p>“Then it must be my eyes,” sighed Jerry. “It definitely must be my eyes. It looks to me like the water isn’t reaching as far up on the bank as it did yesterday.”</p>

Line 180 (NEW):  <!--  H2 anchor --> </a></p>

-----

Line 181 (ORIG): <p>Little Joe Otter looked again and his eyes went wide. “You’re right, Jerry Muskrat!” he exclaimed. “There’s nothing wrong with your eyes. The water is as low as it gets, even in the middle of summer. What could it mean?”</p>

Line 181 (NEW):  <div style="height: 4em;">

-----

Line 182 (ORIG): <p>“I don’t know,” replied Jerry Muskrat. “It’s strange! It really is very strange! Let’s go ask Grandfather Frog. You know he’s very old and very wise, so maybe he can tell us what it means.”</p>

Line 182 (NEW):  <br/><br/><br/><br/>

-----

Line 183 (ORIG): <p>Splash! Jerry Muskrat and Little Joe Otter jumped into the Smiling Pool and kicked off a race to see who could get to Grandfather Frog first. He was lounging among the bulrushes at the edge of the Smiling Pool, since the lily pads weren't big enough for him to sit on comfortably yet.</p>

Line 183 (NEW):  </div>

-----

Line 184 (ORIG): <p>“Oh, Grandfather Frog, what's wrong with the Smiling Pool?” they shouted, as they arrived completely out of breath.</p>

Line 184 (NEW):  <h2>

-----

Line 185 (ORIG): <p>“Chugarum! There's nothing wrong with the Smiling Pool; it's the best place in the whole world,” Grandfather Frog replied gruffly.</p>

Line 185 (NEW):        CHAPTER VIII: Grandfather Frog Watches His Toes

-----

Line 186 (ORIG): <p>“But there’s something wrong,” insisted Jerry Muskrat, and then he explained what he had found.</p>

Line 186 (NEW):      </h2>

-----

Line 187 (ORIG): <p>“I can't believe it,” said Grandfather Frog. “I've never heard of anything like that happening in spring.”</p>

Line 187 (NEW):  <p>Grandfather Frog sat among the reeds by the Smiling Pool.  

-----

Line 188 (ORIG): <p><a id="link2HCH0008">

Line 188 (NEW):        Above him, Mr. Redwing was singing like his heart would explode with the pure joy of spring.</p>

-----

Line 189 (ORIG): <!--  H2 anchor --> </a></p>

Line 189 (NEW):  <pre>“Tra-la-la-lee, look at me! Look at me!  

-----

Line 190 (ORIG): <div style="height: 4em;">

Line 190 (NEW):  I’m as happy as I can be!  

-----

Line 191 (ORIG): <br/><br/><br/><br/>

Line 191 (NEW):  I’m happy all day long  

-----

Line 192 (ORIG): </div>

Line 192 (NEW):  And that’s why I sing my joyful song.”</pre>

-----

Line 193 (ORIG): <h2>

Line 193 (NEW):  <p>Of course Mr. Redwing was happy. Why wouldn't he be? It was beautiful springtime, the happiest time of the year, when joy seeps into everyone’s heart. Grandfather Frog listened. He nodded his head. “Chugarum! I’m happy, too,” said Grandfather Frog. But even as he said it, a worried expression crept into his big goggly eyes and down to the corners of his mouth, which had been stretched into a smile. Little by little, the smile grew smaller and smaller, until there was no smile left. No, Sir, there was no smile. Instead of looking happy, as he claimed to feel, Grandfather Frog actually looked unhappy.</p>

-----

Line 194 (ORIG):       CHAPTER VIII: Grandfather Frog Watches His Toes

Line 194 (NEW):  <p>The truth is he couldn't shake off what Jerry Muskrat and Little Joe Otter had told him—that something was wrong with the Smiling Pool. He didn't buy it, not a word of it. At least he tried to convince himself he didn't buy it. They had said that the water in the Smiling Pool was dropping lower and lower, just like it does in the middle of summer, during the hottest days. Now Grandfather Frog is very old and very wise, and he had never heard of such a thing happening in the spring. So he wouldn't believe it now. Still—and still, Grandfather Frog had a nagging feeling that something was off. Aha! he realized what it was! He had been sitting with water up to his middle, and now he was sitting with only his toes in the water, and he couldn't remember having changed his position!</p>

-----

Line 195 (ORIG):     </h2>

Line 195 (NEW):  <p>“Of course, I acted without thinking about what I was doing,” mumbled Grandfather Frog, but the worried look still stayed on his face. You see, he just couldn't bring himself to believe what he wanted to believe, no matter how hard he tried.</p>

-----

Line 196 (ORIG): <p>Grandfather Frog sat among the reeds by the Smiling Pool.  

Line 196 (NEW):  <p>“Chugarum! I know what I'll do; I'll watch my toes!” Grandfather Frog exclaimed.</p>

-----

Line 197 (ORIG):       Above him, Mr. Redwing was singing like his heart would explode with the pure joy of spring.</p>

Line 197 (NEW):  <p>So Grandfather Frog waded into the water until it reached his feet, and then he sat down and started watching his toes. Mr. Redwing saw him and thought Grandfather Frog looked so funny staring at his own toes that he paused singing long enough to ask, “What are you doing, Grandfather Frog?”</p>

-----

Line 198 (ORIG): <pre>“Tra-la-la-lee, look at me! Look at me!  

Line 198 (NEW):  <p>“Watching my toes,” Grandfather Frog replied gruffly.</p>

-----

Line 199 (ORIG): I’m as happy as I can be!  

Line 199 (NEW):  <p>“Watch out for your toes! Ha, ha, ha! Watch out for your toes! Who ever heard of such a thing? Are you scared they’ll run away, Grandfather Frog?” shouted Mr. Redwing.</p>

-----

Line 200 (ORIG): I’m happy all day long  

Line 200 (NEW):  <p>Grandfather Frog didn't respond. He continued to watch his toes. Mr. Redwing flew off to tell everyone he encountered how Grandfather Frog had become silly and was watching his toes. The sun shone down warm and bright, and before long, Grandfather Frog's big goggly eyes started to blink. Then his head began to nod, and then—well, then Grandfather Frog fell sound asleep.</p>

-----

Line 201 (ORIG): And that’s why I sing my joyful song.”</pre>

Line 201 (NEW):  <p>By and by, Grandfather Frog woke up suddenly. He looked down at his toes.  

-----

Line 202 (ORIG): <p>Of course Mr. Redwing was happy. Why wouldn't he be? It was beautiful springtime, the happiest time of the year, when joy seeps into everyone’s heart. Grandfather Frog listened. He nodded his head. “Chugarum! I’m happy, too,” said Grandfather Frog. But even as he said it, a worried expression crept into his big goggly eyes and down to the corners of his mouth, which had been stretched into a smile. Little by little, the smile grew smaller and smaller, until there was no smile left. No, Sir, there was no smile. Instead of looking happy, as he claimed to feel, Grandfather Frog actually looked unhappy.</p>

Line 202 (NEW):        They weren't in the water at all! In fact, the water was quite a long jump away.</p>

-----

Line 203 (ORIG): <p>The truth is he couldn't shake off what Jerry Muskrat and Little Joe Otter had told him—that something was wrong with the Smiling Pool. He didn't buy it, not a word of it. At least he tried to convince himself he didn't buy it. They had said that the water in the Smiling Pool was dropping lower and lower, just like it does in the middle of summer, during the hottest days. Now Grandfather Frog is very old and very wise, and he had never heard of such a thing happening in the spring. So he wouldn't believe it now. Still—and still, Grandfather Frog had a nagging feeling that something was off. Aha! he realized what it was! He had been sitting with water up to his middle, and now he was sitting with only his toes in the water, and he couldn't remember having changed his position!</p>

Line 203 (NEW):  <p>“Chugarum! Something's not right with the Smiling Pool!” shouted Grandfather Frog, as he made a long jump into the water and began swimming out to the Big Rock.</p>

-----

Line 204 (ORIG): <p>“Of course, I acted without thinking about what I was doing,” mumbled Grandfather Frog, but the worried look still stayed on his face. You see, he just couldn't bring himself to believe what he wanted to believe, no matter how hard he tried.</p>

Line 204 (NEW):  <p><a id="link2HCH0009">

-----

Line 205 (ORIG): <p>“Chugarum! I know what I'll do; I'll watch my toes!” Grandfather Frog exclaimed.</p>

Line 205 (NEW):  <!--  H2 anchor --> </a></p>

-----

Line 206 (ORIG): <p>So Grandfather Frog waded into the water until it reached his feet, and then he sat down and started watching his toes. Mr. Redwing saw him and thought Grandfather Frog looked so funny staring at his own toes that he paused singing long enough to ask, “What are you doing, Grandfather Frog?”</p>

Line 206 (NEW):  <div style="height: 4em;">

-----

Line 207 (ORIG): <p>“Watching my toes,” Grandfather Frog replied gruffly.</p>

Line 207 (NEW):  <br/><br/><br/><br/>

-----

Line 208 (ORIG): <p>“Watch out for your toes! Ha, ha, ha! Watch out for your toes! Who ever heard of such a thing? Are you scared they’ll run away, Grandfather Frog?” shouted Mr. Redwing.</p>

Line 208 (NEW):  </div>

-----

Line 209 (ORIG): <p>Grandfather Frog didn't respond. He continued to watch his toes. Mr. Redwing flew off to tell everyone he encountered how Grandfather Frog had become silly and was watching his toes. The sun shone down warm and bright, and before long, Grandfather Frog's big goggly eyes started to blink. Then his head began to nod, and then—well, then Grandfather Frog fell sound asleep.</p>

Line 209 (NEW):  <h2>

-----

Line 210 (ORIG): <p>By and by, Grandfather Frog woke up suddenly. He looked down at his toes.  

Line 210 (NEW):        CHAPTER IX: The Laughing Brook Stops Laughing

-----

Line 211 (ORIG):       They weren't in the water at all! In fact, the water was quite a long jump away.</p>

Line 211 (NEW):      </h2>

-----

Line 212 (ORIG): <p>“Chugarum! Something's not right with the Smiling Pool!” shouted Grandfather Frog, as he made a long jump into the water and began swimming out to the Big Rock.</p>

Line 212 (NEW):  <p>There was something off. Grandfather Frog sensed it the moment he woke up that morning. At first, he couldn't figure out what it was. He sat with just his head above the water and blinked his big, bulging eyes, trying to remember what was bothering him. Suddenly, Grandfather Frog realized how quiet it was. It was a different kind of quiet than anything he had ever encountered. He missed something, but he couldn’t pinpoint what it was. It wasn’t the song of Mr. Redwing; there were plenty of times he didn’t hear that. It was—Grandfather Frog sprang in surprise onto the shore. “Chugarum! The Laughing Brook! The Laughing Brook has stopped laughing!” cried Grandfather Frog.</p>

-----

Line 213 (ORIG): <p><a id="link2HCH0009">

Line 213 (NEW):  <p>Could it really be? Who's ever heard of such a thing, except when Jack Frost froze the Laughing Brook with thick black ice? In spring, summer, and fall, the Laughing Brook had laughed—such a cheerful, happy laugh—ever since Grandfather Frog could remember, and you know he remembers all the way back to long ago, because he is very old and very wise. Never once during all that time had the Laughing Brook stopped laughing. It couldn't be true now! Grandfather Frog cupped a hand behind one ear and listened and listened, but he couldn't hear a single sound.</p>

-----

Line 214 (ORIG): <!--  H2 anchor --> </a></p>

Line 214 (NEW):  <p>“Chugarum! It must be me,” said Grandfather Frog. “I guess I’m just getting old and hard of hearing. I’ll go over and ask Jerry Muskrat.”</p>

-----

Line 215 (ORIG): <div style="height: 4em;">

Line 215 (NEW):  <p>So Grandfather Frog dove into the water and swam out to the middle of the Smiling Pool, on his way to Jerry Muskrat's house. It was then that he truly realized what Jerry Muskrat and Little Joe Otter had told him the day before—that there was something really, really wrong with the Smiling Pool. He stopped swimming to look around, and it seemed like his big goggly eyes would pop right out of his head. Yes, it really looked like those big goggly eyes were about to pop out of Grandfather Frog's head. The Smiling Pool had shrunk so much that there wasn't enough of it left to smile!</p>

-----

Line 216 (ORIG): <br/><br/><br/><br/>

Line 216 (NEW):  <p>“Where are you going, Grandpa Frog?” asked a voice from above him.</p>

-----

Line 217 (ORIG): </div>

Line 217 (NEW):  <p>Grandfather Frog looked up. Peering down at him from over the edge of the Big Rock was Jerry Muskrat. The edge of the Big Rock was twice as high above the water as Grandfather Frog had ever seen it before.</p>

-----

Line 218 (ORIG): <h2>

Line 218 (NEW):  <p>“I—I—was going to swim over to your house to see you,” replied Grandfather Frog.</p>

-----

Line 219 (ORIG):       CHAPTER IX: The Laughing Brook Stops Laughing

Line 219 (NEW):  <p>“It's pointless,” replied Jerry, “because I'm not there. Plus, you wouldn't be able to swim there, anyway.”</p>

-----

Line 220 (ORIG):     </h2>

Line 220 (NEW):  <p>“Why not?” asked Grandfather Frog in shock.</p>

-----

Line 221 (ORIG): <p>There was something off. Grandfather Frog sensed it the moment he woke up that morning. At first, he couldn't figure out what it was. He sat with just his head above the water and blinked his big, bulging eyes, trying to remember what was bothering him. Suddenly, Grandfather Frog realized how quiet it was. It was a different kind of quiet than anything he had ever encountered. He missed something, but he couldn’t pinpoint what it was. It wasn’t the song of Mr. Redwing; there were plenty of times he didn’t hear that. It was—Grandfather Frog sprang in surprise onto the shore. “Chugarum! The Laughing Brook! The Laughing Brook has stopped laughing!” cried Grandfather Frog.</p>

Line 221 (NEW):  <p>“Because it’s not in the water anymore; it’s all the way up on dry land,” said Jerry Muskrat in the saddest voice.</p>

-----

Line 222 (ORIG): <p>Could it really be? Who's ever heard of such a thing, except when Jack Frost froze the Laughing Brook with thick black ice? In spring, summer, and fall, the Laughing Brook had laughed—such a cheerful, happy laugh—ever since Grandfather Frog could remember, and you know he remembers all the way back to long ago, because he is very old and very wise. Never once during all that time had the Laughing Brook stopped laughing. It couldn't be true now! Grandfather Frog cupped a hand behind one ear and listened and listened, but he couldn't hear a single sound.</p>

Line 222 (NEW):  <p>“What's that you said?” shouted Grandfather Frog, as if he couldn't believe what he was hearing.</p>

-----

Line 223 (ORIG): <p>“Chugarum! It must be me,” said Grandfather Frog. “I guess I’m just getting old and hard of hearing. I’ll go over and ask Jerry Muskrat.”</p>

Line 223 (NEW):  <p>“It's just as true as I'm sitting here,” Jerry said, sounding sad.</p>

-----

Line 224 (ORIG): <p>So Grandfather Frog dove into the water and swam out to the middle of the Smiling Pool, on his way to Jerry Muskrat's house. It was then that he truly realized what Jerry Muskrat and Little Joe Otter had told him the day before—that there was something really, really wrong with the Smiling Pool. He stopped swimming to look around, and it seemed like his big goggly eyes would pop right out of his head. Yes, it really looked like those big goggly eyes were about to pop out of Grandfather Frog's head. The Smiling Pool had shrunk so much that there wasn't enough of it left to smile!</p>

Line 224 (NEW):  <p>“Hey, Jerry Muskrat, tell me honestly; is the Laughing Brook laughing?” shouted Grandfather Frog.</p>

-----

Line 225 (ORIG): <p>“Where are you going, Grandpa Frog?” asked a voice from above him.</p>

Line 225 (NEW):  <p>“No,” Jerry said, “the Laughing Brook has stopped laughing, and the Smiling Pool has stopped smiling, and I think the world is upside down.”</p>

-----

Line 226 (ORIG): <p>Grandfather Frog looked up. Peering down at him from over the edge of the Big Rock was Jerry Muskrat. The edge of the Big Rock was twice as high above the water as Grandfather Frog had ever seen it before.</p>

Line 226 (NEW):  <p><a id="link2HCH0010">

-----

Line 227 (ORIG): <p>“I—I—was going to swim over to your house to see you,” replied Grandfather Frog.</p>

Line 227 (NEW):  <!--  H2 anchor --> </a></p>

-----

Line 228 (ORIG): <p>“It's pointless,” replied Jerry, “because I'm not there. Plus, you wouldn't be able to swim there, anyway.”</p>

Line 228 (NEW):  <div style="height: 4em;">

-----

Line 229 (ORIG): <p>“Why not?” asked Grandfather Frog in shock.</p>

Line 229 (NEW):  <br/><br/><br/><br/>

-----

Line 230 (ORIG): <p>“Because it’s not in the water anymore; it’s all the way up on dry land,” said Jerry Muskrat in the saddest voice.</p>

Line 230 (NEW):  </div>

-----

Line 231 (ORIG): <p>“What's that you said?” shouted Grandfather Frog, as if he couldn't believe what he was hearing.</p>

Line 231 (NEW):  <h2>

-----

Line 232 (ORIG): <p>“It's just as true as I'm sitting here,” Jerry said, sounding sad.</p>

Line 232 (NEW):        CHAPTER X: Why The World Seemed Upside Down To Jerry Muskrat

-----

Line 233 (ORIG): <p>“Hey, Jerry Muskrat, tell me honestly; is the Laughing Brook laughing?” shouted Grandfather Frog.</p>

Line 233 (NEW):      </h2>

-----

Line 234 (ORIG): <p>“No,” Jerry said, “the Laughing Brook has stopped laughing, and the Smiling Pool has stopped smiling, and I think the world is upside down.”</p>

Line 234 (NEW):  <p>Jerry Muskrat sat on the Big Rock in the Smiling Pool, which no longer smiled, and held his head in both hands because he had a headache. He had thought and thought and thought until it felt like his head was going to split open; and despite all his thinking, he didn't understand things any better now than he had at the start. You see, Jerry Muskrat's little world was a complete mess. Yes, Sir, Jerry's world was upside down! At least, it felt that way to him, and he just couldn't figure it out.</p>

-----

Line 235 (ORIG): <p><a id="link2HCH0010">

Line 235 (NEW):  <p>The Smiling Pool, the Laughing Brook, and the Green Meadows are Jerry Muskrat's little world. Now, as he sat on the Big Rock and looked around, the Green Meadows were as beautiful as ever. He could see no change in them. But the Laughing Brook had stopped laughing, and the Smiling Pool had stopped smiling. The truth is there wasn't enough of the Laughing Brook left to laugh, and there wasn't enough of the Smiling Pool left to smile.</p>

-----

Line 236 (ORIG): <!--  H2 anchor --> </a></p>

Line 236 (NEW):  <p>It was terrible! Jerry looked over at his house, which he had once been so proud of. He had built it with the doorway underwater. He felt completely safe there, because only Billy Mink or Little Joe Otter, who could swim underwater, could reach him. Now the Smiling Pool had shrunk so much that Jerry's house wasn’t in the water at all. Anyone who wanted to could get inside. The doorway was clearly visible. Even worse, there was the secret entrance to the long tunnel leading to his castle under the roots of the Big Hickory tree. That had been Jerry's most secret secret, and now it was out in the open for everyone to see. And there were all the amazing caves, holes, and hiding spots under the bank that had only been known to Jerry Muskrat, Billy Mink, and Little Joe Otter, because the openings had always been submerged. Now anyone could find them, as they were clearly visible. Instead of the once-smiling, shimmering water, Jerry saw only mud. It was mud, mud, mud everywhere! The bulrushes, which had always grown with their feet in the water, now stood in mud that was quickly drying up. The lily pads lay half curled up at the ends of their long stems, stretched out on the mud, looking very, very sick. Jerry turned towards the Laughing Brook. There was just a tiny stream of water trickling down the middle, with a few little pools where frightened trout and minnows huddled together. All the secrets of the Laughing Brook were on display, just like the secrets of the Smiling Pool. Jerry knew that if he wanted to find Billy Mink's hiding spots, all he had to do was walk up the Laughing Brook and look.</p>

-----

Line 237 (ORIG): <div style="height: 4em;">

Line 237 (NEW):  <p>“Yes, Sir, the world has flipped upside down,” said Jerry in a sad voice.</p>

-----

Line 238 (ORIG): <br/><br/><br/><br/>

Line 238 (NEW):  <p>“I think it has,” replied Grandfather Frog, looking up from the small pool of water at the base of the Big Rock.</p>

-----

Line 239 (ORIG): </div>

Line 239 (NEW):  <p>“I know it has!” shouted Jerry. “I wonder if it will ever right itself again.”</p>

-----

Line 240 (ORIG): <h2>

Line 240 (NEW):  <p>“If it doesn't, what are you going to do?” asked Grandfather Frog.</p>

-----

Line 241 (ORIG):       CHAPTER X: Why The World Seemed Upside Down To Jerry Muskrat

Line 241 (NEW):  <p>“I don’t know,” replied Jerry Muskrat. “Here come Little Joe Otter and Billy Mink; let’s find out what they’re up to.”</p>

-----

Line 242 (ORIG):     </h2>

Line 242 (NEW):  <p><a id="link2HCH0011">

-----

Line 243 (ORIG): <p>Jerry Muskrat sat on the Big Rock in the Smiling Pool, which no longer smiled, and held his head in both hands because he had a headache. He had thought and thought and thought until it felt like his head was going to split open; and despite all his thinking, he didn't understand things any better now than he had at the start. You see, Jerry Muskrat's little world was a complete mess. Yes, Sir, Jerry's world was upside down! At least, it felt that way to him, and he just couldn't figure it out.</p>

Line 243 (NEW):  <!--  H2 anchor --> </a></p>

-----

Line 244 (ORIG): <p>The Smiling Pool, the Laughing Brook, and the Green Meadows are Jerry Muskrat's little world. Now, as he sat on the Big Rock and looked around, the Green Meadows were as beautiful as ever. He could see no change in them. But the Laughing Brook had stopped laughing, and the Smiling Pool had stopped smiling. The truth is there wasn't enough of the Laughing Brook left to laugh, and there wasn't enough of the Smiling Pool left to smile.</p>

Line 244 (NEW):  <div style="height: 4em;">

-----

Line 245 (ORIG): <p>It was terrible! Jerry looked over at his house, which he had once been so proud of. He had built it with the doorway underwater. He felt completely safe there, because only Billy Mink or Little Joe Otter, who could swim underwater, could reach him. Now the Smiling Pool had shrunk so much that Jerry's house wasn’t in the water at all. Anyone who wanted to could get inside. The doorway was clearly visible. Even worse, there was the secret entrance to the long tunnel leading to his castle under the roots of the Big Hickory tree. That had been Jerry's most secret secret, and now it was out in the open for everyone to see. And there were all the amazing caves, holes, and hiding spots under the bank that had only been known to Jerry Muskrat, Billy Mink, and Little Joe Otter, because the openings had always been submerged. Now anyone could find them, as they were clearly visible. Instead of the once-smiling, shimmering water, Jerry saw only mud. It was mud, mud, mud everywhere! The bulrushes, which had always grown with their feet in the water, now stood in mud that was quickly drying up. The lily pads lay half curled up at the ends of their long stems, stretched out on the mud, looking very, very sick. Jerry turned towards the Laughing Brook. There was just a tiny stream of water trickling down the middle, with a few little pools where frightened trout and minnows huddled together. All the secrets of the Laughing Brook were on display, just like the secrets of the Smiling Pool. Jerry knew that if he wanted to find Billy Mink's hiding spots, all he had to do was walk up the Laughing Brook and look.</p>

Line 245 (NEW):  <br/><br/><br/><br/>

-----

Line 246 (ORIG): <p>“Yes, Sir, the world has flipped upside down,” said Jerry in a sad voice.</p>

Line 246 (NEW):  </div>

-----

Line 247 (ORIG): <p>“I think it has,” replied Grandfather Frog, looking up from the small pool of water at the base of the Big Rock.</p>

Line 247 (NEW):  <h2>

-----

Line 248 (ORIG): <p>“I know it has!” shouted Jerry. “I wonder if it will ever right itself again.”</p>

Line 248 (NEW):        CHAPTER XI: Five Heads Together

-----

Line 249 (ORIG): <p>“If it doesn't, what are you going to do?” asked Grandfather Frog.</p>

Line 249 (NEW):      </h2>

-----

Line 250 (ORIG): <p>“I don’t know,” replied Jerry Muskrat. “Here come Little Joe Otter and Billy Mink; let’s find out what they’re up to.”</p>

Line 250 (NEW):  <p>Something had to change. Jerry Muskrat thought so. Grandfather Frog thought so. Billy Mink thought so. Little Joe Otter thought so. Even Spotty the Turtle thought so. The Laughing Brook couldn't laugh, and the Smiling Pool couldn't smile. You see, there just wasn't enough water in either of them to laugh or smile, and no one knew if there ever would be again. Nobody had ever experienced anything like this before, so nobody knew what to think or do. And yet, they all felt that something had to be done.</p>

-----

Line 251 (ORIG): <p><a id="link2HCH0011">

Line 251 (NEW):  <p>“What do you think, Billy Mink?” asked Grandfather Frog.</p>

-----

Line 252 (ORIG): <!--  H2 anchor --> </a></p>

Line 252 (NEW):  <p>Billy Mink looked down from the top of the Big Rock into the small pool of water that was all that remained of the Smiling Pool. He could see a dozen fat trout in it, and he knew he could catch them easily since there was nowhere for them to swim away. But for some reason, he didn't want to catch them. He knew they were already scared almost to death from the water draining away from the Laughing Brook and the Smiling Pool, and he felt sorry for them.</p>

-----

Line 253 (ORIG): <div style="height: 4em;">

Line 253 (NEW):  <p>“I think the best thing we can do is head down to the Big River. I’ve been down there, and it’s nice,” said Billy Mink.</p>

-----

Line 254 (ORIG): <br/><br/><br/><br/>

Line 254 (NEW):  <p>“That's what I believe,” said Little Joe Otter. “There's no risk of the Big River drying up.”</p>

-----

Line 255 (ORIG): </div>

Line 255 (NEW):  <p>“How do you know?” asked Jerry Muskrat. “The Laughing Brook and the Smiling Pool have never gone dry before.”</p>

-----

Line 256 (ORIG): <h2>

Line 256 (NEW):  <p>“It's a really long way down to the Big River,” interrupted Spotty the Turtle, who moves super slowly and carries his home with him.</p>

-----

Line 257 (ORIG):       CHAPTER XI: Five Heads Together

Line 257 (NEW):  <p>“Chugarum! I, for one, don't want to leave the Smiling Pool without figuring out what the issue is.</p>

-----

Line 258 (ORIG):     </h2>

Line 258 (NEW):  <pre>“There’s nothing that happens, as you know,  

-----

Line 259 (ORIG): <p>Something had to change. Jerry Muskrat thought so. Grandfather Frog thought so. Billy Mink thought so. Little Joe Otter thought so. Even Spotty the Turtle thought so. The Laughing Brook couldn't laugh, and the Smiling Pool couldn't smile. You see, there just wasn't enough water in either of them to laugh or smile, and no one knew if there ever would be again. Nobody had ever experienced anything like this before, so nobody knew what to think or do. And yet, they all felt that something had to be done.</p>

Line 259 (NEW):  That doesn’t have a reason behind it.”  </pre>

-----

Line 260 (ORIG): <p>“What do you think, Billy Mink?” asked Grandfather Frog.</p>

Line 260 (NEW):  <p>“Now there has to be a reason for this awful trouble with the Smiling Pool, and if we can figure that out, maybe we’ll know better what to do,” said Grandfather Frog.</p>

-----

Line 261 (ORIG): <p>Billy Mink looked down from the top of the Big Rock into the small pool of water that was all that remained of the Smiling Pool. He could see a dozen fat trout in it, and he knew he could catch them easily since there was nowhere for them to swim away. But for some reason, he didn't want to catch them. He knew they were already scared almost to death from the water draining away from the Laughing Brook and the Smiling Pool, and he felt sorry for them.</p>

Line 261 (NEW):  <p>Jerry Muskrat nodded. “Grandfather Frog is right,” he said. “There has to be a cause, but where do we look for it? I’ve searched the Smiling Pool everywhere, and I’m certain it isn’t there.”</p>

-----

Line 262 (ORIG): <p>“I think the best thing we can do is head down to the Big River. I’ve been down there, and it’s nice,” said Billy Mink.</p>

Line 262 (NEW):  <p>Grandfather Frog actually smiled. “Chugarum!” he said. “Of course the cause of all the trouble isn't in the Smiling Pool. Anyone would know that!”</p>

-----

Line 263 (ORIG): <p>“That's what I believe,” said Little Joe Otter. “There's no risk of the Big River drying up.”</p>

Line 263 (NEW):  <p>“Well, if you know so much, tell us where it is then!” snapped Jerry Muskrat.</p>

-----

Line 264 (ORIG): <p>“How do you know?” asked Jerry Muskrat. “The Laughing Brook and the Smiling Pool have never gone dry before.”</p>

Line 264 (NEW):  <p>“In the Laughing Brook, of course,” replied Grandfather Frog.</p>

-----

Line 265 (ORIG): <p>“It's a really long way down to the Big River,” interrupted Spotty the Turtle, who moves super slowly and carries his home with him.</p>

Line 265 (NEW):  <p>“No way!” said Billy Mink. “I’ve gone all the way down the Laughing Brook to the Big River, and I didn’t find anything.”</p>

-----

Line 266 (ORIG): <p>“Chugarum! I, for one, don't want to leave the Smiling Pool without figuring out what the issue is.</p>

Line 266 (NEW):  <p>“Have you gone all the way up the Laughing Brook to where it begins?” asked Grandfather Frog.</p>

-----

Line 267 (ORIG): <pre>“There’s nothing that happens, as you know,  

Line 267 (NEW):  <p>“Nope,” replied Billy Mink.</p>

-----

Line 268 (ORIG): That doesn’t have a reason behind it.”  </pre>

Line 268 (NEW):  <p>“Well, that's where the real problem lies,” said Grandfather Frog, acting like he knew everything about it. “It's the water from the Laughing Brook that fills the Smiling Pool, and the Smiling Pool could never dry up unless the Laughing Brook stopped flowing first.”</p>

-----

Line 269 (ORIG): <p>“Now there has to be a reason for this awful trouble with the Smiling Pool, and if we can figure that out, maybe we’ll know better what to do,” said Grandfather Frog.</p>

Line 269 (NEW):  <p>“That's true! I never thought of that,” exclaimed Little Joe Otter. “You know what, Billy Mink and I will head up the Laughing Brook and see what we can discover.”</p>

-----

Line 270 (ORIG): <p>Jerry Muskrat nodded. “Grandfather Frog is right,” he said. “There has to be a cause, but where do we look for it? I’ve searched the Smiling Pool everywhere, and I’m certain it isn’t there.”</p>

Line 270 (NEW):  <p>“Chugarum! Let’s all go,” said Grandfather Frog.</p>

-----

Line 271 (ORIG): <p>Grandfather Frog actually smiled. “Chugarum!” he said. “Of course the cause of all the trouble isn't in the Smiling Pool. Anyone would know that!”</p>

Line 271 (NEW):  <p>Then the five gathered together and agreed to head up the Laughing Brook to search for the trouble.</p>

-----

Line 272 (ORIG): <p>“Well, if you know so much, tell us where it is then!” snapped Jerry Muskrat.</p>

Line 272 (NEW):  <p><a id="link2HCH0012">

-----

Line 273 (ORIG): <p>“In the Laughing Brook, of course,” replied Grandfather Frog.</p>

Line 273 (NEW):  <!--  H2 anchor --> </a></p>

-----

Line 274 (ORIG): <p>“No way!” said Billy Mink. “I’ve gone all the way down the Laughing Brook to the Big River, and I didn’t find anything.”</p>

Line 274 (NEW):  <div style="height: 4em;">

-----

Line 275 (ORIG): <p>“Have you gone all the way up the Laughing Brook to where it begins?” asked Grandfather Frog.</p>

Line 275 (NEW):  <br/><br/><br/><br/>

-----

Line 276 (ORIG): <p>“No-o,” replied Billy Mink.</p>

Line 276 (NEW):  </div>

-----

Line 277 (ORIG): <p>“Well, that's where the real problem lies,” said Grandfather Frog, acting like he knew everything about it. “It's the water from the Laughing Brook that fills the Smiling Pool, and the Smiling Pool could never dry up unless the Laughing Brook stopped flowing first.”</p>

Line 277 (NEW):  <h2>

-----

Line 278 (ORIG): <p>“That's true! I never thought of that,” exclaimed Little Joe Otter. “You know what, Billy Mink and I will head up the Laughing Brook and see what we can discover.”</p>

Line 278 (NEW):        CHAPTER XII: A Hunt For Trouble

-----

Line 279 (ORIG): <p>“Chugarum! Let’s all go,” said Grandfather Frog.</p>

Line 279 (NEW):      </h2>

-----

Line 280 (ORIG): <p>Then the five gathered together and agreed to head up the Laughing Brook to search for the trouble.</p>

Line 280 (NEW):  <p>Old Mister Buzzard, soaring high in the bright blue sky, looked down at a funny sight. Yes, it was definitely a funny sight. It was a little procession of five of his friends from the Smiling Pool. First was Billy Mink, who, because he is slim and quick, moves so fast that sometimes it's hard to keep up with him. Behind him was Little Joe Otter, whose legs are so short that he almost looks like he doesn't have any. Behind Little Joe was Jerry Muskrat, who is better at swimming than walking. Behind Jerry was Grandfather Frog, who doesn’t walk or run but hops with great leaps. Last was Spotty the Turtle, who moves very, very slowly because he carries his home with him. And all five were heading up the Laughing Brook, which no longer laughed because there wasn’t enough water in it.</p>

-----

Line 281 (ORIG): <p><a id="link2HCH0012">

Line 281 (NEW):  <p>Now Old Mister Buzzard hadn't been near the Smiling Pool for a while, and he didn't know that the Smiling Pool had stopped smiling and the Laughing Brook had stopped laughing. When he looked down and saw that the water was nearly gone, leaving the trout and minnows with hardly enough to live in, he was so shocked that he kept repeating to himself:</p>

-----

Line 282 (ORIG): <!--  H2 anchor --> </a></p>

Line 282 (NEW):  <p>“For the land's sake! For the land's sake!”</p>

-----

Line 283 (ORIG): <div style="height: 4em;">

Line 283 (NEW):  <p>Then, when he saw his five little friends walking up the Laughing Brook, he immediately figured it must relate to the trouble in the Smiling Pool. Old Mr. Buzzard just spread his wide wings and glided down, down from the bright blue sky until he was right above Grandfather Frog.</p>

-----

Line 284 (ORIG): <br/><br/><br/><br/>

Line 284 (NEW):  <p>“Where are you all going?” asked Old Mister Buzzard.</p>

-----

Line 285 (ORIG): </div>

Line 285 (NEW):  <p>“Chugarum! To figure out what’s wrong with the Laughing Brook,” replied Grandfather Frog.</p>

-----

Line 286 (ORIG): <h2>

Line 286 (NEW):  <p>“I'll help you,” said Ol' Mistah Buzzard, once again gliding through the bright, blue sky.</p>

-----

Line 287 (ORIG):       CHAPTER XII: A Hunt For Trouble

Line 287 (NEW):  <p>Grandfather Frog watched him until he became just a tiny dot. “I wish I had wings,” sighed Grandfather Frog, and once again started to hop along the bank of the Laughing Brook.</p>

-----

Line 288 (ORIG):     </h2>

Line 288 (NEW):  <p>The Laughing Brook flowed down from the Green Forest and wound through the Green Meadows for a bit before it reached the Smiling Pool. There, the sun shone down into it, and Grandfather Frog didn’t mind, even though his legs were getting tired. But when they entered the Green Forest, it was dark and gloomy. At least that’s how Grandfather Frog felt, and Spotty the Turtle agreed, because they both really loved the sunshine. But they kept going, feeling that they needed to figure out what was wrong with the Laughing Brook. If they solved that, they would also uncover the issue with the Smiling Pool.</p>

-----

Line 289 (ORIG): <p>Old Mister Buzzard, soaring high in the bright blue sky, looked down at a funny sight. Yes, it was definitely a funny sight. It was a little procession of five of his friends from the Smiling Pool. First was Billy Mink, who, because he is slim and quick, moves so fast that sometimes it's hard to keep up with him. Behind him was Little Joe Otter, whose legs are so short that he almost looks like he doesn't have any. Behind Little Joe was Jerry Muskrat, who is better at swimming than walking. Behind Jerry was Grandfather Frog, who doesn’t walk or run but hops with great leaps. Last was Spotty the Turtle, who moves very, very slowly because he carries his home with him. And all five were heading up the Laughing Brook, which no longer laughed because there wasn’t enough water in it.</p>

Line 289 (NEW):  <p>So Billy Mink jumped and skipped ahead; Little Joe Otter ran; Jerry Muskrat walked, because he gets tired quickly on land; Grandfather Frog hopped; Spotty the Turtle crawled, and way up in the bright blue sky, Old Mister Buzzard flew, all looking for the trouble that had stopped the Laughing Brook from laughing and the Smiling Pool from smiling.</p>

-----

Line 290 (ORIG): <p>Now Old Mister Buzzard hadn't been near the Smiling Pool for a while, and he didn't know that the Smiling Pool had stopped smiling and the Laughing Brook had stopped laughing. When he looked down and saw that the water was nearly gone, leaving the trout and minnows with hardly enough to live in, he was so shocked that he kept repeating to himself:</p>

Line 290 (NEW):  <p><a id="link2HCH0013">

-----

Line 291 (ORIG): <p>“For the land's sake! For the land's sake!”</p>

Line 291 (NEW):  <!--  H2 anchor --> </a></p>

-----

Line 292 (ORIG): <p>Then, when he saw his five little friends walking up the Laughing Brook, he immediately figured it must relate to the trouble in the Smiling Pool. Old Mr. Buzzard just spread his wide wings and glided down, down from the bright blue sky until he was right above Grandfather Frog.</p>

Line 292 (NEW):  <div style="height: 4em;">

-----

Line 293 (ORIG): <p>“Where are you all going?” asked Old Mister Buzzard.</p>

Line 293 (NEW):  <br/><br/><br/><br/>

-----

Line 294 (ORIG): <p>“Chugarum! To figure out what’s wrong with the Laughing Brook,” replied Grandfather Frog.</p>

Line 294 (NEW):  </div>

-----

Line 295 (ORIG): <p>“I'll help you,” said Ol' Mistah Buzzard, once again gliding through the bright, blue sky.</p>

Line 295 (NEW):  <h2>

-----

Line 296 (ORIG): <p>Grandfather Frog watched him until he became just a tiny dot. “I wish I had wings,” sighed Grandfather Frog, and once again started to hop along the bank of the Laughing Brook.</p>

Line 296 (NEW):        CHAPTER XIII: Ol' Mistah Buzzard Sees Something

-----

Line 297 (ORIG): <p>The Laughing Brook flowed down from the Green Forest and wound through the Green Meadows for a bit before it reached the Smiling Pool. There, the sun shone down into it, and Grandfather Frog didn’t mind, even though his legs were getting tired. But when they entered the Green Forest, it was dark and gloomy. At least that’s how Grandfather Frog felt, and Spotty the Turtle agreed, because they both really loved the sunshine. But they kept going, feeling that they needed to figure out what was wrong with the Laughing Brook. If they solved that, they would also uncover the issue with the Smiling Pool.</p>

Line 297 (NEW):      </h2>

-----

Line 298 (ORIG): <p>So Billy Mink jumped and skipped ahead; Little Joe Otter ran; Jerry Muskrat walked, because he gets tired quickly on land; Grandfather Frog hopped; Spotty the Turtle crawled, and way up in the bright blue sky, Old Mister Buzzard flew, all looking for the trouble that had stopped the Laughing Brook from laughing and the Smiling Pool from smiling.</p>

Line 298 (NEW):  <p>“Wait for me!” shouted Little Joe Otter to Billy Mink, but Billy Mink was too rushed and just ran faster.</p>

-----

Line 299 (ORIG): <p><a id="link2HCH0013">

Line 299 (NEW):  <p>“Wait for me!” shouted Jerry Muskrat to Little Joe Otter, but Little Joe was in too much of a rush and just ran faster.</p>

-----

Line 300 (ORIG): <!--  H2 anchor --> </a></p>

Line 300 (NEW):  <p>“Wait for me!” shouted Grandfather Frog to Jerry Muskrat, but Jerry was too eager and just walked faster.</p>

-----

Line 301 (ORIG): <div style="height: 4em;">

Line 301 (NEW):  <p>“Wait for me!” shouted Spotty the Turtle to Grandfather Frog, but Grandfather Frog was too rushed and just jumped faster.</p>

-----

Line 302 (ORIG): <br/><br/><br/><br/>

Line 302 (NEW):  <p>So running, walking, jumping, and crawling, Billy Mink, Little Joe Otter, Jerry Muskrat, Grandfather Frog, and Spotty the Turtle rushed up the Laughing Brook to figure out why it wasn’t laughing anymore. And high above in the bright blue sky floated Ol' Mistah Buzzard, also searching for what had caused the Laughing Brook to lose its laughter and the Smiling Pool to lose its smile.</p>

-----

Line 303 (ORIG): </div>

Line 303 (NEW):  <p>Now Old Mister Buzzard's eyes are very sharp, and looking down from way up in the blue sky, he can see a lot. In fact, Old Mister Buzzard can see everything happening below on the Green Meadows and in the Green Forest. His wings are very broad, and he can glide through the air quickly when he wants to. As he looked down, he noticed that Billy Mink was selfish and wouldn't wait for Little Joe Otter, and Little Joe Otter was selfish and wouldn't wait for Jerry Muskrat, and Jerry Muskrat was selfish and wouldn't wait for Grandfather Frog, and Grandfather Frog was selfish and wouldn't wait for Spotty the Turtle.</p>

-----

Line 304 (ORIG): <h2>

Line 304 (NEW):  <p>“Guess I’ll hurry up and figure out what the problem is myself, then go back and tell Brer Turtle; it’ll save him a lot of effort, and it’ll serve Brer Mink right if Brer Turtle finds out first what’s wrong with the Laughing Brook,” said Old Mister Buzzard as he shot ahead over the Green Forest towards the area where the Laughing Brook originates. In a few minutes, he was as far ahead of Billy Mink as Billy was ahead of Spotty the Turtle.</p>

-----

Line 305 (ORIG):       CHAPTER XIII: Ol' Mistah Buzzard Sees Something

Line 305 (NEW):  <pre>For wings are much faster than legs,  

-----

Line 306 (ORIG):     </h2>

Line 306 (NEW):  no matter what goal they're set on,  

-----

Line 307 (ORIG): <p>“Wait for me!” shouted Little Joe Otter to Billy Mink, but Billy Mink was too rushed and just ran faster.</p>

Line 307 (NEW):  But those wings are even quicker and tireless  

-----

Line 308 (ORIG): <p>“Wait for me!” shouted Jerry Muskrat to Little Joe Otter, but Little Joe was in too much of a rush and just ran faster.</p>

Line 308 (NEW):  when they're aimed at kind deeds.</pre>

-----

Line 309 (ORIG): <p>“Wait for me!” shouted Grandfather Frog to Jerry Muskrat, but Jerry was too eager and just walked faster.</p>

Line 309 (NEW):  <p>And that’s how it happened that Old Mister Buzzard was the first to figure out what had stopped the Laughing Brook from laughing and the Smiling Pool from smiling, but he was so shocked when he found out that he completely forgot to go back and tell Spotty the Turtle. He forgot everything except his own huge surprise, and he blinked his eyes many times to make sure he wasn’t dreaming. Then he flew around in circles, looking down among the trees of the Green Forest and repeating to himself:</p>

-----

Line 310 (ORIG): <p>“Wait for me!” shouted Spotty the Turtle to Grandfather Frog, but Grandfather Frog was too rushed and just jumped faster.</p>

Line 310 (NEW):  <p>“Did you ever? No, I never! Did you ever? No, I never!”</p>

-----

Line 311 (ORIG): <p>So running, walking, jumping, and crawling, Billy Mink, Little Joe Otter, Jerry Muskrat, Grandfather Frog, and Spotty the Turtle rushed up the Laughing Brook to figure out why it wasn’t laughing anymore. And high above in the bright blue sky floated Ol' Mistah Buzzard, also searching for what had caused the Laughing Brook to lose its laughter and the Smiling Pool to lose its smile.</p>

Line 311 (NEW):  <p><a id="link2HCH0014">

-----

Line 312 (ORIG): <p>Now Old Mister Buzzard's eyes are very sharp, and looking down from way up in the blue sky, he can see a lot. In fact, Old Mister Buzzard can see everything happening below on the Green Meadows and in the Green Forest. His wings are very broad, and he can glide through the air quickly when he wants to. As he looked down, he noticed that Billy Mink was selfish and wouldn't wait for Little Joe Otter, and Little Joe Otter was selfish and wouldn't wait for Jerry Muskrat, and Jerry Muskrat was selfish and wouldn't wait for Grandfather Frog, and Grandfather Frog was selfish and wouldn't wait for Spotty the Turtle.</p>

Line 312 (NEW):  <!--  H2 anchor --> </a></p>

-----

Line 313 (ORIG): <p>“Guess I’ll hurry up and figure out what the problem is myself, then go back and tell Brer Turtle; it’ll save him a lot of effort, and it’ll serve Brer Mink right if Brer Turtle finds out first what’s wrong with the Laughing Brook,” said Old Mister Buzzard as he shot ahead over the Green Forest towards the area where the Laughing Brook originates. In a few minutes, he was as far ahead of Billy Mink as Billy was ahead of Spotty the Turtle.</p>

Line 313 (NEW):  <div style="height: 4em;">

-----

Line 314 (ORIG): <pre>For wings are much faster than legs,  

Line 314 (NEW):  <br/><br/><br/><br/>

-----

Line 315 (ORIG): no matter what goal they're set on,  

Line 315 (NEW):  </div>

-----

Line 316 (ORIG): But those wings are even quicker and tireless  

Line 316 (NEW):  <h2>

-----

Line 317 (ORIG): when they're aimed at kind deeds.</pre>

Line 317 (NEW):        CHAPTER XIV: Spotty The Turtle Keeps Right On Going

-----

Line 318 (ORIG): <p>And that’s how it happened that Old Mister Buzzard was the first to figure out what had stopped the Laughing Brook from laughing and the Smiling Pool from smiling, but he was so shocked when he found out that he completely forgot to go back and tell Spotty the Turtle. He forgot everything except his own huge surprise, and he blinked his eyes many times to make sure he wasn’t dreaming. Then he flew around in circles, looking down among the trees of the Green Forest and repeating to himself:</p>

Line 318 (NEW):      </h2>

-----

Line 319 (ORIG): <p>“Did you ever? No, I never! Did you ever? No, I never!”</p>

Line 319 (NEW):  <pre>“Step one, step two, step three, let’s go!  

-----

Line 320 (ORIG): <p><a id="link2HCH0014">

Line 320 (NEW):   Step four, step five, step six, keep moving!  

-----

Line 321 (ORIG): <!--  H2 anchor --> </a></p>

Line 321 (NEW):   Keep going and give it your all;  

-----

Line 322 (ORIG): <div style="height: 4em;">

Line 322 (NEW):   Maybe you’ll win while others fall.”  </pre>

-----

Line 323 (ORIG): <br/><br/><br/><br/>

Line 323 (NEW):  <p>Spotty the Turtle repeated this to himself every time he felt a bit down as he trudged along the bottom of the Laughing Brook. And every time he said it, he felt better. “One step, two steps,” he kept saying over and over, and each time he said it, he took a step and then another. They were very short steps, really short steps indeed, since Spotty's legs are very short. But each one moved him forward just a little, and he knew that he was a bit closer to what he was looking for. At least, he hoped he was.</p>

-----

Line 324 (ORIG): </div>

Line 324 (NEW):  <p>You see, if the Laughing Brook never laughed again and the Smiling Pool never smiled again, there was nothing left to do but head down to the Big River to live, and nobody wanted to do that, especially Grandfather Frog and Spotty the Turtle.</p>

-----

Line 325 (ORIG): <h2>

Line 325 (NEW):  <p>Now, because Billy Mink could move faster than Little Joe Otter, and Little Joe Otter could go faster than Jerry Muskrat, and Jerry could go faster than Grandfather Frog, and Grandfather Frog could go faster than Spotty the Turtle, and since each of them wanted to be the first to discover the trouble, no one would wait for the one trailing behind. So, Spotty the Turtle, who has to carry his shell with him, was a long way behind the others. But he kept going.</p>

-----

Line 326 (ORIG):       CHAPTER XIV: Spotty The Turtle Keeps Right On Going

Line 326 (NEW):  <pre>“One step, two steps, three steps, done!”</pre>

-----

Line 327 (ORIG):     </h2>

Line 327 (NEW):  <p>and he didn't stop for anything. He crawled over sticks and around big stones and sometimes, when he found a little pool of water, he swam. He always felt better then, because he could swim faster than he could walk.</p>

-----

Line 328 (ORIG): <pre>“Step one, step two, step three, let’s go!  

Line 328 (NEW):  <p>After a really long time, Spotty the Turtle arrived at a small pool where the sunshine was warm and inviting. In the center of it, on a mossy rock, sat Grandfather Frog fast asleep. He thought he was so far ahead of Spotty that he could safely rest his tired legs. Spotty wanted to climb up beside him and take a nap too, but he didn’t. He just grinned and kept right on going.</p>

-----

Line 329 (ORIG):  Step four, step five, step six, keep moving!  

Line 329 (NEW):  <pre>“One step, two steps, three steps, done!”</pre>

-----

Line 330 (ORIG):  Keep going and give it your all;  

Line 330 (NEW):  <p>while Grandpa Frog slept on.</p>

-----

Line 331 (ORIG):  Maybe you’ll win while others fall.”  </pre>

Line 331 (NEW):  <p>By and by, after a long time, Spotty came to another small pond, and who should he see but Jerry Muskrat happily opening and eating some freshwater clams he had found there. He was so caught up in enjoying himself that he didn't notice Spotty, and Spotty didn't say anything but kept walking, even though seeing Jerry's feast made him really hungry.</p>

-----

Line 332 (ORIG): <p>Spotty the Turtle repeated this to himself every time he felt a bit down as he trudged along the bottom of the Laughing Brook. And every time he said it, he felt better. “One step, two steps,” he kept saying over and over, and each time he said it, he took a step and then another. They were very short steps, really short steps indeed, since Spotty's legs are very short. But each one moved him forward just a little, and he knew that he was a bit closer to what he was looking for. At least, he hoped he was.</p>

Line 332 (NEW):  <p>By and by, after a long time, he arrived at a third little pool with a high, smooth bank, and who should he see there but Little Joe Otter, who had created a slippery slide down the smooth bank and was having a fantastic time sliding down into the little pool. Spotty would have liked to take just one slide, but he didn't. He didn't even let Little Joe Otter see him, but kept right on going.</p>

-----

Line 333 (ORIG): <p>You see, if the Laughing Brook never laughed again and the Smiling Pool never smiled again, there was nothing left to do but head down to the Big River to live, and nobody wanted to do that, especially Grandfather Frog and Spotty the Turtle.</p>

Line 333 (NEW):  <pre>“One step, two steps, three steps, done!”</pre>

-----

Line 334 (ORIG): <p>Now, because Billy Mink could move faster than Little Joe Otter, and Little Joe Otter could go faster than Jerry Muskrat, and Jerry could go faster than Grandfather Frog, and Grandfather Frog could go faster than Spotty the Turtle, and since each of them wanted to be the first to discover the trouble, no one would wait for the one trailing behind. So, Spotty the Turtle, who has to carry his shell with him, was a long way behind the others. But he kept going.</p>

Line 334 (NEW):  <p>After a long time, he came across a hollow log, and just by chance, he peeked inside and saw someone curled up fast asleep. Who was it? Why, it was Billy Mink, of course! You see, Billy thought he was so far ahead that he could afford to relax, and that’s exactly what he was doing. Spotty the Turtle didn’t wake him up. He just kept on going the same slow way he had all day, and so, just as cheerful, round, red Mr. Sun was setting behind the Purple Hills, Spotty the Turtle discovered the cause of the trouble in the Laughing Brook and the Smiling Pool.</p>

-----

Line 335 (ORIG): <pre>“One step, two steps, three steps, done!”</pre>

Line 335 (NEW):  <p><a id="link2HCH0015">

-----

Line 336 (ORIG): <p>and he didn't stop for anything. He crawled over sticks and around big stones and sometimes, when he found a little pool of water, he swam. He always felt better then, because he could swim faster than he could walk.</p>

Line 336 (NEW):  <!--  H2 anchor --> </a></p>

-----

Line 337 (ORIG): <p>After a really long time, Spotty the Turtle arrived at a small pool where the sunshine was warm and inviting. In the center of it, on a mossy rock, sat Grandfather Frog fast asleep. He thought he was so far ahead of Spotty that he could safely rest his tired legs. Spotty wanted to climb up beside him and take a nap too, but he didn’t. He just grinned and kept right on going.</p>

Line 337 (NEW):  <div style="height: 4em;">

-----

Line 338 (ORIG): <pre>“One step, two steps, three steps, done!”</pre>

Line 338 (NEW):  <br/><br/><br/><br/>

-----

Line 339 (ORIG): <p>while Grandfather Frog slept on.</p>

Line 339 (NEW):  </div>

-----

Line 340 (ORIG): <p>By and by, after a long time, Spotty came to another small pond, and who should he see but Jerry Muskrat happily opening and eating some freshwater clams he had found there. He was so caught up in enjoying himself that he didn't notice Spotty, and Spotty didn't say anything but kept walking, even though seeing Jerry's feast made him really hungry.</p>

Line 340 (NEW):  <h2>

-----

Line 341 (ORIG): <p>By and by, after a long time, he arrived at a third little pool with a high, smooth bank, and who should he see there but Little Joe Otter, who had created a slippery slide down the smooth bank and was having a fantastic time sliding down into the little pool. Spotty would have liked to take just one slide, but he didn't. He didn't even let Little Joe Otter see him, but kept right on going.</p>

Line 341 (NEW):        CHAPTER XV: What Spotty The Turtle Found

-----

Line 342 (ORIG): <pre>“One step, two steps, three steps, done!”</pre>

Line 342 (NEW):      </h2>

-----

Line 343 (ORIG): <p>After a long time, he came across a hollow log, and just by chance, he peeked inside and saw someone curled up fast asleep. Who was it? Why, it was Billy Mink, of course! You see, Billy thought he was so far ahead that he could afford to relax, and that’s exactly what he was doing. Spotty the Turtle didn’t wake him up. He just kept on going the same slow way he had all day, and so, just as cheerful, round, red Mr. Sun was setting behind the Purple Hills, Spotty the Turtle discovered the cause of the trouble in the Laughing Brook and the Smiling Pool.</p>

Line 343 (NEW):  <p>Spotty the Turtle stared and stared and stared, until it felt like his eyes would pop out of his funny little head. Of course, he could trust his own eyes, but still—if anyone else had seen what he was looking at and had told him about it, he wouldn’t have believed them. No way, he wouldn’t have believed it. You see, he just couldn’t believe it because—well, it didn’t seem possible at all.</p>

-----

Line 344 (ORIG): <p><a id="link2HCH0015">

Line 344 (NEW):  <p>He wondered if the sun shining in his eyes was making him see more than what was really there, so he carefully changed his position. It didn’t make any difference. Then Spotty was certain that what he saw was real, and that he had discovered the cause of the problem in the Laughing Brook, which had made it stop laughing and the Smiling Pool stop smiling.</p>

-----

Line 345 (ORIG): <!--  H2 anchor --> </a></p>

Line 345 (NEW):  <p>Spotty the Turtle was feeling really good. In fact, Spotty was feeling very good because he had been the first to figure out what was wrong with the Laughing Brook. At least, he thought he was the first, and he was among all the little creatures living in the Smiling Pool. Only ol' Mistah Buzzard had come before him, and he didn’t count because his wings are broad, and all he had to do was glide over the Green Forest and look down. The ones who really mattered were Billy Mink, Little Joe Otter, Jerry Muskrat, and Grandfather Frog. Billy Mink had stopped for a nap. Little Joe Otter had paused to play. Jerry Muskrat had taken a break to eat. Grandfather Frog had stopped for a sun-nap. But Spotty the Turtle had kept going, and now here he was, the first one to find the reason for the trouble in the Laughing Brook. Do you wonder that he felt proud and very happy?</p>

-----

Line 346 (ORIG): <div style="height: 4em;">

Line 346 (NEW):  <pre>Keeping it up, that's how Spotty won the race that day.</pre>

-----

Line 347 (ORIG): <br/><br/><br/><br/>

Line 347 (NEW):  <p>But now Spotty was starting to wish that some of the others would hurry up. He wanted to know what they thought. He wanted to discuss it all. It was such a surprising thing that he couldn't make sense of it himself, and he was curious about what the others would say. Now, the long black shadows were creeping through the Green Forest, and if they didn't get there soon, they would have to wait until the next day.</p>

-----

Line 348 (ORIG): </div>

Line 348 (NEW):  <p>So Spotty the Turtle found a good spot to spend the night, and then he sat down to watch and wait. Right in front of him was the thing he'd found that puzzled him so much. What was it? It was a wall. Yep, that's exactly what it was—a wall made of logs, sticks, and mud, right across the Laughing Brook, where the banks were steep and narrow. Of course, the Laughing Brook couldn't laugh anymore; there wasn't enough water getting through that wall of logs, sticks, and mud to even start a laugh. Spotty wondered what was behind that wall, who had built it, and why, along with a lot of other things. And he was still wondering when he fell asleep.</p>

-----

Line 349 (ORIG): <h2>

Line 349 (NEW):  <p><a id="link2HCH0016">

-----

Line 350 (ORIG):       CHAPTER XV: What Spotty The Turtle Found

Line 350 (NEW):  <!--  H2 anchor --> </a></p>

-----

Line 351 (ORIG):     </h2>

Line 351 (NEW):  <div style="height: 4em;">

-----

Line 352 (ORIG): <p>Spotty the Turtle stared and stared and stared, until it felt like his eyes would pop out of his funny little head. Of course, he could trust his own eyes, but still—if anyone else had seen what he was looking at and had told him about it, he wouldn’t have believed them. No way, he wouldn’t have believed it. You see, he just couldn’t believe it because—well, it didn’t seem possible at all.</p>

Line 352 (NEW):  <br/><br/><br/><br/>

-----

Line 353 (ORIG): <p>He wondered if the sun shining in his eyes was making him see more than what was really there, so he carefully changed his position. It didn’t make any difference. Then Spotty was certain that what he saw was real, and that he had discovered the cause of the problem in the Laughing Brook, which had made it stop laughing and the Smiling Pool stop smiling.</p>

Line 353 (NEW):  </div>

-----

Line 354 (ORIG): <p>Spotty the Turtle was feeling really good. In fact, Spotty was feeling very good because he had been the first to figure out what was wrong with the Laughing Brook. At least, he thought he was the first, and he was among all the little creatures living in the Smiling Pool. Only ol' Mistah Buzzard had come before him, and he didn’t count because his wings are broad, and all he had to do was glide over the Green Forest and look down. The ones who really mattered were Billy Mink, Little Joe Otter, Jerry Muskrat, and Grandfather Frog. Billy Mink had stopped for a nap. Little Joe Otter had paused to play. Jerry Muskrat had taken a break to eat. Grandfather Frog had stopped for a sun-nap. But Spotty the Turtle had kept going, and now here he was, the first one to find the reason for the trouble in the Laughing Brook. Do you wonder that he felt proud and very happy?</p>

Line 354 (NEW):  <h2>

-----

Line 355 (ORIG): <pre>Keeping it up, that's how Spotty won the race that day.</pre>

Line 355 (NEW):        CHAPTER XVI: The Pond In The Green Forest

-----

Line 356 (ORIG): <p>But now Spotty was starting to wish that some of the others would hurry up. He wanted to know what they thought. He wanted to discuss it all. It was such a surprising thing that he couldn't make sense of it himself, and he was curious about what the others would say. Now, the long black shadows were creeping through the Green Forest, and if they didn't get there soon, they would have to wait until the next day.</p>

Line 356 (NEW):      </h2>

-----

Line 357 (ORIG): <p>So Spotty the Turtle found a good spot to spend the night, and then he sat down to watch and wait. Right in front of him was the thing he'd found that puzzled him so much. What was it? It was a wall. Yep, that's exactly what it was—a wall made of logs, sticks, and mud, right across the Laughing Brook, where the banks were steep and narrow. Of course, the Laughing Brook couldn't laugh anymore; there wasn't enough water getting through that wall of logs, sticks, and mud to even start a laugh. Spotty wondered what was behind that wall, who had built it, and why, along with a lot of other things. And he was still wondering when he fell asleep.</p>

Line 357 (NEW):  <p>SPOTTY THE TURTLE was awake by the time the first rays of the rising sun started to filter through the Green Forest. He was far, far up the Laughing Brook, much farther than he had ever been before, and as he yawned and stretched, he wondered if maybe he had just dreamed about the wall of logs, sticks, and mud across the Laughing Brook. When he rubbed the last bit of sleep out of his eyes, he looked again. There it was, just like he had seen it the night before! Then Spotty knew it was real, and he started to wonder what was on the other side of it.</p>

-----

Line 358 (ORIG): <p><a id="link2HCH0016">

Line 358 (NEW):  <p>“I can’t climb it because my legs were never made for climbing,” Spotty said sadly as he looked at his little black feet. “Oh, I wish I could climb like Happy Jack Squirrel!” Just then, an idea popped into his head and wiped away the frown that had settled on his face. “Maybe Happy Jack sometimes wishes he could swim like I can, so I guess we’re even. I can’t climb, but he can’t swim. How silly it is to wish for things that aren’t meant for you!”</p>

-----

Line 359 (ORIG): <!--  H2 anchor --> </a></p>

Line 359 (NEW):  <p>And with that, all the frustration left Spotty the Turtle, and he started to figure out how to make the most of his short legs and his determination, which, as you already know, he had plenty of. He looked around and noticed that if he could climb to the top of the bank on one side of the Laughing Brook, he would be able to walk right out onto the unusual wall of logs, sticks, and mud, and then, of course, he could see exactly what was on the other side.</p>

-----

Line 360 (ORIG): <div style="height: 4em;">

Line 360 (NEW):  <p>So Spotty the Turtle stopped wasting time wishing he could do things he wasn't meant to do. Instead, he chose what seemed like the easiest spot to climb the bank and started his journey. Wow, it was tough work! You see, he had to carry his shell with him everywhere, and it would have been tricky enough to climb that bank without anything extra. Every time he climbed up three steps, he slipped back two, but he kept pushing himself, breathing heavily, and repeating to himself:</p>

-----

Line 361 (ORIG): <br/><br/><br/><br/>

Line 361 (NEW):  <pre>“I can if I want to, and want to if I can! I'm bound to get there if I stick to this plan.”</pre>

-----

Line 362 (ORIG): </div>

Line 362 (NEW):  <p>Halfway up the bank, Spotty lost his balance, and the house he was carrying tipped him right over backward, sending him rolling back down to where he started.</p>

-----

Line 363 (ORIG): <h2>

Line 363 (NEW):  <p>“I needed to cool off,” Spotty said to himself as he slid into a small pool of water. Then he tried the bank again, and just like before, he slipped back two steps for every three he climbed. But he kept his mouth shut and persevered, and eventually, he made it back to where he had fallen. There he paused to catch his breath.</p>

-----

Line 364 (ORIG):       CHAPTER XVI: The Pond In The Green Forest

Line 364 (NEW):  <pre>“I can if I want to, and want to if I can! I'm sure I'll get there if I stick to this plan,”</pre>

-----

Line 365 (ORIG):     </h2>

Line 365 (NEW):  <p>said he and started on again. Twice more he fell all the way back to where he began, but each time he laughed at himself and tried again. And finally, he reached the top of the bank.</p>

-----

Line 366 (ORIG): <p>SPOTTY THE TURTLE was awake by the time the first rays of the rising sun started to filter through the Green Forest. He was far, far up the Laughing Brook, much farther than he had ever been before, and as he yawned and stretched, he wondered if maybe he had just dreamed about the wall of logs, sticks, and mud across the Laughing Brook. When he rubbed the last bit of sleep out of his eyes, he looked again. There it was, just like he had seen it the night before! Then Spotty knew it was real, and he started to wonder what was on the other side of it.</p>

Line 366 (NEW):  <p>“I said I could if I wanted to, and I would if I was able to, and I have!” he shouted.</p>

-----

Line 367 (ORIG): <p>“I can’t climb it because my legs were never made for climbing,” Spotty said sadly as he looked at his little black feet. “Oh, I wish I could climb like Happy Jack Squirrel!” Just then, an idea popped into his head and wiped away the frown that had settled on his face. “Maybe Happy Jack sometimes wishes he could swim like I can, so I guess we’re even. I can’t climb, but he can’t swim. How silly it is to wish for things that aren’t meant for you!”</p>

Line 367 (NEW):  <p>Then he rushed to find out what was behind the mysterious wall. What do you think it was? It was a pond! Yes, there was a pond right in the middle of the Green Forest! Trees were growing right out of the center of it, but it was definitely a pond. Spotty found it more difficult to believe his own eyes now than when he had first seen the strange wall across the Laughing Brook.</p>

-----

Line 368 (ORIG): <p>And with that, all the frustration left Spotty the Turtle, and he started to figure out how to make the most of his short legs and his determination, which, as you already know, he had plenty of. He looked around and noticed that if he could climb to the top of the bank on one side of the Laughing Brook, he would be able to walk right out onto the unusual wall of logs, sticks, and mud, and then, of course, he could see exactly what was on the other side.</p>

Line 368 (NEW):  <p>“Why, why, why, what does it mean?” exclaimed Spotty the Turtle.</p>

-----

Line 369 (ORIG): <p>So Spotty the Turtle stopped wasting time wishing he could do things he wasn't meant to do. Instead, he chose what seemed like the easiest spot to climb the bank and started his journey. Wow, it was tough work! You see, he had to carry his shell with him everywhere, and it would have been tricky enough to climb that bank without anything extra. Every time he climbed up three steps, he slipped back two, but he kept pushing himself, breathing heavily, and repeating to himself:</p>

Line 369 (NEW):  <p>“That's what I want to know!” yelled Billy Mink, who rushed over just then.</p>

-----

Line 370 (ORIG): <pre>“I can if I want to, and want to if I can! I'm bound to get there if I stick to this plan.”</pre>

Line 370 (NEW):  <p><a id="link2HCH0017">

-----

Line 371 (ORIG): <p>Halfway up the bank, Spotty lost his balance, and the house he was carrying tipped him right over backward, sending him rolling back down to where he started.</p>

Line 371 (NEW):  <!--  H2 anchor --> </a></p>

-----

Line 372 (ORIG): <p>“I needed to cool off,” Spotty said to himself as he slid into a small pool of water. Then he tried the bank again, and just like before, he slipped back two steps for every three he climbed. But he kept his mouth shut and persevered, and eventually, he made it back to where he had fallen. There he paused to catch his breath.</p>

Line 372 (NEW):  <div style="height: 4em;">

-----

Line 373 (ORIG): <pre>“I can if I want to, and want to if I can! I'm sure I'll get there if I stick to this plan,”</pre>

Line 373 (NEW):  <br/><br/><br/><br/>

-----

Line 374 (ORIG): <p>said he and started on again. Twice more he fell all the way back to where he began, but each time he laughed at himself and tried again. And finally, he reached the top of the bank.</p>

Line 374 (NEW):  </div>

-----

Line 375 (ORIG): <p>“I said I could if I wanted to, and I would if I was able to, and I have!” he shouted.</p>

Line 375 (NEW):  <h2>

-----

Line 376 (ORIG): <p>Then he rushed to find out what was behind the mysterious wall. What do you think it was? It was a pond! Yes, there was a pond right in the middle of the Green Forest! Trees were growing right out of the center of it, but it was definitely a pond. Spotty found it more difficult to believe his own eyes now than when he had first seen the strange wall across the Laughing Brook.</p>

Line 376 (NEW):        CHAPTER XVII: Who Had Made The Strange Pond?

-----

Line 377 (ORIG): <p>“Why, why, why, what does it mean?” exclaimed Spotty the Turtle.</p>

Line 377 (NEW):      </h2>

-----

Line 378 (ORIG): <p>“That's what I want to know!” yelled Billy Mink, who rushed over just then.</p>

Line 378 (NEW):  <p>Who created the strange pond? That’s what Spotty the Turtle wanted to know. That’s what Billy Mink wanted to know too. Little Joe Otter, Jerry Muskrat, and Grandfather Frog were curious when they showed up. Ol' Mistah Buzzard, looking down from the bright blue sky, was wondering the same thing. It was very strange, really strange! There had never been a pond in that part of the Green Forest before, not even during the times when Sister South Wind melted the snow so quickly that the Laughing Brook overflowed its banks and the Smiling Pool got twice as big as it should have been.</p>

-----

Line 379 (ORIG): <p><a id="link2HCH0017">

Line 379 (NEW):  <p>Of course someone had built it. Spotty the Turtle knew that as soon as he saw the strange pond. In an instant, he understood what that wall of logs, brush, and mud across the Laughing Brook was for. It was to stop the water from flowing down the Laughing Brook. And of course, if the water couldn’t keep flowing and laughing on its way to the Smiling Pool, it would just stay still and grow into a pond. Of course! There was no other option. Spotty felt really proud when he figured that out all by himself.</p>

-----

Line 380 (ORIG): <!--  H2 anchor --> </a></p>

Line 380 (NEW):  <p>“This wall we’re sitting on created the pond,” said Spotty the Turtle, after a long silence.</p>

-----

Line 381 (ORIG): <div style="height: 4em;">

Line 381 (NEW):  <p>“You don’t say!” said Billy Mink. “How on earth did you figure that out? Are you absolutely sure the pond didn’t create the wall?”</p>

-----

Line 382 (ORIG): <br/><br/><br/><br/>

Line 382 (NEW):  <p>Spotty knew that Billy Mink was teasing him, but he was too easygoing to get upset over something like that. He tried to come up with a clever response, but Spotty was a slow thinker as well as a slow walker, and before he could come up with anything, Billy started talking again.</p>

-----

Line 383 (ORIG): </div>

Line 383 (NEW):  <p>“This wall is what Farmer Brown's son calls a dam,” said Billy Mink, who is quite the traveler. “Dams are usually built to stop water from flowing where it’s not needed or to direct it where it is needed. Now, what I want to know is, who on earth wants a pond way back here in the Green Forest, and what is it for? Who do you think built this dam, Grandfather Frog?”</p>

-----

Line 384 (ORIG): <h2>

Line 384 (NEW):  <p>Grandfather Frog shook his head. His big googly eyes looked even more googly than usual as he stared at the new pond in the Green Forest.</p>

-----

Line 385 (ORIG):       CHAPTER XVII: Who Had Made The Strange Pond?

Line 385 (NEW):  <p>“I don't know,” said Grandfather Frog. “I don’t know what to think.”</p>

-----

Line 386 (ORIG):     </h2>

Line 386 (NEW):  <p>“Wow, it has to be Farmer Brown's son or maybe even Farmer Brown himself,” said Jerry Muskrat.</p>

-----

Line 387 (ORIG): <p>Who created the strange pond? That’s what Spotty the Turtle wanted to know. That’s what Billy Mink wanted to know too. Little Joe Otter, Jerry Muskrat, and Grandfather Frog were curious when they showed up. Ol' Mistah Buzzard, looking down from the bright blue sky, was wondering the same thing. It was very strange, really strange! There had never been a pond in that part of the Green Forest before, not even during the times when Sister South Wind melted the snow so quickly that the Laughing Brook overflowed its banks and the Smiling Pool got twice as big as it should have been.</p>

Line 387 (NEW):  <p>“Of course,” said Little Joe Otter, as if he was completely in the know.</p>

-----

Line 388 (ORIG): <p>Of course someone had built it. Spotty the Turtle knew that as soon as he saw the strange pond. In an instant, he understood what that wall of logs, brush, and mud across the Laughing Brook was for. It was to stop the water from flowing down the Laughing Brook. And of course, if the water couldn’t keep flowing and laughing on its way to the Smiling Pool, it would just stay still and grow into a pond. Of course! There was no other option. Spotty felt really proud when he figured that out all by himself.</p>

Line 388 (NEW):  <p>Still Grandfather Frog shook his head, as if he didn't agree. “I don't know,” said Grandfather Frog, “I don't know. It doesn't look that way to me.”</p>

-----

Line 389 (ORIG): <p>“This wall we’re sitting on created the pond,” said Spotty the Turtle, after a long silence.</p>

Line 389 (NEW):  <p>Billy Mink darted along the top of the dam and down the back side. He surveyed everything with his sharp little eyes.</p>

-----

Line 390 (ORIG): <p>“You don’t say!” said Billy Mink. “How on earth did you figure that out? Are you absolutely sure the pond didn’t create the wall?”</p>

Line 390 (NEW):  <p>“Grandfather Frog is right,” he said when he returned. “It doesn’t seem like the work of Farmer Brown or his son. But if they didn’t do it, who did? Who could have done it?”</p>

-----

Line 391 (ORIG): <p>Spotty knew that Billy Mink was teasing him, but he was too easygoing to get upset over something like that. He tried to come up with a clever response, but Spotty was a slow thinker as well as a slow walker, and before he could come up with anything, Billy started talking again.</p>

Line 391 (NEW):  <p>“I don’t know,” said Grandfather Frog again, in a dreamy voice.</p>

-----

Line 392 (ORIG): <p>“This wall is what Farmer Brown's son calls a dam,” said Billy Mink, who is quite the traveler. “Dams are usually built to stop water from flowing where it’s not needed or to direct it where it is needed. Now, what I want to know is, who on earth wants a pond way back here in the Green Forest, and what is it for? Who do you think built this dam, Grandfather Frog?”</p>

Line 392 (NEW):  <p>Spotty the Turtle looked at him and noticed that Grandfather Frog had that distant expression he always gets when he shares stories from when the world was young. “I’m not sure,” he repeated, “but it seems to me a lot like the work of—” Grandfather Frog cut off suddenly and turned to Jerry Muskrat. “Jerry Muskrat,” he said, so abruptly that Jerry nearly tipped over in surprise, “has your big cousin come down from the North?”</p>

-----

Line 393 (ORIG): <p>Grandfather Frog shook his head. His big googly eyes looked even more googly than usual as he stared at the new pond in the Green Forest.</p>

Line 393 (NEW):  <p><a id="link2HCH0018">

-----

Line 394 (ORIG): <p>“I don't know,” said Grandfather Frog. “I don’t know what to think.”</p>

Line 394 (NEW):  <!--  H2 anchor --> </a></p>

-----

Line 395 (ORIG): <p>“Wow, it has to be Farmer Brown's son or maybe even Farmer Brown himself,” said Jerry Muskrat.</p>

Line 395 (NEW):  <div style="height: 4em;">

-----

Line 396 (ORIG): <p>“Of course,” said Little Joe Otter, as if he was completely in the know.</p>

Line 396 (NEW):  <br/><br/><br/><br/>

-----

Line 397 (ORIG): <p>Still Grandfather Frog shook his head, as if he didn't agree. “I don't know,” said Grandfather Frog, “I don't know. It doesn't look that way to me.”</p>

Line 397 (NEW):  </div>

-----

Line 398 (ORIG): <p>Billy Mink darted along the top of the dam and down the back side. He surveyed everything with his sharp little eyes.</p>

Line 398 (NEW):  <h2>

-----

Line 399 (ORIG): <p>“Grandfather Frog is right,” he said when he returned. “It doesn’t seem like the work of Farmer Brown or his son. But if they didn’t do it, who did? Who could have done it?”</p>

Line 399 (NEW):        CHAPTER XVIII: Jerry Muskrat's Big Cousin

-----

Line 400 (ORIG): <p>“I don’t know,” said Grandfather Frog again, in a dreamy voice.</p>

Line 400 (NEW):      </h2>

-----

Line 401 (ORIG): <p>Spotty the Turtle looked at him and noticed that Grandfather Frog had that distant expression he always gets when he shares stories from when the world was young. “I’m not sure,” he repeated, “but it seems to me a lot like the work of—” Grandfather Frog cut off suddenly and turned to Jerry Muskrat. “Jerry Muskrat,” he said, so abruptly that Jerry nearly tipped over in surprise, “has your big cousin come down from the North?”</p>

Line 401 (NEW):  <pre>Fiddle, faddle, feedle, fuddle!  

-----

Line 402 (ORIG): <p><a id="link2HCH0018">

Line 402 (NEW):  Was there ever such a mess?  

-----

Line 403 (ORIG): <!--  H2 anchor --> </a></p>

Line 403 (NEW):  Fuddle, feedle, faddle, fiddle!  

-----

Line 404 (ORIG): <div style="height: 4em;">

Line 404 (NEW):  Who can solve the riddle?  </pre>

-----

Line 405 (ORIG): <br/><br/><br/><br/>

Line 405 (NEW):  <p>Here was the Laughing Brook not laughing anymore. Here was the Smiling Pool not smiling anymore. Here was a brand new pond deep in the Green Forest. Here was a wall of logs, bushes, and mud called a dam, built by someone nobody had seen. And here was Grandfather Frog asking Jerry Muskrat if his big cousin had come down from the North, even though Jerry didn’t even know he had a big cousin.</p>

-----

Line 406 (ORIG): </div>

Line 406 (NEW):  <p>“I—I don’t have a big cousin,” said Jerry, once he had fully recovered from his surprise at Grandfather Frog’s question.</p>

-----

Line 407 (ORIG): <h2>

Line 407 (NEW):  <p>“Chugarum!” exclaimed Grandfather Frog, and the way he said it made Jerry Muskrat feel really small. “Chugarum! Of course, you have a big cousin in the North. Are you telling me that you don’t know that, Jerry Muskrat?”</p>

-----

Line 408 (ORIG):       CHAPTER XVIII: Jerry Muskrat's Big Cousin

Line 408 (NEW):  <p>Jerry had to admit it was true that he didn’t know anything about that big cousin. If Grandfather Frog said he had one, it must be true, because Grandfather Frog is very old and very wise, and he knows a lot. Still, it was really hard for Jerry to believe he had a big cousin he’d never heard of.</p>

-----

Line 409 (ORIG):     </h2>

Line 409 (NEW):  <p>“Have you ever seen him, Grandfather Frog?” Jerry asked.</p>

-----

Line 410 (ORIG): <pre>Fiddle, faddle, feedle, fuddle!  

Line 410 (NEW):  <p>“No!” snapped Grandfather Frog. “I never did, but I know all about him. He’s a hard worker, this big cousin of yours, and he builds dams like the one we’re sitting on.”</p>

-----

Line 411 (ORIG): Was there ever such a mess?  

Line 411 (NEW):  <p>“I can’t believe it!” shouted Billy Mink. “I don’t believe any cousin of Jerry Muskrat ever built a dam like this. Just look at that huge tree trunk at the bottom! Only Farmer Brown or his son could have dragged that here. You’re out of your mind, Grandfather Frog, just totally out of your mind.” Billy Mink can be really disrespectful to Grandfather Frog sometimes.</p>

-----

Line 412 (ORIG): Fuddle, feedle, faddle, fiddle!  

Line 412 (NEW):  <p>“Chugarum!” responded Grandfather Frog. “I may be pretty old, but I’m not too old to learn like some people seem to be,” and he stared intently at Billy Mink. “Did I say that tree trunk was dragged here?”</p>

-----

Line 413 (ORIG): Who can solve the riddle?  </pre>

Line 413 (NEW):  <p>“No,” replied Billy Mink, “but if it wasn't brought here, how did it get here? You're so smart, Grandfather Frog, tell me that!”</p>

-----

Line 414 (ORIG): <p>Here was the Laughing Brook not laughing anymore. Here was the Smiling Pool not smiling anymore. Here was a brand new pond deep in the Green Forest. Here was a wall of logs, bushes, and mud called a dam, built by someone nobody had seen. And here was Grandfather Frog asking Jerry Muskrat if his big cousin had come down from the North, even though Jerry didn’t even know he had a big cousin.</p>

Line 414 (NEW):  <p>Grandfather Frog blinked his big, googly eyes at Billy Mink and said, sounding genuinely sorry for him, “Your eyes are really bright and sharp, Billy Mink, and it’s a shame that you’ve never learned how to use them. That tree wasn’t dragged here; it was cut so that it fell exactly where it is.” As he spoke, Grandfather Frog pointed to the stump of the tree, and Billy Mink realized he was right.</p>

-----

Line 415 (ORIG): <p>“I—I don’t have a big cousin,” said Jerry, once he had fully recovered from his surprise at Grandfather Frog’s question.</p>

Line 415 (NEW):  <p>But Billy Mink is like a lot of other people; he really loves to have the last word. Now he suddenly started to laugh.</p>

-----

Line 416 (ORIG): <p>“Chugarum!” exclaimed Grandfather Frog, and the way he said it made Jerry Muskrat feel really small. “Chugarum! Of course, you have a big cousin in the North. Are you telling me that you don’t know that, Jerry Muskrat?”</p>

Line 416 (NEW):  <p>“Ha, ha, ha! Ho, ho, ho!” laughed Billy Mink. “Ho, ho, ho! Ha, ha, ha!”</p>

-----

Line 417 (ORIG): <p>Jerry had to admit it was true that he didn’t know anything about that big cousin. If Grandfather Frog said he had one, it must be true, because Grandfather Frog is very old and very wise, and he knows a lot. Still, it was really hard for Jerry to believe he had a big cousin he’d never heard of.</p>

Line 417 (NEW):  <p>“What’s so funny?” snapped Grandfather Frog, because nothing makes him angrier than being laughed at.</p>

-----

Line 418 (ORIG): <p>“Have you ever seen him, Grandfather Frog?” Jerry asked.</p>

Line 418 (NEW):  <p>“Are you saying that anyone besides Farmer Brown or his son could have chopped down such a big tree?” Billy asked. “That would be just as difficult as dragging the tree here.”</p>

-----

Line 419 (ORIG): <p>“No!” snapped Grandfather Frog. “I never did, but I know all about him. He’s a hard worker, this big cousin of yours, and he builds dams like the one we’re sitting on.”</p>

Line 419 (NEW):  <p>“Jerry Muskrat's big cousin from the North could do it, and I believe he did,” replied Grandfather Frog. “Now that we know what’s causing the trouble in the Laughing Brook and the Smiling Pool, what are we going to do about it?”</p>

-----

Line 420 (ORIG): <p>“I can’t believe it!” shouted Billy Mink. “I don’t believe any cousin of Jerry Muskrat ever built a dam like this. Just look at that huge tree trunk at the bottom! Only Farmer Brown or his son could have dragged that here. You’re out of your mind, Grandfather Frog, just totally out of your mind.” Billy Mink can be really disrespectful to Grandfather Frog sometimes.</p>

Line 420 (NEW):  <p><a id="link2HCH0019">

-----

Line 421 (ORIG): <p>“Chugarum!” responded Grandfather Frog. “I may be pretty old, but I’m not too old to learn like some people seem to be,” and he stared intently at Billy Mink. “Did I say that tree trunk was dragged here?”</p>

Line 421 (NEW):  <!--  H2 anchor --> </a></p>

-----

Line 422 (ORIG): <p>“No,” replied Billy Mink, “but if it wasn't brought here, how did it get here? You're so smart, Grandfather Frog, tell me that!”</p>

Line 422 (NEW):  <div style="height: 4em;">

-----

Line 423 (ORIG): <p>Grandfather Frog blinked his big, googly eyes at Billy Mink and said, sounding genuinely sorry for him, “Your eyes are really bright and sharp, Billy Mink, and it’s a shame that you’ve never learned how to use them. That tree wasn’t dragged here; it was cut so that it fell exactly where it is.” As he spoke, Grandfather Frog pointed to the stump of the tree, and Billy Mink realized he was right.</p>

Line 423 (NEW):  <br/><br/><br/><br/>

-----

Line 424 (ORIG): <p>But Billy Mink is like a lot of other people; he really loves to have the last word. Now he suddenly started to laugh.</p>

Line 424 (NEW):  </div>

-----

Line 425 (ORIG): <p>“Ha, ha, ha! Ho, ho, ho!” laughed Billy Mink. “Ho, ho, ho! Ha, ha, ha!”</p>

Line 425 (NEW):  <h2>

-----

Line 426 (ORIG): <p>“What’s so funny?” snapped Grandfather Frog, because nothing makes him angrier than being laughed at.</p>

Line 426 (NEW):        CHAPTER XIX: Jerry Muskrat Has A Busy Day

-----

Line 427 (ORIG): <p>“Are you saying that anyone besides Farmer Brown or his son could have chopped down such a big tree?” Billy asked. “That would be just as difficult as dragging the tree here.”</p>

Line 427 (NEW):      </h2>

-----

Line 428 (ORIG): <p>“Jerry Muskrat's big cousin from the North could do it, and I believe he did,” replied Grandfather Frog. “Now that we know what’s causing the trouble in the Laughing Brook and the Smiling Pool, what are we going to do about it?”</p>

Line 428 (NEW):  <p>There was a strange pond in the Green Forest, and there was the dam made of logs, sticks, and mud that created the strange pond, but no matter how hard they looked, Billy Mink, Little Joe Otter, Jerry Muskrat, Grandfather Frog, and Spotty the Turtle couldn't see the one who built the dam. It was really odd. The more they thought about it, the odder it felt. They looked this way and that way.</p>

-----

Line 429 (ORIG): <p><a id="link2HCH0019">

Line 429 (NEW):  <p>“There’s one thing that’s very clear: whoever built this dam didn’t care about the people living by the Laughing Brook and the Smiling Pool,” said Grandfather Frog. “They’re selfish, just plain, everyday selfish; that’s what they are! Now the Laughing Brook can’t laugh, and the Smiling Pool can’t smile because this dam is blocking the water from flowing, and so—” Grandfather Frog stopped and looked around at his four friends.</p>

-----

Line 430 (ORIG): <!--  H2 anchor --> </a></p>

Line 430 (NEW):  <p>“And so what?” Billy Mink exclaimed impatiently.</p>

-----

Line 431 (ORIG): <div style="height: 4em;">

Line 431 (NEW):  <p>“And so we need to break this dam. We have to create a path for the water to flow through,” said Grandfather Frog very seriously.</p>

-----

Line 432 (ORIG): <br/><br/><br/><br/>

Line 432 (NEW):  <p>“Absolutely! That’s exactly it!” shouted Little Joe Otter, Billy Mink, Jerry Muskrat, and Spotty the Turtle. Then Little Joe Otter glanced at Billy Mink, Billy Mink glanced at Jerry Muskrat, Jerry Muskrat looked at Spotty the Turtle, and after that, they all focused intently on Grandfather Frog, and together they asked, “How are we going to do this?”</p>

-----

Line 433 (ORIG): </div>

Line 433 (NEW):  <p>Grandfather Frog scratched his head thoughtfully and stared for a long time at the dam made of logs, sticks, and mud. Then his big mouth broke into a broad smile.</p>

-----

Line 434 (ORIG): <h2>

Line 434 (NEW):  <p>“That's really easy,” he said. “Jerry Muskrat will dig a big hole through the dam near the bottom, because he knows how to do it, and the rest of us will keep an eye out to make sure nothing bad happens.”</p>

-----

Line 435 (ORIG):       CHAPTER XIX: Jerry Muskrat Has A Busy Day

Line 435 (NEW):  <p>“The very thing!” shouted Little Joe Otter, Billy Mink, and Spotty the Turtle, but Jerry Muskrat thought it was unfair. You see, it left him with all the hard work to do. However, Jerry thought about his beloved Smiling Pool and how awful it would be if it stopped smiling, so without another word, he got to work.</p>

-----

Line 436 (ORIG):     </h2>

Line 436 (NEW):  <p>Now Jerry Muskrat is a hard worker, and he had dug many long tunnels into the bank around the Smiling Pool, so he was confident he could quickly make a hole through this dam. But almost immediately, he ran into trouble. Yes, Sir, Jerry barely started before he encountered real problems. You see, that dam was mostly made of sticks instead of mud, and so, instead of digging in like he would have into the bank of the Smiling Pool, he had to pause every few minutes to chew through the sticks that were blocking his way.</p>

-----

Line 437 (ORIG): <p>There was a strange pond in the Green Forest, and there was the dam made of logs, sticks, and mud that created the strange pond, but no matter how hard they looked, Billy Mink, Little Joe Otter, Jerry Muskrat, Grandfather Frog, and Spotty the Turtle couldn't see the one who built the dam. It was really odd. The more they thought about it, the odder it felt. They looked this way and that way.</p>

Line 437 (NEW):  <p>It was tough work, the toughest kind of tough work. But Jerry Muskrat is the type who gets even more determined to do the job the harder it is. So, while Grandfather Frog sat at one end of the dam pretending to keep watch but actually napping in the warm sunshine, and while Spotty the Turtle sat at the other end of the dam doing the same thing, and while Billy Mink and Little Joe Otter swam around in the strange pond enjoying themselves, Jerry Muskrat just kept working and working and working. And just as the cheerful, round, red Mr. Sun started to set behind the Purple Hills, Jerry broke through into the strange pond, and the water began to flow in the Laughing Brook once again.</p>

-----

Line 438 (ORIG): <p>“There’s one thing that’s very clear: whoever built this dam didn’t care about the people living by the Laughing Brook and the Smiling Pool,” said Grandfather Frog. “They’re selfish, just plain, everyday selfish; that’s what they are! Now the Laughing Brook can’t laugh, and the Smiling Pool can’t smile because this dam is blocking the water from flowing, and so—” Grandfather Frog stopped and looked around at his four friends.</p>

Line 438 (NEW):  <p><a id="link2HCH0020">

-----

Line 439 (ORIG): <p>“And so what?” Billy Mink exclaimed impatiently.</p>

Line 439 (NEW):  <!--  H2 anchor --> </a></p>

-----

Line 440 (ORIG): <p>“And so we need to break this dam. We have to create a path for the water to flow through,” said Grandfather Frog very seriously.</p>

Line 440 (NEW):  <div style="height: 4em;">

-----

Line 441 (ORIG): <p>“Absolutely! That’s exactly it!” shouted Little Joe Otter, Billy Mink, Jerry Muskrat, and Spotty the Turtle. Then Little Joe Otter glanced at Billy Mink, Billy Mink glanced at Jerry Muskrat, Jerry Muskrat looked at Spotty the Turtle, and after that, they all focused intently on Grandfather Frog, and together they asked, “How are we going to do this?”</p>

Line 441 (NEW):  <br/><br/><br/><br/>

-----

Line 442 (ORIG): <p>Grandfather Frog scratched his head thoughtfully and stared for a long time at the dam made of logs, sticks, and mud. Then his big mouth broke into a broad smile.</p>

Line 442 (NEW):  </div>

-----

Line 443 (ORIG): <p>“That's really easy,” he said. “Jerry Muskrat will dig a big hole through the dam near the bottom, because he knows how to do it, and the rest of us will keep an eye out to make sure nothing bad happens.”</p>

Line 443 (NEW):  <h2>

-----

Line 444 (ORIG): <p>“The very thing!” shouted Little Joe Otter, Billy Mink, and Spotty the Turtle, but Jerry Muskrat thought it was unfair. You see, it left him with all the hard work to do. However, Jerry thought about his beloved Smiling Pool and how awful it would be if it stopped smiling, so without another word, he got to work.</p>

Line 444 (NEW):        CHAPTER XX: Jerry Has A Dreadful Disappointment

-----

Line 445 (ORIG): <p>Now Jerry Muskrat is a hard worker, and he had dug many long tunnels into the bank around the Smiling Pool, so he was confident he could quickly make a hole through this dam. But almost immediately, he ran into trouble. Yes, Sir, Jerry barely started before he encountered real problems. You see, that dam was mostly made of sticks instead of mud, and so, instead of digging in like he would have into the bank of the Smiling Pool, he had to pause every few minutes to chew through the sticks that were blocking his way.</p>

Line 445 (NEW):      </h2>

-----

Line 446 (ORIG): <p>It was tough work, the toughest kind of tough work. But Jerry Muskrat is the type who gets even more determined to do the job the harder it is. So, while Grandfather Frog sat at one end of the dam pretending to keep watch but actually napping in the warm sunshine, and while Spotty the Turtle sat at the other end of the dam doing the same thing, and while Billy Mink and Little Joe Otter swam around in the strange pond enjoying themselves, Jerry Muskrat just kept working and working and working. And just as the cheerful, round, red Mr. Sun started to set behind the Purple Hills, Jerry broke through into the strange pond, and the water began to flow in the Laughing Brook once again.</p>

Line 446 (NEW):  <pre>There's nothing in this world that's certain,  

-----

Line 447 (ORIG): <p><a id="link2HCH0020">

Line 447 (NEW):  No matter how we strategize and organize.  

-----

Line 448 (ORIG): <!--  H2 anchor --> </a></p>

Line 448 (NEW):  We just have to be satisfied  

-----

Line 449 (ORIG): <div style="height: 4em;">

Line 449 (NEW):  With doing the best we can.  </pre>

-----

Line 450 (ORIG): <br/><br/><br/><br/>

Line 450 (NEW):  <p>Jerry Muskrat had curled up for the night, so tired that he could barely keep his eyes open long enough to find a comfy spot to sleep. But he was happy. Yes, Jerry was really happy. He could hear the Laughing Brook starting to laugh again. It was just a soft, gurgling laugh, but Jerry knew that soon it would grow into the full laugh that makes music through the Green Forest and brings joy to everyone who hears it.</p>

-----

Line 451 (ORIG): </div>

Line 451 (NEW):  <p>So Jerry was happy, because wasn't it his doing that the Laughing Brook was starting to laugh again? He had spent the entire day making a hole in the dam that someone had built across the Laughing Brook, which had stopped its laughter. Now the water was flowing again, and soon the new, strange pond behind the dam in the Green Forest would disappear, and the Laughing Brook and the Smiling Pool would be their beautiful selves once more. It was because he had worked so hard all day that he was ready to sleep now. Usually, he preferred to sleep part of the day and be out at night.</p>

-----

Line 452 (ORIG): <h2>

Line 452 (NEW):  <p>Jerry Muskrat had really nice dreams that night, dreams of the beloved Smiling Pool, smiling just like it always had for as long as Jerry could remember, before this trouble started. He was still dreaming when Spotty the Turtle found him and woke him up, because it was bright daylight. Jerry yawned and stretched, then lay still for a minute to listen to the soothing sound of the Laughing Brook. But there was no soothing sound. There was complete silence. Jerry started to wonder if he was actually awake. He looked at Spotty the Turtle, and he realized that he was, because Spotty's face looked so worried.</p>

-----

Line 453 (ORIG):       CHAPTER XX: Jerry Has A Dreadful Disappointment

Line 453 (NEW):  <p>“Get up, Jerry Muskrat, and come see the hole you made yesterday in the dam. You must not have done your job very well, because the hole has filled up, and the water isn't flowing anymore,” said Spotty.</p>

-----

Line 454 (ORIG):     </h2>

Line 454 (NEW):  <p>“I did it well!” Jerry snapped angrily. “I did it as well as I could. You lazy people who just sit and take sun naps while pretending to keep watch better get up and do some work yourselves if you don’t like how I do mine.”</p>

-----

Line 455 (ORIG): <pre>There's nothing in this world that's certain,  

Line 455 (NEW):  <p>“I—I’m really sorry, Jerry Muskrat. I didn’t mean to say that,” replied Spotty. “You see, we’re all concerned. We thought that by this morning the Laughing Brook would be filled with water again, and we could go back to the Smiling Pool whenever we wanted, but it’s just as bad as before.”</p>

-----

Line 456 (ORIG): No matter how we strategize and organize.  

Line 456 (NEW):  <p>“Maybe the problem is just that some sticks and grass floated down in the water and blocked the hole I made; that has to be the issue,” Jerry said hopefully, as he rushed towards the dam.</p>

-----

Line 457 (ORIG): We just have to be satisfied  

Line 457 (NEW):  <p>First, he carefully checked it out from the Laughing Brook side. Then he dove underwater on the other side. He was gone for a long time, and Billy Mink was just about to dive in to see what had happened to him when he surfaced again.</p>

-----

Line 458 (ORIG): With doing the best we can.  </pre>

Line 458 (NEW):  <p>“What’s going on?” shouted Spotty the Turtle, Grandfather Frog, Billy Mink, and Little Joe Otter together. “Is the hole blocked with stuff that’s washed in?”</p>

-----

Line 459 (ORIG): <p>Jerry Muskrat had curled up for the night, so tired that he could barely keep his eyes open long enough to find a comfy spot to sleep. But he was happy. Yes, Jerry was really happy. He could hear the Laughing Brook starting to laugh again. It was just a soft, gurgling laugh, but Jerry knew that soon it would grow into the full laugh that makes music through the Green Forest and brings joy to everyone who hears it.</p>

Line 459 (NEW):  <p>Jerry shook his head as he slowly climbed out of the water. “No,” he said. “No, it isn't filled with debris washed down by the water. It's filled with sticks and mud that someone put there. Someone filled in the hole I worked so hard to dig out yesterday, and it’ll take me all day to clear it out again.”</p>

-----

Line 460 (ORIG): <p>So Jerry was happy, because wasn't it his doing that the Laughing Brook was starting to laugh again? He had spent the entire day making a hole in the dam that someone had built across the Laughing Brook, which had stopped its laughter. Now the water was flowing again, and soon the new, strange pond behind the dam in the Green Forest would disappear, and the Laughing Brook and the Smiling Pool would be their beautiful selves once more. It was because he had worked so hard all day that he was ready to sleep now. Usually, he preferred to sleep part of the day and be out at night.</p>

Line 460 (NEW):  <p>Then Grandfather Frog, Spotty the Turtle, Billy Mink, Little Joe Otter, and Jerry Muskrat all stared at one mother, and for a long time, no one said anything.</p>

-----

Line 461 (ORIG): <p>Jerry Muskrat had really nice dreams that night, dreams of the beloved Smiling Pool, smiling just like it always had for as long as Jerry could remember, before this trouble started. He was still dreaming when Spotty the Turtle found him and woke him up, because it was bright daylight. Jerry yawned and stretched, then lay still for a minute to listen to the soothing sound of the Laughing Brook. But there was no soothing sound. There was complete silence. Jerry started to wonder if he was actually awake. He looked at Spotty the Turtle, and he realized that he was, because Spotty's face looked so worried.</p>

Line 461 (NEW):  <p><a id="link2HCH0021">

-----

Line 462 (ORIG): <p>“Get up, Jerry Muskrat, and come see the hole you made yesterday in the dam. You must not have done your job very well, because the hole has filled up, and the water isn't flowing anymore,” said Spotty.</p>

Line 462 (NEW):  <!--  H2 anchor --> </a></p>

-----

Line 463 (ORIG): <p>“I did it well!” Jerry snapped angrily. “I did it as well as I could. You lazy people who just sit and take sun naps while pretending to keep watch better get up and do some work yourselves if you don’t like how I do mine.”</p>

Line 463 (NEW):  <div style="height: 4em;">

-----

Line 464 (ORIG): <p>“I—I’m really sorry, Jerry Muskrat. I didn’t mean to say that,” replied Spotty. “You see, we’re all concerned. We thought that by this morning the Laughing Brook would be filled with water again, and we could go back to the Smiling Pool whenever we wanted, but it’s just as bad as before.”</p>

Line 464 (NEW):  <br/><br/><br/><br/>

-----

Line 465 (ORIG): <p>“Maybe the problem is just that some sticks and grass floated down in the water and blocked the hole I made; that has to be the issue,” Jerry said hopefully, as he rushed towards the dam.</p>

Line 465 (NEW):  </div>

-----

Line 466 (ORIG): <p>First, he carefully checked it out from the Laughing Brook side. Then he dove underwater on the other side. He was gone for a long time, and Billy Mink was just about to dive in to see what had happened to him when he surfaced again.</p>

Line 466 (NEW):  <h2>

-----

Line 467 (ORIG): <p>“What’s going on?” shouted Spotty the Turtle, Grandfather Frog, Billy Mink, and Little Joe Otter together. “Is the hole blocked with stuff that’s washed in?”</p>

Line 467 (NEW):        CHAPTER XXI: Jerry Muskrat Keeps Watch

-----

Line 468 (ORIG): <p>Jerry shook his head as he slowly climbed out of the water. “No,” he said. “No, it isn't filled with debris washed down by the water. It's filled with sticks and mud that someone put there. Someone filled in the hole I worked so hard to dig out yesterday, and it’ll take me all day to clear it out again.”</p>

Line 468 (NEW):      </h2>

-----

Line 469 (ORIG): <p>Then Grandfather Frog, Spotty the Turtle, Billy Mink, Little Joe Otter, and Jerry Muskrat all stared at one mother, and for a long time, no one said anything.</p>

Line 469 (NEW):  <pre>“The way to figure things out,  

-----

Line 470 (ORIG): <p><a id="link2HCH0021">

Line 470 (NEW):  And what's happening all around,  

-----

Line 471 (ORIG): <!--  H2 anchor --> </a></p>

Line 471 (NEW):  Is to keep my eyes wide open  

-----

Line 472 (ORIG): <div style="height: 4em;">

Line 472 (NEW):  And my ears always listening.”  </pre>

-----

Line 473 (ORIG): <br/><br/><br/><br/>

Line 473 (NEW):  <p>So said Jerry Muskrat, as he settled himself comfortably on one end of the new dam across the Laughing Brook deep in the Green Forest and watched the dark shadows creep farther and farther out into the strange pond made by the new dam.</p>

-----

Line 474 (ORIG): </div>

Line 474 (NEW):  <p>“I'm going to find out who built this dam and who filled the hole I made in it! I'm going to find out if I have to move up here and live all summer!” The way Jerry said this and snapped his teeth together made it clear he meant every word.</p>

-----

Line 475 (ORIG): <h2>

Line 475 (NEW):  <p>You see, Jerry had spent another long, exhausting day reopening the hole in the dam, only to have it closed again while he slept. That was the last straw for Jerry. He didn’t try again. Instead, he decided to find out who was playing this trick on him. He would just watch until they showed up, and then if they weren’t bigger than him, or if there weren’t too many of them, he would—well, the way Jerry ground and clashed those sharp teeth of his made it sound like he intended to do something really serious.</p>

-----

Line 476 (ORIG):       CHAPTER XXI: Jerry Muskrat Keeps Watch

Line 476 (NEW):  <p>Billy Mink and Little Joe Otter had given up in frustration and started toward the Big River. They're great travelers anyway, so they didn't mind too much since there wasn't enough water left in the Laughing Brook and the Smiling Pool. Grandfather Frog and Spotty the Turtle, who are very, very slow travelers, had decided that the Big River was too far away, so they would stick around and live in the strange pond for a while, even though it wasn't nearly as nice as their beloved Smiling Pool. They had fallen asleep now, each in their own secret spot where they would be safe for the night.</p>

-----

Line 477 (ORIG):     </h2>

Line 477 (NEW):  <p>So Jerry Muskrat sat alone and watched. The black shadows crept farther and farther across the pond and grew darker and darker. Jerry didn't mind this, because, as you know, his eyes are built for seeing in the dark, and he really loves the night. Jerry had been sitting there for a long time without moving. He was listening and watching. Eventually, he saw something that made him catch his breath and anger spark in his eyes. It was a little silver line on the water, and it was coming straight towards the dam where he sat. Jerry knew that it was caused by someone swimming.</p>

-----

Line 478 (ORIG): <pre>“The way to figure things out,  

Line 478 (NEW):  <p>“Ha!” said Jerry. “Now we’ll see!”</p>

-----

Line 479 (ORIG): And what's happening all around,  

Line 479 (NEW):  <p>Nearer and nearer came the silver line. Then Jerry spotted the swimmer's head. Suddenly, all his anger disappeared. He didn’t have space for anger; a huge fear had pushed it aside. The head was larger than any Muskrat Jerry had ever seen. It was bigger than any of Billy Mink’s relatives. It was the head of a stranger, a stranger so big that Jerry felt very, very small and hoped with all his might that the stranger wouldn’t see him.</p>

-----

Line 480 (ORIG): Is to keep my eyes wide open  

Line 480 (NEW):  <p>Jerry held his breath as the stranger swam by and then climbed out onto the dam. He looked a lot like Jerry, just so much bigger. And his tail! Jerry had never seen a tail like that. It was wide and flat. Suddenly, the big stranger turned and looked directly at Jerry.</p>

-----

Line 481 (ORIG): And my ears always listening.”  </pre>

Line 481 (NEW):  <p>“Hey, Jerry Muskrat!” he said. “Don’t you recognize me?”</p>

-----

Line 482 (ORIG): <p>So said Jerry Muskrat, as he settled himself comfortably on one end of the new dam across the Laughing Brook deep in the Green Forest and watched the dark shadows creep farther and farther out into the strange pond made by the new dam.</p>

Line 482 (NEW):  <p>Jerry was too scared to speak.</p>

-----

Line 483 (ORIG): <p>“I'm going to find out who built this dam and who filled the hole I made in it! I'm going to find out if I have to move up here and live all summer!” The way Jerry said this and snapped his teeth together made it clear he meant every word.</p>

Line 483 (NEW):  <p>“I'm your older cousin from the North; I'm Paddy the Beaver, and if you leave my dam alone, I think we can be good friends,” continued the stranger.</p>

-----

Line 484 (ORIG): <p>You see, Jerry had spent another long, exhausting day reopening the hole in the dam, only to have it closed again while he slept. That was the last straw for Jerry. He didn’t try again. Instead, he decided to find out who was playing this trick on him. He would just watch until they showed up, and then if they weren’t bigger than him, or if there weren’t too many of them, he would—well, the way Jerry ground and clashed those sharp teeth of his made it sound like he intended to do something really serious.</p>

Line 484 (NEW):  <p>“I—I—I hope so,” Jerry said in a very quiet voice, trying to be polite, but his teeth were chattering from fear.</p>

-----

Line 485 (ORIG): <p>Billy Mink and Little Joe Otter had given up in frustration and started toward the Big River. They're great travelers anyway, so they didn't mind too much since there wasn't enough water left in the Laughing Brook and the Smiling Pool. Grandfather Frog and Spotty the Turtle, who are very, very slow travelers, had decided that the Big River was too far away, so they would stick around and live in the strange pond for a while, even though it wasn't nearly as nice as their beloved Smiling Pool. They had fallen asleep now, each in their own secret spot where they would be safe for the night.</p>

Line 485 (NEW):  <p><a id="link2HCH0022">

-----

Line 486 (ORIG): <p>So Jerry Muskrat sat alone and watched. The black shadows crept farther and farther across the pond and grew darker and darker. Jerry didn't mind this, because, as you know, his eyes are built for seeing in the dark, and he really loves the night. Jerry had been sitting there for a long time without moving. He was listening and watching. Eventually, he saw something that made him catch his breath and anger spark in his eyes. It was a little silver line on the water, and it was coming straight towards the dam where he sat. Jerry knew that it was caused by someone swimming.</p>

Line 486 (NEW):  <!--  H2 anchor --> </a></p>

-----

Line 487 (ORIG): <p>“Ha!” said Jerry. “Now we’ll see!”</p>

Line 487 (NEW):  <div style="height: 4em;">

-----

Line 488 (ORIG): <p>Nearer and nearer came the silver line. Then Jerry spotted the swimmer's head. Suddenly, all his anger disappeared. He didn’t have space for anger; a huge fear had pushed it aside. The head was larger than any Muskrat Jerry had ever seen. It was bigger than any of Billy Mink’s relatives. It was the head of a stranger, a stranger so big that Jerry felt very, very small and hoped with all his might that the stranger wouldn’t see him.</p>

Line 488 (NEW):  <br/><br/><br/><br/>

-----

Line 489 (ORIG): <p>Jerry held his breath as the stranger swam by and then climbed out onto the dam. He looked a lot like Jerry, just so much bigger. And his tail! Jerry had never seen a tail like that. It was wide and flat. Suddenly, the big stranger turned and looked directly at Jerry.</p>

Line 489 (NEW):  </div>

-----

Line 490 (ORIG): <p>“Hey, Jerry Muskrat!” he said. “Don’t you recognize me?”</p>

Line 490 (NEW):  <h2>

-----

Line 491 (ORIG): <p>Jerry was too scared to speak.</p>

Line 491 (NEW):        CHAPTER XXII: Jerry Loses His Fear

-----

Line 492 (ORIG): <p>“I'm your older cousin from the North; I'm Paddy the Beaver, and if you leave my dam alone, I think we can be good friends,” continued the stranger.</p>

Line 492 (NEW):      </h2>

-----

Line 493 (ORIG): <p>“I—I—I hope so,” Jerry said in a very quiet voice, trying to be polite, but his teeth were chattering from fear.</p>

Line 493 (NEW):  <pre>“Oh, tell me, you and you and you,  

-----

Line 494 (ORIG): <p><a id="link2HCH0022">

Line 494 (NEW):    If you’ve ever heard  

-----

Line 495 (ORIG): <!--  H2 anchor --> </a></p>

Line 495 (NEW):    Of all that’s wonderful and great  

-----

Line 496 (ORIG): <div style="height: 4em;">

Line 496 (NEW):    The greatest is the spoken word?”</pre>

-----

Line 497 (ORIG): <br/><br/><br/><br/>

Line 497 (NEW):  <p>It's true. It’s the truest thing ever. If you don’t believe it, just ask Jerry Muskrat. He’ll tell you it’s true, and Jerry knows. You see, here’s the deal: Words are more than just sounds. Oh, absolutely! They are little messengers, and once they’ve been sent out, you can’t take them back. No way, you can’t take them back, and sometimes that’s really sad because—well, these little messengers always carry something to someone else, and that something might be anger, hate, fear, or a lie, and those are the things that cause most of the trouble in this world. Or that something could be love, sympathy, helpfulness, or kindness, and those are the things that really help solve most of the troubles in this world.</p>

-----

Line 498 (ORIG): </div>

Line 498 (NEW):  <p>Just take the ease of Jerry Muskrat. There he sat on the new dam that had created the unusual pond in the Green Forest, shaking with fear until his teeth chattered, as he watched a stranger much bigger than him climb up on the dam. Jerry was scared because he had seen that the stranger could swim just as well as he could, and since Jerry didn’t have any secret burrows there, he realized he couldn't escape the stranger if he wanted to. Somehow, Jerry knew without being told that the stranger had built the dam, and you know Jerry had twice made a hole in the dam to let the water out of the unusual pond into the Laughing Brook. Jerry felt deep down that if he had built that dam, he would be very, very angry with anyone who tried to mess it up, and that's exactly what he had tried to do. So he sat with chattering teeth, too scared to even think about running.</p>

-----

Line 499 (ORIG): <h2>

Line 499 (NEW):  <p>“I wish I had let someone else take the watch,” said Jerry to himself.</p>

-----

Line 500 (ORIG):       CHAPTER XXII: Jerry Loses His Fear

Line 500 (NEW):  <p>Then the big stranger spoke. He said, “Hey, Jerry Muskrat! Don’t you recognize me?” and his voice didn’t sound angry at all. Then he told Jerry that he was his big cousin, Paddy the Beaver, and he hoped they could be friends.</p>

-----

Line 501 (ORIG):     </h2>

Line 501 (NEW):  <p>Now everything was just as it had been before—the strange pond, the dam, Jerry himself, the big stranger, and the black shadows of the night—but somehow, everything felt different, all because a few kind words had been exchanged. A huge weight had lifted from Jerry's heart, replaced by a strong hope that maybe there wouldn't be any trouble after all. So he responded to Paddy the Beaver as politely as he could. Paddy was just as courteous, and before Jerry knew it, instead of being enemies, as he had always thought would happen when he found the builder of the dam, they were becoming the best of friends, all because Paddy the Beaver had said the right thing in the right way.</p>

-----

Line 502 (ORIG): <pre>“Oh, tell me, you and you and you,  

Line 502 (NEW):  <p>“But you still haven't explained why you made those holes in my dam, Cousin Jerry,” Paddy the Beaver finally said.</p>

-----

Line 503 (ORIG):   If you’ve ever heard  

Line 503 (NEW):  <p>Jerry didn’t know what to say. He was really happy with his big new cousin, but he didn’t want to hurt his feelings by saying he thought that dam shouldn’t be across the Laughing Brook. At the same time, he wanted Paddy to understand how he had ruined the Laughing Brook and the Smiling Pool. Finally, he decided to tell the whole story.</p>

-----

Line 504 (ORIG):   Of all that’s wonderful and great  

Line 504 (NEW):  <p><a id="link2HCH0023">

-----

Line 505 (ORIG):   The greatest is the spoken word?”</pre>

Line 505 (NEW):  <!--  H2 anchor --> </a></p>

-----

Line 506 (ORIG): <p>It's true. It’s the truest thing ever. If you don’t believe it, just ask Jerry Muskrat. He’ll tell you it’s true, and Jerry knows. You see, here’s the deal: Words are more than just sounds. Oh, absolutely! They are little messengers, and once they’ve been sent out, you can’t take them back. No way, you can’t take them back, and sometimes that’s really sad because—well, these little messengers always carry something to someone else, and that something might be anger, hate, fear, or a lie, and those are the things that cause most of the trouble in this world. Or that something could be love, sympathy, helpfulness, or kindness, and those are the things that really help solve most of the troubles in this world.</p>

Line 506 (NEW):  <div style="height: 4em;">

-----

Line 507 (ORIG): <p>Just take the ease of Jerry Muskrat. There he sat on the new dam that had created the unusual pond in the Green Forest, shaking with fear until his teeth chattered, as he watched a stranger much bigger than him climb up on the dam. Jerry was scared because he had seen that the stranger could swim just as well as he could, and since Jerry didn’t have any secret burrows there, he realized he couldn't escape the stranger if he wanted to. Somehow, Jerry knew without being told that the stranger had built the dam, and you know Jerry had twice made a hole in the dam to let the water out of the unusual pond into the Laughing Brook. Jerry felt deep down that if he had built that dam, he would be very, very angry with anyone who tried to mess it up, and that's exactly what he had tried to do. So he sat with chattering teeth, too scared to even think about running.</p>

Line 507 (NEW):  <br/><br/><br/><br/>

-----

Line 508 (ORIG): <p>“I wish I had let someone else take the watch,” said Jerry to himself.</p>

Line 508 (NEW):  </div>

-----

Line 509 (ORIG): <p>Then the big stranger spoke. He said, “Hey, Jerry Muskrat! Don’t you recognize me?” and his voice didn’t sound angry at all. Then he told Jerry that he was his big cousin, Paddy the Beaver, and he hoped they could be friends.</p>

Line 509 (NEW):  <h2>

-----

Line 510 (ORIG): <p>Now everything was just as it had been before—the strange pond, the dam, Jerry himself, the big stranger, and the black shadows of the night—but somehow, everything felt different, all because a few kind words had been exchanged. A huge weight had lifted from Jerry's heart, replaced by a strong hope that maybe there wouldn't be any trouble after all. So he responded to Paddy the Beaver as politely as he could. Paddy was just as courteous, and before Jerry knew it, instead of being enemies, as he had always thought would happen when he found the builder of the dam, they were becoming the best of friends, all because Paddy the Beaver had said the right thing in the right way.</p>

Line 510 (NEW):        CHAPTER XXIII: Paddy The Beaver Does A Kind Deed

-----

Line 511 (ORIG): <p>“But you still haven't explained why you made those holes in my dam, Cousin Jerry,” Paddy the Beaver finally said.</p>

Line 511 (NEW):      </h2>

-----

Line 512 (ORIG): <p>Jerry didn’t know what to say. He was really happy with his big new cousin, but he didn’t want to hurt his feelings by saying he thought that dam shouldn’t be across the Laughing Brook. At the same time, he wanted Paddy to understand how he had ruined the Laughing Brook and the Smiling Pool. Finally, he decided to tell the whole story.</p>

Line 512 (NEW):  <p>Paddy the Beaver listened to everything his little cousin, Jerry Muskrat, had to say about the trouble that Paddy's dam had caused in the Laughing Brook and the Smiling Pool.</p>

-----

Line 513 (ORIG): <p><a id="link2HCH0023">

Line 513 (NEW):  <p>“You see, we who live in the Smiling Pool love it dearly, and we don't want to have to leave it, but if the water can't flow down the Laughing Brook, there can't be any Smiling Pool, and so we will have to move to the Big River,” concluded Jerry Muskrat. “That’s why I tried to mess up your dam.”</p>

-----

Line 514 (ORIG): <!--  H2 anchor --> </a></p>

Line 514 (NEW):  <p>There was a spark in Paddy the Beaver's eyes as he responded, “Well, now that you've realized you can't do that because I'm bigger than you and can stop you, what are you going to do about it?”</p>

-----

Line 515 (ORIG): <div style="height: 4em;">

Line 515 (NEW):  <p>“I don’t know,” said Jerry Muskrat sadly. “I don’t see what we can do about it. Sure, you’re big and strong and can do whatever you want, but it doesn’t seem fair that we, who have lived here for so long, have to move away from everything we love just because you, a stranger, want to live here. I have an idea!” Jerry’s eyes sparkled as a new thought struck him. “Why don’t you come down and live in the Smiling Pool with us? I’m sure there’s enough room!”</p>

-----

Line 516 (ORIG): <br/><br/><br/><br/>

Line 516 (NEW):  <p>Paddy the Beaver shook his head. “No,” he said, and Jerry's heart sank. “I can’t do that because there isn’t any of the food I eat down there. Plus, I wouldn’t feel safe at the Smiling Pool. You see, I always live in the woods. No, I just couldn’t move down to the Smiling Pool. But I’m really sorry that I’ve made you worry so much, Cousin Jerry, and I’m going to show you. Now you just sit right here until I get back.”</p>

-----

Line 517 (ORIG): </div>

Line 517 (NEW):  <p>Before Jerry knew what he was about to do, Paddy the Beaver dove into the pond, and as he disappeared, his big tail hit the water with such a splash that it startled Jerry. Then, there was a big commotion underwater. In a few minutes, a stick popped up, then another and another, and the water got so murky that Jerry couldn't see what was happening. Paddy was gone for a long time. Jerry wondered how he could stay underwater for so long without air. All the while, Paddy was just messing with him. He would come up to the surface, poke his nose out, nothing more, fill his lungs with fresh air, and go back down again.</p>

-----

Line 518 (ORIG): <h2>

Line 518 (NEW):  <p>Suddenly, Jerry Muskrat heard a sound that made him perk up his funny little short ears and turn around to see over the other side of the dam into the Laughing Brook. What do you think that sound was? It was the sound of rushing water, the sweetest sound Jerry had heard in a long time. There was a big hole in the dam, and the brook was already starting to laugh as the water flowed down it.</p>

-----

Line 519 (ORIG):       CHAPTER XXIII: Paddy The Beaver Does A Kind Deed

Line 519 (NEW):  <p>“How do you like that, Cousin Jerry?” said a voice right in his ear. Paddy the Beaver had climbed up beside him, and his eyes were sparkling.</p>

-----

Line 520 (ORIG):     </h2>

Line 520 (NEW):  <p>“It—it's amazing!” cried Jerry. “But—but you’ve ruined your dam!”</p>

-----

Line 521 (ORIG): <p>Paddy the Beaver listened to everything his little cousin, Jerry Muskrat, had to say about the trouble that Paddy's dam had caused in the Laughing Brook and the Smiling Pool.</p>

Line 521 (NEW):  <p>“Oh, that's fine,” Paddy replied. “I didn't really want it right now, anyway. I don't usually build dams this time of year, and I made this one just for fun because it seemed like a great spot. You see, I was passing through and thought it was such a nice place that I decided to stick around for a bit. I didn’t know anything about the Smiling Pool, you know. Now, I guess I’ll have to move on and find a place where I can create a pond in the fall that won’t bother anyone else. You see, I don’t like being bothered myself, so I don’t want to bother others. This Green Forest is a really nice place.”</p>

-----

Line 522 (ORIG): <p>“You see, we who live in the Smiling Pool love it dearly, and we don't want to have to leave it, but if the water can't flow down the Laughing Brook, there can't be any Smiling Pool, and so we will have to move to the Big River,” concluded Jerry Muskrat. “That’s why I tried to mess up your dam.”</p>

Line 522 (NEW):  <p>“The best place in the whole world, aside from the Green Meadows and the Smiling Pool!” Jerry replied quickly. “Will you stay, Cousin Paddy? I’m sure we’d all love to have you here.”</p>

-----

Line 523 (ORIG): <p>There was a spark in Paddy the Beaver's eyes as he responded, “Well, now that you've realized you can't do that because I'm bigger than you and can stop you, what are you going to do about it?”</p>

Line 523 (NEW):  <p>“Of course we would,” said a rough voice right next to them. It was Grandfather Frog.</p>

-----

Line 524 (ORIG): <p>“I don’t know,” said Jerry Muskrat sadly. “I don’t see what we can do about it. Sure, you’re big and strong and can do whatever you want, but it doesn’t seem fair that we, who have lived here for so long, have to move away from everything we love just because you, a stranger, want to live here. I have an idea!” Jerry’s eyes sparkled as a new thought struck him. “Why don’t you come down and live in the Smiling Pool with us? I’m sure there’s enough room!”</p>

Line 524 (NEW):  <p>Paddy the Beaver looked contemplative. “Maybe I will,” he said, “if I can find some good hiding spots in the Laughing Brook.”</p>

-----

Line 525 (ORIG): <p>Paddy the Beaver shook his head. “No,” he said, and Jerry's heart sank. “I can’t do that because there isn’t any of the food I eat down there. Plus, I wouldn’t feel safe at the Smiling Pool. You see, I always live in the woods. No, I just couldn’t move down to the Smiling Pool. But I’m really sorry that I’ve made you worry so much, Cousin Jerry, and I’m going to show you. Now you just sit right here until I get back.”</p>

Line 525 (NEW):  <p><a id="link2HCH0024">

-----

Line 526 (ORIG): <p>Before Jerry knew what he was about to do, Paddy the Beaver dove into the pond, and as he disappeared, his big tail hit the water with such a splash that it startled Jerry. Then, there was a big commotion underwater. In a few minutes, a stick popped up, then another and another, and the water got so murky that Jerry couldn't see what was happening. Paddy was gone for a long time. Jerry wondered how he could stay underwater for so long without air. All the while, Paddy was just messing with him. He would come up to the surface, poke his nose out, nothing more, fill his lungs with fresh air, and go back down again.</p>

Line 526 (NEW):  <!--  H2 anchor --> </a></p>

-----

Line 527 (ORIG): <p>Suddenly, Jerry Muskrat heard a sound that made him perk up his funny little short ears and turn around to see over the other side of the dam into the Laughing Brook. What do you think that sound was? It was the sound of rushing water, the sweetest sound Jerry had heard in a long time. There was a big hole in the dam, and the brook was already starting to laugh as the water flowed down it.</p>

Line 527 (NEW):  <div style="height: 4em;">

-----

Line 528 (ORIG): <p>“How do you like that, Cousin Jerry?” said a voice right in his ear. Paddy the Beaver had climbed up beside him, and his eyes were sparkling.</p>

Line 528 (NEW):  <br/><br/><br/><br/>

-----

Line 529 (ORIG): <p>“It—it's amazing!” cried Jerry. “But—but you’ve ruined your dam!”</p>

Line 529 (NEW):  </div>

-----

Line 530 (ORIG): <p>“Oh, that's fine,” Paddy replied. “I didn't really want it right now, anyway. I don't usually build dams this time of year, and I made this one just for fun because it seemed like a great spot. You see, I was passing through and thought it was such a nice place that I decided to stick around for a bit. I didn’t know anything about the Smiling Pool, you know. Now, I guess I’ll have to move on and find a place where I can create a pond in the fall that won’t bother anyone else. You see, I don’t like being bothered myself, so I don’t want to bother others. This Green Forest is a really nice place.”</p>

Line 530 (NEW):  <h2>

-----

Line 531 (ORIG): <p>“The best place in the whole world, aside from the Green Meadows and the Smiling Pool!” Jerry replied quickly. “Will you stay, Cousin Paddy? I’m sure we’d all love to have you here.”</p>

Line 531 (NEW):        CHAPTER XXIV: A Merry Home-Going

-----

Line 532 (ORIG): <p>“Of course we would,” said a rough voice right next to them. It was Grandfather Frog.</p>

Line 532 (NEW):      </h2>

-----

Line 533 (ORIG): <p>Paddy the Beaver looked contemplative. “Maybe I will,” he said, “if I can find some good hiding spots in the Laughing Brook.”</p>

Line 533 (NEW):  <pre>“The Laughing Brook is cheerful  

-----

Line 534 (ORIG): <p><a id="link2HCH0024">

Line 534 (NEW):    And so am I,” shouted Jerry.  

-----

Line 535 (ORIG): <!--  H2 anchor --> </a></p>

Line 535 (NEW):    Grandfather Frog said he was as well.  

-----

Line 536 (ORIG): <div style="height: 4em;">

Line 536 (NEW):    And Spotty was, the others realized.</pre>

-----

Line 537 (ORIG): <br/><br/><br/><br/>

Line 537 (NEW):  <p>The trees sat in soggy ground where not long ago there had been the unusual pond in the Green Forest, the pond created by Paddy the Beaver's dam. In the dam was a big hole made by Paddy himself.</p>

-----

Line 538 (ORIG): </div>

Line 538 (NEW):  <p>Through the Green Forest echoed the laughter of the Laughing Brook, as the water flowed deeply between its banks once again. In the hearts of Grandfather Frog, Jerry Muskrat, and Spotty the Turtle, there was laughter too, because the Smiling Pool would smile again, allowing them to return home in peace and happiness. And there was one more who laughed. Who was it? It was Paddy the Beaver, of course, and his laughter was the best of all, for it came from having brought happiness to others.</p>

-----

Line 539 (ORIG): <h2>

Line 539 (NEW):  <p>“You managed to get to the dam before me, but you won’t beat me back to the Smiling Pool,” shouted Jerry Muskrat at Spotty the Turtle.</p>

-----

Line 540 (ORIG):       CHAPTER XXIV: A Merry Home-Going

Line 540 (NEW):  <p>Spotty laughed cheerfully. “You'd better not stop to eat, play, or sleep on the way then,” he said, “because I’ll keep going the whole time. I've found that's the only way to get anywhere.”</p>

-----

Line 541 (ORIG):     </h2>

Line 541 (NEW):  <p>“Let’s all go down together,” said Grandfather Frog. “We can help each other through the tough spots.”</p>

-----

Line 542 (ORIG): <pre>“The Laughing Brook is cheerful  

Line 542 (NEW):  <p>Jerry Muskrat laughed so hard he had to hold his sides at the idea of Grandfather Frog or Spotty the Turtle being able to help him, but he was really good-natured, so he agreed that they should all go down together. Paddy the Beaver said he would go too, so off the four of them went, with Jerry Muskrat and Paddy the Beaver swimming side by side, and behind them, Grandfather Frog and Spotty the Turtle.</p>

-----

Line 543 (ORIG):   And so am I,” shouted Jerry.  

Line 543 (NEW):  <p>Now Spotty the Turtle is a very slow traveler on land, but in the water, Spotty isn’t slow at all. In fact, it didn’t take long for Grandfather Frog to realize he couldn’t keep up. You see, while he’s a great diver and can swim fast for a short distance, he gets tired quickly. Soon he was puffing and blowing, falling further and further behind. Eventually, Spotty the Turtle looked back. There was Grandfather Frog tumbling headfirst over a little waterfall. He surfaced, choking and gasping, kicking his long legs weakly. Spotty climbed out on a rock and waited. He helped Grandfather Frog beside him, and once Grandfather Frog caught his breath, you won’t believe what Spotty did! He took Grandfather Frog right on his back and continued on.</p>

-----

Line 544 (ORIG):   Grandfather Frog said he was as well.  

Line 544 (NEW):  <p>Now Jerry Muskrat and Paddy the Beaver, being excellent swimmers, quickly disappeared from view. Suddenly, Jerry remembered that they had agreed to return together, and he felt a twinge of guilt when he looked for Grandfather Frog and Spotty the Turtle but couldn’t see either of them. So, he and Paddy sat down to wait. After what felt like a long time, they noticed something strange floating in the water.</p>

-----

Line 545 (ORIG):   And Spotty was, the others realized.</pre>

Line 545 (NEW):  <p>“It's Grandfather Frog,” shouted Paddy the Beaver.</p>

-----

Line 546 (ORIG): <p>The trees sat in soggy ground where not long ago there had been the unusual pond in the Green Forest, the pond created by Paddy the Beaver's dam. In the dam was a big hole made by Paddy himself.</p>

Line 546 (NEW):  <p>“No, it’s Spotty the Turtle,” Jerry Muskrat said.</p>

-----

Line 547 (ORIG): <p>Through the Green Forest echoed the laughter of the Laughing Brook, as the water flowed deeply between its banks once again. In the hearts of Grandfather Frog, Jerry Muskrat, and Spotty the Turtle, there was laughter too, because the Smiling Pool would smile again, allowing them to return home in peace and happiness. And there was one more who laughed. Who was it? It was Paddy the Beaver, of course, and his laughter was the best of all, for it came from having brought happiness to others.</p>

Line 547 (NEW):  <p>“It's both,” Paddy replied, starting to laugh.</p>

-----

Line 548 (ORIG): <p>“You managed to get to the dam before me, but you won’t beat me back to the Smiling Pool,” shouted Jerry Muskrat at Spotty the Turtle.</p>

Line 548 (NEW):  <p>Just then, Spotty fell over another waterfall he hadn’t noticed, and of course, Grandfather Frog went with him and lost his grip on Spotty's back.</p>

-----

Line 549 (ORIG): <p>Spotty laughed cheerfully. “You'd better not stop to eat, play, or sleep on the way then,” he said, “because I’ll keep going the whole time. I've found that's the only way to get anywhere.”</p>

Line 549 (NEW):  <p>“I have an idea!” shouted Paddy.</p>

-----

Line 550 (ORIG): <p>“Let’s all go down together,” said Grandfather Frog. “We can help each other through the tough spots.”</p>

Line 550 (NEW):  <p>“What’s up?” asked Jerry.</p>

-----

Line 551 (ORIG): <p>Jerry Muskrat laughed so hard he had to hold his sides at the idea of Grandfather Frog or Spotty the Turtle being able to help him, but he was really good-natured, so he agreed that they should all go down together. Paddy the Beaver said he would go too, so off the four of them went, with Jerry Muskrat and Paddy the Beaver swimming side by side, and behind them, Grandfather Frog and Spotty the Turtle.</p>

Line 551 (NEW):  <p>“Why, Grandfather Frog can ride on my flat tail,” Paddy replied, “and then we'll go slowly enough for Spotty to keep up with us.”</p>

-----

Line 552 (ORIG): <p>Now Spotty the Turtle is a very slow traveler on land, but in the water, Spotty isn’t slow at all. In fact, it didn’t take long for Grandfather Frog to realize he couldn’t keep up. You see, while he’s a great diver and can swim fast for a short distance, he gets tired quickly. Soon he was puffing and blowing, falling further and further behind. Eventually, Spotty the Turtle looked back. There was Grandfather Frog tumbling headfirst over a little waterfall. He surfaced, choking and gasping, kicking his long legs weakly. Spotty climbed out on a rock and waited. He helped Grandfather Frog beside him, and once Grandfather Frog caught his breath, you won’t believe what Spotty did! He took Grandfather Frog right on his back and continued on.</p>

Line 552 (NEW):  <p>And so it was that just as the first moonlight touched the Smiling Pool, out of the Laughing Brook swam the happiest group anyone had ever seen.</p>

-----

Line 553 (ORIG): <p>Now Jerry Muskrat and Paddy the Beaver, being excellent swimmers, quickly disappeared from view. Suddenly, Jerry remembered that they had agreed to return together, and he felt a twinge of guilt when he looked for Grandfather Frog and Spotty the Turtle but couldn’t see either of them. So, he and Paddy sat down to wait. After what felt like a long time, they noticed something strange floating in the water.</p>

Line 553 (NEW):  <p>“Chugarum!” said Grandfather Frog. “It’s great to be home, but I’d probably travel a lot if I could use Paddy the Beaver’s tail as a boat.”</p>

-----

Line 554 (ORIG): <p>“It's Grandfather Frog,” shouted Paddy the Beaver.</p>

Line 554 (NEW):  <p><a id="link2HCH0025">

-----

Line 555 (ORIG): <p>“No, it’s Spotty the Turtle,” Jerry Muskrat said.</p>

Line 555 (NEW):  <!--  H2 anchor --> </a></p>

-----

Line 556 (ORIG): <p>“It's both,” Paddy replied, starting to laugh.</p>

Line 556 (NEW):  <div style="height: 4em;">

-----

Line 557 (ORIG): <p>Just then, Spotty fell over another waterfall he hadn’t noticed, and of course, Grandfather Frog went with him and lost his grip on Spotty's back.</p>

Line 557 (NEW):  <br/><br/><br/><br/>

-----

Line 558 (ORIG): <p>“I have an idea!” shouted Paddy.</p>

Line 558 (NEW):  </div>

-----

Line 559 (ORIG): <p>“What is it?” asked Jerry.</p>

Line 559 (NEW):  <h2>

-----

Line 560 (ORIG): <p>“Why, Grandfather Frog can ride on my flat tail,” Paddy replied, “and then we'll go slowly enough for Spotty to keep up with us.”</p>

Line 560 (NEW):        CHAPTER XXV: Paddy The Beaver Decides To Stay

-----

Line 561 (ORIG): <p>And so it was that just as the first moonlight touched the Smiling Pool, out of the Laughing Brook swam the happiest group anyone had ever seen.</p>

Line 561 (NEW):      </h2>

-----

Line 562 (ORIG): <p>“Chugarum!” said Grandfather Frog. “It’s great to be home, but I’d probably travel a lot if I could use Paddy the Beaver’s tail as a boat.”</p>

Line 562 (NEW):  <pre>“The beautiful Green Meadows stretch out far and wide,  

-----

Line 563 (ORIG): <p><a id="link2HCH0025">

Line 563 (NEW):    The Smiling Pool and Laughing Brook—  

-----

Line 564 (ORIG): <!--  H2 anchor --> </a></p>

Line 564 (NEW):    They fill our hearts with happiness and pride;  

-----

Line 565 (ORIG): <div style="height: 4em;">

Line 565 (NEW):    We cherish every secret spot.”  </pre>

-----

Line 566 (ORIG): <br/><br/><br/><br/>

Line 566 (NEW):  <p>So said Jerry Muskrat as he climbed up on the Big Rock in the middle of the Smiling Pool, with Paddy the Beaver beside him, and watched the lovely Smiling Pool sparkling and smiling in the moonlight, just like he had so often seen it before the big trouble had happened.</p>

-----

Line 567 (ORIG): </div>

Line 567 (NEW):  <p>“Chugarum!” said Grandfather Frog in his deep voice from the bulrushes. “You never realize how great your blessings are until they’re lost and then found again.”</p>

-----

Line 568 (ORIG): <h2>

Line 568 (NEW):  <p>The bulrushes swayed, almost as if they were pondering this too. Their feet were once again in the cool water. Paddy the Beaver seemed to get how everyone was feeling, and he smiled to himself as he watched how happy his new friends were.</p>

-----

Line 569 (ORIG):       CHAPTER XXV: Paddy The Beaver Decides To Stay

Line 569 (NEW):  <p>“It’s really a nice place here, and I can see why you wouldn’t want to leave,” he said. “I’m sorry for all the trouble and worry I caused, but you have to understand, I just didn’t know.”</p>

-----

Line 570 (ORIG):     </h2>

Line 570 (NEW):  <p>“Oh, that’s fine,” replied Jerry Muskrat, who was now really proud of his big cousin. “I hope that now you see how great it is, you’ll stay and make your home here.”</p>

-----

Line 571 (ORIG): <pre>“The beautiful Green Meadows stretch out far and wide,  

Line 571 (NEW):  <p>Paddy the Beaver looked back at the large black shadow he recognized as the Green Forest. Far in the middle of it, he heard Hooty the Owl's hunting call. Then he gazed out over the Green Meadows, and from way on the far side, he heard Reddy Fox bark, which was replied to by Bowser the Hound's deep voice from Farmer Brown's dooryard. For some reason, that last sound made Paddy the Beaver shiver a bit, just like Hooty the Owl's voice made the smaller creatures of the Green Forest and the Green Meadows shudder when they heard it. Paddy wasn’t afraid of Hooty or Reddy Fox, but Bowser's booming voice was new to him, and for some reason, it frightened him. You see, the Green Meadows felt so strange and open that he didn't feel at home at all, as he truly loved the heart of the Green Forest.</p>

-----

Line 572 (ORIG):   The Smiling Pool and Laughing Brook—  

Line 572 (NEW):  <p>“No,” said Paddy the Beaver, “I definitely can't live here in the Smiling Pool. It’s a nice pool, but it wouldn't work for me at all, Cousin Jerry. I wouldn’t feel safe here for even a minute. Plus, there’s nothing to eat around here.”</p>

-----

Line 573 (ORIG):   They fill our hearts with happiness and pride;  

Line 573 (NEW):  <p>“Oh, yes, there is,” Jerry Muskrat interrupted. “There are lily roots and the best fresh-water clams and—”</p>

-----

Line 574 (ORIG):   We cherish every secret spot.”  </pre>

Line 574 (NEW):  <p>“But there are no trees,” said Paddy the Beaver, “and you know I need trees.”</p>

-----

Line 575 (ORIG): <p>So said Jerry Muskrat as he climbed up on the Big Rock in the middle of the Smiling Pool, with Paddy the Beaver beside him, and watched the lovely Smiling Pool sparkling and smiling in the moonlight, just like he had so often seen it before the big trouble had happened.</p>

Line 575 (NEW):  <p>Jerry stared at Paddy like he couldn't comprehend. “Do—do you eat trees?” he finally asked.</p>

-----

Line 576 (ORIG): <p>“Chugarum!” said Grandfather Frog in his deep voice from the bulrushes. “You never realize how great your blessings are until they’re lost and then found again.”</p>

Line 576 (NEW):  <p>Paddy laughed. “Just the bark,” he said, “and I need a lot of it.”</p>

-----

Line 577 (ORIG): <p>The bulrushes swayed, almost as if they were pondering this too. Their feet were once again in the cool water. Paddy the Beaver seemed to get how everyone was feeling, and he smiled to himself as he watched how happy his new friends were.</p>

Line 577 (NEW):  <p>Jerry looked just as disappointed as he felt. “Of course you can't stay then,” he said, “and—I thought we would have such a great time together.”</p>

-----

Line 578 (ORIG): <p>“It’s really a nice place here, and I can see why you wouldn’t want to leave,” he said. “I’m sorry for all the trouble and worry I caused, but you have to understand, I just didn’t know.”</p>

Line 578 (NEW):  <p>Paddy's eyes sparkled. “Maybe we will,” he said. “You see, I've almost decided to stick around the Laughing Brook in the Green Forest for a bit, and you can come visit me there. On our way down, I spotted a really nice hole in the bank that I think would make a great home for me for now, and you can come up to see me. But if I do stay, you, Grandfather Frog, and Spotty the Turtle have to keep it a secret. No one can know I'm there. Will you?”</p>

-----

Line 579 (ORIG): <p>“Oh, that’s fine,” replied Jerry Muskrat, who was now really proud of his big cousin. “I hope that now you see how great it is, you’ll stay and make your home here.”</p>

Line 579 (NEW):  <p>“Of course we will!” shouted Jerry Muskrat, Grandfather Frog, and Spotty the Turtle together.</p>

-----

Line 580 (ORIG): <p>Paddy the Beaver looked back at the large black shadow he recognized as the Green Forest. Far in the middle of it, he heard Hooty the Owl's hunting call. Then he gazed out over the Green Meadows, and from way on the far side, he heard Reddy Fox bark, which was replied to by Bowser the Hound's deep voice from Farmer Brown's dooryard. For some reason, that last sound made Paddy the Beaver shiver a bit, just like Hooty the Owl's voice made the smaller creatures of the Green Forest and the Green Meadows shudder when they heard it. Paddy wasn’t afraid of Hooty or Reddy Fox, but Bowser's booming voice was new to him, and for some reason, it frightened him. You see, the Green Meadows felt so strange and open that he didn't feel at home at all, as he truly loved the heart of the Green Forest.</p>

Line 580 (NEW):  <p>“Then I’ll stay,” said Paddy the Beaver, jumping into the Smiling Pool with a big splash.</p>

-----

Line 581 (ORIG): <p>“No,” said Paddy the Beaver, “I definitely can't live here in the Smiling Pool. It’s a nice pool, but it wouldn't work for me at all, Cousin Jerry. I wouldn’t feel safe here for even a minute. Plus, there’s nothing to eat around here.”</p>

Line 581 (NEW):  <p>And so one of Jerry Muskrat's greatest adventures ended with him finding his biggest cousin, Paddy the Beaver. Jerry has a lot of cousins, and one of them lives in the Green Meadows not far from the Smiling Pool. His name is Danny Meadow Mouse, and Danny is always having adventures too. He has them every day. In the next book, you'll get to hear about some of these if you want to read about them.</p>

-----

Line 582 (ORIG): <p>“Oh, yes, there is,” Jerry Muskrat interrupted. “There are lily roots and the best fresh-water clams and—”</p>

Line 582 (NEW):  <p><br/><br/><br/><br/></p>

-----

Line 583 (ORIG): <p>“But there are no trees,” said Paddy the Beaver, “and you know I need trees.”</p>

Line 583 (NEW):  <pre></pre><section class="pg-boilerplate pgheader" id="pg-footer" lang="en">

-----

Line 584 (ORIG): <p>Jerry stared at Paddy like he couldn't comprehend. “Do—do you eat trees?” he finally asked.</p>

Line 584 (NEW):  </section></body>

-----

Line 585 (ORIG): <p>Paddy laughed. “Just the bark,” he said, “and I need a lot of it.”</p>

Line 585 (NEW):  </html>

-----

Line 586 (ORIG): <p>Jerry looked just as disappointed as he felt. “Of course you can't stay then,” he said, “and—I thought we would have such a great time together.”</p>

Line 586 (NEW):  

-----

Line 587 (ORIG): <p>Paddy's eyes sparkled. “Maybe we will,” he said. “You see, I've almost decided to stick around the Laughing Brook in the Green Forest for a bit, and you can come visit me there. On our way down, I spotted a really nice hole in the bank that I think would make a great home for me for now, and you can come up to see me. But if I do stay, you, Grandfather Frog, and Spotty the Turtle have to keep it a secret. No one can know I'm there. Will you?”</p>

Line 587 (NEW):  

-----

Line 588 (ORIG): <p>“Of course we will!” shouted Jerry Muskrat, Grandfather Frog, and Spotty the Turtle together.</p>

Line 588 (NEW):  

-----

Line 589 (ORIG): <p>“Then I’ll stay,” said Paddy the Beaver, jumping into the Smiling Pool with a big splash.</p>

Line 589 (NEW):  

-----

Line 590 (ORIG): <p>And so one of Jerry Muskrat's greatest adventures ended with him finding his biggest cousin, Paddy the Beaver. Jerry has a lot of cousins, and one of them lives in the Green Meadows not far from the Smiling Pool. His name is Danny Meadow Mouse, and Danny is always having adventures too. He has them every day. In the next book, you'll get to hear about some of these if you want to read about them.</p>

Line 590 (NEW):  

-----

Line 591 (ORIG): <p><br/><br/><br/><br/></p>

Line 591 (NEW):  

-----

Line 592 (ORIG): <pre></pre><section class="pg-boilerplate pgheader" id="pg-footer" lang="en">

Line 592 (NEW):  

-----

Line 593 (ORIG): </section></body>

Line 593 (NEW):  

-----

Line 594 (ORIG): </html>

Line 594 (NEW):  

-----
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      CHAPTER I: Jerry Muskrat Has A Fright

    






      What was it Mother Muskrat had said about Farmer Brown's boy and his

      traps? Jerry Muskrat sat on the edge of the Big Rock and kicked his heels

      while he tried to remember. The fact is, Jerry had not half heeded. He had

      been thinking of other things. Besides, it seemed to him that Mother

      Muskrat was altogether foolish about a great many things.

    






      “Pooh!” said Jerry, throwing out his chest, “I guess I can take care of

      myself without being tied to my mother's apron strings! What if Farmer

      Brown's boy is setting traps around the Smiling Pool? I guess he can't

      fool your Uncle Jerry. He isn't so smart as he thinks he is; I can fool

      him any day.” Jerry chuckled. He was thinking of how he had once fooled

      Farmer Brown's boy into thinking a big trout was on his hook.

    






      Slowly Jerry slid into the Smiling Pool and swam over towards his favorite

      log. Peter Rabbit stuck his head over the edge of the bank. “Hi, Jerry,”

       he shouted, “last night I saw Farmer Brown's boy coming over this way with

      a lot of traps. Better watch out!”

     






      “Go chase yourself, Peter Rabbit. I guess I can look out for myself,”

       replied Jerry, just a little crossly.

    






      Peter made a wry face and started for the sweet clover patch. Hardly was

      he out of sight when Billy Mink and Bobby Coon came down the Laughing

      Brook together. They seemed very much excited. When they saw Jerry

      Muskrat, they beckoned for him to come over where they were, and when he

      got there, they both talked at once, and it was all about Farmer Brown's

      boy and his traps.

    






      “You'd better watch out, Jerry,” warned Billy Mink, who is a great

      traveler and has had wide experience.

    






      “Oh, I guess I'm able to take care of myself,” said Jerry airily, and once

      more started for his favorite log. And what do you suppose he was thinking

      about as he swam along? He was wishing that he knew what a trap looked

      like, for despite his boasting he didn't even know what he was to look out

      for. As he drew near his favorite log, something tickled his nose. He

      stopped swimming to sniff and sniff. My, how good it did smell! And it

      seemed to come right straight from the old log. Jerry began to swim as

      fast as he could. In a few minutes he scrambled out on the old log. Then

      Jerry rubbed his eyes three times to be sure that he saw aright. There

      were luscious pieces of carrot lying right in front of him.

    






      Now there is nothing that Jerry Muskrat likes better than carrot. So he

      didn't stop to wonder how it got there. He just reached out for the

      nearest piece and ate it. Then he reached for the next piece and ate it.

      Then he did a funny little dance just for joy. When he was quite out of

      breath, he sat down to rest. Snap! Something had Jerry Muskrat by the

      tail! Jerry squealed with fright and pain. Oh, how it did hurt! He twisted

      and turned, but he was held fast and could not see what had him. Then he

      pulled and pulled, until it seemed as if his tail would pull off. But it

      didn't. So he kept pulling, and pretty soon the thing let go so suddenly

      that Jerry tumbled head first into the water.

    






      When he reached home, Mother Muskrat did his sore tail up for him. “What

      did I tell you about traps?” she asked severely.

    






      Jerry stopped crying. “Was that a trap?” he asked. Then he remembered that

      in his fright he didn't even see it. “Oh, dear,” he moaned, “I wouldn't

      know one to-day if I met it.”

     








 



















      CHAPTER II: The Convention At The Big Rock

    






      Jolly round, red Mr. Sun looked down on the Smiling Pool. He almost forgot

      to keep on climbing up in the blue sky, he was so interested in what he

      saw there. What do you think it was? Why, it was a convention at the Big

      Rock, the queerest convention he ever had seen. Your papa would say that

      it was a mass-meeting of angry citizens. Maybe it was, but that is a

      pretty long term. Anyway, Mother Muskrat said it was a convention, and she

      ought to know, for she is the one who had called it.

    






      Of course Jerry Muskrat was there, and his uncles and aunts and all his

      cousins. Billy Mink was there, and all his relations, even old Grandfather

      Mink, who has lost most of his teeth and is a little hard of hearing.

    






      Little Joe Otter was there, with his father and mother and all his

      relations even to his third cousins. Bobby Coon was there, and he had

      brought with him every Coon of his acquaintance who ever fished in the

      Smiling Pool or along the Laughing Brook. And everybody was looking very

      solemn, very solemn indeed.

    






      When the last one had arrived, Mother Muskrat climbed up on the Big Rock

      and called Jerry Muskrat up beside her, where all could see him. Then she

      made a speech. “Friends of the Smiling Pool and Laughing Brook,” began

      Mrs. Muskrat, “I have called you together to show you what has happened to

      my son Jerry and to ask your advice.” She stopped and pointed to Jerry's

      sore tail. “What do you think did that?” she demanded.

    






      “Probably Jerry's been in a fight and got whipped,” said Bobby Coon to his

      neighbor, for Bobby Coon is a graceless young scamp and does not always

      show proper respect to his neighbors.

    






      Mrs. Muskrat glared at him, for she had overheard the remark. Then she

      held up one hand to command silence. “Friends, it was a trap—a trap

      set by Farmer Brown's boy! a trap to catch you and me and our children!”

       said she solemnly. “It is no longer safe for our little folks to play

      around the Smiling Pool or along the Laughing Brook. What are we going to

      do about it?”

     






      Everybody looked at everybody else in dismay. Then everybody began to talk

      at once, and if Farmer Brown's boy could have heard all the things said

      about him, his cheeks certainly would have burned. Indeed, I am afraid

      that they would have blistered. Such excitement! Everybody had a different

      idea, and nobody would listen to anybody else. Old Mr. Mink lost his

      temper and called Grandpa Otter a meddlesome know-nothing. It looked very

      much as if the convention was going to break up in a sad quarrel. Then Mr.

      Coon climbed up on the Big Rock and with a stick pounded for silence.

    






      “I move,” said he, “that in as much as we cannot agree, we tell

      Great-Grandfather Frog all about the danger and ask his advice, for he is

      very old and very wise and remembers when the world was young. All in

      favor please raise their right hands.”

     






      At once the air was full of hands, and everybody was good-natured once

      more. So it was agreed to call in Great-Grandfather Frog.

    








 



















      CHAPTER III: The Oracle Of The Smiling Pool

    






      Grandfather Frog sat on his big green lily-pad with his eyes half closed,

      for all the world as if he knew nothing about the meeting at the Big Rock.

      Of course he did know, for there isn't much going on around the Smiling

      Pool which he doesn't see or at least hear all about. The Merry Little

      Breezes, who are here, there, and everywhere, told him all that was going

      on, so that when he saw Jerry Muskrat and Little Joe Otter swimming

      towards him, he knew what they were coming for. But he pretended to be

      very much surprised when Jerry Muskrat very politely said: “Good morning,

      Grandfather Frog.”

     






      “Good morning, Jerry Muskrat. You're out early this morning,” replied

      Grandfather Frog.

    






      “If you please, you are wanted over at the Big Rock,” said Jerry.

    






      Grandfather Frog's eyes twinkled, but he made his voice very deep and

      gruff as he replied: “Chugarum! You're a scamp, Jerry Muskrat, and Little

      Joe Otter is another. What trick are you trying to play on me now?”

     






      Jerry Muskrat and Little Joe Otter looked a wee bit sheepish, for it was

      true that they were forever trying to play tricks on Grandfather Frog.

      “Really and truly, Grandfather Frog, there isn't any trick this time,”

       said Jerry. “There is a meeting at the Big Rock to try to decide what to

      do to keep Farmer Brown's boy from setting traps around the Smiling Pool

      and along the Laughing Brook, and everybody wants your advice, because you

      are so old and so wise. Please come.”

     






      Grandfather Frog smoothed down his white and yellow waistcoat and

      pretended to think the matter over very seriously, while Jerry and Little

      Joe fidgeted impatiently. Finally he spoke.

    






      “I am very old, as you have said, Jerry Muskrat, and it is a long way over

      to the Big Rock.”

     






      “Get right on my back and I'll take you over there,” said Jerry eagerly.

    






      “I'm afraid that you'll spill me off,” replied Grandfather Frog.

    






      “No, I won't; just try me and see,” begged Jerry.

    






      So Grandfather Frog climbed on Jerry Muskrat's back, and Jerry started for

      the Big Rock as fast as he could go. When all the Minks and the Otters and

      the Coons and the Muskrats saw them coming, they gave a great shout, for

      Grandfather Frog is sometimes called the oracle of the Smiling Pool. You

      know an oracle is one who is very wise.

    






      Bobby Coon helped Grandfather Frog up on the Big Rock, and when he had

      made himself comfortable, Mrs. Muskrat told him all about Farmer Brown's

      boy and his traps, and how Jerry had been caught in one by the tail, and

      she ended by asking for his advice, because they all knew that he was so

      wise.

    






      When she said this, Grandfather Frog puffed himself up until it seemed as

      if his white and yellow waistcoat would surely burst. He sat very still

      for a while and gazed straight at jolly, round, red Mr. Sun without

      blinking once. Then he spoke in a very deep voice.

    






      “To-morrow morning at sunrise I will tell you what to do,” said he. And

      not another word could they get out of him.

    








 



















      CHAPTER IV: Grandfather Frog's Plan

    






      Just as Old Mother West Wind and her Merry Little Breezes came down from

      the Purple Hills, and jolly, round, red Mr. Sun threw his nightcap off and

      began his daily climb up in the blue sky, Great-Grandfather Frog climbed

      up on the Big Rock in the Smiling Pool. Early as he was, all the little

      people who live along the Laughing Brook and around the Smiling Pool were

      waiting for him. Bobby Coon had found two traps set by Farmer Brown's boy,

      and Billy Mink had almost stepped in a third. No one felt safe any more,

      yet no one knew what to do. So they all waited for the advice of

      Great-Grandfather Frog, who, you know, is accounted very, very wise.

    






      Grandfather Frog cleared his throat. “Chugarum!” said he. “You must find

      all the traps that Farmer Brown's boy has set.”

     






      “How are we going to do it?” asked Bobby Coon.

    






      “By looking for them,” replied Grandfather Frog tartly.

    






      Bobby Coon looked foolish and slipped out of sight behind his mother.

    






      “All the Coons and all the Minks must search along the banks of the

      Laughing Brook, and all the Muskrats and all the Otters must search along

      the banks of the Smiling Pool. You must use your eyes and your noses. When

      you find things good to eat where you have never found them before, watch

      out! When you get the first whiff of the man-smell, watch out! Billy Mink,

      you are small and quick, and your eyes are sharp. You sit here on the Big

      Rock until you see Farmer Brown's boy coming. Then go hide in the

      bulrushes where you can watch him, but where he cannot see you. Follow him

      everywhere he goes around the Smiling Pool or along the Laughing Brook.

      Without knowing it, he will show you where every trap is hidden.

    






      “When all the traps have been found, drop a stick or a stone in each. That

      will spring them, and then they will be harmless. Then you can bury them

      deep in the mud. But don't eat any of the food until you have sprung all

      of the traps, for just as likely as not you will get caught. When all the

      traps have been sprung, why not bring all the good things to eat which you

      find around them to the Big Rock and have a grand feast?”

     






      “Hurrah for Grandfather Frog! That's a great idea!” shouted Little Joe

      Otter, turning a somersault in the water.

    






      Every one agreed with Little Joe Otter, and immediately they began to plan

      a grand hunt for the traps of Farmer Brown's boy. The Muskrats and the

      Otters started to search the banks of the Smiling Pool, and the Coons and

      the Minks, all but Billy, started for the Laughing Brook. Billy climbed up

      on the Big Rock to watch, and Grandfather Frog slowly swam back to his big

      green lily-pad to wait for some foolish green flies for his breakfast.

    








 



















      CHAPTER V: A Busy Day At The Smiling Pool

    






      Everybody was excited. Yes, Sir, everybody in the Smiling Pool and along

      the Laughing Brook was just bubbling over with excitement. Even Spotty the

      Turtle, who usually takes everything so calmly that some people think him

      stupid, climbed up on the highest point of an old log where he could see

      what was going on. Only Grandfather Frog, sitting on his big green

      lily-pad and watching for foolish green flies for his breakfast, appeared

      not to know that something unusual was going on. Really, he was just as

      much excited as the rest, but because he is very old and accounted very,

      very wise, it would not do for him to show it.

    






      What was it all about? Why, all the Minks and the Coons and the Otters and

      the Muskrats, who live and play around the Smiling Pool and the Laughing

      Brook, were hunting for traps. Yes, Sir, they were hunting for traps set

      by Farmer Brown's boy, just as Grandfather Frog had advised them to.

    






      Jerry Muskrat and Little Joe Otter were hunting together. They were

      swimming along close to shore just where the Laughing Brook leaves the

      Smiling Pool, when Jerry wrinkled up his funny little nose and stopped

      swimming. Sniff, sniff, sniff, went Jerry Muskrat. Then little cold

      shivers ran down his backbone and way out to the tip of his tail.

    






      “What is it?” asked Little Joe Otter.

    






      “It's the man-smell,” whispered Jerry.

    






      Just then Little Joe Otter gave a long sniff. “My, I smell fish!” he

      cried, his eyes sparkling, and started in the direction from which the

      smell came. He swam faster than Jerry, and in a minute he shouted in

      delight.

    






      “Hi, Jerry! Some one's left a fish on the edge of the bank: What a feast!”

     






      Jerry hurried as fast as he could swim, his eyes popping out with fright,

      for the nearer he got, the stronger grew that dreadful man-smell. “Don't

      touch it,” he panted. “Don't touch it, Joe Otter!”

     






      Little Joe laughed. “What's the matter, Jerry? 'Fraid I'll eat it all up

      before you get here?” he asked, as he reached out for the fish.

    






      “Stop!” shrieked Jerry, and gave Little Joe a push, just as the latter

      touched the fish.

    






      Snap! A pair of wicked steel jaws flew together and caught Little Joe

      Otter by a claw of one toe. If it hadn't been for Jerry's push, he would

      have been caught by a foot.

    






      “Oh! Oh! Oh!” cried Little Joe Otter.

    






      “Next time I guess you'll remember what Grandfather Frog said about

      watching out when you find things to eat where they never were before,”

       said Jerry, as he helped Little Joe pull himself free from the trap. But

      he left the claw behind and had a dreadfully sore toe as a result. Then

      they buried the trap deep down in the mud and started to look for another.

    






      All around the Smiling Pool and along the Laughing Brook their cousins and

      uncles and aunts and friends were just as busy, and every once in a while

      some one would have just as narrow an escape as Little Joe Otter. And all

      the time up at the farmhouse Farmer Brown's boy was planning what he would

      do with the skins of the little animals he was sure he would catch in his

      traps.

    








 



















      CHAPTER VI: Farmer Brown's Boy Is Puzzled

    






      Farmer Brown's boy was whistling merrily as he tramped down across the

      Green Meadows. The Merry Little Breezes saw him coming, and they raced

      over to the Smiling Pool to tell Billy Mink. Farmer Brown's boy was coming

      to visit his traps. He was very sure that he would find Billy Mink or

      Little Joe Otter, or Jerry Muskrat, or perhaps Bobby Coon.

    






      Billy Mink was sitting on top of the Big Rock. He saw the Merry Little

      Breezes racing across the Green Meadows, and behind them he saw Farmer

      Brown's boy. Billy Mink dived head first into the Smiling Pool. Then he

      swam over to Jerry Muskrat's house and warned Jerry. Together they hunted

      up Little Joe Otter, and then the three little scamps in brown hid in the

      bulrushes, where they could watch Farmer Brown's boy.

    






      The first place Farmer Brown's boy visited was Jerry Muskrat's old log.

      Very cautiously he peeped over the edge of the bank. The trap was gone!

    






      “Hurrah!” shouted Farmer Brown's boy. He was very much excited, as he

      caught hold of the end of the chain, which fastened it to the old log. He

      was sure that at last he had caught Jerry Muskrat. When he pulled the trap

      up, it was empty. Between the jaws were a few hairs and a little bit of

      skin, which Jerry Muskrat had left there when he sprung the trap with his

      tail.

    






      Farmer Brown's boy was disappointed. “Well, I'll get him to-morrow,

      anyway,” said he to himself. Then he went on to his next trap; it was

      nowhere to be seen. When he pulled the chain he was so excited that he

      trembled. The trap did not come up at once. He pulled and pulled, and then

      suddenly up it came, all covered with mud. In it was one little claw from

      Little Joe Otter. Very carefully Farmer Brown's boy set the trap again. If

      he could have looked over in the bulrushes and have seen Little Joe Otter

      and Billy Mink and Jerry Muskrat watching him and tickling and laughing,

      he would not have been so sure that next time he would catch Little Joe

      Otter.

    






      All around the Smiling Pool and then up and down the Laughing Brook Farmer

      Brown's boy tramped, and each trap he found sprung and buried in the mud.

      He had stopped whistling by this time, and there was a puzzled frown on

      his freckled face. What did it mean? Could some other boy have found all

      his traps and played a trick by springing all of them? The more he thought

      about it, the more puzzled he became. You see, he did not know anything

      about the busy day the Minks and the Otters and the Muskrats and the Coons

      had spent the day before.

    






      Old Grandfather Frog, sitting on his big green lily-pad, smoothed down his

      white and yellow waistcoat and winked up at jolly, round, red Mr. Sun as

      Farmer Brown's boy tramped off across the Green Meadows.

    






      “Chugarum!” said Grandfather Frog, as he snapped up a foolish green fly.

      “Much good it will do you to set those traps again!”

     






      Then Grandfather Frog called to Billy Mink and sent him to tell all the

      other little people of the Smiling Pool and the Laughing Brook that they

      must hurry and spring all the traps again as they had before.

    






      This time it was easy, because they knew just where the traps were, so all

      day long they dropped sticks and stones into the traps and once more

      sprung them. Then they prepared for a grand feast of the good things to

      eat which Farmer Brown's boy had left, scattered around the traps.

    








 



















      CHAPTER VII: Jerry Muskrat Makes A Discovery

    






      The beautiful springtime had brought a great deal of happiness to the

      Smiling Pool, as it had to the Green Meadows and to the Green Forest.

      Great-Grandfather Frog, who had slept the long winter away in his own

      special bed way down in the mud, had waked up with an appetite so great

      that for a while it seemed as if he could think of nothing but his

      stomach. Jerry Muskrat had felt the spring fever in his bones and had gone

      up and down the Laughing Brook, poking into all kinds of places just for

      the fun of seeing new things. Little Joe Otter had been more full of fun

      than ever, if that were possible. Mr. and Mrs. Redwing had come back to

      the bulrushes from their winter home way down in the warm Southland.

      Everybody was happy, just as happy as could be.

    






      One sunny morning Jerry Muskrat sat on the Big Rock in the middle of the

      Smiling Pool, just thinking of how happy everybody was and laughing at

      Little Joe Otter, who was cutting up all sorts of capers in the water.

      Suddenly Jerry's sharp eyes saw something that made him wrinkle his

      forehead in a puzzled frown and look and look at the opposite bank.

      Finally he called to Little Joe Otter.

    






      “Hi, Little Joe! Come over here!” shouted Jerry.

    






      “What for?” asked Little Joe, turning a somersault in the water.

    






      “I want you to see if there is anything wrong with my eyes,” replied

      Jerry.

    






      Little Joe Otter stopped swimming and stared up at Jerry Muskrat. “They

      look all right to me,” said he, as he started to climb up on the Big Rock.

    






      “Of course they look all right,” replied Jerry, “but what I want to know

      is if they see all right. Look over at that bank.”

     






      Little Joe Otter looked over at the bank. He stared and stared, but he

      didn't see anything unusual. It looked just as it always did. He told

      Jerry Muskrat so.

    






      “Then it must be my eyes,” sighed Jerry. “It certainly must be my eyes. It

      looks to me as if the water does not come as high up on the bank as it did

      yesterday.”

     






      Little Joe Otter looked again and his eyes opened wide. “You are right,

      Jerry Muskrat!” he cried. “There's nothing the matter with your eyes. The

      water is as low as it ever gets, even in the very middle of summer. What

      can it mean?”

     






      “I don't know,” replied Jerry Muskrat. “It is queer! It certainly is very

      queer! Let's go ask Grandfather Frog. You know he is very old and very

      wise, so perhaps he can tell us what it means.”

     






      Splash! Jerry Muskrat and Little Joe Otter dived into the Smiling Pool and

      started a race to see who could reach Grandfather Frog first. He was

      sitting among the bulrushes on the edge of the Smiling Pool, for the

      lily-pads were not yet big enough for him to sit on comfortably.

    






      “Oh, Grandfather Frog, what's the matter with the Smiling Pool?” they

      shouted, as they came up quite out of breath.

    






      “Chugarum! There's nothing the matter with the Smiling Pool; it's the best

      place in all the world,” replied Grandfather Frog gruffly.

    






      “But there is something the matter,” insisted Jerry Muskrat, and then he

      told what he had discovered.

    






      “I don't believe it,” said Grandfather Frog. “I never heard of such a

      thing in the springtime.”

     








 



















      CHAPTER VIII: Grandfather Frog Watches His Toes

    






      Grandfather Frog sat among the bulrushes on the edge of the Smiling Pool.

      Over his head Mr. Redwing was singing as if his heart would burst with the

      very joy of springtime.

    






 “Tra-la-la-lee, see me!  See me!

  Happy am I as I can be!

  Happy am I the whole day long

  And so I sing my gladsome song.”

 






      Of course Mr. Redwing was happy. Why shouldn't he be? Here it was the

      beautiful springtime, the gladdest time of all the year, the time when

      happiness creeps into everybody's heart. Grandfather Frog listened. He

      nodded his head. “Chugarum! I'm happy, too,” said Grandfather Frog. But

      even as he said it, a little worried look crept into his big goggly eyes

      and then down to the corners of his big mouth, which had been stretched in

      a smile. Little by little the smile grew smaller and smaller, until there

      wasn't any smile. No, Sir, there wasn't any smile. Instead of looking

      happy, as he said he felt, Grandfather Frog actually looked unhappy.

    






      The fact is he couldn't forget what Jerry Muskrat and Little Joe Otter had

      told him—that there was something the matter with the Smiling Pool.

      He didn't believe it, not a word of it. At least he tried to make himself

      think that he didn't believe it. They had said that the water in the

      Smiling Pool was growing lower and lower, just as it did in the middle of

      summer, in the very hottest weather. Now Grandfather Frog is very old and

      very wise, and he had never heard of such a thing happening in the

      springtime. So he wouldn't believe it now. And yet—and yet

      Grandfather Frog had an uncomfortable feeling that something was wrong.

      Ha! he knew now what it was! He had been sitting up to his middle in

      water, and now he was sitting with only his toes in the water, and he

      couldn't remember having changed his position!

    






      “Of course, I moved without thinking what I was doing,” muttered

      Grandfather Frog, but still the worried look didn't leave his face. You

      see he just couldn't make himself believe what he wanted to believe, try

      as he would.

    






      “Chugarum! I know what I'll do; I'll watch my toes!” exclaimed Grandfather

      Frog.

    






      So Grandfather Frog waded out into the water until it covered his feet,

      and then he sat down and began to watch his toes. Mr. Redwing looked down

      and saw him, and Grandfather Frog looked so funny gazing at his own toes

      that Mr. Redwing stopped singing long enough to ask: “What are you doing,

      Grandfather Frog?”

     






      “Watching my toes,” replied Grandfather Frog gruffly.

    






      “Watching your toes! Ho, ho, ho! Watching your toes! Who ever heard of

      such a thing? Are you afraid that they will run away, Grandfather Frog?”

       shouted Mr. Redwing.

    






      Grandfather Frog didn't answer. He kept right on watching his toes. Mr.

      Redwing flew away to tell everybody he met how Grandfather Frog had become

      foolish and was watching his toes. The sun shone down warm and bright, and

      pretty soon Grandfather Frog's big goggly eyes began to blink. Then his

      head began to nod, and then—why, then Grandfather Frog fell fast

      asleep.

    






      By and by Grandfather Frog awoke with a start. He looked down at his toes.

      They were not in the water at all! Indeed, the water was a good long jump

      away.

    






      “Chugarum! There is something wrong with the Smiling Pool!” cried

      Grandfather Frog, as he made a long jump into the water and started to

      swim out to the Big Rock.

    








 



















      CHAPTER IX: The Laughing Brook Stops Laughing

    






      There was something wrong. Grandfather Frog knew it the very minute he got

      up that morning. At first he couldn't think what it was. He sat with just

      his head out of water and blinked his great goggly eyes, as he tried to

      think what it was that was wrong. Suddenly Grandfather Frog realized how

      still it was. It was a different kind of stillness from anything he could

      ever remember. He missed something, and he couldn't think what it was. It

      wasn't the song of Mr. Redwing. There were many times when he didn't hear

      that. It was—Grand-father Frog gave a startled jump out on to the

      shore. “Chugarum! It's the Laughing Brook! The Laughing Brook has stopped

      laughing!” cried Grandfather Frog.

    






      Could it be? Who ever heard of such a thing, excepting when Jack Frost

      bound the Laughing Brook with hard black ice? Why, in the spring and in

      the summer and in the fall the Laughing Brook had laughed—such a

      merry, happy laugh—ever since Grandfather Frog could remember, and

      you know he can remember way back in the long ago, for he is very old and

      very wise. Never once in all that time had the Laughing Brook failed to

      laugh. It couldn't be true now! Grandfather Frog put a hand behind one ear

      and listened and listened, but not a sound could he hear.

    






      “Chugarum! It must be me,” said Grandfather Frog. “It must be that I am

      growing old and deaf. I'll go over and ask Jerry Muskrat.”

     






      So Grandfather Frog dove into the water and swam out to the middle of the

      Smiling Pool, on his way to Jerry Muskrat's house. It was then that he

      first fully realized the truth of what Jerry Muskrat and Little Joe Otter

      had told him the day before—that there was something very, very

      wrong with the Smiling Pool. He stopped swimming to look around, and it

      seemed as if his great goggly eyes would pop right out of his head. Yes,

      Sir, it seemed as if those great goggly eyes certainly would pop right out

      of Grandfather Frog's head. The Smiling Pool had grown so small that there

      wasn't enough of it left to smile!

    






      “Where are you going, Grandfather Frog?” asked a voice over his head.

    






      Grandfather Frog looked up. Looking down on him from over the edge of the

      Big Rock was Jerry Muskrat. The edge of the Big Rock was twice as high

      above the water as Grandfather Frog had ever seen it before.

    






      “I—I—was going to swim over to your house to see you,” replied

      Grandfather Frog.

    






      “It's of no use,” replied Jerry, “because I'm not there. Besides, you

      couldn't swim there, anyway.”

     






      “Why not?” demanded Grandfather Frog in great surprise.

    






      “Because it isn't in the water any longer; it's way up on dry land,” said

      Jerry Muskrat in the most mournful voice.

    






      “What's that you say?” cried Grandfather Frog, as if he couldn't believe

      his own ears.

    






      “It's just as true as that I'm sitting here,” replied Jerry sadly.

    






      “Listen, Jerry Muskrat, and tell me truly; is the Laughing Brook

      laughing?” cried Grandfather Frog sharply.

    






      “No,” replied Jerry, “the Laughing Brook has stopped laughing, and the

      Smiling Pool has stopped smiling, and I think the world is upside down.”

     








 



















      CHAPTER X: Why The World Seemed Upside Down To Jerry Muskrat

    






      Jerry Muskrat sat on the Big Rock in the Smiling Pool, which smiled no

      longer, and held his head in both hands, for his head ached. He had

      thought and thought and thought, until it seemed to him that his head

      would split; and with all his thinking, he didn't understand things any

      more now than he had in the beginning. You see, Jerry Muskrat's little

      world was topsy-turvy. Yes, Sir, Jerry's world was upside down! Anyway, it

      seemed so to him, and he couldn't understand it at all.

    






      The Smiling Pool, the Laughing Brook, and the Green Meadows are Jerry

      Muskrat's little world. Now, as he sat on the Big Rock and looked about

      him, the Green Meadows were as lovely as ever. He could see no change in

      them. But the Laughing Brook had stopped laughing, and the Smiling Pool

      had stopped smiling. The truth is there wasn't enough of the Laughing

      Brook left to laugh, and there wasn't enough of the Smiling Pool left to

      smile.

    






      It was dreadful! Jerry looked over to his house, of which he had once been

      so proud. He had built it with the doorway under water. He had felt

      perfectly safe there, because no one excepting Billy Mink or Little Joe

      Otter, who can swim under water, could reach him. Now the Smiling Pool had

      grown so small that Jerry's house wasn't in the water at all. Anybody who

      wanted to could get into it. There was the doorway plainly to be seen.

      Worse still, there was the secret entrance to the long tunnel leading to

      his castle under the roots of the Big Hickory-tree. That had been Jerry's

      most secret secret, and now there it was for all the world to see. And

      there were all the wonderful caves and holes and hiding-places under the

      bank which had been known only to Jerry Muskrat and Billy Mink and Little

      Joe Otter, because the openings had always been under water. Now anybody

      could find them, for they were plainly to be seen. And where had always

      been smiling, dimpling water, Jerry saw only mud. It was mud, mud, mud

      everywhere! The bulrushes, which had always grown with their feet in the

      water, now had them only in mud, and that was fast drying up. The

      lily-pads lay half curled up at the ends of their long stems, stretched

      out on the mud, and looked very, very sick. Jerry turned towards the

      Laughing Brook. There was just a little, teeny, weeny stream of water

      trickling down the middle of it, with here and there a tiny pool in which

      frightened trout and minnows were crowded. All the secrets of the Laughing

      Brook were exposed, just as were the secrets of the Smiling Pool. Jerry

      knew that if he wanted to find Billy Mink's hiding-places, all he need do

      would be to walk up the Laughing Brook and look.

    






      “Yes, Sir, the world has turned upside down,” said Jerry in a mournful

      voice.

    






      “I believe it has,” replied Grandfather Frog, looking up from the little

      pool of water left at the foot of the Big Rock.

    






      “I know it has!” cried Jerry. “I wonder if it will ever turn upside up

      again.”

     






      “If it doesn't, what are you going to do?” asked Grandfather Frog.

    






      “I don't know,” replied Jerry Muskrat. “Here come Little Joe Otter and

      Billy Mink; let's find out what they are going to do.”

     








 



















      CHAPTER XI: Five Heads Together

    






      Something had to be done. Jerry Muskrat said so. Grandfather Frog said so.

      Billy Mink said so. Little Joe Otter said so. Even Spotty the Turtle said

      so. The Laughing Brook couldn't laugh, and the Smiling Pool couldn't

      smile. You see, there wasn't water enough in either of them to laugh or

      smile, and nobody knew if there ever would be again. Nobody had ever known

      anything like it before, and so nobody knew what to think or do. And yet

      they all felt that something must be done.

    






      “What do you think, Billy Mink?” asked Grandfather Frog.

    






      Billy Mink looked down from the top of the Big Rock into the little pool

      of water that was all there was left of the Smiling Pool. He could see a

      dozen fat trout in it, and he knew that he could catch them just as easily

      as not, because there was no place for them to swim away from him. But

      somehow he didn't want to catch them. He knew that they were frightened

      almost to death already by the running away of nearly all the water from

      the Laughing Brook and the Smiling Pool, and somehow he felt sorry for

      them.

    






      “I think that the best thing we can do is to move down to the Big River.

      I've been down there, and that's all right,” said Billy Mink.

    






      “That's what I think,” said Little Joe Otter. “There's no danger that the

      Big River will go dry.”

     






      “How do you know?” asked Jerry Muskrat. “The Laughing Brook and the

      Smiling Pool never went dry before.”

     






      “It's a long, long way down to the Big River,” broke in Spotty the Turtle,

      who travels very, very slowly and carries his house with him.

    






      “Chugarum! I, for one, don't want to leave the Smiling Pool without

      finding out what the trouble is.

    






 “There's nothing happens, as you know,

  But has a cause to make it so.








      “Now there must be some cause, some reason, for this terrible trouble with

      the Smiling Pool, and if we can find that out, perhaps we shall know

      better what to do,” said Grandfather Frog.

    






      Jerry Muskrat nodded his head. “Grandfather Frog is right,” said he. “Of

      course there must be a cause, but where are we to look for it? I've been

      all over the Smiling Pool, and I'm sure it isn't there.”

     






      Grandfather Frog actually smiled. “Chugarum!” said he. “Of course the

      cause of all the trouble isn't in the Smiling Pool. Any one would know

      that!”

     






      “Well, if you know so much, tell us where it is then!” snapped Jerry

      Muskrat.

    






      “In the Laughing Brook, of course,” replied Grandfather Frog.

    






      “No such thing!” said Billy Mink. “I've been all the way down the Laughing

      Brook to the Big River, and I didn't find a thing.”

     






      “Have you been all the way up the Laughing Brook to the place it starts

      from?” asked Grandfather Frog.

    






      “No-o,” replied Billy Mink.

    






      “Well, that's where the cause of all the trouble is,” said Grandfather

      Frog, just as if he knew all about it. “It's the water that comes down the

      Laughing Brook that makes the Smiling Pool, and the Smiling Pool never

      could dry up if the Laughing Brook didn't first stop running.”

     






      “That's so! I never had thought of that,” cried Little Joe Otter. “I tell

      you what, Billy Mink and I will go way up the Laughing Brook and see what

      we can find.”

     






      “Chugarum! Let us all go,” said Grandfather Frog.

    






      Then the five put their heads together and decided that they would go up

      the Laughing Brook to hunt for the trouble.

    








 



















      CHAPTER XII: A Hunt For Trouble

    






      Ol' Mistah Buzzard, sailing high in the blue, blue sky, looked down on a

      funny sight. Yes, Sir, it certainly was a funny sight. It was a little

      procession of five of his friends of the Smiling Pool. First was Billy

      Mink, who, because he is slim and nimble, moves so quickly it sometimes is

      hard to follow him. Behind him was Little Joe Otter, whose legs are so

      short that he almost looks as if he hadn't any. Behind Little Joe was

      Jerry Muskrat, who is a better traveler in the water than on land. Behind

      Jerry was Grandfather Frog, who neither walks nor runs but travels with

      great jumps. Last of all was Spotty the Turtle, who travels very, very

      slowly because, you know, he carries his house with him. And all five were

      headed up the Laughing Brook, which laughed no more, because there was not

      water enough in it.

    






      Now Ol' Mistah Buzzard hadn't been over near the Smiling Pool for some

      time, and he hadn't heard how the Smiling Pool had stopped smiling, and

      the Laughing Brook had stopped laughing. When he looked down and saw how

      the water was so nearly gone from them that the trout and the minnows had

      hardly enough in which to live, he was so surprised that he kept saying

      over and over to himself:

    






      “Fo' the lan's sake! Fo' the lan's sake!”

     






      Then, when he saw his five little friends marching up the Laughing Brook,

      he guessed right away that it must be something to do with the trouble in

      the Smiling Pool. Ol' Mistah Buzzard just turned his broad wings and slid

      down, down out of the blue, blue sky until he was right over Grandfather

      Frog.

    






      “Where are yo'alls going?” asked Ol' Mistah Buzzard.

    






      “Chugarum! To find out what is the trouble with the Laughing Brook,”

       replied Grandfather Frog.

    






      “I'll help you,” said Ol' Mistah Buzzard, once more sailing up in the

      blue, blue sky.

    






      Grandfather Frog watched him until he was nothing but a speck. “I wish I

      had wings,” sighed Grandfather Frog, and once more began to hop along up

      the bed of the Laughing Brook.

    






      The Laughing Brook came down from the Green Forest and wound through the

      Green Meadows for a little way before it reached the Smiling Pool. There

      the sun shone down into it, and Grandfather Frog didn't mind, although his

      legs were getting tired. But when they got into the Green Forest it was

      dark and gloomy. At least Grandfather Frog thought so, and so did Spotty

      the Turtle, for both dearly love the sunshine. But still they kept on, for

      they felt that they must find the trouble with the Laughing Brook. If they

      found this, they would also find the trouble with the Smiling Pool.

    






      So Billy Mink jumped and skipped far ahead; Little Joe Otter ran; Jerry

      Muskrat walked, for he soon gets tired on land; Grandfather Frog hopped;

      Spotty the Turtle crawled, and way, way up in the blue, blue sky, OF

      Mistah Buzzard flew, all looking for the trouble which had stopped the

      laughing of the Laughing Brook and the smiling of the Smiling Pool.

    








 



















      CHAPTER XIII: Ol' Mistah Buzzard Sees Something

    






      “Wait for me!” cried Little Joe Otter to Billy Mink, but Billy Mink was in

      too much of a hurry and just ran faster.

    






      “Wait for me!” cried Jerry Muskrat to Little Joe Otter, but Little Joe was

      in too much of a hurry and just ran faster.

    






      “Wait for me!” cried Grandfather Frog to Jerry Muskrat, but Jerry was in

      too much of a hurry and just walked faster.

    






      “Wait for me!” cried Spotty the Turtle to Grandfather Frog, but

      Grandfather Frog was in too much of a hurry and just jumped faster.

    






      So running and walking and jumping and crawling, Billy Mink, Little Joe

      Otter, Jerry Muskrat, Grandfather Frog, and Spotty the Turtle hurried up

      the Laughing Brook to try to find out why it laughed no more. And high

      overhead in the blue, blue sky sailed Ol' Mistah Buzzard, and he also was

      looking for the trouble that had taken away the laugh from the Laughing

      Brook and the smile from the Smiling Pool.

    






      Now Ol' Mistah Buzzard's eyes are very sharp, and looking down from way up

      in the blue, blue sky he can see a great deal. Indeed, Ol' Mistah Buzzard

      can see all that is going on below on the Green Meadows and in the Green

      Forest. His wings are very broad, and he can sail through the air very

      swiftly when he makes up his mind to. Now, as he looked down, he saw that

      Billy Mink was selfish and wouldn't wait for Little Joe Otter, and Little

      Joe Otter was selfish and wouldn't wait for Jerry Muskrat, and Jerry

      Muskrat was selfish and wouldn't wait for Grandfather Frog, and

      Grandfather Frog was selfish and wouldn't wait for Spotty the Turtle.

    






      “Ah reckon Ah will hurry up right smart and find out what the trouble is

      mahself, and then go back and tell Brer Turtle; it will save him a

      powerful lot of work, and it will serve Brer Mink right if Brer Turtle

      finds out first what is the trouble with the Laughing Brook,” said Ol'

      Mistah Buzzard and shot far ahead over the Green Forest towards that part

      of it from which the Laughing Brook comes. In a few minutes he was as far

      ahead of Billy Mink as Billy was ahead of Spotty the Turtle.

    






 For wings are swifter far than legs,

  On whatsoever purpose bent,

But doubly swift and tireless  Those wings on kindly deed intent.








      And this is how it happened that Ol' Mistah Buzzard was the first to find

      out what it was that had stopped the laughing of the Laughing Brook and

      the smiling of the Smiling Pool, but he was so surprised when he did find

      out, that he forgot all about going back to tell Spotty the Turtle. He

      forgot everything but his own great surprise, and he blinked his eyes a

      great many times to make sure that he wasn't dreaming. Then he sailed

      around and around in circles, looking down among the trees of the Green

      Forest and saying over and over to himself:

    






      “Did yo' ever? No, Ah never! Did yo' ever? No, Ah never!”

     








 



















      CHAPTER XIV: Spotty The Turtle Keeps Right On Going

    






 “One step, two steps, three steps, so!

  Four steps, five steps, six steps go!

  Keep right on and do your best;

  Mayhap you'll win while others rest.”

 






      Spotty the Turtle said this over to himself every time he felt a little

      down-hearted, as he plodded along the bed of the Laughing Brook. And every

      time he said it, he felt better. “One step, two steps,” he kept saying

      over and over, and each time he said it, he took a step and then another.

      They were very short steps, very short steps indeed, for Spotty's legs are

      very short. But each one carried him forward just so much, and he knew

      that he was just so much nearer the thing he was seeking. Anyway, he hoped

      he was.

    






      You see, if the Laughing Brook would never laugh any more, and the Smiling

      Pool would never smile any more, there was nothing to do but to go down to

      the Big River to live, and no one wanted to do that, especially

      Grandfather Frog and Spotty the Turtle.

    






      Now, because Billy Mink could go faster than Little Joe Otter, and Little

      Joe Otter could go faster than Jerry Muskrat, and Jerry could go faster

      than Grandfather Frog, and Grandfather Frog could go faster than Spotty

      the Turtle, and because each one wanted to be the first to find the

      trouble, no one would wait for the one behind him. So Spotty the Turtle,

      who has to carry his house with him, was a long, long way behind the

      others. But he kept right on going.

    






 “One step, two steps, three steps, so!”

 






      and he didn't stop for anything. He crawled over sticks and around big

      stones and sometimes, when he found a little pool of water, he swam. He

      always felt better then, because he can swim faster than he can walk.

    






      After a long, long time, Spotty the Turtle came to a little pool where the

      sunshine lay warm and inviting. There, in the middle of it, on a mossy

      stone, sat Grandfather Frog fast asleep. He had thought that he was so far

      ahead of Spotty that he could safely rest his tired legs. Spotty wanted to

      climb right up beside him and take a nap too, but he didn't. He just

      grinned and kept right on going.

    






 “One step, two steps, three steps, so!”

 






      while Grandfather Frog slept on.

    






      By and by, after a long, long time Spotty came to another little pool, and

      who should he see but Jerry Muskrat busily opening and eating some

      freshwater clams which he had found there. He was so busy enjoying himself

      that he didn't see Spotty, and Spotty didn't say a word, but kept right on

      going, although the sight of Jerry's feast had made him dreadfully hungry.

    






      By and by, after a long, long time, he came to a third little pool with a

      high, smooth bank, and who should he see there but Little Joe Otter, who

      had made a slippery slide down the smooth bank and was having a glorious

      time sliding down into the little pool. Spotty would have liked to take

      just one slide, but he didn't. He didn't even let Little Joe Otter see

      him, but kept right on going.

    






 “One step, two steps, three steps, so!”

 






      By and by, after a long, long time, he came to a hollow log, and just

      happening to peep in, he saw some one curled up fast asleep. Who was it?

      Why, Billy Mink, to be sure! You see, Billy thought that he was so far

      ahead that he might just as well take it easy, and that was what he was

      doing. Spotty the Turtle didn't waken him. He just kept right on going the

      same slow way he had come all day, and so, just as jolly, round, red Mr.

      Sun was going to bed behind the Purple Hills, Spotty the Turtle found the

      cause of the trouble in the Laughing Brook and the Smiling Pool.

    








 



















      CHAPTER XV: What Spotty The Turtle Found

    






      Spotty the Turtle stared and stared and stared, until it seemed as if his

      eyes surely would pop out of his funny little head. Of course he could

      believe his own eyes, and yet—and yet—well, if anybody else

      had seen what he was looking at and had told him about it, he wouldn't

      have believed it. No, Sir, he wouldn't have believed it. You see, he

      couldn't have believed it because—why, because it didn't seem as if

      it could be really and truly so.

    






      He wondered if the sun shining in his eyes made him think he saw more than

      he really did see, so he carefully changed his position. It made no

      difference. Then Spotty was sure that what he saw was real, and that he

      had found the cause of the trouble in the Laughing Brook, which had made

      it stop laughing and the Smiling Pool stop smiling.

    






      Spotty the Turtle was feeling pretty good. In fact, Spotty was feeling

      very good indeed, because he had been the first to find out what was the

      matter with the Laughing Brook. At least, he thought that he was the

      first, and he was of all the little people who live in the Smiling Pool.

      Only Ol' Mistah Buzzard had been before him, and he didn't count because

      his wings are broad, and all he had to do was to sail over the Green

      Forest and look down. The ones who really counted were Billy Mink and

      Little Joe Otter and Jerry Muskrat and Grandfather Frog. Billy Mink had

      stopped for a nap. Little Joe Otter had stopped to play. Jerry Muskrat had

      stopped to eat. Grandfather Frog had stopped for a sun-nap. But Spotty the

      Turtle had kept right on going, and now here he was, the first one to find

      the cause of the trouble in the Laughing Brook. Do you wonder that he felt

      proud and very happy?

    






 Keeping at it, that's the way

 Spotty won the race that day.








      But now Spotty was beginning to wish that some of the others would hurry

      up. He wanted to know what they thought. He wanted to talk it all over. It

      was such a surprising thing that he could make neither head nor tail of it

      himself, and he wondered what the others would say. And now the long black

      shadows were creeping through the Green Forest, and if they didn't get

      there pretty soon, they would have to wait until the next day.

    






      So Spotty the Turtle found a good place to spend the night, and then he

      sat down to watch and wait. Right before him was the thing which he had

      found and which puzzled him so. What was it? Why, it was a wall. Yes, Sir,

      that is just what it was—a wall of logs and sticks and mud, and it

      was right across the Laughing Brook, where the banks were steep and

      narrow. Of course the Laughing Brook could laugh no longer; there couldn't

      enough water get through that wall of logs and sticks and mud to make even

      the beginning of a laugh. Spotty wondered what lay behind that wall, and

      who had built it, and what for, and a lot of other things. And he was

      still wondering when he fell asleep.

    








 



















      CHAPTER XVI: The Pond In The Green Forest

    






      SPOTTY THE TURTLE was awake by the time the first rays of the rising sun

      began to creep through the Green Forest. He was far, far up the Laughing

      Brook, very much farther than he had ever been before, and as he yawned

      and stretched, he wondered if after all he hadn't dreamed about the wall

      of logs and sticks and mud across the Laughing Brook. When he had rubbed

      the last sleepy-wink out of his eyes, he looked again. There it was, just

      as he had seen it the night before! Then Spotty knew that it was real, and

      he began to wonder what was on the other side of it.

    






      “I cannot climb it, for my legs were never made for climbing,” said Spotty

      mournfully as he looked at his funny little black feet. “Oh, dear, I wish

      that I could climb like Happy Jack Squirrel!” Just then a thought popped

      into his head and chased away the little frown that had crept into

      Spotty's face. “Perhaps Happy Jack sometimes wishes that he could swim as

      I can, so I guess we are even. I can't climb, but he can't swim. How

      foolish it is to wish for things never meant for you!”

     






      And with that, all the discontent left Spotty the Turtle, and he began to

      study how he could make the most of his short legs and his perseverance,

      of which, as you already know, he had a great deal. He looked this way,

      and he looked that way, and he saw that if he could climb to the top of

      the bank on one side of the Laughing Brook, he would be able to walk right

      out on the strange wall of logs and sticks and mud, and then, of course,

      he could see just what was on the other side.

    






      So Spotty the Turtle wasted no more time wishing that he could do

      something it was never meant that he should do. Instead, he picked out

      what looked like the easiest place to climb the bank and started up. My,

      my, my, it was hard work! You see, he had to carry his house along with

      him, for he has to carry that wherever he goes, and it would have been

      hard enough to have climbed that bank without carrying anything. Every

      time he had climbed up three steps he slipped back two steps, but he kept

      at it, puffing and blowing, saying over and over to himself:

    






 “I can if I will, and will if I can!

  I'm sure to get there if I follow this plan.”

 






      Half-way up the bank Spotty lost his balance, and the house he was

      carrying just tipped him right over backward, and down he rolled to the

      place he had started from.

    






      “I needed to cool off,” said Spotty to himself and slid into a little pool

      of water. Then he tried the bank again, and just as before he slipped back

      two steps for every three he went up. But he shut his mouth tight and kept

      at it, and by and by he was up to the place from which he had tumbled.

      There he stopped to get his breath.

    






 “I can if I will, and will if I can!

  I'm sure to get there if I follow this plan,”

 






      said he and started on again. Twice more he tumbled clear down to the

      place he had started from, but each time he laughed at himself and tried

      again. And at last he reached the top of the bank.

    






      “I said I could if I would, and I would if I could, and I have!” he cried.

    






      Then he hurried to see what was behind the strange wall. What do you think

      it was? Why, a pond! Yes, Sir, there was a pond right in the middle of the

      Green Forest! Trees were coming up right out of the middle of it, but it

      was a sure enough pond. Spotty found it harder work to believe his own

      eyes now than when he had first seen the strange wall across the Laughing

      Brook.

    






      “Why, why, why, what does it mean?” exclaimed Spotty the Turtle.

    






      “That's what I want to know!” cried Billy Mink, who came hurrying up just

      then.

    








 



















      CHAPTER XVII: Who Had Made The Strange Pond?

    






      Who had made the strange pond? That is what Spotty the Turtle wanted to

      know. That is what Billy Mink wanted to know. So did Little Joe Otter and

      Jerry Muskrat and Grandfather Frog, when they arrived. So did Ol' Mistah

      Buzzard, looking down from the blue, blue sky. It was very strange, very

      strange indeed! Never had there been a pond in that part of the Green

      Forest before, not even in the days when Sister South Wind melted the snow

      so fast that the Laughing Brook ran over its banks and the Smiling Pool

      grew twice as large as it ought to be.

    






      Of course some one had made it. Spotty the Turtle had known that as soon

      as he had seen the strange pond. All in a flash he had understood what

      that wall of logs and brush and mud across the Laughing Brook was for. It

      was to stop the water from running down the Laughing Brook. And of course,

      if the water couldn't keep on running and laughing on its way to the

      Smiling Pool, it would just stand still and grow and grow into a pond. Of

      course! There was nothing else for it to do. Spotty felt very proud when

      he had thought that out all by himself.

    






      “This wall we are sitting on has made the pond,” said Spotty the Turtle,

      after a long time in which no one had spoken.

    






      “You don't say so!” said Billy Mink. “How ever, ever, did you guess it?

      Are you sure, quite sure that the pond didn't make the wall?”

     






      Spotty knew that Billy Mink was making fun of him, but he is too

      good-natured to lose his temper over a little thing like that. He tried to

      think of something smart to say in reply, but Spotty is a slow thinker as

      well as a slow walker, and before he could think of anything, Billy was

      talking once more.

    






      “This wall is what Farmer Brown's boy calls a dam,” said Billy Mink, who

      is a great traveler. “Dams are usually built to keep water from running

      where it isn't wanted or to make it go where it is wanted. Now, what I

      want to know is, who under the sun wants a pond way back here in the Green

      Forest, and what is it for? Who do you think built this dam, Grandfather

      Frog?”

     






      Grandfather Frog shook his head. His big goggly eyes seemed more goggly

      than ever, as he stared at the new pond in the Green Forest.

    






      “I don't know,” said Grandfather Frog. “I don't know what to think.”

     






      “Why, it must be Farmer Brown's boy or Farmer Brown himself,” said Jerry

      Muskrat.

    






      “Of course,” said Little Joe Otter, just as if he knew all about it.

    






      Still Grandfather Frog shook his head, as if he didn't agree. “I don't

      know,” said Grandfather Frog, “I don't know. It doesn't look so to me.”

     






      Billy Mink ran along the top of the dam and down the back side. He looked

      it all over with those sharp little eyes of his.

    






      “Grandfather Frog is right,” said he, when he came back. “It doesn't look

      like the work of Farmer Brown or Farmer Brown's boy. But if they didn't do

      it, who did? Who could have done it?”

     






      “I don't know,” said Grandfather Frog again, in a dreamy sort of voice.

    






      Spotty the Turtle looked at him, and saw that Grandfather Frog's face wore

      the far-away look that it always does when he tells a story of the days

      when the world was young. “I don't know,” he repeated, “but it looks to me

      very much like the work of—” Grandfather Frog stopped short off and

      turned to Jerry Muskrat. “Jerry Muskrat,” said he, so sharply that Jerry

      nearly lost his balance in his surprise, “has your big cousin come down

      from the North?”

     








 



















      CHAPTER XVIII: Jerry Muskrat's Big Cousin

    






 Fiddle, faddle, feedle, fuddle!

 Was there ever such a muddle?

 Fuddle, feedle, faddle, fiddle!

 Who is there will solve the riddle?








      Here was the Laughing Brook laughing no longer. Here was the Smiling Pool

      smiling no longer. Here was a brand new pond deep in the Green Forest.

      Here was a wall of logs and bushes and mud called a dam, built by some one

      whom nobody had seen. And here was Grandfather Frog asking Jerry Muskrat

      if his big cousin had come down from the North, when Jerry didn't even

      know that he had a big cousin.

    






      “I—I haven't any big cousin,” said Jerry, when he had quite

      recovered from his surprise at Grandfather Frog's question.

    






      “Chugarum!” exclaimed Grandfather Frog, and the scornful way in which he

      said it made Jerry Muskrat feel very small. “Chugarum! Of course you've

      got a big cousin in the North. Do you mean to tell me that you don't know

      that, Jerry Muskrat?”

     






      Jerry had to admit that it was true that he didn't know anything about

      that big cousin. If Grandfather Frog said that he had one, it must be so,

      for Grandfather Frog is very old and very wise, and he knows a great deal.

      Still, it was very hard for Jerry to believe that he had a big cousin of

      whom he had never heard.

    






      “Did—did you ever see him, Grandfather Frog?” Jerry asked.

    






      “No!” snapped Grandfather Frog. “I never did, but I know all about him. He

      is a great worker, is this big cousin of yours, and he builds dams like

      this one we are sitting on.”

     






      “I don't believe it!” cried Billy Mink. “I don't believe any cousin of

      Jerry Muskrat's ever built such a dam as this. Why, just look at that

      great tree trunk at the bottom! No one but Farmer Brown or Farmer Brown's

      boy could ever have dragged that there. You're crazy, Grandfather Frog,

      just plain crazy.” Billy Mink sometimes is very disrespectful to

      Grandfather Frog.

    






      “Chugarum!” replied Grandfather Frog. “I'm pretty old, but I'm not too old

      to learn as some folks seem to be,” and he looked very hard at Billy Mink.

      “Did I say that that tree trunk was dragged here?”

     






      “No,” replied Billy Mink, “but if it wasn't dragged here, how did it get

      here? You are so smart, Grandfather Frog, tell me that!”

     






      Grandfather Frog blinked his great goggly eyes at Billy Mink as he said,

      just as if he was very, very sorry for Billy, “Your eyes are very bright

      and very sharp, Billy Mink, and it is a great pity that you have never

      learned how to use them. That tree wasn't dragged here; it was cut so that

      it fell right where it lies.” As he spoke, Grandfather Frog pointed to the

      stump of the tree, and Billy Mink saw that he was right.

    






      But Billy Mink is like a great many other people; he dearly loves to have

      the last word. Now he suddenly began to laugh.

    






      “Ha, ha, ha! Ho, ho, ho!” laughed Billy Mink. “Ho, ho, ho! Ha, ha, ha!”

     






      “What is it that is so funny?” snapped Grandfather Frog, for nothing makes

      him so angry as to be laughed at.

    






      “Do you mean to say that anybody but Farmer Brown or Farmer Brown's boy

      could have cut down such a big tree as that?” asked Billy. “Why, that

      would be as hard as to drag the tree here.”

     






      “Jerry Muskrat's big cousin from the North could do it, and I believe he

      did,” replied Grandfather Frog. “Now that we have found the cause of the

      trouble in the Laughing Brook and the Smiling Pool, what are we going to

      do about it?”

     








 



















      CHAPTER XIX: Jerry Muskrat Has A Busy Day

    






      There was the strange pond in the Green Forest, and there was the dam of

      logs and sticks and mud which had made the strange pond, but look as they

      would, Billy Mink and Little Joe Otter and Jerry Muskrat and Grandfather

      Frog and Spotty the Turtle could see nothing of the one who had built the

      dam. It was very queer. The more they thought about it, the queerer it

      seemed. They looked this way, and they looked that way.

    






      “There is one thing very sure, and that is that whoever built this dam had

      no thought for those who live in the Laughing Brook and the Smiling Pool,”

       said Grandfather Frog. “They are selfish, just plain, every-day selfish;

      that's what they are! Now the Laughing Brook cannot laugh, and the Smiling

      Pool cannot smile, while this dam stops the water from running, and so—”

       Grandfather Frog stopped and looked around at his four friends.

    






      “And so what?” cried Billy Mink impatiently.

    






      “And so we must spoil this dam. We must make a place for the water to run

      through,” said Grandfather Frog very gravely.

    






      “Of course! That's the very thing!” cried Little Joe Otter and Billy Mink

      and Jerry Muskrat and Spotty the Turtle. Then Little Joe Otter looked at

      Billy Mink, and Billy Mink looked at Jerry Muskrat, and Jerry Muskrat

      looked at Spotty the Turtle, and after that they all looked very hard at

      Grandfather Frog, and all together they asked: “How are we going to do

      it?”

     






      Grandfather Frog scratched his head thoughtfully and looked a long time at

      the dam of logs and sticks and mud. Then his big mouth widened in a big

      smile.

    






      “Why, that is very simple,” said he, “Jerry Muskrat will make a big hole

      through the dam near the bottom, because he knows how, and the rest of us

      will keep watch to see that no harm comes near.”

     






      “The very thing!” cried Little Joe Otter and Billy Mink and Spotty the

      Turtle, but Jerry Muskrat thought it wasn't fair. You see, it gave him all

      of the real work to do. However, Jerry thought of his dear Smiling Pool,

      and how terrible it would be if it should smile no more, and so without

      another word he set to work.

    






      Now Jerry Muskrat is a great worker, and he had made many long tunnels

      into the bank around the Smiling Pool, so he had no doubt but that he

      could soon make a hole through this dam. But almost right away he found

      trouble. Yes, Sir, Jerry had hardly begun before he found real trouble.

      You see, that dam was made mostly of sticks instead of mud, and so,

      instead of digging his way in as he would have done into the bank of the

      Smiling Pool, he had to stop every few minutes to gnaw off sticks that

      were in the way.

    






      It was hard work, the hardest kind of hard work. But Jerry Muskrat is the

      kind that is the more determined to do the work the harder the work is to

      be done. And so, while Grandfather Frog sat on one end of the dam and

      pretended to keep watch, but really took a nap in the warm sunshine, and

      while Spotty the Turtle sat on the other end of the dam doing the same

      thing, and while Billy Mink and Little Joe Otter swam around in the

      strange pond and enjoyed themselves, Jerry Muskrat worked and worked and

      worked. And just as jolly, round, red Mr. Sun started down behind the

      Purple Hills, Jerry broke through into the strange pond, and the water

      began to run in the Laughing Brook once more.

    








 



















      CHAPTER XX: Jerry Has A Dreadful Disappointment

    






 There's nothing in this world that's sure,

  No matter how we scheme and plan.

 We simply have to be content

  With doing just the best we can.








      Jerry Muskrat had curled himself up for the night, so tired that he could

      hardly keep his eyes open long enough to find a comfortable place to

      sleep. But he was happy. Yes, indeed, Jerry was happy. He could hear the

      Laughing Brook beginning to laugh again. It was just a little low,

      gurgling laugh, but Jerry knew that in a little while it would grow into

      the full laugh that makes music through the Green Forest and puts

      happiness into the hearts of all who hear it.

    






      So Jerry was happy, for was it not because of him that the Laughing Brook

      was beginning to laugh? He had worked all the long day to make a hole

      through the dam which some one had built across the Laughing Brook and so

      stopped its laughter. Now the water was running again, and soon the new,

      strange pond behind the dam there in the Green Forest would be gone, and

      the Laughing Brook and the Smiling Pool would be their own beautiful

      selves once more. It was because he had worked so hard all day that he was

      going to sleep now. Usually he would rather sleep a part of the day and be

      abroad at night.

    






      Very pleasant dreams had Jerry Muskrat that night, dreams of the dear

      Smiling Pool, smiling just as it had as long as Jerry could remember,

      before this trouble had come. He was still dreaming when Spotty the Turtle

      found him and waked him, for it was broad daylight. Jerry yawned and

      stretched, and then he lay still for a minute to listen to the pleasant

      murmur of the Laughing Brook. But there wasn't any pleasant murmur. There

      wasn't any sound at all. Jerry began to wonder if he really was awake

      after all. He looked at Spotty the Turtle, and he knew then that he was,

      for Spotty's face had such a worried look.

    






      “Get up, Jerry Muskrat, and come look at the hole you made yesterday in

      the dam. You couldn't have done your work very well, for the hole has

      filled up so that the water does not run any more,” said Spotty.

    






      “I did do it well!” snapped Jerry crossly. “I did it just as well as I

      know how. You lazy folks who just sit and take sun-naps while you pretend

      to keep watch had better get busy and do a little work yourselves, if you

      don't like the way I work.”

     






      “I—I beg your pardon, Jerry Muskrat. I didn't mean to say just

      that,” replied Spotty. “You see, we are all worried. We thought last night

      that by this morning the Laughing Brook would be full of water again, and

      we could go back to the Smiling Pool as soon as we felt like it, and here

      it is as bad as ever.”

     






      “Perhaps the trouble is just that some sticks and grass drifted down in

      the water and filled up the hole I made; that must be the trouble,” said

      Jerry hopefully, as he hurried towards the dam.

    






      First he carefully examined it from the Laughing Brook side. Then he dived

      down under water on the other side. He was gone a long time, and Billy

      Mink was just getting ready to dive to see what had become of him when he

      came up again.

    






      “What is the trouble?” cried Spotty the Turtle and Grandfather Frog and

      Billy Mink and Little Joe Otter together. “Is the hole filled up with

      stuff that has drifted in?”

     






      Jerry shook his head, as he slowly climbed out of the water. “No,” said

      he. “No, it isn't filled with drift stuff brought down by the water. It is

      filled with sticks and mud that somebody has put there. Somebody has

      filled up the hole that I worked so hard to make yesterday, and it will

      take me all day to open it up again.”

     






      Then Grandfather Frog and Spotty the Turtle and Billy Mink and Little Joe

      Otter and Jerry Muskrat stared at one mother, and for a long time no one

      said a word.

    








 



















      CHAPTER XXI: Jerry Muskrat Keeps Watch

    






 “The way in which to find things out,

  And what goes on all round about,

  Is just to keep my two eyes peeled

  And two ears all the time unsealed.”

 






      So said Jerry Muskrat, as he settled himself comfortably on one end of the

      new dam across the Laughing Brook deep in the Green Forest and watched the

      dark shadows creep farther and farther out into the strange pond made by

      the new dam.

    






      “I'm going to find out who it is that built this dam, and who it is that

      filled the hole I made in it! I'm going to find out if I have to move up

      here and live all summer!” The way in which Jerry said this and snapped

      his teeth together showed that he meant just what he said.

    






      You see Jerry had spent another long, weary day opening the hole in the

      dam once more, only to have it closed again while he slept. That had been

      enough for Jerry. He hadn't tried again. Instead he had made up his mind

      that he would find out who was playing such a trick on him. He would just

      watch until they came, and then if they were not bigger than he, or there

      were not too many of them, he would—well, the way Jerry gritted and

      clashed those sharp teeth of his sounded as if he meant to do something

      pretty bad.

    






      Billy Mink and Little Joe Otter had given up in disgust and started for

      the Big River. They are great travelers, anyway, and so didn't mind so

      much because there was no longer water enough in the Laughing Brook and

      the Smiling Pool. Grandfather Frog and Spotty the Turtle, who are such

      very, very slow travelers, had decided that the Big River was too far

      away, and so they would stay and live in the strange pond for a while,

      though it wasn't nearly so nice as their dear Smiling Pool. They bad gone

      to sleep now, each in his own secret place where he would be safe for the

      night.

    






      So Jerry Muskrat sat alone and watched. The black shadows crept farther

      and farther across the pond and grew blacker and blacker. Jerry didn't

      mind this, because, as you know, his eyes are made for seeing in the dark,

      and he dearly loves the night. Jerry had sat there a long time without

      moving. He was listening and watching. By and by he saw something that

      made him draw in his breath and anger leap into his eyes. It was a little

      silver line on the water, and it was coming straight towards the dam where

      he sat. Jerry knew that it was made by some one swimming.

    






      “Ha!” said Jerry. “Now we shall see!”

     






      Nearer and nearer came the silver line. Then Jerry made out the head of

      the swimmer. Suddenly all the anger left Jerry. He didn't have room for

      anger; a great fear had crowded it out. The head was bigger than that of

      any Muskrat Jerry had ever seen. It was bigger than the head of any of

      Billy Mink's relatives. It was the head of a stranger, a stranger so big

      that Jerry felt very, very small and hoped with all his might that the

      stranger would not see him.

    






      Jerry held his breath as the stranger swam past and then climbed out on

      the dam. He looked very much like Jerry himself, only ever and ever so

      much bigger. And his tail! Jerry had never seen such a tail. It was very

      broad and flat. Suddenly the big stranger turned and looked straight at

      Jerry.

    






      “Hello, Jerry Muskrat!” said he. “Don't you know me?”

     






      Jerry was too frightened to speak.

    






      “I'm your big cousin from the North; I'm Paddy the Beaver, and if you

      leave my dam alone, I think we'll be good friends,” continued the

      stranger.

    






      “I—I—I hope so,” said Jerry in a very faint voice, trying to

      be polite, but with his teeth chattering with fear.

    








 



















      CHAPTER XXII: Jerry Loses His Fear

    






 “Oh, tell me, you and you and you,

   If it may hap you've ever heard

  Of all that wond'rous is and great

   The greatest is the spoken word?”

 






      It's true. It's the truest thing that ever was. If you don't believe it,

      you just go ask Jerry Muskrat. He'll tell you it's true, and Jerry knows.

      You see, it's this way: Words are more than just sounds. Oh, my, yes! They

      are little messengers, and once they have been sent out, you can't call

      them back. No, Sir, you can't call them back, and sometimes that is a very

      sad thing, because—well, you see these little messengers always

      carry something to some one else, and that something may be anger or hate

      or fear or an untruth, and it is these things which make most of the

      trouble in this world. Or that something may be love or sympathy or

      helpfulness or kindness, and it is these things which put an end to most

      of the troubles in this world.

    






      Just take the ease of Jerry Muskrat. There he sat on the new dam, which

      had made the strange pond in the Green Forest, shaking with fear until his

      teeth chattered, as he watched a stranger very, very much bigger than he

      climb up on the dam. Jerry was afraid, because he had seen that the

      stranger could swim as well as he could, and as Jerry had no secret

      burrows there, he knew that he couldn't get away from the stranger if he

      wanted to. Somehow, Jerry knew without being told that the stranger had

      built the dam, and you know Jerry had twice made a hole in the dam to let

      the water out of the strange pond into the Laughing Brook. Jerry knew

      right down in his heart that if he had built that dam, he would be very,

      very angry with any one who tried to spoil it, and that is just what he

      had tried to do. So he sat with chattering teeth, too frightened to even

      try to run.

    






      “I wish I had let some one else keep watch,” said Jerry to himself.

    






      Then the big stranger had spoken. He had said: “Hello, Jerry Muskrat!

      Don't you know me?” and his voice hadn't sounded the least bit angry. Then

      he had told Jerry that he was his big cousin, Paddy the Beaver, and he

      hoped that they would be friends.

    






      Now everything was just as it had been before—the strange pond, the

      dam, Jerry himself and the big stranger, and the black shadows of the

      night—and yet somehow, everything was different, all because a few

      pleasant words had been spoken. A great fear had fallen away from Jerry's

      heart, and in its place was a great hope that after all there wasn't to be

      any trouble. So he replied to Paddy the Beaver as politely as he knew how.

      Paddy was just as polite, and the first thing Jerry knew, instead of being

      enemies, as Jerry had all along made up his mind would be the case when he

      found the builder of the dam, here they were becoming the best of friends,

      all because Paddy the Beaver had said the right thing in the right way.

    






      “But you haven't told me yet what you made those holes in my dam for,

      Cousin Jerry,” said Paddy the Beaver finally.

    






      Jerry didn't know just what to say. He was so pleased with his big new

      cousin that he didn't want to hurt his feelings by telling him that he

      didn't think that dam had any business to be across the Laughing Brook,

      and at the same time he wanted Paddy to know how he had spoiled the

      Laughing Brook and the Smiling Pool. At last he made up his mind to tell

      the whole story.

    








 



















      CHAPTER XXIII: Paddy The Beaver Does A Kind Deed

    






      Paddy the Beaver listened to all that his small cousin, Jerry Muskrat, had

      to tell him about the trouble which Paddy's dam had caused in the Laughing

      Brook and the Smiling Pool.

    






      “You see, we who live in the Smiling Pool love it dearly, and we don't

      want to have to leave it, but if the water cannot run down the Laughing

      Brook, there can be no Smiling Pool, and so we will have to move off to

      the Big River,” concluded Jerry Muskrat. “That is why I tried to spoil

      your dam.”

     






      There was a twinkle in the eyes of Paddy the Beaver as he replied: “Well,

      now that you have found out that you can't do that, because I am bigger

      than you and can stop you, what are you going to do about it?”

     






      “I don't know,” said Jerry Muskrat sadly. “I don't see what we can do

      about it. Of course you are big and strong and can do just as you please,

      but it doesn't seem right that we who have lived here so long should have

      to move and go away from all that we love so just because you, a stranger,

      happen to want to live here. I tell you what!” Jerry's eyes sparkled as a

      brand new thought came to him. “Couldn't you come down and live in the

      Smiling Pool with us? I'm sure there is room enough!”

     






      Paddy the Beaver shook his head. “No,” said he, and Jerry's heart sank.

      “No, I can't do that because down there there isn't any of the kind of

      food I eat. Besides, I wouldn't feel at all safe in the Smiling Pool. You

      see, I always live in the woods. No, I couldn't possibly come down to live

      in the Smiling Pool. But I'm truly sorry that I have made you so much

      worry, Cousin Jerry, and I'm going to prove it to you. Now you sit right

      here until I come back.”

     






      Before Jerry realized what he was going to do, Paddy the Beaver dived into

      the pond, and as he disappeared, his broad tail hit the water such a slap

      that it made Jerry jump. Then there began a great disturbance down under

      water. In a few minutes up bobbed a stick, and then another and another,

      and the water grew so muddy that Jerry couldn't see what was going on.

      Paddy was gone a long time. Jerry wondered how he could stay under water

      so long without air. All the time Paddy was just fooling him. He would

      come up to the surface, stick his nose out, nothing more, fill his lungs

      with fresh air, and go down again.

    






      Suddenly Jerry Muskrat heard a sound that made him prick up his funny

      little short ears and whirl about so that he could look over the other

      side of the dam into the Laughing Brook. What do you think that sound was?

      Why, it was the sound of rushing water, the sweetest sound Jerry had

      listened to for a long time. There was a great hole in the dam, and

      already the brook was beginning to laugh as the water rushed down it.

    






      “How do you like that, Cousin Jerry?” said a voice right in his ear. Paddy

      the Beaver had climbed up beside him, and his eyes were twinkling.

    






      “It—it's splendid!” cried Jerry. “But—but you've spoiled your

      dam!”

     






      “Oh, that's all right,” replied Paddy. “I didn't really want it now,

      anyway. I don't usually build dams at this time of year, and I built this

      one just for fun because it seemed such a nice place to build one. You

      see, I was traveling through here, and it seemed such a nice place, that I

      thought I would stay a while. I didn't know anything about the Smiling

      Pool, you know. Now, I guess I'll have to move on and find a place where I

      can make a pond in the fall that will not trouble other people. You see, I

      don't like to be troubled myself, and so I don't want to trouble other

      people. This Green Forest is a very nice place.”

     






      “The very nicest place in all the world excepting the Green Meadows and

      the Smiling Pool!” replied Jerry promptly. “Won't you stay, Cousin Paddy?

      I'm sure we would all like to have you.”

     






      “Of course we would,” said a gruff voice right beside them. It was

      Grandfather Frog.

    






      Paddy the Beaver looked thoughtful. “Perhaps I will,” said he, “if I can

      find some good hiding-places in the Laughing Brook.”

     








 



















      CHAPTER XXIV: A Merry Home-Going

    






 “The Laughing Brook is merry

  And so am I,” cried Jerry.

  Grandfather Frog said he was too.

  And Spotty was, the others knew.








      The trees stood with wet feet where just a little while before had been

      the strange pond in the Green Forest, the pond made by the dam of Paddy

      the Beaver. In the dam was a great hole made by Paddy himself.

    






      Through the Green Forest rang the laughter of the Laughing Brook, for once

      more the water ran deep between its banks. And in the hearts of

      Grandfather Frog and Jerry Muskrat and Spotty the Turtle was laughter

      also, for now the Smiling Pool would smile once more, and they could go

      home in peace and happiness. And there was one more who laughed. Who was

      it? Why, Paddy the Beaver to be sure, and his was the best laugh of all,

      for it was because he had brought happiness to others.

    






      “You beat me up here to the dam, but you won't beat me back to the Smiling

      Pool,” cried Jerry Muskrat to Spotty the Turtle.

    






      Spotty laughed good-naturedly. “You'd better not stop to eat or play or

      sleep on the way then,” said he, “for I shall keep right on going all the

      time. I've found that is the only way to get anywhere.”

     






      “Let us all go down together” said Grandfather Frog. “We can help each

      other over the bad places.”

     






      Jerry Muskrat laughed until he had to hold his sides at the very thought

      of Grandfather Frog or Spotty the Turtle being able to help him, but he is

      very good-natured, and so he agreed that they should all go down together.

      Paddy the Beaver said that he would go, too, so off the four started,

      Jerry Muskrat and Paddy the Beaver swimming side by side, and behind them

      Grandfather Frog and Spotty the Turtle.

    






      Now Spotty the Turtle is a very slow traveler on land, but in the water

      Spotty is not so slow. In fact, it was not long before Grandfather Frog

      found that he was the one who could not keep up. You see, while he is a

      great diver and can swim fast for a short distance, he is soon tired out.

      Pretty soon he was puffing and blowing and dropping farther and farther

      behind. By and by, Spotty the Turtle looked back. There was Grandfather

      Frog just tumbling head first over a little waterfall. He came up choking

      and gasping and kicking his long legs very feebly. Spotty climbed out on a

      rock and waited. He helped Grandfather Frog out beside him, and when

      Grandfather Frog had once more gotten his breath, what do you think Spotty

      did? Why, he took Grandfather Frog right on his back and started on again.

    






      Now Jerry Muskrat and Paddy the Beaver, being great swimmers, were soon

      out of sight. All at once Jerry remembered that they had agreed to go back

      together, and down in his heart he felt a little bit mean when he looked

      for Grandfather Frog and Spotty the Turtle and could see nothing of them.

      So he and Paddy sat down to wait. After what seemed a long time, they saw

      something queer bobbing along in the water.

    






      “It's Grandfather Frog,” cried Paddy the Beaver.

    






      “No, it's Spotty the Turtle,” said Jerry Muskrat.

    






      “It's both,” replied Paddy, beginning to laugh.

    






      Just then Spotty tumbled over another waterfall which he hadn't seen, and

      of course Grandfather Frog went with him and lost his hold on Spotty's

      back.

    






      “I have an idea!” cried Paddy.

    






      “What is it?” asked Jerry.

    






      “Why, Grandfather Frog can ride on my flat tail,” replied Paddy, “and then

      we'll go slow enough for Spotty to keep up with us.”

     






      And so it was that just as the first moonbeams kissed the Smiling Pool,

      out of the Laughing Brook swam the merriest party that ever was seen.

    






      “Chugarum!” said Grandfather Frog. “It is good to be home, but I think I

      would travel often, if I could have the tail of Paddy the Beaver for a

      boat.”

     








 



















      CHAPTER XXV: Paddy The Beaver Decides To Stay

    






 “The fair Green Meadows spreading wide,

  The Smiling Pool and Laughing Brook—

  They fill our hearts with joy and pride;

  We love their every hidden nook.”

 






      So said Jerry Muskrat, as he climbed up on the Big Rock in the middle of

      the Smiling Pool, with Paddy the Beaver beside him, and watched the dear

      Smiling Pool dimpling and smiling in the moonlight, as he had so often

      seen it before the great trouble had come.

    






      “Chugarum!” said Grandfather Frog in his great deep voice from the

      bulrushes. “One never knows how great their blessings are until they have

      been lost and found again.”

     






      The bulrushes nodded, as if they too were thinking of this. You see their

      feet were once more in the cool water. Paddy the Beaver seemed to

      understand just how every one felt, and he smiled to himself as he saw how

      happy these new friends of his were.

    






      “It surely is a very nice place here, and I don't wonder that you couldn't

      bear to leave it,” said he. “I'm sorry that I made you all that trouble

      and worry, but you see I didn't know.”

     






      “Oh, that's all right,” replied Jerry Muskrat, who was now very proud of

      his big cousin. “I hope that now you see how nice it is, you will stay and

      make your home here.”

     






      Paddy the Beaver looked back at the great black shadow which he knew was

      the Green Forest. Way over in the middle of it he heard the hunting-call

      of Hooty the Owl. Then he looked out over the Green Meadows, and from way

      over on the far side of them sounded the bark of Reddy Fox, and it was

      answered by the deep voice of Bowser the Hound up in Farmer Brown's

      dooryard. For some reason that last sound made Paddy the Beaver shiver a

      little, just as the voice of Hooty the Owl made the smaller people of the

      Green Forest and the Green Meadows shiver when they heard it. Paddy wasn't

      afraid of Hooty or of Reddy Fox, but Bowser's great voice was new to him,

      and somehow the very sound of it made him afraid. You see, the Green

      Meadows were so strange and open that he didn't feel at all at home, for

      he dearly loves the deepest part of the Green Forest.

    






      “No,” said Paddy the Beaver, “I can't possibly live here in the Smiling

      Pool. It is a very nice pool, but it wouldn't do at all for me, Cousin

      Jerry. I wouldn't feel safe here a minute. Besides, there is nothing to

      eat here.”

     






      “Oh, yes, there is,” Jerry Muskrat interrupted. “There are lily-roots and

      the nicest fresh-water clams and—”

     






      “But there are no trees,” said Paddy the Beaver, “and you know I have to

      have trees.”

     






      Jerry stared at Paddy as if he didn't understand. “Do—do you eat

      trees?” he asked finally.

    






      Paddy laughed. “Just the bark,” said he, “and I have to have a great deal

      of it.”

     






      Jerry looked as disappointed as he felt. “Of course you can't stay then,”

       said he, “and—and I had thought that we would have such good times

      together.”

     






      Paddy's eyes twinkled. “Perhaps we may yet,” said he. “You see I have

      about made up my mind that I will stay a while along the Laughing Brook in

      the Green Forest, and you can come to see me there. On our way down I saw

      a very nice hole in the bank that I think will make me a good house for

      the present, and you can come up there to see me. But if I do stay, you

      and Grandfather Frog and Spotty the Turtle must keep my secret. No one

      must know that I am there. Will you?”

     






      “Of course we will!” cried Jerry Muskrat and Grandfather Frog and Spotty

      the Turtle together.

    






      “Then I'll stay,” said Paddy the Beaver, diving into the Smiling Pool with

      a great splash.

    






      And so one of Jerry Muskrat's greatest adventures ended in the finding of

      his biggest cousin, Paddy the Beaver. Now Jerry has a lot of cousins, and

      one of them lives on the Green Meadows not far from the Smiling Pool. His

      name is Danny Meadow Mouse, and Danny is forever having adventures too. He

      has them every day. In the next book you will be told about some of these,

      if you care to read about them.
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OEBPS/debug_log.txt
=== DEBUG LOG (PROCESSING <pre> TAGS) ===



[INFO] Processed <pre> tags in this file.



--- <pre> Block #1 ---

ORIGINAL <pre> HTML:

<pre></pre>



TEXT SENT TO GPT (if any):

(Skipped GPT; <= 5 words)



GPT RESPONSE:





----------



--- <pre> Block #2 ---

ORIGINAL <pre> HTML:

<pre>

 “Tra-la-la-lee, see me!  See me!

  Happy am I as I can be!

  Happy am I the whole day long

  And so I sing my gladsome song.”

 </pre>



TEXT SENT TO GPT (if any):



 &ldquo;Tra-la-la-lee, see me!  See me!

  Happy am I as I can be!

  Happy am I the whole day long

  And so I sing my gladsome song.&rdquo;

 



GPT RESPONSE:

“Tra-la-la-lee, look at me! Look at me!  

I’m as happy as I can be!  

I’m happy all day long  

And that’s why I sing my joyful song.”



----------



--- <pre> Block #3 ---

ORIGINAL <pre> HTML:

<pre>

 “There's nothing happens, as you know,

  But has a cause to make it so.

</pre>



TEXT SENT TO GPT (if any):



 &ldquo;There's nothing happens, as you know,

  But has a cause to make it so.





GPT RESPONSE:

“There’s nothing that happens, as you know,  

That doesn’t have a reason behind it.”  



----------



--- <pre> Block #4 ---

ORIGINAL <pre> HTML:

<pre>

 For wings are swifter far than legs,

  On whatsoever purpose bent,

But doubly swift and tireless  Those wings on kindly deed intent.

</pre>



TEXT SENT TO GPT (if any):



 For wings are swifter far than legs,

  On whatsoever purpose bent,

But doubly swift and tireless  Those wings on kindly deed intent.





GPT RESPONSE:

For wings are much faster than legs,  

no matter what goal they're set on,  

But those wings are even quicker and tireless  

when they're aimed at kind deeds.



----------



--- <pre> Block #5 ---

ORIGINAL <pre> HTML:

<pre>

 “One step, two steps, three steps, so!

  Four steps, five steps, six steps go!

  Keep right on and do your best;

  Mayhap you'll win while others rest.”

 </pre>



TEXT SENT TO GPT (if any):



 &ldquo;One step, two steps, three steps, so!

  Four steps, five steps, six steps go!

  Keep right on and do your best;

  Mayhap you'll win while others rest.&rdquo;

 



GPT RESPONSE:

“Step one, step two, step three, let’s go!  

 Step four, step five, step six, keep moving!  

 Keep going and give it your all;  

 Maybe you’ll win while others fall.”  



----------



--- <pre> Block #6 ---

ORIGINAL <pre> HTML:

<pre>

 “One step, two steps, three steps, so!”

 </pre>



TEXT SENT TO GPT (if any):



 &ldquo;One step, two steps, three steps, so!&rdquo;

 



GPT RESPONSE:

“One step, two steps, three steps, done!”



----------



--- <pre> Block #7 ---

ORIGINAL <pre> HTML:

<pre>

 “One step, two steps, three steps, so!”

 </pre>



TEXT SENT TO GPT (if any):



 &ldquo;One step, two steps, three steps, so!&rdquo;

 



GPT RESPONSE:

“One step, two steps, three steps, done!”



----------



--- <pre> Block #8 ---

ORIGINAL <pre> HTML:

<pre>

 “One step, two steps, three steps, so!”

 </pre>



TEXT SENT TO GPT (if any):



 &ldquo;One step, two steps, three steps, so!&rdquo;

 



GPT RESPONSE:

“One step, two steps, three steps, done!”



----------



--- <pre> Block #9 ---

ORIGINAL <pre> HTML:

<pre>

 Keeping at it, that's the way

 Spotty won the race that day.

</pre>



TEXT SENT TO GPT (if any):



 Keeping at it, that's the way

 Spotty won the race that day.





GPT RESPONSE:

Keeping it up, that's how Spotty won the race that day.



----------



--- <pre> Block #10 ---

ORIGINAL <pre> HTML:

<pre>

 “I can if I will, and will if I can!

  I'm sure to get there if I follow this plan.”

 </pre>



TEXT SENT TO GPT (if any):



 &ldquo;I can if I will, and will if I can!

  I'm sure to get there if I follow this plan.&rdquo;

 



GPT RESPONSE:

“I can if I want to, and want to if I can! I'm bound to get there if I stick to this plan.”



----------



--- <pre> Block #11 ---

ORIGINAL <pre> HTML:

<pre>

 “I can if I will, and will if I can!

  I'm sure to get there if I follow this plan,”

 </pre>



TEXT SENT TO GPT (if any):



 &ldquo;I can if I will, and will if I can!

  I'm sure to get there if I follow this plan,&rdquo;

 



GPT RESPONSE:

“I can if I want to, and want to if I can! I'm sure I'll get there if I stick to this plan,”



----------



--- <pre> Block #12 ---

ORIGINAL <pre> HTML:

<pre>

 Fiddle, faddle, feedle, fuddle!

 Was there ever such a muddle?

 Fuddle, feedle, faddle, fiddle!

 Who is there will solve the riddle?

</pre>



TEXT SENT TO GPT (if any):



 Fiddle, faddle, feedle, fuddle!

 Was there ever such a muddle?

 Fuddle, feedle, faddle, fiddle!

 Who is there will solve the riddle?





GPT RESPONSE:

Fiddle, faddle, feedle, fuddle!  

Was there ever such a mess?  

Fuddle, feedle, faddle, fiddle!  

Who can solve the riddle?  



----------



--- <pre> Block #13 ---

ORIGINAL <pre> HTML:

<pre>

 There's nothing in this world that's sure,

  No matter how we scheme and plan.

 We simply have to be content

  With doing just the best we can.

</pre>



TEXT SENT TO GPT (if any):



 There's nothing in this world that's sure,

  No matter how we scheme and plan.

 We simply have to be content

  With doing just the best we can.





GPT RESPONSE:

There's nothing in this world that's certain,  

No matter how we strategize and organize.  

We just have to be satisfied  

With doing the best we can.  



----------



--- <pre> Block #14 ---

ORIGINAL <pre> HTML:

<pre>

 “The way in which to find things out,

  And what goes on all round about,

  Is just to keep my two eyes peeled

  And two ears all the time unsealed.”

 </pre>



TEXT SENT TO GPT (if any):



 &ldquo;The way in which to find things out,

  And what goes on all round about,

  Is just to keep my two eyes peeled

  And two ears all the time unsealed.&rdquo;

 



GPT RESPONSE:

“The way to figure things out,  

And what's happening all around,  

Is to keep my eyes wide open  

And my ears always listening.”  



----------



--- <pre> Block #15 ---

ORIGINAL <pre> HTML:

<pre>

 “Oh, tell me, you and you and you,

   If it may hap you've ever heard

  Of all that wond'rous is and great

   The greatest is the spoken word?”

 </pre>



TEXT SENT TO GPT (if any):



 &ldquo;Oh, tell me, you and you and you,

   If it may hap you've ever heard

  Of all that wond'rous is and great

   The greatest is the spoken word?&rdquo;

 



GPT RESPONSE:

“Oh, tell me, you and you and you,  

  If you’ve ever heard  

  Of all that’s wonderful and great  

  The greatest is the spoken word?”



----------



--- <pre> Block #16 ---

ORIGINAL <pre> HTML:

<pre>

 “The Laughing Brook is merry

  And so am I,” cried Jerry.

  Grandfather Frog said he was too.

  And Spotty was, the others knew.

</pre>



TEXT SENT TO GPT (if any):



 &ldquo;The Laughing Brook is merry

  And so am I,&rdquo; cried Jerry.

  Grandfather Frog said he was too.

  And Spotty was, the others knew.





GPT RESPONSE:

“The Laughing Brook is cheerful  

  And so am I,” shouted Jerry.  

  Grandfather Frog said he was as well.  

  And Spotty was, the others realized.



----------



--- <pre> Block #17 ---

ORIGINAL <pre> HTML:

<pre>

 “The fair Green Meadows spreading wide,

  The Smiling Pool and Laughing Brook—

  They fill our hearts with joy and pride;

  We love their every hidden nook.”

 </pre>



TEXT SENT TO GPT (if any):



 &ldquo;The fair Green Meadows spreading wide,

  The Smiling Pool and Laughing Brook&mdash;

  They fill our hearts with joy and pride;

  We love their every hidden nook.&rdquo;

 



GPT RESPONSE:

“The beautiful Green Meadows stretch out far and wide,  

  The Smiling Pool and Laughing Brook—  

  They fill our hearts with happiness and pride;  

  We cherish every secret spot.”  



----------



--- <pre> Block #18 ---

ORIGINAL <pre> HTML:

<pre></pre>



TEXT SENT TO GPT (if any):

(Skipped GPT; <= 5 words)



GPT RESPONSE:





----------



=== DETAILED LINE-BY-LINE COMPARISON ===

Below, we show each original line and the corresponding line in the final output.



Line 1 (ORIGINAL): <!DOCTYPE html>

Line 1 (FINAL)   : <!DOCTYPE html>

-----

Line 2 (ORIGINAL): 

Line 2 (FINAL)   : 

-----

Line 3 (ORIGINAL): <html lang="en">

Line 3 (FINAL)   : <html lang="en">

-----

Line 4 (ORIGINAL): <body><section class="pg-boilerplate pgheader" id="pg-header" lang="en"></section><pre></pre>

Line 4 (FINAL)   : <body><section class="pg-boilerplate pgheader" id="pg-header" lang="en"></section><pre></pre>

-----

Line 5 (ORIGINAL): <p><br/><br/></p>

Line 5 (FINAL)   : <p><br/><br/></p>

-----

Line 6 (ORIGINAL): <h1>

Line 6 (FINAL)   : <h1>

-----

Line 7 (ORIGINAL):       THE ADVENTURES OF<br/><br/>JERRY MUSKRAT

Line 7 (FINAL)   :       THE ADVENTURES OF<br/><br/>JERRY MUSKRAT

-----

Line 8 (ORIGINAL):     </h1>

Line 8 (FINAL)   :     </h1>

-----

Line 9 (ORIGINAL): <p><br/><br/></p>

Line 9 (FINAL)   : <p><br/><br/></p>

-----

Line 10 (ORIGINAL): <h2>

Line 10 (FINAL)   : <h2>

-----

Line 11 (ORIGINAL):       By Thornton W. Burgess

Line 11 (FINAL)   :       By Thornton W. Burgess

-----

Line 12 (ORIGINAL):     </h2>

Line 12 (FINAL)   :     </h2>

-----

Line 13 (ORIGINAL): <p><br/> <br/></p>

Line 13 (FINAL)   : <p><br/> <br/></p>

-----

Line 14 (ORIGINAL): <hr/>

Line 14 (FINAL)   : <hr/>

-----

Line 15 (ORIGINAL): <p><br/> <br/></p>

Line 15 (FINAL)   : <p><br/> <br/></p>

-----

Line 16 (ORIGINAL): <blockquote><div>

Line 16 (FINAL)   : <blockquote><div>

-----

Line 17 (ORIGINAL): <p class="toc"><span class="xhtml_big"><b>CONTENTS</b></span></p>

Line 17 (FINAL)   : <p class="toc"><span class="xhtml_big"><b>CONTENTS</b></span></p>

-----

Line 18 (ORIGINAL): <p><br/> <a class="pginternal" href="#link2HCH0001"> CHAPTER I: </a>  Jerry Muskrat  

Line 18 (FINAL)   : <p><br/> <a class="pginternal" href="#link2HCH0001"> CHAPTER I: </a>  Jerry Muskrat  

-----

Line 19 (ORIGINAL):         Has A Fright <br/><br/> <a class="pginternal" href="#link2HCH0002"> CHAPTER II: </a>   

Line 19 (FINAL)   :         Has A Fright <br/><br/> <a class="pginternal" href="#link2HCH0002"> CHAPTER II: </a>   

-----

Line 20 (ORIGINAL):         The Convention At The Big Rock <br/><br/> <a class="pginternal" href="#link2HCH0003">

Line 20 (FINAL)   :         The Convention At The Big Rock <br/><br/> <a class="pginternal" href="#link2HCH0003">

-----

Line 21 (ORIGINAL):         CHAPTER III: </a>   The Oracle Of The Smiling Pool <br/><br/>

Line 21 (FINAL)   :         CHAPTER III: </a>   The Oracle Of The Smiling Pool <br/><br/>

-----

Line 22 (ORIGINAL): <a class="pginternal" href="#link2HCH0004"> CHAPTER IV: </a>   Grandfather Frog's  

Line 22 (FINAL)   : <a class="pginternal" href="#link2HCH0004"> CHAPTER IV: </a>   Grandfather Frog's  

-----

Line 23 (ORIGINAL):         Plan <br/><br/> <a class="pginternal" href="#link2HCH0005"> CHAPTER V: </a>   A  

Line 23 (FINAL)   :         Plan <br/><br/> <a class="pginternal" href="#link2HCH0005"> CHAPTER V: </a>   A  

-----

Line 24 (ORIGINAL):         Busy Day At The Smiling Pool <br/><br/> <a class="pginternal" href="#link2HCH0006"> CHAPTER

Line 24 (FINAL)   :         Busy Day At The Smiling Pool <br/><br/> <a class="pginternal" href="#link2HCH0006"> CHAPTER

-----

Line 25 (ORIGINAL):         VI: </a>   Farmer Brown's Boy Is Puzzled <br/><br/> <a class="pginternal" href="#link2HCH0007"> CHAPTER VII: </a>   Jerry Muskrat Makes  

Line 25 (FINAL)   :         VI: </a>   Farmer Brown's Boy Is Puzzled <br/><br/> <a class="pginternal" href="#link2HCH0007"> CHAPTER VII: </a>   Jerry Muskrat Makes  

-----

Line 26 (ORIGINAL):         A Discovery <br/><br/> <a class="pginternal" href="#link2HCH0008"> CHAPTER VIII: </a>   

Line 26 (FINAL)   :         A Discovery <br/><br/> <a class="pginternal" href="#link2HCH0008"> CHAPTER VIII: </a>   

-----

Line 27 (ORIGINAL):         Grandfather Frog Watches His Toes <br/><br/> <a class="pginternal" href="#link2HCH0009">

Line 27 (FINAL)   :         Grandfather Frog Watches His Toes <br/><br/> <a class="pginternal" href="#link2HCH0009">

-----

Line 28 (ORIGINAL):         CHAPTER IX: </a>   The Laughing Brook Stops Laughing <br/><br/>

Line 28 (FINAL)   :         CHAPTER IX: </a>   The Laughing Brook Stops Laughing <br/><br/>

-----

Line 29 (ORIGINAL): <a class="pginternal" href="#link2HCH0010"> CHAPTER X: </a>   Why The World  

Line 29 (FINAL)   : <a class="pginternal" href="#link2HCH0010"> CHAPTER X: </a>   Why The World  

-----

Line 30 (ORIGINAL):         Seemed Upside Down To Jerry Muskrat <br/><br/> <a class="pginternal" href="#link2HCH0011">

Line 30 (FINAL)   :         Seemed Upside Down To Jerry Muskrat <br/><br/> <a class="pginternal" href="#link2HCH0011">

-----

Line 31 (ORIGINAL):         CHAPTER XI: </a>   Five Heads Together <br/><br/> <a class="pginternal" href="#link2HCH0012"> CHAPTER XII: </a>   A Hunt For Trouble  

Line 31 (FINAL)   :         CHAPTER XI: </a>   Five Heads Together <br/><br/> <a class="pginternal" href="#link2HCH0012"> CHAPTER XII: </a>   A Hunt For Trouble  

-----

Line 32 (ORIGINAL):         <br/><br/> <a class="pginternal" href="#link2HCH0013"> CHAPTER XIII: </a>   Ol'  

Line 32 (FINAL)   :         <br/><br/> <a class="pginternal" href="#link2HCH0013"> CHAPTER XIII: </a>   Ol'  

-----

Line 33 (ORIGINAL):         Mistah Buzzard Sees Something <br/><br/> <a class="pginternal" href="#link2HCH0014">

Line 33 (FINAL)   :         Mistah Buzzard Sees Something <br/><br/> <a class="pginternal" href="#link2HCH0014">

-----

Line 34 (ORIGINAL):         CHAPTER XIV: </a>   Spotty The Turtle Keeps Right On Going  

Line 34 (FINAL)   :         CHAPTER XIV: </a>   Spotty The Turtle Keeps Right On Going  

-----

Line 35 (ORIGINAL):         <br/><br/> <a class="pginternal" href="#link2HCH0015"> CHAPTER XV: </a>   What  

Line 35 (FINAL)   :         <br/><br/> <a class="pginternal" href="#link2HCH0015"> CHAPTER XV: </a>   What  

-----

Line 36 (ORIGINAL):         Spotty The Turtle Found <br/><br/> <a class="pginternal" href="#link2HCH0016"> CHAPTER XVI:

Line 36 (FINAL)   :         Spotty The Turtle Found <br/><br/> <a class="pginternal" href="#link2HCH0016"> CHAPTER XVI:

-----

Line 37 (ORIGINAL):         </a>   The Pond In The Green Forest <br/><br/> <a class="pginternal" href="#link2HCH0017"> CHAPTER XVII: </a>   Who Had Made The  

Line 37 (FINAL)   :         </a>   The Pond In The Green Forest <br/><br/> <a class="pginternal" href="#link2HCH0017"> CHAPTER XVII: </a>   Who Had Made The  

-----

Line 38 (ORIGINAL):         Strange Pond? <br/><br/> <a class="pginternal" href="#link2HCH0018"> CHAPTER XVIII: </a>   

Line 38 (FINAL)   :         Strange Pond? <br/><br/> <a class="pginternal" href="#link2HCH0018"> CHAPTER XVIII: </a>   

-----

Line 39 (ORIGINAL):         Jerry Muskrat's Big Cousin <br/><br/> <a class="pginternal" href="#link2HCH0019"> CHAPTER

Line 39 (FINAL)   :         Jerry Muskrat's Big Cousin <br/><br/> <a class="pginternal" href="#link2HCH0019"> CHAPTER

-----

Line 40 (ORIGINAL):         XIX: </a>   Jerry Muskrat Has A Busy Day <br/><br/> <a class="pginternal" href="#link2HCH0020"> CHAPTER XX: </a>   Jerry Has A Dreadful  

Line 40 (FINAL)   :         XIX: </a>   Jerry Muskrat Has A Busy Day <br/><br/> <a class="pginternal" href="#link2HCH0020"> CHAPTER XX: </a>   Jerry Has A Dreadful  

-----

Line 41 (ORIGINAL):         Disappointment <br/><br/> <a class="pginternal" href="#link2HCH0021"> CHAPTER XXI: </a>   

Line 41 (FINAL)   :         Disappointment <br/><br/> <a class="pginternal" href="#link2HCH0021"> CHAPTER XXI: </a>   

-----

Line 42 (ORIGINAL):         Jerry Muskrat Keeps Watch <br/><br/> <a class="pginternal" href="#link2HCH0022"> CHAPTER

Line 42 (FINAL)   :         Jerry Muskrat Keeps Watch <br/><br/> <a class="pginternal" href="#link2HCH0022"> CHAPTER

-----

Line 43 (ORIGINAL):         XXII: </a>   Jerry Loses His Fear <br/><br/> <a class="pginternal" href="#link2HCH0023"> CHAPTER XXIII:    </a>   

Line 43 (FINAL)   :         XXII: </a>   Jerry Loses His Fear <br/><br/> <a class="pginternal" href="#link2HCH0023"> CHAPTER XXIII:    </a>   

-----

Line 44 (ORIGINAL):         Paddy The Beaver Does A Kind Deed <br/><br/> <a class="pginternal" href="#link2HCH0024">

Line 44 (FINAL)   :         Paddy The Beaver Does A Kind Deed <br/><br/> <a class="pginternal" href="#link2HCH0024">

-----

Line 45 (ORIGINAL):         CHAPTER XXIV: </a>   A Merry Home-Going <br/><br/> <a class="pginternal" href="#link2HCH0025"> CHAPTER XXV: </a>   Paddy The Beaver  

Line 45 (FINAL)   :         CHAPTER XXIV: </a>   A Merry Home-Going <br/><br/> <a class="pginternal" href="#link2HCH0025"> CHAPTER XXV: </a>   Paddy The Beaver  

-----

Line 46 (ORIGINAL):         Decides To Stay <br/><br/></p>

Line 46 (FINAL)   :         Decides To Stay <br/><br/></p>

-----

Line 47 (ORIGINAL): </div></blockquote>

Line 47 (FINAL)   : </div></blockquote>

-----

Line 48 (ORIGINAL): <p><br/> <br/></p>

Line 48 (FINAL)   : <p><br/> <br/></p>

-----

Line 49 (ORIGINAL): <hr/>

Line 49 (FINAL)   : <hr/>

-----

Line 50 (ORIGINAL): <p><br/> <br/> <a id="link2HCH0001">

Line 50 (FINAL)   : <p><br/> <br/> <a id="link2HCH0001">

-----

Line 51 (ORIGINAL): <!--  H2 anchor --> </a></p>

Line 51 (FINAL)   : <!--  H2 anchor --> </a></p>

-----

Line 52 (ORIGINAL): <h2>

Line 52 (FINAL)   : <h2>

-----

Line 53 (ORIGINAL):       CHAPTER I: Jerry Muskrat Has A Fright

Line 53 (FINAL)   :       CHAPTER I: Jerry Muskrat Has A Fright

-----

Line 54 (ORIGINAL):     </h2>

Line 54 (FINAL)   :     </h2>

-----

Line 55 (ORIGINAL): <p>What had Mother Muskrat said about Farmer Brown's boy and his traps? Jerry Muskrat sat on the edge of the Big Rock and kicked his heels while he tried to remember. The truth is, Jerry hadn't paid much attention. He had been thinking about other stuff. Plus, it seemed to him that Mother Muskrat was completely ridiculous about a lot of things.</p>

Line 55 (FINAL)   : <p>What had Mother Muskrat said about Farmer Brown's boy and his traps? Jerry Muskrat sat on the edge of the Big Rock and kicked his heels while he tried to remember. The truth is, Jerry hadn't paid much attention. He had been thinking about other stuff. Plus, it seemed to him that Mother Muskrat was completely ridiculous about a lot of things.</p>

-----

Line 56 (ORIGINAL): <p>“Pooh!” said Jerry, puffing out his chest, “I can handle myself without being tied to my mom's apron strings! So what if Farmer Brown's kid is setting traps around the Smiling Pool? He can't trick your Uncle Jerry. He’s not as clever as he thinks; I can outsmart him any day.” Jerry laughed to himself, recalling how he had once tricked Farmer Brown's kid into believing a big trout was on his hook.</p>

Line 56 (FINAL)   : <p>“Pooh!” said Jerry, puffing out his chest, “I can handle myself without being tied to my mom's apron strings! So what if Farmer Brown's kid is setting traps around the Smiling Pool? He can't trick your Uncle Jerry. He’s not as clever as he thinks; I can outsmart him any day.” Jerry laughed to himself, recalling how he had once tricked Farmer Brown's kid into believing a big trout was on his hook.</p>

-----

Line 57 (ORIGINAL): <p>Slowly, Jerry eased into the Smiling Pool and swam over to his favorite log. Peter Rabbit poked his head over the edge of the bank. “Hey, Jerry,” he shouted, “last night I saw Farmer Brown’s boy heading this way with a bunch of traps. You’d better be careful!”</p>

Line 57 (FINAL)   : <p>Slowly, Jerry eased into the Smiling Pool and swam over to his favorite log. Peter Rabbit poked his head over the edge of the bank. “Hey, Jerry,” he shouted, “last night I saw Farmer Brown’s boy heading this way with a bunch of traps. You’d better be careful!”</p>

-----

Line 58 (ORIGINAL): <p>“Go chase yourself, Peter Rabbit. I suppose I can take care of myself,”  

Line 58 (FINAL)   : <p>“Go chase yourself, Peter Rabbit. I suppose I can take care of myself,”  

-----

Line 59 (ORIGINAL):        replied Jerry, slightly annoyed.</p>

Line 59 (FINAL)   :        replied Jerry, slightly annoyed.</p>

-----

Line 60 (ORIGINAL): <p>Peter made a funny face and headed towards the sweet clover patch. Just as he disappeared from view, Billy Mink and Bobby Coon came down the Laughing Brook together. They looked really excited. When they spotted Jerry Muskrat, they waved him over to where they were, and as soon as he arrived, they both started talking at the same time, and it was all about Farmer Brown's son and his traps.</p>

Line 60 (FINAL)   : <p>Peter made a funny face and headed towards the sweet clover patch. Just as he disappeared from view, Billy Mink and Bobby Coon came down the Laughing Brook together. They looked really excited. When they spotted Jerry Muskrat, they waved him over to where they were, and as soon as he arrived, they both started talking at the same time, and it was all about Farmer Brown's son and his traps.</p>

-----

Line 61 (ORIGINAL): <p>“You should really be careful, Jerry,” warned Billy Mink, who is quite the traveler and has had a lot of experience.</p>

Line 61 (FINAL)   : <p>“You should really be careful, Jerry,” warned Billy Mink, who is quite the traveler and has had a lot of experience.</p>

-----

Line 62 (ORIGINAL): <p>“Oh, I think I can take care of myself,” Jerry said casually, and once again headed toward his favorite log. And what do you think he was thinking about as he swam? He wished he knew what a trap looked like, because despite his bragging, he didn’t even know what to watch out for. As he got closer to his favorite log, something tickled his nose. He stopped swimming to sniff and sniff. Wow, it smelled so good! And it seemed to come straight from the old log. Jerry started swimming as fast as he could. In a few minutes, he climbed onto the old log. Then Jerry rubbed his eyes three times to make sure he was seeing correctly. There were delicious pieces of carrot right in front of him.</p>

Line 62 (FINAL)   : <p>“Oh, I think I can take care of myself,” Jerry said casually, and once again headed toward his favorite log. And what do you think he was thinking about as he swam? He wished he knew what a trap looked like, because despite his bragging, he didn’t even know what to watch out for. As he got closer to his favorite log, something tickled his nose. He stopped swimming to sniff and sniff. Wow, it smelled so good! And it seemed to come straight from the old log. Jerry started swimming as fast as he could. In a few minutes, he climbed onto the old log. Then Jerry rubbed his eyes three times to make sure he was seeing correctly. There were delicious pieces of carrot right in front of him.</p>

-----

Line 63 (ORIGINAL): <p>Now there’s nothing Jerry Muskrat likes more than carrots. So he didn’t stop to think about how it ended up there. He just reached for the nearest piece and ate it. Then he grabbed the next piece and ate that one too. Afterward, he did a little dance out of happiness. When he was completely out of breath, he sat down to rest. Snap! Something grabbed Jerry Muskrat by the tail! Jerry squealed in fear and pain. Oh, it hurt so much! He twisted and turned, but he was stuck and couldn’t see what had him. Then he pulled and pulled until it felt like his tail would rip off. But it didn’t. So he kept pulling, and soon enough, the thing let go so suddenly that Jerry fell headfirst into the water.</p>

Line 63 (FINAL)   : <p>Now there’s nothing Jerry Muskrat likes more than carrots. So he didn’t stop to think about how it ended up there. He just reached for the nearest piece and ate it. Then he grabbed the next piece and ate that one too. Afterward, he did a little dance out of happiness. When he was completely out of breath, he sat down to rest. Snap! Something grabbed Jerry Muskrat by the tail! Jerry squealed in fear and pain. Oh, it hurt so much! He twisted and turned, but he was stuck and couldn’t see what had him. Then he pulled and pulled until it felt like his tail would rip off. But it didn’t. So he kept pulling, and soon enough, the thing let go so suddenly that Jerry fell headfirst into the water.</p>

-----

Line 64 (ORIGINAL): <p>When he got home, Mother Muskrat took care of his sore tail for him. “What did I tell you about traps?” she asked sternly.</p>

Line 64 (FINAL)   : <p>When he got home, Mother Muskrat took care of his sore tail for him. “What did I tell you about traps?” she asked sternly.</p>

-----

Line 65 (ORIGINAL): <p>Jerry stopped crying. “Was that a trap?” he asked. Then he remembered that in his fear he didn't even see it. “Oh, no,” he groaned, “I wouldn't recognize one today if I ran into it.”</p>

Line 65 (FINAL)   : <p>Jerry stopped crying. “Was that a trap?” he asked. Then he remembered that in his fear he didn't even see it. “Oh, no,” he groaned, “I wouldn't recognize one today if I ran into it.”</p>

-----

Line 66 (ORIGINAL): <p><a id="link2HCH0002">

Line 66 (FINAL)   : <p><a id="link2HCH0002">

-----

Line 67 (ORIGINAL): <!--  H2 anchor --> </a></p>

Line 67 (FINAL)   : <!--  H2 anchor --> </a></p>

-----

Line 68 (ORIGINAL): <div style="height: 4em;">

Line 68 (FINAL)   : <div style="height: 4em;">

-----

Line 69 (ORIGINAL): <br/><br/><br/><br/>

Line 69 (FINAL)   : <br/><br/><br/><br/>

-----

Line 70 (ORIGINAL): </div>

Line 70 (FINAL)   : </div>

-----

Line 71 (ORIGINAL): <h2>

Line 71 (FINAL)   : <h2>

-----

Line 72 (ORIGINAL):       CHAPTER II: The Convention At The Big Rock

Line 72 (FINAL)   :       CHAPTER II: The Convention At The Big Rock

-----

Line 73 (ORIGINAL):     </h2>

Line 73 (FINAL)   :     </h2>

-----

Line 74 (ORIGINAL): <p>Jolly round, red Mr. Sun looked down on the Smiling Pool. He was so interested in what he saw that he almost forgot to keep climbing up into the blue sky. What do you think it was? It was a gathering at the Big Rock, the strangest meeting he had ever seen. Your dad would say it was a mass meeting of frustrated citizens. Maybe it was, but that’s a pretty long term. Anyway, Mother Muskrat said it was a gathering, and she should know, since she was the one who called it.</p>

Line 74 (FINAL)   : <p>Jolly round, red Mr. Sun looked down on the Smiling Pool. He was so interested in what he saw that he almost forgot to keep climbing up into the blue sky. What do you think it was? It was a gathering at the Big Rock, the strangest meeting he had ever seen. Your dad would say it was a mass meeting of frustrated citizens. Maybe it was, but that’s a pretty long term. Anyway, Mother Muskrat said it was a gathering, and she should know, since she was the one who called it.</p>

-----

Line 75 (ORIGINAL): <p>Of course Jerry Muskrat was there, along with his uncles, aunts, and all his cousins. Billy Mink was there too, along with all his family, even old Grandfather Mink, who has lost most of his teeth and is a bit hard of hearing.</p>

Line 75 (FINAL)   : <p>Of course Jerry Muskrat was there, along with his uncles, aunts, and all his cousins. Billy Mink was there too, along with all his family, even old Grandfather Mink, who has lost most of his teeth and is a bit hard of hearing.</p>

-----

Line 76 (ORIGINAL): <p>Little Joe Otter was there, with his mom, dad, and all his relatives, even his third cousins. Bobby Coon was also there, and he had brought every Coon he knew who had ever fished in the Smiling Pool or along the Laughing Brook. And everyone looked very serious, very serious indeed.</p>

Line 76 (FINAL)   : <p>Little Joe Otter was there, with his mom, dad, and all his relatives, even his third cousins. Bobby Coon was also there, and he had brought every Coon he knew who had ever fished in the Smiling Pool or along the Laughing Brook. And everyone looked very serious, very serious indeed.</p>

-----

Line 77 (ORIGINAL): <p>When the last one arrived, Mother Muskrat climbed up on the Big Rock and called Jerry Muskrat to join her, so everyone could see him. Then she began to speak. “Friends of the Smiling Pool and Laughing Brook,” Mrs. Muskrat started, “I’ve gathered you here to show you what happened to my son Jerry and to ask for your advice.” She paused and pointed to Jerry's injured tail. “What do you think caused that?” she asked.</p>

Line 77 (FINAL)   : <p>When the last one arrived, Mother Muskrat climbed up on the Big Rock and called Jerry Muskrat to join her, so everyone could see him. Then she began to speak. “Friends of the Smiling Pool and Laughing Brook,” Mrs. Muskrat started, “I’ve gathered you here to show you what happened to my son Jerry and to ask for your advice.” She paused and pointed to Jerry's injured tail. “What do you think caused that?” she asked.</p>

-----

Line 78 (ORIGINAL): <p>“Jerry's probably been in a fight and lost,” said Bobby Coon to his neighbor, because Bobby Coon is a clumsy young troublemaker and doesn’t always show the right amount of respect to those around him.</p>

Line 78 (FINAL)   : <p>“Jerry's probably been in a fight and lost,” said Bobby Coon to his neighbor, because Bobby Coon is a clumsy young troublemaker and doesn’t always show the right amount of respect to those around him.</p>

-----

Line 79 (ORIGINAL): <p>Mrs. Muskrat glared at him because she had overheard the comment. Then she raised one hand to signal for silence. “Friends, it was a trap—a trap set by Farmer Brown's son! A trap to catch you, me, and our kids!” she said seriously. “It's no longer safe for our little ones to play around the Smiling Pool or along the Laughing Brook. What are we going to do about this?”</p>

Line 79 (FINAL)   : <p>Mrs. Muskrat glared at him because she had overheard the comment. Then she raised one hand to signal for silence. “Friends, it was a trap—a trap set by Farmer Brown's son! A trap to catch you, me, and our kids!” she said seriously. “It's no longer safe for our little ones to play around the Smiling Pool or along the Laughing Brook. What are we going to do about this?”</p>

-----

Line 80 (ORIGINAL): <p>Everybody stared at each other in shock. Then everyone started talking at once, and if Farmer Brown's boy could have heard everything they said about him, his face would have definitely turned beet red. In fact, I'm afraid it might have burned. What a scene! Everyone had a different opinion, and no one would listen to anyone else. Old Mr. Mink lost his cool and called Grandpa Otter a nosy know-it-all. It looked like the gathering was about to end in a nasty argument. Then Mr. Coon climbed up on the Big Rock and banged a stick to get everyone to quiet down.</p>

Line 80 (FINAL)   : <p>Everybody stared at each other in shock. Then everyone started talking at once, and if Farmer Brown's boy could have heard everything they said about him, his face would have definitely turned beet red. In fact, I'm afraid it might have burned. What a scene! Everyone had a different opinion, and no one would listen to anyone else. Old Mr. Mink lost his cool and called Grandpa Otter a nosy know-it-all. It looked like the gathering was about to end in a nasty argument. Then Mr. Coon climbed up on the Big Rock and banged a stick to get everyone to quiet down.</p>

-----

Line 81 (ORIGINAL): <p>“I propose,” he said, “that since we can’t come to an agreement, we should tell Great-Grandfather Frog about the danger and ask for his advice, because he is very old and wise and remembers when the world was young. All in favor, please raise your right hands.”</p>

Line 81 (FINAL)   : <p>“I propose,” he said, “that since we can’t come to an agreement, we should tell Great-Grandfather Frog about the danger and ask for his advice, because he is very old and wise and remembers when the world was young. All in favor, please raise your right hands.”</p>

-----

Line 82 (ORIGINAL): <p>At that moment, the air was filled with hands, and everyone was friendly again. So, it was decided to call in Great-Grandfather Frog.</p>

Line 82 (FINAL)   : <p>At that moment, the air was filled with hands, and everyone was friendly again. So, it was decided to call in Great-Grandfather Frog.</p>

-----

Line 83 (ORIGINAL): <p><a id="link2HCH0003">

Line 83 (FINAL)   : <p><a id="link2HCH0003">

-----

Line 84 (ORIGINAL): <!--  H2 anchor --> </a></p>

Line 84 (FINAL)   : <!--  H2 anchor --> </a></p>

-----

Line 85 (ORIGINAL): <div style="height: 4em;">

Line 85 (FINAL)   : <div style="height: 4em;">

-----

Line 86 (ORIGINAL): <br/><br/><br/><br/>

Line 86 (FINAL)   : <br/><br/><br/><br/>

-----

Line 87 (ORIGINAL): </div>

Line 87 (FINAL)   : </div>

-----

Line 88 (ORIGINAL): <h2>

Line 88 (FINAL)   : <h2>

-----

Line 89 (ORIGINAL):       CHAPTER III: The Oracle Of The Smiling Pool

Line 89 (FINAL)   :       CHAPTER III: The Oracle Of The Smiling Pool

-----

Line 90 (ORIGINAL):     </h2>

Line 90 (FINAL)   :     </h2>

-----

Line 91 (ORIGINAL): <p>Grandfather Frog lounged on his big green lily pad with his eyes half-closed, looking as if he had no clue about the meeting at the Big Rock. But he actually did know, because not much happens around the Smiling Pool that he doesn’t see or at least hear about. The Merry Little Breezes, skimming here, there, and everywhere, kept him updated on everything going on, so when he spotted Jerry Muskrat and Little Joe Otter swimming toward him, he was aware of their purpose. Still, he acted really surprised when Jerry Muskrat politely said, “Good morning, Grandfather Frog.”</p>

Line 91 (FINAL)   : <p>Grandfather Frog lounged on his big green lily pad with his eyes half-closed, looking as if he had no clue about the meeting at the Big Rock. But he actually did know, because not much happens around the Smiling Pool that he doesn’t see or at least hear about. The Merry Little Breezes, skimming here, there, and everywhere, kept him updated on everything going on, so when he spotted Jerry Muskrat and Little Joe Otter swimming toward him, he was aware of their purpose. Still, he acted really surprised when Jerry Muskrat politely said, “Good morning, Grandfather Frog.”</p>

-----

Line 92 (ORIGINAL): <p>“Good morning, Jerry Muskrat. You're up bright and early today,” replied Grandfather Frog.</p>

Line 92 (FINAL)   : <p>“Good morning, Jerry Muskrat. You're up bright and early today,” replied Grandfather Frog.</p>

-----

Line 93 (ORIGINAL): <p>“If you don’t mind, they're looking for you at the Big Rock,” Jerry said.</p>

Line 93 (FINAL)   : <p>“If you don’t mind, they're looking for you at the Big Rock,” Jerry said.</p>

-----

Line 94 (ORIGINAL): <p>Grandfather Frog's eyes sparkled, but he made his voice deep and gruff as he replied: “Chugarum! You're a trickster, Jerry Muskrat, and Little Joe Otter is too. What prank are you trying to pull on me now?”</p>

Line 94 (FINAL)   : <p>Grandfather Frog's eyes sparkled, but he made his voice deep and gruff as he replied: “Chugarum! You're a trickster, Jerry Muskrat, and Little Joe Otter is too. What prank are you trying to pull on me now?”</p>

-----

Line 95 (ORIGINAL): <p>Jerry Muskrat and Little Joe Otter looked a bit guilty because they were always trying to prank Grandfather Frog. “Honestly, Grandfather Frog, there’s no trick this time,” said Jerry. “There’s a meeting at the Big Rock to figure out how to stop Farmer Brown's boy from setting traps around the Smiling Pool and along the Laughing Brook, and everyone wants your advice since you're so old and wise. Please come.”</p>

Line 95 (FINAL)   : <p>Jerry Muskrat and Little Joe Otter looked a bit guilty because they were always trying to prank Grandfather Frog. “Honestly, Grandfather Frog, there’s no trick this time,” said Jerry. “There’s a meeting at the Big Rock to figure out how to stop Farmer Brown's boy from setting traps around the Smiling Pool and along the Laughing Brook, and everyone wants your advice since you're so old and wise. Please come.”</p>

-----

Line 96 (ORIGINAL): <p>Grandfather Frog adjusted his white and yellow waistcoat and pretended to think the situation over very seriously, while Jerry and Little Joe fidgeted impatiently. Finally, he spoke.</p>

Line 96 (FINAL)   : <p>Grandfather Frog adjusted his white and yellow waistcoat and pretended to think the situation over very seriously, while Jerry and Little Joe fidgeted impatiently. Finally, he spoke.</p>

-----

Line 97 (ORIGINAL): <p>“I’m really old, just like you said, Jerry Muskrat, and it’s a long way to the Big Rock.”</p>

Line 97 (FINAL)   : <p>“I’m really old, just like you said, Jerry Muskrat, and it’s a long way to the Big Rock.”</p>

-----

Line 98 (ORIGINAL): <p>“Climb on my back and I’ll take you over there,” said Jerry eagerly.</p>

Line 98 (FINAL)   : <p>“Climb on my back and I’ll take you over there,” said Jerry eagerly.</p>

-----

Line 99 (ORIGINAL): <p>“I'm worried that you'll tip me over,” replied Grandfather Frog.</p>

Line 99 (FINAL)   : <p>“I'm worried that you'll tip me over,” replied Grandfather Frog.</p>

-----

Line 100 (ORIGINAL): <p>“No, I won't; just try me and see,” Jerry pleaded.</p>

Line 100 (FINAL)   : <p>“No, I won't; just try me and see,” Jerry pleaded.</p>

-----

Line 101 (ORIGINAL): <p>So Grandfather Frog hopped onto Jerry Muskrat's back, and Jerry headed for the Big Rock as quickly as he could. When all the Minks, Otters, Raccoons, and Muskrats saw them coming, they cheered loudly, because Grandfather Frog is sometimes known as the oracle of the Smiling Pool. You know an oracle is someone who is very wise.</p>

Line 101 (FINAL)   : <p>So Grandfather Frog hopped onto Jerry Muskrat's back, and Jerry headed for the Big Rock as quickly as he could. When all the Minks, Otters, Raccoons, and Muskrats saw them coming, they cheered loudly, because Grandfather Frog is sometimes known as the oracle of the Smiling Pool. You know an oracle is someone who is very wise.</p>

-----

Line 102 (ORIGINAL): <p>Bobby Coon helped Grandfather Frog onto the Big Rock, and once he was settled in comfortably, Mrs. Muskrat told him everything about Farmer Brown's boy and his traps, including how Jerry got caught by the tail, and she finished by asking for his advice, since they all knew he was very wise.</p>

Line 102 (FINAL)   : <p>Bobby Coon helped Grandfather Frog onto the Big Rock, and once he was settled in comfortably, Mrs. Muskrat told him everything about Farmer Brown's boy and his traps, including how Jerry got caught by the tail, and she finished by asking for his advice, since they all knew he was very wise.</p>

-----

Line 103 (ORIGINAL): <p>When she said this, Grandfather Frog puffed himself up until it looked like his white and yellow vest would definitely burst. He sat very still for a while, staring straight at the cheerful, round, red Mr. Sun without blinking. Then he spoke in a deep voice.</p>

Line 103 (FINAL)   : <p>When she said this, Grandfather Frog puffed himself up until it looked like his white and yellow vest would definitely burst. He sat very still for a while, staring straight at the cheerful, round, red Mr. Sun without blinking. Then he spoke in a deep voice.</p>

-----

Line 104 (ORIGINAL): <p>“Tomorrow morning at sunrise, I’ll tell you what to do,” he said. And they couldn’t get another word out of him.</p>

Line 104 (FINAL)   : <p>“Tomorrow morning at sunrise, I’ll tell you what to do,” he said. And they couldn’t get another word out of him.</p>

-----

Line 105 (ORIGINAL): <p><a id="link2HCH0004">

Line 105 (FINAL)   : <p><a id="link2HCH0004">

-----

Line 106 (ORIGINAL): <!--  H2 anchor --> </a></p>

Line 106 (FINAL)   : <!--  H2 anchor --> </a></p>

-----

Line 107 (ORIGINAL): <div style="height: 4em;">

Line 107 (FINAL)   : <div style="height: 4em;">

-----

Line 108 (ORIGINAL): <br/><br/><br/><br/>

Line 108 (FINAL)   : <br/><br/><br/><br/>

-----

Line 109 (ORIGINAL): </div>

Line 109 (FINAL)   : </div>

-----

Line 110 (ORIGINAL): <h2>

Line 110 (FINAL)   : <h2>

-----

Line 111 (ORIGINAL):       CHAPTER IV: Grandfather Frog's Plan

Line 111 (FINAL)   :       CHAPTER IV: Grandfather Frog's Plan

-----

Line 112 (ORIGINAL):     </h2>

Line 112 (FINAL)   :     </h2>

-----

Line 113 (ORIGINAL): <p>Just as Old Mother West Wind and her Merry Little Breezes came down from the Purple Hills, and jolly, round, red Mr. Sun tossed off his nightcap and started his daily climb up in the blue sky, Great-Grandfather Frog hopped up on the Big Rock in the Smiling Pool. Even though it was early, all the little creatures who live along the Laughing Brook and around the Smiling Pool were there waiting for him. Bobby Coon had discovered two traps set by Farmer Brown's boy, and Billy Mink had nearly stepped into a third. No one felt safe anymore, but no one knew what to do. So they all waited for the wise advice of Great-Grandfather Frog, who, you know, is considered very, very wise.</p>

Line 113 (FINAL)   : <p>Just as Old Mother West Wind and her Merry Little Breezes came down from the Purple Hills, and jolly, round, red Mr. Sun tossed off his nightcap and started his daily climb up in the blue sky, Great-Grandfather Frog hopped up on the Big Rock in the Smiling Pool. Even though it was early, all the little creatures who live along the Laughing Brook and around the Smiling Pool were there waiting for him. Bobby Coon had discovered two traps set by Farmer Brown's boy, and Billy Mink had nearly stepped into a third. No one felt safe anymore, but no one knew what to do. So they all waited for the wise advice of Great-Grandfather Frog, who, you know, is considered very, very wise.</p>

-----

Line 114 (ORIGINAL): <p>Grandfather Frog cleared his throat. “Chugarum!” he said. “You need to find all the traps that Farmer Brown's boy has set.”</p>

Line 114 (FINAL)   : <p>Grandfather Frog cleared his throat. “Chugarum!” he said. “You need to find all the traps that Farmer Brown's boy has set.”</p>

-----

Line 115 (ORIGINAL): <p>“How are we going to do this?” asked Bobby Coon.</p>

Line 115 (FINAL)   : <p>“How are we going to do this?” asked Bobby Coon.</p>

-----

Line 116 (ORIGINAL): <p>“By looking for them,” replied Grandfather Frog sharply.</p>

Line 116 (FINAL)   : <p>“By looking for them,” replied Grandfather Frog sharply.</p>

-----

Line 117 (ORIGINAL): <p>Bobby Coon looked silly and quickly hid behind his mom.</p>

Line 117 (FINAL)   : <p>Bobby Coon looked silly and quickly hid behind his mom.</p>

-----

Line 118 (ORIGINAL): <p>“All the raccoons and all the minks need to search along the banks of the Laughing Brook, and all the muskrats and all the otters must search along the banks of the Smiling Pool. You have to use your eyes and noses. When you find food in places you’ve never found it before, be careful! When you catch the first whiff of the human scent, be careful! Billy Mink, you’re small and quick, and your eyesight is sharp. Stay here on the Big Rock until you see Farmer Brown's boy coming. Then go hide in the bulrushes where you can watch him, but he can’t see you. Follow him wherever he goes around the Smiling Pool or along the Laughing Brook. Without knowing it, he will show you where every trap is hidden.”</p>

Line 118 (FINAL)   : <p>“All the raccoons and all the minks need to search along the banks of the Laughing Brook, and all the muskrats and all the otters must search along the banks of the Smiling Pool. You have to use your eyes and noses. When you find food in places you’ve never found it before, be careful! When you catch the first whiff of the human scent, be careful! Billy Mink, you’re small and quick, and your eyesight is sharp. Stay here on the Big Rock until you see Farmer Brown's boy coming. Then go hide in the bulrushes where you can watch him, but he can’t see you. Follow him wherever he goes around the Smiling Pool or along the Laughing Brook. Without knowing it, he will show you where every trap is hidden.”</p>

-----

Line 119 (ORIGINAL): <p>“When all the traps have been found, drop a stick or a stone in each one. That will trigger them, and then they’ll be safe. After that, you can bury them deep in the mud. But don’t eat any of the food until you’ve set off all the traps, because there’s a good chance you'll get caught. Once all the traps are sprung, why not gather all the tasty things you find around them and take them to the Big Rock for a big feast?”</p>

Line 119 (FINAL)   : <p>“When all the traps have been found, drop a stick or a stone in each one. That will trigger them, and then they’ll be safe. After that, you can bury them deep in the mud. But don’t eat any of the food until you’ve set off all the traps, because there’s a good chance you'll get caught. Once all the traps are sprung, why not gather all the tasty things you find around them and take them to the Big Rock for a big feast?”</p>

-----

Line 120 (ORIGINAL): <p>“Yay for Grandfather Frog! That's an awesome idea!” shouted Little Joe Otter, doing a somersault in the water.</p>

Line 120 (FINAL)   : <p>“Yay for Grandfather Frog! That's an awesome idea!” shouted Little Joe Otter, doing a somersault in the water.</p>

-----

Line 121 (ORIGINAL): <p>Everyone agreed with Little Joe Otter, and they quickly started to come up with a plan for a big hunt for Farmer Brown's boy's traps. The Muskrats and Otters began searching along the banks of the Smiling Pool, while the Coons and the Minks, except for Billy, headed towards the Laughing Brook. Billy climbed up on the Big Rock to keep an eye out, and Grandfather Frog slowly swam back to his big green lily pad to wait for some careless green flies for his breakfast.</p>

Line 121 (FINAL)   : <p>Everyone agreed with Little Joe Otter, and they quickly started to come up with a plan for a big hunt for Farmer Brown's boy's traps. The Muskrats and Otters began searching along the banks of the Smiling Pool, while the Coons and the Minks, except for Billy, headed towards the Laughing Brook. Billy climbed up on the Big Rock to keep an eye out, and Grandfather Frog slowly swam back to his big green lily pad to wait for some careless green flies for his breakfast.</p>

-----

Line 122 (ORIGINAL): <p><a id="link2HCH0005">

Line 122 (FINAL)   : <p><a id="link2HCH0005">

-----

Line 123 (ORIGINAL): <!--  H2 anchor --> </a></p>

Line 123 (FINAL)   : <!--  H2 anchor --> </a></p>

-----

Line 124 (ORIGINAL): <div style="height: 4em;">

Line 124 (FINAL)   : <div style="height: 4em;">

-----

Line 125 (ORIGINAL): <br/><br/><br/><br/>

Line 125 (FINAL)   : <br/><br/><br/><br/>

-----

Line 126 (ORIGINAL): </div>

Line 126 (FINAL)   : </div>

-----

Line 127 (ORIGINAL): <h2>

Line 127 (FINAL)   : <h2>

-----

Line 128 (ORIGINAL):       CHAPTER V: A Busy Day At The Smiling Pool

Line 128 (FINAL)   :       CHAPTER V: A Busy Day At The Smiling Pool

-----

Line 129 (ORIGINAL):     </h2>

Line 129 (FINAL)   :     </h2>

-----

Line 130 (ORIGINAL): <p>Everybody was excited. Yes, everyone in the Smiling Pool and along the Laughing Brook was just brimming with excitement. Even Spotty the Turtle, who usually takes everything so calmly that some think he’s slow, climbed up to the highest point of an old log to see what was happening. Only Grandfather Frog, sitting on his big green lily pad and watching for foolish green flies for his breakfast, seemed unaware that something unusual was happening. In reality, he was just as excited as everyone else, but because he is very old and considered very, very wise, he couldn't let it show.</p>

Line 130 (FINAL)   : <p>Everybody was excited. Yes, everyone in the Smiling Pool and along the Laughing Brook was just brimming with excitement. Even Spotty the Turtle, who usually takes everything so calmly that some think he’s slow, climbed up to the highest point of an old log to see what was happening. Only Grandfather Frog, sitting on his big green lily pad and watching for foolish green flies for his breakfast, seemed unaware that something unusual was happening. In reality, he was just as excited as everyone else, but because he is very old and considered very, very wise, he couldn't let it show.</p>

-----

Line 131 (ORIGINAL): <p>What was it all about? Well, all the Minks, Coons, Otters, and Muskrats, who live and play around the Smiling Pool and the Laughing Brook, were looking for traps. Yes, they were searching for traps set by Farmer Brown's boy, just as Grandfather Frog had told them to.</p>

Line 131 (FINAL)   : <p>What was it all about? Well, all the Minks, Coons, Otters, and Muskrats, who live and play around the Smiling Pool and the Laughing Brook, were looking for traps. Yes, they were searching for traps set by Farmer Brown's boy, just as Grandfather Frog had told them to.</p>

-----

Line 132 (ORIGINAL): <p>Jerry Muskrat and Little Joe Otter were out hunting together. They were swimming near the shore right where the Laughing Brook flows out of the Smiling Pool when Jerry scrunched up his funny little nose and stopped swimming. Sniff, sniff, sniff, went Jerry Muskrat. Then a few chilly shivers ran down his back and all the way to the tip of his tail.</p>

Line 132 (FINAL)   : <p>Jerry Muskrat and Little Joe Otter were out hunting together. They were swimming near the shore right where the Laughing Brook flows out of the Smiling Pool when Jerry scrunched up his funny little nose and stopped swimming. Sniff, sniff, sniff, went Jerry Muskrat. Then a few chilly shivers ran down his back and all the way to the tip of his tail.</p>

-----

Line 133 (ORIGINAL): <p>“What is it?” asked Little Joe Otter.</p>

Line 133 (FINAL)   : <p>“What is it?” asked Little Joe Otter.</p>

-----

Line 134 (ORIGINAL): <p>“It's the man-smell,” whispered Jerry.</p>

Line 134 (FINAL)   : <p>“It's the man-smell,” whispered Jerry.</p>

-----

Line 135 (ORIGINAL): <p>Just then, Little Joe Otter took a deep sniff. “Wow, I smell fish!” he exclaimed, his eyes shining, and headed toward the source of the smell. He swam quicker than Jerry, and in a minute he yelled out in excitement.</p>

Line 135 (FINAL)   : <p>Just then, Little Joe Otter took a deep sniff. “Wow, I smell fish!” he exclaimed, his eyes shining, and headed toward the source of the smell. He swam quicker than Jerry, and in a minute he yelled out in excitement.</p>

-----

Line 136 (ORIGINAL): <p>“Hey, Jerry! Someone left a fish on the bank: What a treat!”</p>

Line 136 (FINAL)   : <p>“Hey, Jerry! Someone left a fish on the bank: What a treat!”</p>

-----

Line 137 (ORIGINAL): <p>Jerry swam as fast as he could, his eyes wide with fear, because the closer he got, the stronger that awful smell of man became. “Don't touch it,” he shouted, panting. “Don't touch it, Joe Otter!”</p>

Line 137 (FINAL)   : <p>Jerry swam as fast as he could, his eyes wide with fear, because the closer he got, the stronger that awful smell of man became. “Don't touch it,” he shouted, panting. “Don't touch it, Joe Otter!”</p>

-----

Line 138 (ORIGINAL): <p>Little Joe laughed. “What’s wrong, Jerry? Are you scared I’ll eat it all before you get here?” he asked, reaching for the fish.</p>

Line 138 (FINAL)   : <p>Little Joe laughed. “What’s wrong, Jerry? Are you scared I’ll eat it all before you get here?” he asked, reaching for the fish.</p>

-----

Line 139 (ORIGINAL): <p>“Stop!” yelled Jerry, and pushed Little Joe just as he was about to touch the fish.</p>

Line 139 (FINAL)   : <p>“Stop!” yelled Jerry, and pushed Little Joe just as he was about to touch the fish.</p>

-----

Line 140 (ORIGINAL): <p>Snap! A pair of sharp steel jaws snapped shut and caught Little Joe Otter by a toe claw. If it hadn't been for Jerry's push, he would have been caught by his whole foot.</p>

Line 140 (FINAL)   : <p>Snap! A pair of sharp steel jaws snapped shut and caught Little Joe Otter by a toe claw. If it hadn't been for Jerry's push, he would have been caught by his whole foot.</p>

-----

Line 141 (ORIGINAL): <p>“Oh! Oh! Oh!” cried Little Joe Otter.</p>

Line 141 (FINAL)   : <p>“Oh! Oh! Oh!” cried Little Joe Otter.</p>

-----

Line 142 (ORIGINAL): <p>“Next time, I guess you'll remember what Grandfather Frog said about being careful when you find food in places it wasn't before,” said Jerry, as he helped Little Joe get free from the trap. But he left the claw behind and ended up with a really sore toe as a result. Then they buried the trap deep in the mud and began searching for another one.</p>

Line 142 (FINAL)   : <p>“Next time, I guess you'll remember what Grandfather Frog said about being careful when you find food in places it wasn't before,” said Jerry, as he helped Little Joe get free from the trap. But he left the claw behind and ended up with a really sore toe as a result. Then they buried the trap deep in the mud and began searching for another one.</p>

-----

Line 143 (ORIGINAL): <p>All around the Smiling Pool and along the Laughing Brook, their cousins, uncles, aunts, and friends were just as busy. Every now and then, someone would have a close call just like Little Joe Otter. Meanwhile, up at the farmhouse, Farmer Brown's boy was busy planning what he would do with the pelts of the little animals he was sure he would catch in his traps.</p>

Line 143 (FINAL)   : <p>All around the Smiling Pool and along the Laughing Brook, their cousins, uncles, aunts, and friends were just as busy. Every now and then, someone would have a close call just like Little Joe Otter. Meanwhile, up at the farmhouse, Farmer Brown's boy was busy planning what he would do with the pelts of the little animals he was sure he would catch in his traps.</p>

-----

Line 144 (ORIGINAL): <p><a id="link2HCH0006">

Line 144 (FINAL)   : <p><a id="link2HCH0006">

-----

Line 145 (ORIGINAL): <!--  H2 anchor --> </a></p>

Line 145 (FINAL)   : <!--  H2 anchor --> </a></p>

-----

Line 146 (ORIGINAL): <div style="height: 4em;">

Line 146 (FINAL)   : <div style="height: 4em;">

-----

Line 147 (ORIGINAL): <br/><br/><br/><br/>

Line 147 (FINAL)   : <br/><br/><br/><br/>

-----

Line 148 (ORIGINAL): </div>

Line 148 (FINAL)   : </div>

-----

Line 149 (ORIGINAL): <h2>

Line 149 (FINAL)   : <h2>

-----

Line 150 (ORIGINAL):       CHAPTER VI: Farmer Brown's Boy Is Puzzled

Line 150 (FINAL)   :       CHAPTER VI: Farmer Brown's Boy Is Puzzled

-----

Line 151 (ORIGINAL):     </h2>

Line 151 (FINAL)   :     </h2>

-----

Line 152 (ORIGINAL): <p>Farmer Brown's son was whistling happily as he walked across the Green Meadows. The Cheerful Little Breezes noticed him and rushed over to the Smiling Pool to inform Billy Mink. Farmer Brown's son was coming to check his traps. He was pretty sure he would find Billy Mink, Little Joe Otter, Jerry Muskrat, or maybe Bobby Coon.</p>

Line 152 (FINAL)   : <p>Farmer Brown's son was whistling happily as he walked across the Green Meadows. The Cheerful Little Breezes noticed him and rushed over to the Smiling Pool to inform Billy Mink. Farmer Brown's son was coming to check his traps. He was pretty sure he would find Billy Mink, Little Joe Otter, Jerry Muskrat, or maybe Bobby Coon.</p>

-----

Line 153 (ORIGINAL): <p>Billy Mink was sitting on top of the Big Rock. He saw the Merry Little Breezes racing across the Green Meadows, and behind them, he spotted Farmer Brown's boy. Billy Mink dove headfirst into the Smiling Pool. Then he swam over to Jerry Muskrat's house and warned Jerry. Together, they searched for Little Joe Otter, and then the three little troublemakers in brown hid in the bulrushes, where they could keep an eye on Farmer Brown's boy.</p>

Line 153 (FINAL)   : <p>Billy Mink was sitting on top of the Big Rock. He saw the Merry Little Breezes racing across the Green Meadows, and behind them, he spotted Farmer Brown's boy. Billy Mink dove headfirst into the Smiling Pool. Then he swam over to Jerry Muskrat's house and warned Jerry. Together, they searched for Little Joe Otter, and then the three little troublemakers in brown hid in the bulrushes, where they could keep an eye on Farmer Brown's boy.</p>

-----

Line 154 (ORIGINAL): <p>The first place Farmer Brown's boy went was Jerry Muskrat's old log.  

Line 154 (FINAL)   : <p>The first place Farmer Brown's boy went was Jerry Muskrat's old log.  

-----

Line 155 (ORIGINAL):       Very carefully, he looked over the edge of the bank. The trap was gone!</p>

Line 155 (FINAL)   :       Very carefully, he looked over the edge of the bank. The trap was gone!</p>

-----

Line 156 (ORIGINAL): <p>“Yay!” yelled Farmer Brown's boy. He was really excited as he grabbed the end of the chain that was attached to the old log. He was convinced he had finally caught Jerry Muskrat. When he pulled up the trap, it was empty. Between the jaws were a few hairs and a little bit of skin that Jerry Muskrat left behind when he triggered the trap with his tail.</p>

Line 156 (FINAL)   : <p>“Yay!” yelled Farmer Brown's boy. He was really excited as he grabbed the end of the chain that was attached to the old log. He was convinced he had finally caught Jerry Muskrat. When he pulled up the trap, it was empty. Between the jaws were a few hairs and a little bit of skin that Jerry Muskrat left behind when he triggered the trap with his tail.</p>

-----

Line 157 (ORIGINAL): <p>Farmer Brown's boy felt let down. “Well, I'll get him tomorrow, anyway,” he said to himself. Then he moved on to his next trap; it was nowhere to be found. When he pulled the chain, he was so excited that he shook. The trap didn't come up right away. He pulled and pulled, and then suddenly it came up, all covered in mud. Inside was a little claw from Little Joe Otter. Very carefully, Farmer Brown's boy reset the trap. If he could have looked over at the bulrushes and seen Little Joe Otter, Billy Mink, and Jerry Muskrat watching him, giggling and having fun, he wouldn’t have been so sure that he would catch Little Joe Otter next time.</p>

Line 157 (FINAL)   : <p>Farmer Brown's boy felt let down. “Well, I'll get him tomorrow, anyway,” he said to himself. Then he moved on to his next trap; it was nowhere to be found. When he pulled the chain, he was so excited that he shook. The trap didn't come up right away. He pulled and pulled, and then suddenly it came up, all covered in mud. Inside was a little claw from Little Joe Otter. Very carefully, Farmer Brown's boy reset the trap. If he could have looked over at the bulrushes and seen Little Joe Otter, Billy Mink, and Jerry Muskrat watching him, giggling and having fun, he wouldn’t have been so sure that he would catch Little Joe Otter next time.</p>

-----

Line 158 (ORIGINAL): <p>All around the Smiling Pool and up and down the Laughing Brook, Farmer Brown's boy trudged, and every trap he found was triggered and buried in the mud. By this point, he had stopped whistling, and a confused frown was on his freckled face. What could it mean? Could another boy have discovered all his traps and played a prank by triggering them? The more he thought about it, the more confused he became. You see, he didn't know anything about the busy day the Minks, Otters, Muskrats, and Coons had the day before.</p>

Line 158 (FINAL)   : <p>All around the Smiling Pool and up and down the Laughing Brook, Farmer Brown's boy trudged, and every trap he found was triggered and buried in the mud. By this point, he had stopped whistling, and a confused frown was on his freckled face. What could it mean? Could another boy have discovered all his traps and played a prank by triggering them? The more he thought about it, the more confused he became. You see, he didn't know anything about the busy day the Minks, Otters, Muskrats, and Coons had the day before.</p>

-----

Line 159 (ORIGINAL): <p>Old Grandfather Frog, sitting on his big green lily pad, smoothed his white and yellow vest and winked up at cheerful, round, red Mr. Sun as Farmer Brown's son walked across the Green Meadows.</p>

Line 159 (FINAL)   : <p>Old Grandfather Frog, sitting on his big green lily pad, smoothed his white and yellow vest and winked up at cheerful, round, red Mr. Sun as Farmer Brown's son walked across the Green Meadows.</p>

-----

Line 160 (ORIGINAL): <p>“Chugarum!” said Grandfather Frog, as he snapped up a foolish green fly.  

Line 160 (FINAL)   : <p>“Chugarum!” said Grandfather Frog, as he snapped up a foolish green fly.  

-----

Line 161 (ORIGINAL):       “It won’t help you at all to set those traps again!”</p>

Line 161 (FINAL)   :       “It won’t help you at all to set those traps again!”</p>

-----

Line 162 (ORIGINAL): <p>Then Grandfather Frog called to Billy Mink and sent him to tell all the other little creatures of the Smiling Pool and the Laughing Brook that they needed to hurry and reset all the traps again like they had done before.</p>

Line 162 (FINAL)   : <p>Then Grandfather Frog called to Billy Mink and sent him to tell all the other little creatures of the Smiling Pool and the Laughing Brook that they needed to hurry and reset all the traps again like they had done before.</p>

-----

Line 163 (ORIGINAL): <p>This time it was easy because they knew exactly where the traps were, so all day long they dropped sticks and stones into the traps and set them off again. Then they got ready for a big feast with all the delicious food that Farmer Brown's boy had left scattered around the traps.</p>

Line 163 (FINAL)   : <p>This time it was easy because they knew exactly where the traps were, so all day long they dropped sticks and stones into the traps and set them off again. Then they got ready for a big feast with all the delicious food that Farmer Brown's boy had left scattered around the traps.</p>

-----

Line 164 (ORIGINAL): <p><a id="link2HCH0007">

Line 164 (FINAL)   : <p><a id="link2HCH0007">

-----

Line 165 (ORIGINAL): <!--  H2 anchor --> </a></p>

Line 165 (FINAL)   : <!--  H2 anchor --> </a></p>

-----

Line 166 (ORIGINAL): <div style="height: 4em;">

Line 166 (FINAL)   : <div style="height: 4em;">

-----

Line 167 (ORIGINAL): <br/><br/><br/><br/>

Line 167 (FINAL)   : <br/><br/><br/><br/>

-----

Line 168 (ORIGINAL): </div>

Line 168 (FINAL)   : </div>

-----

Line 169 (ORIGINAL): <h2>

Line 169 (FINAL)   : <h2>

-----

Line 170 (ORIGINAL):       CHAPTER VII: Jerry Muskrat Makes A Discovery

Line 170 (FINAL)   :       CHAPTER VII: Jerry Muskrat Makes A Discovery

-----

Line 171 (ORIGINAL):     </h2>

Line 171 (FINAL)   :     </h2>

-----

Line 172 (ORIGINAL): <p>The beautiful spring had brought a lot of joy to the Smiling Pool, just like it had to the Green Meadows and the Green Forest. Great-Grandfather Frog, who had slept through the long winter in his special bed deep in the mud, woke up with an appetite so huge that for a while it seemed like he could only think about his stomach. Jerry Muskrat had caught the spring fever and had been exploring up and down the Laughing Brook, checking out all sorts of places just for the fun of discovering new things. Little Joe Otter was having more fun than ever, if that was even possible. Mr. and Mrs. Redwing had returned to the bulrushes from their winter home down in the warm South. Everyone was happy, as happy as could be.</p>

Line 172 (FINAL)   : <p>The beautiful spring had brought a lot of joy to the Smiling Pool, just like it had to the Green Meadows and the Green Forest. Great-Grandfather Frog, who had slept through the long winter in his special bed deep in the mud, woke up with an appetite so huge that for a while it seemed like he could only think about his stomach. Jerry Muskrat had caught the spring fever and had been exploring up and down the Laughing Brook, checking out all sorts of places just for the fun of discovering new things. Little Joe Otter was having more fun than ever, if that was even possible. Mr. and Mrs. Redwing had returned to the bulrushes from their winter home down in the warm South. Everyone was happy, as happy as could be.</p>

-----

Line 173 (ORIGINAL): <p>One sunny morning, Jerry Muskrat was sitting on the Big Rock in the middle of the Smiling Pool, just thinking about how happy everyone was and laughing at Little Joe Otter, who was displaying all kinds of antics in the water. Suddenly, Jerry’s keen eyes spotted something that made him furrow his brow in confusion as he stared at the opposite bank. Finally, he called out to Little Joe Otter.</p>

Line 173 (FINAL)   : <p>One sunny morning, Jerry Muskrat was sitting on the Big Rock in the middle of the Smiling Pool, just thinking about how happy everyone was and laughing at Little Joe Otter, who was displaying all kinds of antics in the water. Suddenly, Jerry’s keen eyes spotted something that made him furrow his brow in confusion as he stared at the opposite bank. Finally, he called out to Little Joe Otter.</p>

-----

Line 174 (ORIGINAL): <p>“Hey, Little Joe! Come over here!” shouted Jerry.</p>

Line 174 (FINAL)   : <p>“Hey, Little Joe! Come over here!” shouted Jerry.</p>

-----

Line 175 (ORIGINAL): <p>“What for?” asked Little Joe, doing a flip in the water.</p>

Line 175 (FINAL)   : <p>“What for?” asked Little Joe, doing a flip in the water.</p>

-----

Line 176 (ORIGINAL): <p>“I want you to check if there’s anything wrong with my eyes,” replied Jerry.</p>

Line 176 (FINAL)   : <p>“I want you to check if there’s anything wrong with my eyes,” replied Jerry.</p>

-----

Line 177 (ORIGINAL): <p>Little Joe Otter stopped swimming and looked up at Jerry Muskrat. “They look good to me,” he said, as he began to climb up onto the Big Rock.</p>

Line 177 (FINAL)   : <p>Little Joe Otter stopped swimming and looked up at Jerry Muskrat. “They look good to me,” he said, as he began to climb up onto the Big Rock.</p>

-----

Line 178 (ORIGINAL): <p>“Sure, they look fine,” Jerry replied, “but what I really want to know is if they can see properly. Check out that bank over there.”</p>

Line 178 (FINAL)   : <p>“Sure, they look fine,” Jerry replied, “but what I really want to know is if they can see properly. Check out that bank over there.”</p>

-----

Line 179 (ORIGINAL): <p>Little Joe Otter looked over at the bank. He stared and stared, but he didn’t see anything unusual. It looked just like it always did. He told Jerry Muskrat that.</p>

Line 179 (FINAL)   : <p>Little Joe Otter looked over at the bank. He stared and stared, but he didn’t see anything unusual. It looked just like it always did. He told Jerry Muskrat that.</p>

-----

Line 180 (ORIGINAL): <p>“Then it must be my eyes,” sighed Jerry. “It definitely must be my eyes. It looks to me like the water isn’t reaching as far up on the bank as it did yesterday.”</p>

Line 180 (FINAL)   : <p>“Then it must be my eyes,” sighed Jerry. “It definitely must be my eyes. It looks to me like the water isn’t reaching as far up on the bank as it did yesterday.”</p>

-----

Line 181 (ORIGINAL): <p>Little Joe Otter looked again and his eyes went wide. “You’re right, Jerry Muskrat!” he exclaimed. “There’s nothing wrong with your eyes. The water is as low as it gets, even in the middle of summer. What could it mean?”</p>

Line 181 (FINAL)   : <p>Little Joe Otter looked again and his eyes went wide. “You’re right, Jerry Muskrat!” he exclaimed. “There’s nothing wrong with your eyes. The water is as low as it gets, even in the middle of summer. What could it mean?”</p>

-----

Line 182 (ORIGINAL): <p>“I don’t know,” replied Jerry Muskrat. “It’s strange! It really is very strange! Let’s go ask Grandfather Frog. You know he’s very old and very wise, so maybe he can tell us what it means.”</p>

Line 182 (FINAL)   : <p>“I don’t know,” replied Jerry Muskrat. “It’s strange! It really is very strange! Let’s go ask Grandfather Frog. You know he’s very old and very wise, so maybe he can tell us what it means.”</p>

-----

Line 183 (ORIGINAL): <p>Splash! Jerry Muskrat and Little Joe Otter jumped into the Smiling Pool and kicked off a race to see who could get to Grandfather Frog first. He was lounging among the bulrushes at the edge of the Smiling Pool, since the lily pads weren't big enough for him to sit on comfortably yet.</p>

Line 183 (FINAL)   : <p>Splash! Jerry Muskrat and Little Joe Otter jumped into the Smiling Pool and kicked off a race to see who could get to Grandfather Frog first. He was lounging among the bulrushes at the edge of the Smiling Pool, since the lily pads weren't big enough for him to sit on comfortably yet.</p>

-----

Line 184 (ORIGINAL): <p>“Oh, Grandfather Frog, what's wrong with the Smiling Pool?” they shouted, as they arrived completely out of breath.</p>

Line 184 (FINAL)   : <p>“Oh, Grandfather Frog, what's wrong with the Smiling Pool?” they shouted, as they arrived completely out of breath.</p>

-----

Line 185 (ORIGINAL): <p>“Chugarum! There's nothing wrong with the Smiling Pool; it's the best place in the whole world,” Grandfather Frog replied gruffly.</p>

Line 185 (FINAL)   : <p>“Chugarum! There's nothing wrong with the Smiling Pool; it's the best place in the whole world,” Grandfather Frog replied gruffly.</p>

-----

Line 186 (ORIGINAL): <p>“But there’s something wrong,” insisted Jerry Muskrat, and then he explained what he had found.</p>

Line 186 (FINAL)   : <p>“But there’s something wrong,” insisted Jerry Muskrat, and then he explained what he had found.</p>

-----

Line 187 (ORIGINAL): <p>“I can't believe it,” said Grandfather Frog. “I've never heard of anything like that happening in spring.”</p>

Line 187 (FINAL)   : <p>“I can't believe it,” said Grandfather Frog. “I've never heard of anything like that happening in spring.”</p>

-----

Line 188 (ORIGINAL): <p><a id="link2HCH0008">

Line 188 (FINAL)   : <p><a id="link2HCH0008">

-----

Line 189 (ORIGINAL): <!--  H2 anchor --> </a></p>

Line 189 (FINAL)   : <!--  H2 anchor --> </a></p>

-----

Line 190 (ORIGINAL): <div style="height: 4em;">

Line 190 (FINAL)   : <div style="height: 4em;">

-----

Line 191 (ORIGINAL): <br/><br/><br/><br/>

Line 191 (FINAL)   : <br/><br/><br/><br/>

-----

Line 192 (ORIGINAL): </div>

Line 192 (FINAL)   : </div>

-----

Line 193 (ORIGINAL): <h2>

Line 193 (FINAL)   : <h2>

-----

Line 194 (ORIGINAL):       CHAPTER VIII: Grandfather Frog Watches His Toes

Line 194 (FINAL)   :       CHAPTER VIII: Grandfather Frog Watches His Toes

-----

Line 195 (ORIGINAL):     </h2>

Line 195 (FINAL)   :     </h2>

-----

Line 196 (ORIGINAL): <p>Grandfather Frog sat among the reeds by the Smiling Pool.  

Line 196 (FINAL)   : <p>Grandfather Frog sat among the reeds by the Smiling Pool.  

-----

Line 197 (ORIGINAL):       Above him, Mr. Redwing was singing like his heart would explode with the pure joy of spring.</p>

Line 197 (FINAL)   :       Above him, Mr. Redwing was singing like his heart would explode with the pure joy of spring.</p>

-----

Line 198 (ORIGINAL): <pre>

Line 198 (FINAL)   : <pre>“Tra-la-la-lee, look at me! Look at me!  

-----

Line 199 (ORIGINAL):  “Tra-la-la-lee, see me!  See me!

Line 199 (FINAL)   : I’m as happy as I can be!  

-----

Line 200 (ORIGINAL):   Happy am I as I can be!

Line 200 (FINAL)   : I’m happy all day long  

-----

Line 201 (ORIGINAL):   Happy am I the whole day long

Line 201 (FINAL)   : And that’s why I sing my joyful song.”</pre>

-----

Line 202 (ORIGINAL):   And so I sing my gladsome song.”

Line 202 (FINAL)   : <p>Of course Mr. Redwing was happy. Why wouldn't he be? It was beautiful springtime, the happiest time of the year, when joy seeps into everyone’s heart. Grandfather Frog listened. He nodded his head. “Chugarum! I’m happy, too,” said Grandfather Frog. But even as he said it, a worried expression crept into his big goggly eyes and down to the corners of his mouth, which had been stretched into a smile. Little by little, the smile grew smaller and smaller, until there was no smile left. No, Sir, there was no smile. Instead of looking happy, as he claimed to feel, Grandfather Frog actually looked unhappy.</p>

-----

Line 203 (ORIGINAL):  </pre>

Line 203 (FINAL)   : <p>The truth is he couldn't shake off what Jerry Muskrat and Little Joe Otter had told him—that something was wrong with the Smiling Pool. He didn't buy it, not a word of it. At least he tried to convince himself he didn't buy it. They had said that the water in the Smiling Pool was dropping lower and lower, just like it does in the middle of summer, during the hottest days. Now Grandfather Frog is very old and very wise, and he had never heard of such a thing happening in the spring. So he wouldn't believe it now. Still—and still, Grandfather Frog had a nagging feeling that something was off. Aha! he realized what it was! He had been sitting with water up to his middle, and now he was sitting with only his toes in the water, and he couldn't remember having changed his position!</p>

-----

Line 204 (ORIGINAL): <p>Of course Mr. Redwing was happy. Why wouldn't he be? It was beautiful springtime, the happiest time of the year, when joy seeps into everyone’s heart. Grandfather Frog listened. He nodded his head. “Chugarum! I’m happy, too,” said Grandfather Frog. But even as he said it, a worried expression crept into his big goggly eyes and down to the corners of his mouth, which had been stretched into a smile. Little by little, the smile grew smaller and smaller, until there was no smile left. No, Sir, there was no smile. Instead of looking happy, as he claimed to feel, Grandfather Frog actually looked unhappy.</p>

Line 204 (FINAL)   : <p>“Of course, I acted without thinking about what I was doing,” mumbled Grandfather Frog, but the worried look still stayed on his face. You see, he just couldn't bring himself to believe what he wanted to believe, no matter how hard he tried.</p>

-----

Line 205 (ORIGINAL): <p>The truth is he couldn't shake off what Jerry Muskrat and Little Joe Otter had told him—that something was wrong with the Smiling Pool. He didn't buy it, not a word of it. At least he tried to convince himself he didn't buy it. They had said that the water in the Smiling Pool was dropping lower and lower, just like it does in the middle of summer, during the hottest days. Now Grandfather Frog is very old and very wise, and he had never heard of such a thing happening in the spring. So he wouldn't believe it now. Still—and still, Grandfather Frog had a nagging feeling that something was off. Aha! he realized what it was! He had been sitting with water up to his middle, and now he was sitting with only his toes in the water, and he couldn't remember having changed his position!</p>

Line 205 (FINAL)   : <p>“Chugarum! I know what I'll do; I'll watch my toes!” Grandfather Frog exclaimed.</p>

-----

Line 206 (ORIGINAL): <p>“Of course, I acted without thinking about what I was doing,” mumbled Grandfather Frog, but the worried look still stayed on his face. You see, he just couldn't bring himself to believe what he wanted to believe, no matter how hard he tried.</p>

Line 206 (FINAL)   : <p>So Grandfather Frog waded into the water until it reached his feet, and then he sat down and started watching his toes. Mr. Redwing saw him and thought Grandfather Frog looked so funny staring at his own toes that he paused singing long enough to ask, “What are you doing, Grandfather Frog?”</p>

-----

Line 207 (ORIGINAL): <p>“Chugarum! I know what I'll do; I'll watch my toes!” Grandfather Frog exclaimed.</p>

Line 207 (FINAL)   : <p>“Watching my toes,” Grandfather Frog replied gruffly.</p>

-----

Line 208 (ORIGINAL): <p>So Grandfather Frog waded into the water until it reached his feet, and then he sat down and started watching his toes. Mr. Redwing saw him and thought Grandfather Frog looked so funny staring at his own toes that he paused singing long enough to ask, “What are you doing, Grandfather Frog?”</p>

Line 208 (FINAL)   : <p>“Watch out for your toes! Ha, ha, ha! Watch out for your toes! Who ever heard of such a thing? Are you scared they’ll run away, Grandfather Frog?” shouted Mr. Redwing.</p>

-----

Line 209 (ORIGINAL): <p>“Watching my toes,” Grandfather Frog replied gruffly.</p>

Line 209 (FINAL)   : <p>Grandfather Frog didn't respond. He continued to watch his toes. Mr. Redwing flew off to tell everyone he encountered how Grandfather Frog had become silly and was watching his toes. The sun shone down warm and bright, and before long, Grandfather Frog's big goggly eyes started to blink. Then his head began to nod, and then—well, then Grandfather Frog fell sound asleep.</p>

-----

Line 210 (ORIGINAL): <p>“Watch out for your toes! Ha, ha, ha! Watch out for your toes! Who ever heard of such a thing? Are you scared they’ll run away, Grandfather Frog?” shouted Mr. Redwing.</p>

Line 210 (FINAL)   : <p>By and by, Grandfather Frog woke up suddenly. He looked down at his toes.  

-----

Line 211 (ORIGINAL): <p>Grandfather Frog didn't respond. He continued to watch his toes. Mr. Redwing flew off to tell everyone he encountered how Grandfather Frog had become silly and was watching his toes. The sun shone down warm and bright, and before long, Grandfather Frog's big goggly eyes started to blink. Then his head began to nod, and then—well, then Grandfather Frog fell sound asleep.</p>

Line 211 (FINAL)   :       They weren't in the water at all! In fact, the water was quite a long jump away.</p>

-----

Line 212 (ORIGINAL): <p>By and by, Grandfather Frog woke up suddenly. He looked down at his toes.  

Line 212 (FINAL)   : <p>“Chugarum! Something's not right with the Smiling Pool!” shouted Grandfather Frog, as he made a long jump into the water and began swimming out to the Big Rock.</p>

-----

Line 213 (ORIGINAL):       They weren't in the water at all! In fact, the water was quite a long jump away.</p>

Line 213 (FINAL)   : <p><a id="link2HCH0009">

-----

Line 214 (ORIGINAL): <p>“Chugarum! Something's not right with the Smiling Pool!” shouted Grandfather Frog, as he made a long jump into the water and began swimming out to the Big Rock.</p>

Line 214 (FINAL)   : <!--  H2 anchor --> </a></p>

-----

Line 215 (ORIGINAL): <p><a id="link2HCH0009">

Line 215 (FINAL)   : <div style="height: 4em;">

-----

Line 216 (ORIGINAL): <!--  H2 anchor --> </a></p>

Line 216 (FINAL)   : <br/><br/><br/><br/>

-----

Line 217 (ORIGINAL): <div style="height: 4em;">

Line 217 (FINAL)   : </div>

-----

Line 218 (ORIGINAL): <br/><br/><br/><br/>

Line 218 (FINAL)   : <h2>

-----

Line 219 (ORIGINAL): </div>

Line 219 (FINAL)   :       CHAPTER IX: The Laughing Brook Stops Laughing

-----

Line 220 (ORIGINAL): <h2>

Line 220 (FINAL)   :     </h2>

-----

Line 221 (ORIGINAL):       CHAPTER IX: The Laughing Brook Stops Laughing

Line 221 (FINAL)   : <p>There was something off. Grandfather Frog sensed it the moment he woke up that morning. At first, he couldn't figure out what it was. He sat with just his head above the water and blinked his big, bulging eyes, trying to remember what was bothering him. Suddenly, Grandfather Frog realized how quiet it was. It was a different kind of quiet than anything he had ever encountered. He missed something, but he couldn’t pinpoint what it was. It wasn’t the song of Mr. Redwing; there were plenty of times he didn’t hear that. It was—Grandfather Frog sprang in surprise onto the shore. “Chugarum! The Laughing Brook! The Laughing Brook has stopped laughing!” cried Grandfather Frog.</p>

-----

Line 222 (ORIGINAL):     </h2>

Line 222 (FINAL)   : <p>Could it really be? Who's ever heard of such a thing, except when Jack Frost froze the Laughing Brook with thick black ice? In spring, summer, and fall, the Laughing Brook had laughed—such a cheerful, happy laugh—ever since Grandfather Frog could remember, and you know he remembers all the way back to long ago, because he is very old and very wise. Never once during all that time had the Laughing Brook stopped laughing. It couldn't be true now! Grandfather Frog cupped a hand behind one ear and listened and listened, but he couldn't hear a single sound.</p>

-----

Line 223 (ORIGINAL): <p>There was something off. Grandfather Frog sensed it the moment he woke up that morning. At first, he couldn't figure out what it was. He sat with just his head above the water and blinked his big, bulging eyes, trying to remember what was bothering him. Suddenly, Grandfather Frog realized how quiet it was. It was a different kind of quiet than anything he had ever encountered. He missed something, but he couldn’t pinpoint what it was. It wasn’t the song of Mr. Redwing; there were plenty of times he didn’t hear that. It was—Grandfather Frog sprang in surprise onto the shore. “Chugarum! The Laughing Brook! The Laughing Brook has stopped laughing!” cried Grandfather Frog.</p>

Line 223 (FINAL)   : <p>“Chugarum! It must be me,” said Grandfather Frog. “I guess I’m just getting old and hard of hearing. I’ll go over and ask Jerry Muskrat.”</p>

-----

Line 224 (ORIGINAL): <p>Could it really be? Who's ever heard of such a thing, except when Jack Frost froze the Laughing Brook with thick black ice? In spring, summer, and fall, the Laughing Brook had laughed—such a cheerful, happy laugh—ever since Grandfather Frog could remember, and you know he remembers all the way back to long ago, because he is very old and very wise. Never once during all that time had the Laughing Brook stopped laughing. It couldn't be true now! Grandfather Frog cupped a hand behind one ear and listened and listened, but he couldn't hear a single sound.</p>

Line 224 (FINAL)   : <p>So Grandfather Frog dove into the water and swam out to the middle of the Smiling Pool, on his way to Jerry Muskrat's house. It was then that he truly realized what Jerry Muskrat and Little Joe Otter had told him the day before—that there was something really, really wrong with the Smiling Pool. He stopped swimming to look around, and it seemed like his big goggly eyes would pop right out of his head. Yes, it really looked like those big goggly eyes were about to pop out of Grandfather Frog's head. The Smiling Pool had shrunk so much that there wasn't enough of it left to smile!</p>

-----

Line 225 (ORIGINAL): <p>“Chugarum! It must be me,” said Grandfather Frog. “I guess I’m just getting old and hard of hearing. I’ll go over and ask Jerry Muskrat.”</p>

Line 225 (FINAL)   : <p>“Where are you going, Grandpa Frog?” asked a voice from above him.</p>

-----

Line 226 (ORIGINAL): <p>So Grandfather Frog dove into the water and swam out to the middle of the Smiling Pool, on his way to Jerry Muskrat's house. It was then that he truly realized what Jerry Muskrat and Little Joe Otter had told him the day before—that there was something really, really wrong with the Smiling Pool. He stopped swimming to look around, and it seemed like his big goggly eyes would pop right out of his head. Yes, it really looked like those big goggly eyes were about to pop out of Grandfather Frog's head. The Smiling Pool had shrunk so much that there wasn't enough of it left to smile!</p>

Line 226 (FINAL)   : <p>Grandfather Frog looked up. Peering down at him from over the edge of the Big Rock was Jerry Muskrat. The edge of the Big Rock was twice as high above the water as Grandfather Frog had ever seen it before.</p>

-----

Line 227 (ORIGINAL): <p>“Where are you going, Grandpa Frog?” asked a voice from above him.</p>

Line 227 (FINAL)   : <p>“I—I—was going to swim over to your house to see you,” replied Grandfather Frog.</p>

-----

Line 228 (ORIGINAL): <p>Grandfather Frog looked up. Peering down at him from over the edge of the Big Rock was Jerry Muskrat. The edge of the Big Rock was twice as high above the water as Grandfather Frog had ever seen it before.</p>

Line 228 (FINAL)   : <p>“It's pointless,” replied Jerry, “because I'm not there. Plus, you wouldn't be able to swim there, anyway.”</p>

-----

Line 229 (ORIGINAL): <p>“I—I—was going to swim over to your house to see you,” replied Grandfather Frog.</p>

Line 229 (FINAL)   : <p>“Why not?” asked Grandfather Frog in shock.</p>

-----

Line 230 (ORIGINAL): <p>“It's pointless,” replied Jerry, “because I'm not there. Plus, you wouldn't be able to swim there, anyway.”</p>

Line 230 (FINAL)   : <p>“Because it’s not in the water anymore; it’s all the way up on dry land,” said Jerry Muskrat in the saddest voice.</p>

-----

Line 231 (ORIGINAL): <p>“Why not?” asked Grandfather Frog in shock.</p>

Line 231 (FINAL)   : <p>“What's that you said?” shouted Grandfather Frog, as if he couldn't believe what he was hearing.</p>

-----

Line 232 (ORIGINAL): <p>“Because it’s not in the water anymore; it’s all the way up on dry land,” said Jerry Muskrat in the saddest voice.</p>

Line 232 (FINAL)   : <p>“It's just as true as I'm sitting here,” Jerry said, sounding sad.</p>

-----

Line 233 (ORIGINAL): <p>“What's that you said?” shouted Grandfather Frog, as if he couldn't believe what he was hearing.</p>

Line 233 (FINAL)   : <p>“Hey, Jerry Muskrat, tell me honestly; is the Laughing Brook laughing?” shouted Grandfather Frog.</p>

-----

Line 234 (ORIGINAL): <p>“It's just as true as I'm sitting here,” Jerry said, sounding sad.</p>

Line 234 (FINAL)   : <p>“No,” Jerry said, “the Laughing Brook has stopped laughing, and the Smiling Pool has stopped smiling, and I think the world is upside down.”</p>

-----

Line 235 (ORIGINAL): <p>“Hey, Jerry Muskrat, tell me honestly; is the Laughing Brook laughing?” shouted Grandfather Frog.</p>

Line 235 (FINAL)   : <p><a id="link2HCH0010">

-----

Line 236 (ORIGINAL): <p>“No,” Jerry said, “the Laughing Brook has stopped laughing, and the Smiling Pool has stopped smiling, and I think the world is upside down.”</p>

Line 236 (FINAL)   : <!--  H2 anchor --> </a></p>

-----

Line 237 (ORIGINAL): <p><a id="link2HCH0010">

Line 237 (FINAL)   : <div style="height: 4em;">

-----

Line 238 (ORIGINAL): <!--  H2 anchor --> </a></p>

Line 238 (FINAL)   : <br/><br/><br/><br/>

-----

Line 239 (ORIGINAL): <div style="height: 4em;">

Line 239 (FINAL)   : </div>

-----

Line 240 (ORIGINAL): <br/><br/><br/><br/>

Line 240 (FINAL)   : <h2>

-----

Line 241 (ORIGINAL): </div>

Line 241 (FINAL)   :       CHAPTER X: Why The World Seemed Upside Down To Jerry Muskrat

-----

Line 242 (ORIGINAL): <h2>

Line 242 (FINAL)   :     </h2>

-----

Line 243 (ORIGINAL):       CHAPTER X: Why The World Seemed Upside Down To Jerry Muskrat

Line 243 (FINAL)   : <p>Jerry Muskrat sat on the Big Rock in the Smiling Pool, which no longer smiled, and held his head in both hands because he had a headache. He had thought and thought and thought until it felt like his head was going to split open; and despite all his thinking, he didn't understand things any better now than he had at the start. You see, Jerry Muskrat's little world was a complete mess. Yes, Sir, Jerry's world was upside down! At least, it felt that way to him, and he just couldn't figure it out.</p>

-----

Line 244 (ORIGINAL):     </h2>

Line 244 (FINAL)   : <p>The Smiling Pool, the Laughing Brook, and the Green Meadows are Jerry Muskrat's little world. Now, as he sat on the Big Rock and looked around, the Green Meadows were as beautiful as ever. He could see no change in them. But the Laughing Brook had stopped laughing, and the Smiling Pool had stopped smiling. The truth is there wasn't enough of the Laughing Brook left to laugh, and there wasn't enough of the Smiling Pool left to smile.</p>

-----

Line 245 (ORIGINAL): <p>Jerry Muskrat sat on the Big Rock in the Smiling Pool, which no longer smiled, and held his head in both hands because he had a headache. He had thought and thought and thought until it felt like his head was going to split open; and despite all his thinking, he didn't understand things any better now than he had at the start. You see, Jerry Muskrat's little world was a complete mess. Yes, Sir, Jerry's world was upside down! At least, it felt that way to him, and he just couldn't figure it out.</p>

Line 245 (FINAL)   : <p>It was terrible! Jerry looked over at his house, which he had once been so proud of. He had built it with the doorway underwater. He felt completely safe there, because only Billy Mink or Little Joe Otter, who could swim underwater, could reach him. Now the Smiling Pool had shrunk so much that Jerry's house wasn’t in the water at all. Anyone who wanted to could get inside. The doorway was clearly visible. Even worse, there was the secret entrance to the long tunnel leading to his castle under the roots of the Big Hickory tree. That had been Jerry's most secret secret, and now it was out in the open for everyone to see. And there were all the amazing caves, holes, and hiding spots under the bank that had only been known to Jerry Muskrat, Billy Mink, and Little Joe Otter, because the openings had always been submerged. Now anyone could find them, as they were clearly visible. Instead of the once-smiling, shimmering water, Jerry saw only mud. It was mud, mud, mud everywhere! The bulrushes, which had always grown with their feet in the water, now stood in mud that was quickly drying up. The lily pads lay half curled up at the ends of their long stems, stretched out on the mud, looking very, very sick. Jerry turned towards the Laughing Brook. There was just a tiny stream of water trickling down the middle, with a few little pools where frightened trout and minnows huddled together. All the secrets of the Laughing Brook were on display, just like the secrets of the Smiling Pool. Jerry knew that if he wanted to find Billy Mink's hiding spots, all he had to do was walk up the Laughing Brook and look.</p>

-----

Line 246 (ORIGINAL): <p>The Smiling Pool, the Laughing Brook, and the Green Meadows are Jerry Muskrat's little world. Now, as he sat on the Big Rock and looked around, the Green Meadows were as beautiful as ever. He could see no change in them. But the Laughing Brook had stopped laughing, and the Smiling Pool had stopped smiling. The truth is there wasn't enough of the Laughing Brook left to laugh, and there wasn't enough of the Smiling Pool left to smile.</p>

Line 246 (FINAL)   : <p>“Yes, Sir, the world has flipped upside down,” said Jerry in a sad voice.</p>

-----

Line 247 (ORIGINAL): <p>It was terrible! Jerry looked over at his house, which he had once been so proud of. He had built it with the doorway underwater. He felt completely safe there, because only Billy Mink or Little Joe Otter, who could swim underwater, could reach him. Now the Smiling Pool had shrunk so much that Jerry's house wasn’t in the water at all. Anyone who wanted to could get inside. The doorway was clearly visible. Even worse, there was the secret entrance to the long tunnel leading to his castle under the roots of the Big Hickory tree. That had been Jerry's most secret secret, and now it was out in the open for everyone to see. And there were all the amazing caves, holes, and hiding spots under the bank that had only been known to Jerry Muskrat, Billy Mink, and Little Joe Otter, because the openings had always been submerged. Now anyone could find them, as they were clearly visible. Instead of the once-smiling, shimmering water, Jerry saw only mud. It was mud, mud, mud everywhere! The bulrushes, which had always grown with their feet in the water, now stood in mud that was quickly drying up. The lily pads lay half curled up at the ends of their long stems, stretched out on the mud, looking very, very sick. Jerry turned towards the Laughing Brook. There was just a tiny stream of water trickling down the middle, with a few little pools where frightened trout and minnows huddled together. All the secrets of the Laughing Brook were on display, just like the secrets of the Smiling Pool. Jerry knew that if he wanted to find Billy Mink's hiding spots, all he had to do was walk up the Laughing Brook and look.</p>

Line 247 (FINAL)   : <p>“I think it has,” replied Grandfather Frog, looking up from the small pool of water at the base of the Big Rock.</p>

-----

Line 248 (ORIGINAL): <p>“Yes, Sir, the world has flipped upside down,” said Jerry in a sad voice.</p>

Line 248 (FINAL)   : <p>“I know it has!” shouted Jerry. “I wonder if it will ever right itself again.”</p>

-----

Line 249 (ORIGINAL): <p>“I think it has,” replied Grandfather Frog, looking up from the small pool of water at the base of the Big Rock.</p>

Line 249 (FINAL)   : <p>“If it doesn't, what are you going to do?” asked Grandfather Frog.</p>

-----

Line 250 (ORIGINAL): <p>“I know it has!” shouted Jerry. “I wonder if it will ever right itself again.”</p>

Line 250 (FINAL)   : <p>“I don’t know,” replied Jerry Muskrat. “Here come Little Joe Otter and Billy Mink; let’s find out what they’re up to.”</p>

-----

Line 251 (ORIGINAL): <p>“If it doesn't, what are you going to do?” asked Grandfather Frog.</p>

Line 251 (FINAL)   : <p><a id="link2HCH0011">

-----

Line 252 (ORIGINAL): <p>“I don’t know,” replied Jerry Muskrat. “Here come Little Joe Otter and Billy Mink; let’s find out what they’re up to.”</p>

Line 252 (FINAL)   : <!--  H2 anchor --> </a></p>

-----

Line 253 (ORIGINAL): <p><a id="link2HCH0011">

Line 253 (FINAL)   : <div style="height: 4em;">

-----

Line 254 (ORIGINAL): <!--  H2 anchor --> </a></p>

Line 254 (FINAL)   : <br/><br/><br/><br/>

-----

Line 255 (ORIGINAL): <div style="height: 4em;">

Line 255 (FINAL)   : </div>

-----

Line 256 (ORIGINAL): <br/><br/><br/><br/>

Line 256 (FINAL)   : <h2>

-----

Line 257 (ORIGINAL): </div>

Line 257 (FINAL)   :       CHAPTER XI: Five Heads Together

-----

Line 258 (ORIGINAL): <h2>

Line 258 (FINAL)   :     </h2>

-----

Line 259 (ORIGINAL):       CHAPTER XI: Five Heads Together

Line 259 (FINAL)   : <p>Something had to change. Jerry Muskrat thought so. Grandfather Frog thought so. Billy Mink thought so. Little Joe Otter thought so. Even Spotty the Turtle thought so. The Laughing Brook couldn't laugh, and the Smiling Pool couldn't smile. You see, there just wasn't enough water in either of them to laugh or smile, and no one knew if there ever would be again. Nobody had ever experienced anything like this before, so nobody knew what to think or do. And yet, they all felt that something had to be done.</p>

-----

Line 260 (ORIGINAL):     </h2>

Line 260 (FINAL)   : <p>“What do you think, Billy Mink?” asked Grandfather Frog.</p>

-----

Line 261 (ORIGINAL): <p>Something had to change. Jerry Muskrat thought so. Grandfather Frog thought so. Billy Mink thought so. Little Joe Otter thought so. Even Spotty the Turtle thought so. The Laughing Brook couldn't laugh, and the Smiling Pool couldn't smile. You see, there just wasn't enough water in either of them to laugh or smile, and no one knew if there ever would be again. Nobody had ever experienced anything like this before, so nobody knew what to think or do. And yet, they all felt that something had to be done.</p>

Line 261 (FINAL)   : <p>Billy Mink looked down from the top of the Big Rock into the small pool of water that was all that remained of the Smiling Pool. He could see a dozen fat trout in it, and he knew he could catch them easily since there was nowhere for them to swim away. But for some reason, he didn't want to catch them. He knew they were already scared almost to death from the water draining away from the Laughing Brook and the Smiling Pool, and he felt sorry for them.</p>

-----

Line 262 (ORIGINAL): <p>“What do you think, Billy Mink?” asked Grandfather Frog.</p>

Line 262 (FINAL)   : <p>“I think the best thing we can do is head down to the Big River. I’ve been down there, and it’s nice,” said Billy Mink.</p>

-----

Line 263 (ORIGINAL): <p>Billy Mink looked down from the top of the Big Rock into the small pool of water that was all that remained of the Smiling Pool. He could see a dozen fat trout in it, and he knew he could catch them easily since there was nowhere for them to swim away. But for some reason, he didn't want to catch them. He knew they were already scared almost to death from the water draining away from the Laughing Brook and the Smiling Pool, and he felt sorry for them.</p>

Line 263 (FINAL)   : <p>“That's what I believe,” said Little Joe Otter. “There's no risk of the Big River drying up.”</p>

-----

Line 264 (ORIGINAL): <p>“I think the best thing we can do is head down to the Big River. I’ve been down there, and it’s nice,” said Billy Mink.</p>

Line 264 (FINAL)   : <p>“How do you know?” asked Jerry Muskrat. “The Laughing Brook and the Smiling Pool have never gone dry before.”</p>

-----

Line 265 (ORIGINAL): <p>“That's what I believe,” said Little Joe Otter. “There's no risk of the Big River drying up.”</p>

Line 265 (FINAL)   : <p>“It's a really long way down to the Big River,” interrupted Spotty the Turtle, who moves super slowly and carries his home with him.</p>

-----

Line 266 (ORIGINAL): <p>“How do you know?” asked Jerry Muskrat. “The Laughing Brook and the Smiling Pool have never gone dry before.”</p>

Line 266 (FINAL)   : <p>“Chugarum! I, for one, don't want to leave the Smiling Pool without figuring out what the issue is.</p>

-----

Line 267 (ORIGINAL): <p>“It's a really long way down to the Big River,” interrupted Spotty the Turtle, who moves super slowly and carries his home with him.</p>

Line 267 (FINAL)   : <pre>“There’s nothing that happens, as you know,  

-----

Line 268 (ORIGINAL): <p>“Chugarum! I, for one, don't want to leave the Smiling Pool without figuring out what the issue is.</p>

Line 268 (FINAL)   : That doesn’t have a reason behind it.”  </pre>

-----

Line 269 (ORIGINAL): <pre>

Line 269 (FINAL)   : <p>“Now there has to be a reason for this awful trouble with the Smiling Pool, and if we can figure that out, maybe we’ll know better what to do,” said Grandfather Frog.</p>

-----

Line 270 (ORIGINAL):  “There's nothing happens, as you know,

Line 270 (FINAL)   : <p>Jerry Muskrat nodded. “Grandfather Frog is right,” he said. “There has to be a cause, but where do we look for it? I’ve searched the Smiling Pool everywhere, and I’m certain it isn’t there.”</p>

-----

Line 271 (ORIGINAL):   But has a cause to make it so.

Line 271 (FINAL)   : <p>Grandfather Frog actually smiled. “Chugarum!” he said. “Of course the cause of all the trouble isn't in the Smiling Pool. Anyone would know that!”</p>

-----

Line 272 (ORIGINAL): </pre>

Line 272 (FINAL)   : <p>“Well, if you know so much, tell us where it is then!” snapped Jerry Muskrat.</p>

-----

Line 273 (ORIGINAL): <p>“Now there has to be a reason for this awful trouble with the Smiling Pool, and if we can figure that out, maybe we’ll know better what to do,” said Grandfather Frog.</p>

Line 273 (FINAL)   : <p>“In the Laughing Brook, of course,” replied Grandfather Frog.</p>

-----

Line 274 (ORIGINAL): <p>Jerry Muskrat nodded. “Grandfather Frog is right,” he said. “There has to be a cause, but where do we look for it? I’ve searched the Smiling Pool everywhere, and I’m certain it isn’t there.”</p>

Line 274 (FINAL)   : <p>“No way!” said Billy Mink. “I’ve gone all the way down the Laughing Brook to the Big River, and I didn’t find anything.”</p>

-----

Line 275 (ORIGINAL): <p>Grandfather Frog actually smiled. “Chugarum!” he said. “Of course the cause of all the trouble isn't in the Smiling Pool. Anyone would know that!”</p>

Line 275 (FINAL)   : <p>“Have you gone all the way up the Laughing Brook to where it begins?” asked Grandfather Frog.</p>

-----

Line 276 (ORIGINAL): <p>“Well, if you know so much, tell us where it is then!” snapped Jerry Muskrat.</p>

Line 276 (FINAL)   : <p>“No-o,” replied Billy Mink.</p>

-----

Line 277 (ORIGINAL): <p>“In the Laughing Brook, of course,” replied Grandfather Frog.</p>

Line 277 (FINAL)   : <p>“Well, that's where the real problem lies,” said Grandfather Frog, acting like he knew everything about it. “It's the water from the Laughing Brook that fills the Smiling Pool, and the Smiling Pool could never dry up unless the Laughing Brook stopped flowing first.”</p>

-----

Line 278 (ORIGINAL): <p>“No way!” said Billy Mink. “I’ve gone all the way down the Laughing Brook to the Big River, and I didn’t find anything.”</p>

Line 278 (FINAL)   : <p>“That's true! I never thought of that,” exclaimed Little Joe Otter. “You know what, Billy Mink and I will head up the Laughing Brook and see what we can discover.”</p>

-----

Line 279 (ORIGINAL): <p>“Have you gone all the way up the Laughing Brook to where it begins?” asked Grandfather Frog.</p>

Line 279 (FINAL)   : <p>“Chugarum! Let’s all go,” said Grandfather Frog.</p>

-----

Line 280 (ORIGINAL): <p>“No-o,” replied Billy Mink.</p>

Line 280 (FINAL)   : <p>Then the five gathered together and agreed to head up the Laughing Brook to search for the trouble.</p>

-----

Line 281 (ORIGINAL): <p>“Well, that's where the real problem lies,” said Grandfather Frog, acting like he knew everything about it. “It's the water from the Laughing Brook that fills the Smiling Pool, and the Smiling Pool could never dry up unless the Laughing Brook stopped flowing first.”</p>

Line 281 (FINAL)   : <p><a id="link2HCH0012">

-----

Line 282 (ORIGINAL): <p>“That's true! I never thought of that,” exclaimed Little Joe Otter. “You know what, Billy Mink and I will head up the Laughing Brook and see what we can discover.”</p>

Line 282 (FINAL)   : <!--  H2 anchor --> </a></p>

-----

Line 283 (ORIGINAL): <p>“Chugarum! Let’s all go,” said Grandfather Frog.</p>

Line 283 (FINAL)   : <div style="height: 4em;">

-----

Line 284 (ORIGINAL): <p>Then the five gathered together and agreed to head up the Laughing Brook to search for the trouble.</p>

Line 284 (FINAL)   : <br/><br/><br/><br/>

-----

Line 285 (ORIGINAL): <p><a id="link2HCH0012">

Line 285 (FINAL)   : </div>

-----

Line 286 (ORIGINAL): <!--  H2 anchor --> </a></p>

Line 286 (FINAL)   : <h2>

-----

Line 287 (ORIGINAL): <div style="height: 4em;">

Line 287 (FINAL)   :       CHAPTER XII: A Hunt For Trouble

-----

Line 288 (ORIGINAL): <br/><br/><br/><br/>

Line 288 (FINAL)   :     </h2>

-----

Line 289 (ORIGINAL): </div>

Line 289 (FINAL)   : <p>Old Mister Buzzard, soaring high in the bright blue sky, looked down at a funny sight. Yes, it was definitely a funny sight. It was a little procession of five of his friends from the Smiling Pool. First was Billy Mink, who, because he is slim and quick, moves so fast that sometimes it's hard to keep up with him. Behind him was Little Joe Otter, whose legs are so short that he almost looks like he doesn't have any. Behind Little Joe was Jerry Muskrat, who is better at swimming than walking. Behind Jerry was Grandfather Frog, who doesn’t walk or run but hops with great leaps. Last was Spotty the Turtle, who moves very, very slowly because he carries his home with him. And all five were heading up the Laughing Brook, which no longer laughed because there wasn’t enough water in it.</p>

-----

Line 290 (ORIGINAL): <h2>

Line 290 (FINAL)   : <p>Now Old Mister Buzzard hadn't been near the Smiling Pool for a while, and he didn't know that the Smiling Pool had stopped smiling and the Laughing Brook had stopped laughing. When he looked down and saw that the water was nearly gone, leaving the trout and minnows with hardly enough to live in, he was so shocked that he kept repeating to himself:</p>

-----

Line 291 (ORIGINAL):       CHAPTER XII: A Hunt For Trouble

Line 291 (FINAL)   : <p>“For the land's sake! For the land's sake!”</p>

-----

Line 292 (ORIGINAL):     </h2>

Line 292 (FINAL)   : <p>Then, when he saw his five little friends walking up the Laughing Brook, he immediately figured it must relate to the trouble in the Smiling Pool. Old Mr. Buzzard just spread his wide wings and glided down, down from the bright blue sky until he was right above Grandfather Frog.</p>

-----

Line 293 (ORIGINAL): <p>Old Mister Buzzard, soaring high in the bright blue sky, looked down at a funny sight. Yes, it was definitely a funny sight. It was a little procession of five of his friends from the Smiling Pool. First was Billy Mink, who, because he is slim and quick, moves so fast that sometimes it's hard to keep up with him. Behind him was Little Joe Otter, whose legs are so short that he almost looks like he doesn't have any. Behind Little Joe was Jerry Muskrat, who is better at swimming than walking. Behind Jerry was Grandfather Frog, who doesn’t walk or run but hops with great leaps. Last was Spotty the Turtle, who moves very, very slowly because he carries his home with him. And all five were heading up the Laughing Brook, which no longer laughed because there wasn’t enough water in it.</p>

Line 293 (FINAL)   : <p>“Where are you all going?” asked Old Mister Buzzard.</p>

-----

Line 294 (ORIGINAL): <p>Now Old Mister Buzzard hadn't been near the Smiling Pool for a while, and he didn't know that the Smiling Pool had stopped smiling and the Laughing Brook had stopped laughing. When he looked down and saw that the water was nearly gone, leaving the trout and minnows with hardly enough to live in, he was so shocked that he kept repeating to himself:</p>

Line 294 (FINAL)   : <p>“Chugarum! To figure out what’s wrong with the Laughing Brook,” replied Grandfather Frog.</p>

-----

Line 295 (ORIGINAL): <p>“For the land's sake! For the land's sake!”</p>

Line 295 (FINAL)   : <p>“I'll help you,” said Ol' Mistah Buzzard, once again gliding through the bright, blue sky.</p>

-----

Line 296 (ORIGINAL): <p>Then, when he saw his five little friends walking up the Laughing Brook, he immediately figured it must relate to the trouble in the Smiling Pool. Old Mr. Buzzard just spread his wide wings and glided down, down from the bright blue sky until he was right above Grandfather Frog.</p>

Line 296 (FINAL)   : <p>Grandfather Frog watched him until he became just a tiny dot. “I wish I had wings,” sighed Grandfather Frog, and once again started to hop along the bank of the Laughing Brook.</p>

-----

Line 297 (ORIGINAL): <p>“Where are you all going?” asked Old Mister Buzzard.</p>

Line 297 (FINAL)   : <p>The Laughing Brook flowed down from the Green Forest and wound through the Green Meadows for a bit before it reached the Smiling Pool. There, the sun shone down into it, and Grandfather Frog didn’t mind, even though his legs were getting tired. But when they entered the Green Forest, it was dark and gloomy. At least that’s how Grandfather Frog felt, and Spotty the Turtle agreed, because they both really loved the sunshine. But they kept going, feeling that they needed to figure out what was wrong with the Laughing Brook. If they solved that, they would also uncover the issue with the Smiling Pool.</p>

-----

Line 298 (ORIGINAL): <p>“Chugarum! To figure out what’s wrong with the Laughing Brook,” replied Grandfather Frog.</p>

Line 298 (FINAL)   : <p>So Billy Mink jumped and skipped ahead; Little Joe Otter ran; Jerry Muskrat walked, because he gets tired quickly on land; Grandfather Frog hopped; Spotty the Turtle crawled, and way up in the bright blue sky, Old Mister Buzzard flew, all looking for the trouble that had stopped the Laughing Brook from laughing and the Smiling Pool from smiling.</p>

-----

Line 299 (ORIGINAL): <p>“I'll help you,” said Ol' Mistah Buzzard, once again gliding through the bright, blue sky.</p>

Line 299 (FINAL)   : <p><a id="link2HCH0013">

-----

Line 300 (ORIGINAL): <p>Grandfather Frog watched him until he became just a tiny dot. “I wish I had wings,” sighed Grandfather Frog, and once again started to hop along the bank of the Laughing Brook.</p>

Line 300 (FINAL)   : <!--  H2 anchor --> </a></p>

-----

Line 301 (ORIGINAL): <p>The Laughing Brook flowed down from the Green Forest and wound through the Green Meadows for a bit before it reached the Smiling Pool. There, the sun shone down into it, and Grandfather Frog didn’t mind, even though his legs were getting tired. But when they entered the Green Forest, it was dark and gloomy. At least that’s how Grandfather Frog felt, and Spotty the Turtle agreed, because they both really loved the sunshine. But they kept going, feeling that they needed to figure out what was wrong with the Laughing Brook. If they solved that, they would also uncover the issue with the Smiling Pool.</p>

Line 301 (FINAL)   : <div style="height: 4em;">

-----

Line 302 (ORIGINAL): <p>So Billy Mink jumped and skipped ahead; Little Joe Otter ran; Jerry Muskrat walked, because he gets tired quickly on land; Grandfather Frog hopped; Spotty the Turtle crawled, and way up in the bright blue sky, Old Mister Buzzard flew, all looking for the trouble that had stopped the Laughing Brook from laughing and the Smiling Pool from smiling.</p>

Line 302 (FINAL)   : <br/><br/><br/><br/>

-----

Line 303 (ORIGINAL): <p><a id="link2HCH0013">

Line 303 (FINAL)   : </div>

-----

Line 304 (ORIGINAL): <!--  H2 anchor --> </a></p>

Line 304 (FINAL)   : <h2>

-----

Line 305 (ORIGINAL): <div style="height: 4em;">

Line 305 (FINAL)   :       CHAPTER XIII: Ol' Mistah Buzzard Sees Something

-----

Line 306 (ORIGINAL): <br/><br/><br/><br/>

Line 306 (FINAL)   :     </h2>

-----

Line 307 (ORIGINAL): </div>

Line 307 (FINAL)   : <p>“Wait for me!” shouted Little Joe Otter to Billy Mink, but Billy Mink was too rushed and just ran faster.</p>

-----

Line 308 (ORIGINAL): <h2>

Line 308 (FINAL)   : <p>“Wait for me!” shouted Jerry Muskrat to Little Joe Otter, but Little Joe was in too much of a rush and just ran faster.</p>

-----

Line 309 (ORIGINAL):       CHAPTER XIII: Ol' Mistah Buzzard Sees Something

Line 309 (FINAL)   : <p>“Wait for me!” shouted Grandfather Frog to Jerry Muskrat, but Jerry was too eager and just walked faster.</p>

-----

Line 310 (ORIGINAL):     </h2>

Line 310 (FINAL)   : <p>“Wait for me!” shouted Spotty the Turtle to Grandfather Frog, but Grandfather Frog was too rushed and just jumped faster.</p>

-----

Line 311 (ORIGINAL): <p>“Wait for me!” shouted Little Joe Otter to Billy Mink, but Billy Mink was too rushed and just ran faster.</p>

Line 311 (FINAL)   : <p>So running, walking, jumping, and crawling, Billy Mink, Little Joe Otter, Jerry Muskrat, Grandfather Frog, and Spotty the Turtle rushed up the Laughing Brook to figure out why it wasn’t laughing anymore. And high above in the bright blue sky floated Ol' Mistah Buzzard, also searching for what had caused the Laughing Brook to lose its laughter and the Smiling Pool to lose its smile.</p>

-----

Line 312 (ORIGINAL): <p>“Wait for me!” shouted Jerry Muskrat to Little Joe Otter, but Little Joe was in too much of a rush and just ran faster.</p>

Line 312 (FINAL)   : <p>Now Old Mister Buzzard's eyes are very sharp, and looking down from way up in the blue sky, he can see a lot. In fact, Old Mister Buzzard can see everything happening below on the Green Meadows and in the Green Forest. His wings are very broad, and he can glide through the air quickly when he wants to. As he looked down, he noticed that Billy Mink was selfish and wouldn't wait for Little Joe Otter, and Little Joe Otter was selfish and wouldn't wait for Jerry Muskrat, and Jerry Muskrat was selfish and wouldn't wait for Grandfather Frog, and Grandfather Frog was selfish and wouldn't wait for Spotty the Turtle.</p>

-----

Line 313 (ORIGINAL): <p>“Wait for me!” shouted Grandfather Frog to Jerry Muskrat, but Jerry was too eager and just walked faster.</p>

Line 313 (FINAL)   : <p>“Guess I’ll hurry up and figure out what the problem is myself, then go back and tell Brer Turtle; it’ll save him a lot of effort, and it’ll serve Brer Mink right if Brer Turtle finds out first what’s wrong with the Laughing Brook,” said Old Mister Buzzard as he shot ahead over the Green Forest towards the area where the Laughing Brook originates. In a few minutes, he was as far ahead of Billy Mink as Billy was ahead of Spotty the Turtle.</p>

-----

Line 314 (ORIGINAL): <p>“Wait for me!” shouted Spotty the Turtle to Grandfather Frog, but Grandfather Frog was too rushed and just jumped faster.</p>

Line 314 (FINAL)   : <pre>For wings are much faster than legs,  

-----

Line 315 (ORIGINAL): <p>So running, walking, jumping, and crawling, Billy Mink, Little Joe Otter, Jerry Muskrat, Grandfather Frog, and Spotty the Turtle rushed up the Laughing Brook to figure out why it wasn’t laughing anymore. And high above in the bright blue sky floated Ol' Mistah Buzzard, also searching for what had caused the Laughing Brook to lose its laughter and the Smiling Pool to lose its smile.</p>

Line 315 (FINAL)   : no matter what goal they're set on,  

-----

Line 316 (ORIGINAL): <p>Now Old Mister Buzzard's eyes are very sharp, and looking down from way up in the blue sky, he can see a lot. In fact, Old Mister Buzzard can see everything happening below on the Green Meadows and in the Green Forest. His wings are very broad, and he can glide through the air quickly when he wants to. As he looked down, he noticed that Billy Mink was selfish and wouldn't wait for Little Joe Otter, and Little Joe Otter was selfish and wouldn't wait for Jerry Muskrat, and Jerry Muskrat was selfish and wouldn't wait for Grandfather Frog, and Grandfather Frog was selfish and wouldn't wait for Spotty the Turtle.</p>

Line 316 (FINAL)   : But those wings are even quicker and tireless  

-----

Line 317 (ORIGINAL): <p>“Guess I’ll hurry up and figure out what the problem is myself, then go back and tell Brer Turtle; it’ll save him a lot of effort, and it’ll serve Brer Mink right if Brer Turtle finds out first what’s wrong with the Laughing Brook,” said Old Mister Buzzard as he shot ahead over the Green Forest towards the area where the Laughing Brook originates. In a few minutes, he was as far ahead of Billy Mink as Billy was ahead of Spotty the Turtle.</p>

Line 317 (FINAL)   : when they're aimed at kind deeds.</pre>

-----

Line 318 (ORIGINAL): <pre>

Line 318 (FINAL)   : <p>And that’s how it happened that Old Mister Buzzard was the first to figure out what had stopped the Laughing Brook from laughing and the Smiling Pool from smiling, but he was so shocked when he found out that he completely forgot to go back and tell Spotty the Turtle. He forgot everything except his own huge surprise, and he blinked his eyes many times to make sure he wasn’t dreaming. Then he flew around in circles, looking down among the trees of the Green Forest and repeating to himself:</p>

-----

Line 319 (ORIGINAL):  For wings are swifter far than legs,

Line 319 (FINAL)   : <p>“Did you ever? No, I never! Did you ever? No, I never!”</p>

-----

Line 320 (ORIGINAL):   On whatsoever purpose bent,

Line 320 (FINAL)   : <p><a id="link2HCH0014">

-----

Line 321 (ORIGINAL): But doubly swift and tireless  Those wings on kindly deed intent.

Line 321 (FINAL)   : <!--  H2 anchor --> </a></p>

-----

Line 322 (ORIGINAL): </pre>

Line 322 (FINAL)   : <div style="height: 4em;">

-----

Line 323 (ORIGINAL): <p>And that’s how it happened that Old Mister Buzzard was the first to figure out what had stopped the Laughing Brook from laughing and the Smiling Pool from smiling, but he was so shocked when he found out that he completely forgot to go back and tell Spotty the Turtle. He forgot everything except his own huge surprise, and he blinked his eyes many times to make sure he wasn’t dreaming. Then he flew around in circles, looking down among the trees of the Green Forest and repeating to himself:</p>

Line 323 (FINAL)   : <br/><br/><br/><br/>

-----

Line 324 (ORIGINAL): <p>“Did you ever? No, I never! Did you ever? No, I never!”</p>

Line 324 (FINAL)   : </div>

-----

Line 325 (ORIGINAL): <p><a id="link2HCH0014">

Line 325 (FINAL)   : <h2>

-----

Line 326 (ORIGINAL): <!--  H2 anchor --> </a></p>

Line 326 (FINAL)   :       CHAPTER XIV: Spotty The Turtle Keeps Right On Going

-----

Line 327 (ORIGINAL): <div style="height: 4em;">

Line 327 (FINAL)   :     </h2>

-----

Line 328 (ORIGINAL): <br/><br/><br/><br/>

Line 328 (FINAL)   : <pre>“Step one, step two, step three, let’s go!  

-----

Line 329 (ORIGINAL): </div>

Line 329 (FINAL)   :  Step four, step five, step six, keep moving!  

-----

Line 330 (ORIGINAL): <h2>

Line 330 (FINAL)   :  Keep going and give it your all;  

-----

Line 331 (ORIGINAL):       CHAPTER XIV: Spotty The Turtle Keeps Right On Going

Line 331 (FINAL)   :  Maybe you’ll win while others fall.”  </pre>

-----

Line 332 (ORIGINAL):     </h2>

Line 332 (FINAL)   : <p>Spotty the Turtle repeated this to himself every time he felt a bit down as he trudged along the bottom of the Laughing Brook. And every time he said it, he felt better. “One step, two steps,” he kept saying over and over, and each time he said it, he took a step and then another. They were very short steps, really short steps indeed, since Spotty's legs are very short. But each one moved him forward just a little, and he knew that he was a bit closer to what he was looking for. At least, he hoped he was.</p>

-----

Line 333 (ORIGINAL): <pre>

Line 333 (FINAL)   : <p>You see, if the Laughing Brook never laughed again and the Smiling Pool never smiled again, there was nothing left to do but head down to the Big River to live, and nobody wanted to do that, especially Grandfather Frog and Spotty the Turtle.</p>

-----

Line 334 (ORIGINAL):  “One step, two steps, three steps, so!

Line 334 (FINAL)   : <p>Now, because Billy Mink could move faster than Little Joe Otter, and Little Joe Otter could go faster than Jerry Muskrat, and Jerry could go faster than Grandfather Frog, and Grandfather Frog could go faster than Spotty the Turtle, and since each of them wanted to be the first to discover the trouble, no one would wait for the one trailing behind. So, Spotty the Turtle, who has to carry his shell with him, was a long way behind the others. But he kept going.</p>

-----

Line 335 (ORIGINAL):   Four steps, five steps, six steps go!

Line 335 (FINAL)   : <pre>“One step, two steps, three steps, done!”</pre>

-----

Line 336 (ORIGINAL):   Keep right on and do your best;

Line 336 (FINAL)   : <p>and he didn't stop for anything. He crawled over sticks and around big stones and sometimes, when he found a little pool of water, he swam. He always felt better then, because he could swim faster than he could walk.</p>

-----

Line 337 (ORIGINAL):   Mayhap you'll win while others rest.”

Line 337 (FINAL)   : <p>After a really long time, Spotty the Turtle arrived at a small pool where the sunshine was warm and inviting. In the center of it, on a mossy rock, sat Grandfather Frog fast asleep. He thought he was so far ahead of Spotty that he could safely rest his tired legs. Spotty wanted to climb up beside him and take a nap too, but he didn’t. He just grinned and kept right on going.</p>

-----

Line 338 (ORIGINAL):  </pre>

Line 338 (FINAL)   : <pre>“One step, two steps, three steps, done!”</pre>

-----

Line 339 (ORIGINAL): <p>Spotty the Turtle repeated this to himself every time he felt a bit down as he trudged along the bottom of the Laughing Brook. And every time he said it, he felt better. “One step, two steps,” he kept saying over and over, and each time he said it, he took a step and then another. They were very short steps, really short steps indeed, since Spotty's legs are very short. But each one moved him forward just a little, and he knew that he was a bit closer to what he was looking for. At least, he hoped he was.</p>

Line 339 (FINAL)   : <p>while Grandfather Frog slept on.</p>

-----

Line 340 (ORIGINAL): <p>You see, if the Laughing Brook never laughed again and the Smiling Pool never smiled again, there was nothing left to do but head down to the Big River to live, and nobody wanted to do that, especially Grandfather Frog and Spotty the Turtle.</p>

Line 340 (FINAL)   : <p>By and by, after a long time, Spotty came to another small pond, and who should he see but Jerry Muskrat happily opening and eating some freshwater clams he had found there. He was so caught up in enjoying himself that he didn't notice Spotty, and Spotty didn't say anything but kept walking, even though seeing Jerry's feast made him really hungry.</p>

-----

Line 341 (ORIGINAL): <p>Now, because Billy Mink could move faster than Little Joe Otter, and Little Joe Otter could go faster than Jerry Muskrat, and Jerry could go faster than Grandfather Frog, and Grandfather Frog could go faster than Spotty the Turtle, and since each of them wanted to be the first to discover the trouble, no one would wait for the one trailing behind. So, Spotty the Turtle, who has to carry his shell with him, was a long way behind the others. But he kept going.</p>

Line 341 (FINAL)   : <p>By and by, after a long time, he arrived at a third little pool with a high, smooth bank, and who should he see there but Little Joe Otter, who had created a slippery slide down the smooth bank and was having a fantastic time sliding down into the little pool. Spotty would have liked to take just one slide, but he didn't. He didn't even let Little Joe Otter see him, but kept right on going.</p>

-----

Line 342 (ORIGINAL): <pre>

Line 342 (FINAL)   : <pre>“One step, two steps, three steps, done!”</pre>

-----

Line 343 (ORIGINAL):  “One step, two steps, three steps, so!”

Line 343 (FINAL)   : <p>After a long time, he came across a hollow log, and just by chance, he peeked inside and saw someone curled up fast asleep. Who was it? Why, it was Billy Mink, of course! You see, Billy thought he was so far ahead that he could afford to relax, and that’s exactly what he was doing. Spotty the Turtle didn’t wake him up. He just kept on going the same slow way he had all day, and so, just as cheerful, round, red Mr. Sun was setting behind the Purple Hills, Spotty the Turtle discovered the cause of the trouble in the Laughing Brook and the Smiling Pool.</p>

-----

Line 344 (ORIGINAL):  </pre>

Line 344 (FINAL)   : <p><a id="link2HCH0015">

-----

Line 345 (ORIGINAL): <p>and he didn't stop for anything. He crawled over sticks and around big stones and sometimes, when he found a little pool of water, he swam. He always felt better then, because he could swim faster than he could walk.</p>

Line 345 (FINAL)   : <!--  H2 anchor --> </a></p>

-----

Line 346 (ORIGINAL): <p>After a really long time, Spotty the Turtle arrived at a small pool where the sunshine was warm and inviting. In the center of it, on a mossy rock, sat Grandfather Frog fast asleep. He thought he was so far ahead of Spotty that he could safely rest his tired legs. Spotty wanted to climb up beside him and take a nap too, but he didn’t. He just grinned and kept right on going.</p>

Line 346 (FINAL)   : <div style="height: 4em;">

-----

Line 347 (ORIGINAL): <pre>

Line 347 (FINAL)   : <br/><br/><br/><br/>

-----

Line 348 (ORIGINAL):  “One step, two steps, three steps, so!”

Line 348 (FINAL)   : </div>

-----

Line 349 (ORIGINAL):  </pre>

Line 349 (FINAL)   : <h2>

-----

Line 350 (ORIGINAL): <p>while Grandfather Frog slept on.</p>

Line 350 (FINAL)   :       CHAPTER XV: What Spotty The Turtle Found

-----

Line 351 (ORIGINAL): <p>By and by, after a long time, Spotty came to another small pond, and who should he see but Jerry Muskrat happily opening and eating some freshwater clams he had found there. He was so caught up in enjoying himself that he didn't notice Spotty, and Spotty didn't say anything but kept walking, even though seeing Jerry's feast made him really hungry.</p>

Line 351 (FINAL)   :     </h2>

-----

Line 352 (ORIGINAL): <p>By and by, after a long time, he arrived at a third little pool with a high, smooth bank, and who should he see there but Little Joe Otter, who had created a slippery slide down the smooth bank and was having a fantastic time sliding down into the little pool. Spotty would have liked to take just one slide, but he didn't. He didn't even let Little Joe Otter see him, but kept right on going.</p>

Line 352 (FINAL)   : <p>Spotty the Turtle stared and stared and stared, until it felt like his eyes would pop out of his funny little head. Of course, he could trust his own eyes, but still—if anyone else had seen what he was looking at and had told him about it, he wouldn’t have believed them. No way, he wouldn’t have believed it. You see, he just couldn’t believe it because—well, it didn’t seem possible at all.</p>

-----

Line 353 (ORIGINAL): <pre>

Line 353 (FINAL)   : <p>He wondered if the sun shining in his eyes was making him see more than what was really there, so he carefully changed his position. It didn’t make any difference. Then Spotty was certain that what he saw was real, and that he had discovered the cause of the problem in the Laughing Brook, which had made it stop laughing and the Smiling Pool stop smiling.</p>

-----

Line 354 (ORIGINAL):  “One step, two steps, three steps, so!”

Line 354 (FINAL)   : <p>Spotty the Turtle was feeling really good. In fact, Spotty was feeling very good because he had been the first to figure out what was wrong with the Laughing Brook. At least, he thought he was the first, and he was among all the little creatures living in the Smiling Pool. Only ol' Mistah Buzzard had come before him, and he didn’t count because his wings are broad, and all he had to do was glide over the Green Forest and look down. The ones who really mattered were Billy Mink, Little Joe Otter, Jerry Muskrat, and Grandfather Frog. Billy Mink had stopped for a nap. Little Joe Otter had paused to play. Jerry Muskrat had taken a break to eat. Grandfather Frog had stopped for a sun-nap. But Spotty the Turtle had kept going, and now here he was, the first one to find the reason for the trouble in the Laughing Brook. Do you wonder that he felt proud and very happy?</p>

-----

Line 355 (ORIGINAL):  </pre>

Line 355 (FINAL)   : <pre>Keeping it up, that's how Spotty won the race that day.</pre>

-----

Line 356 (ORIGINAL): <p>After a long time, he came across a hollow log, and just by chance, he peeked inside and saw someone curled up fast asleep. Who was it? Why, it was Billy Mink, of course! You see, Billy thought he was so far ahead that he could afford to relax, and that’s exactly what he was doing. Spotty the Turtle didn’t wake him up. He just kept on going the same slow way he had all day, and so, just as cheerful, round, red Mr. Sun was setting behind the Purple Hills, Spotty the Turtle discovered the cause of the trouble in the Laughing Brook and the Smiling Pool.</p>

Line 356 (FINAL)   : <p>But now Spotty was starting to wish that some of the others would hurry up. He wanted to know what they thought. He wanted to discuss it all. It was such a surprising thing that he couldn't make sense of it himself, and he was curious about what the others would say. Now, the long black shadows were creeping through the Green Forest, and if they didn't get there soon, they would have to wait until the next day.</p>

-----

Line 357 (ORIGINAL): <p><a id="link2HCH0015">

Line 357 (FINAL)   : <p>So Spotty the Turtle found a good spot to spend the night, and then he sat down to watch and wait. Right in front of him was the thing he'd found that puzzled him so much. What was it? It was a wall. Yep, that's exactly what it was—a wall made of logs, sticks, and mud, right across the Laughing Brook, where the banks were steep and narrow. Of course, the Laughing Brook couldn't laugh anymore; there wasn't enough water getting through that wall of logs, sticks, and mud to even start a laugh. Spotty wondered what was behind that wall, who had built it, and why, along with a lot of other things. And he was still wondering when he fell asleep.</p>

-----

Line 358 (ORIGINAL): <!--  H2 anchor --> </a></p>

Line 358 (FINAL)   : <p><a id="link2HCH0016">

-----

Line 359 (ORIGINAL): <div style="height: 4em;">

Line 359 (FINAL)   : <!--  H2 anchor --> </a></p>

-----

Line 360 (ORIGINAL): <br/><br/><br/><br/>

Line 360 (FINAL)   : <div style="height: 4em;">

-----

Line 361 (ORIGINAL): </div>

Line 361 (FINAL)   : <br/><br/><br/><br/>

-----

Line 362 (ORIGINAL): <h2>

Line 362 (FINAL)   : </div>

-----

Line 363 (ORIGINAL):       CHAPTER XV: What Spotty The Turtle Found

Line 363 (FINAL)   : <h2>

-----

Line 364 (ORIGINAL):     </h2>

Line 364 (FINAL)   :       CHAPTER XVI: The Pond In The Green Forest

-----

Line 365 (ORIGINAL): <p>Spotty the Turtle stared and stared and stared, until it felt like his eyes would pop out of his funny little head. Of course, he could trust his own eyes, but still—if anyone else had seen what he was looking at and had told him about it, he wouldn’t have believed them. No way, he wouldn’t have believed it. You see, he just couldn’t believe it because—well, it didn’t seem possible at all.</p>

Line 365 (FINAL)   :     </h2>

-----

Line 366 (ORIGINAL): <p>He wondered if the sun shining in his eyes was making him see more than what was really there, so he carefully changed his position. It didn’t make any difference. Then Spotty was certain that what he saw was real, and that he had discovered the cause of the problem in the Laughing Brook, which had made it stop laughing and the Smiling Pool stop smiling.</p>

Line 366 (FINAL)   : <p>SPOTTY THE TURTLE was awake by the time the first rays of the rising sun started to filter through the Green Forest. He was far, far up the Laughing Brook, much farther than he had ever been before, and as he yawned and stretched, he wondered if maybe he had just dreamed about the wall of logs, sticks, and mud across the Laughing Brook. When he rubbed the last bit of sleep out of his eyes, he looked again. There it was, just like he had seen it the night before! Then Spotty knew it was real, and he started to wonder what was on the other side of it.</p>

-----

Line 367 (ORIGINAL): <p>Spotty the Turtle was feeling really good. In fact, Spotty was feeling very good because he had been the first to figure out what was wrong with the Laughing Brook. At least, he thought he was the first, and he was among all the little creatures living in the Smiling Pool. Only ol' Mistah Buzzard had come before him, and he didn’t count because his wings are broad, and all he had to do was glide over the Green Forest and look down. The ones who really mattered were Billy Mink, Little Joe Otter, Jerry Muskrat, and Grandfather Frog. Billy Mink had stopped for a nap. Little Joe Otter had paused to play. Jerry Muskrat had taken a break to eat. Grandfather Frog had stopped for a sun-nap. But Spotty the Turtle had kept going, and now here he was, the first one to find the reason for the trouble in the Laughing Brook. Do you wonder that he felt proud and very happy?</p>

Line 367 (FINAL)   : <p>“I can’t climb it because my legs were never made for climbing,” Spotty said sadly as he looked at his little black feet. “Oh, I wish I could climb like Happy Jack Squirrel!” Just then, an idea popped into his head and wiped away the frown that had settled on his face. “Maybe Happy Jack sometimes wishes he could swim like I can, so I guess we’re even. I can’t climb, but he can’t swim. How silly it is to wish for things that aren’t meant for you!”</p>

-----

Line 368 (ORIGINAL): <pre>

Line 368 (FINAL)   : <p>And with that, all the frustration left Spotty the Turtle, and he started to figure out how to make the most of his short legs and his determination, which, as you already know, he had plenty of. He looked around and noticed that if he could climb to the top of the bank on one side of the Laughing Brook, he would be able to walk right out onto the unusual wall of logs, sticks, and mud, and then, of course, he could see exactly what was on the other side.</p>

-----

Line 369 (ORIGINAL):  Keeping at it, that's the way

Line 369 (FINAL)   : <p>So Spotty the Turtle stopped wasting time wishing he could do things he wasn't meant to do. Instead, he chose what seemed like the easiest spot to climb the bank and started his journey. Wow, it was tough work! You see, he had to carry his shell with him everywhere, and it would have been tricky enough to climb that bank without anything extra. Every time he climbed up three steps, he slipped back two, but he kept pushing himself, breathing heavily, and repeating to himself:</p>

-----

Line 370 (ORIGINAL):  Spotty won the race that day.

Line 370 (FINAL)   : <pre>“I can if I want to, and want to if I can! I'm bound to get there if I stick to this plan.”</pre>

-----

Line 371 (ORIGINAL): </pre>

Line 371 (FINAL)   : <p>Halfway up the bank, Spotty lost his balance, and the house he was carrying tipped him right over backward, sending him rolling back down to where he started.</p>

-----

Line 372 (ORIGINAL): <p>But now Spotty was starting to wish that some of the others would hurry up. He wanted to know what they thought. He wanted to discuss it all. It was such a surprising thing that he couldn't make sense of it himself, and he was curious about what the others would say. Now, the long black shadows were creeping through the Green Forest, and if they didn't get there soon, they would have to wait until the next day.</p>

Line 372 (FINAL)   : <p>“I needed to cool off,” Spotty said to himself as he slid into a small pool of water. Then he tried the bank again, and just like before, he slipped back two steps for every three he climbed. But he kept his mouth shut and persevered, and eventually, he made it back to where he had fallen. There he paused to catch his breath.</p>

-----

Line 373 (ORIGINAL): <p>So Spotty the Turtle found a good spot to spend the night, and then he sat down to watch and wait. Right in front of him was the thing he'd found that puzzled him so much. What was it? It was a wall. Yep, that's exactly what it was—a wall made of logs, sticks, and mud, right across the Laughing Brook, where the banks were steep and narrow. Of course, the Laughing Brook couldn't laugh anymore; there wasn't enough water getting through that wall of logs, sticks, and mud to even start a laugh. Spotty wondered what was behind that wall, who had built it, and why, along with a lot of other things. And he was still wondering when he fell asleep.</p>

Line 373 (FINAL)   : <pre>“I can if I want to, and want to if I can! I'm sure I'll get there if I stick to this plan,”</pre>

-----

Line 374 (ORIGINAL): <p><a id="link2HCH0016">

Line 374 (FINAL)   : <p>said he and started on again. Twice more he fell all the way back to where he began, but each time he laughed at himself and tried again. And finally, he reached the top of the bank.</p>

-----

Line 375 (ORIGINAL): <!--  H2 anchor --> </a></p>

Line 375 (FINAL)   : <p>“I said I could if I wanted to, and I would if I was able to, and I have!” he shouted.</p>

-----

Line 376 (ORIGINAL): <div style="height: 4em;">

Line 376 (FINAL)   : <p>Then he rushed to find out what was behind the mysterious wall. What do you think it was? It was a pond! Yes, there was a pond right in the middle of the Green Forest! Trees were growing right out of the center of it, but it was definitely a pond. Spotty found it more difficult to believe his own eyes now than when he had first seen the strange wall across the Laughing Brook.</p>

-----

Line 377 (ORIGINAL): <br/><br/><br/><br/>

Line 377 (FINAL)   : <p>“Why, why, why, what does it mean?” exclaimed Spotty the Turtle.</p>

-----

Line 378 (ORIGINAL): </div>

Line 378 (FINAL)   : <p>“That's what I want to know!” yelled Billy Mink, who rushed over just then.</p>

-----

Line 379 (ORIGINAL): <h2>

Line 379 (FINAL)   : <p><a id="link2HCH0017">

-----

Line 380 (ORIGINAL):       CHAPTER XVI: The Pond In The Green Forest

Line 380 (FINAL)   : <!--  H2 anchor --> </a></p>

-----

Line 381 (ORIGINAL):     </h2>

Line 381 (FINAL)   : <div style="height: 4em;">

-----

Line 382 (ORIGINAL): <p>SPOTTY THE TURTLE was awake by the time the first rays of the rising sun started to filter through the Green Forest. He was far, far up the Laughing Brook, much farther than he had ever been before, and as he yawned and stretched, he wondered if maybe he had just dreamed about the wall of logs, sticks, and mud across the Laughing Brook. When he rubbed the last bit of sleep out of his eyes, he looked again. There it was, just like he had seen it the night before! Then Spotty knew it was real, and he started to wonder what was on the other side of it.</p>

Line 382 (FINAL)   : <br/><br/><br/><br/>

-----

Line 383 (ORIGINAL): <p>“I can’t climb it because my legs were never made for climbing,” Spotty said sadly as he looked at his little black feet. “Oh, I wish I could climb like Happy Jack Squirrel!” Just then, an idea popped into his head and wiped away the frown that had settled on his face. “Maybe Happy Jack sometimes wishes he could swim like I can, so I guess we’re even. I can’t climb, but he can’t swim. How silly it is to wish for things that aren’t meant for you!”</p>

Line 383 (FINAL)   : </div>

-----

Line 384 (ORIGINAL): <p>And with that, all the frustration left Spotty the Turtle, and he started to figure out how to make the most of his short legs and his determination, which, as you already know, he had plenty of. He looked around and noticed that if he could climb to the top of the bank on one side of the Laughing Brook, he would be able to walk right out onto the unusual wall of logs, sticks, and mud, and then, of course, he could see exactly what was on the other side.</p>

Line 384 (FINAL)   : <h2>

-----

Line 385 (ORIGINAL): <p>So Spotty the Turtle stopped wasting time wishing he could do things he wasn't meant to do. Instead, he chose what seemed like the easiest spot to climb the bank and started his journey. Wow, it was tough work! You see, he had to carry his shell with him everywhere, and it would have been tricky enough to climb that bank without anything extra. Every time he climbed up three steps, he slipped back two, but he kept pushing himself, breathing heavily, and repeating to himself:</p>

Line 385 (FINAL)   :       CHAPTER XVII: Who Had Made The Strange Pond?

-----

Line 386 (ORIGINAL): <pre>

Line 386 (FINAL)   :     </h2>

-----

Line 387 (ORIGINAL):  “I can if I will, and will if I can!

Line 387 (FINAL)   : <p>Who created the strange pond? That’s what Spotty the Turtle wanted to know. That’s what Billy Mink wanted to know too. Little Joe Otter, Jerry Muskrat, and Grandfather Frog were curious when they showed up. Ol' Mistah Buzzard, looking down from the bright blue sky, was wondering the same thing. It was very strange, really strange! There had never been a pond in that part of the Green Forest before, not even during the times when Sister South Wind melted the snow so quickly that the Laughing Brook overflowed its banks and the Smiling Pool got twice as big as it should have been.</p>

-----

Line 388 (ORIGINAL):   I'm sure to get there if I follow this plan.”

Line 388 (FINAL)   : <p>Of course someone had built it. Spotty the Turtle knew that as soon as he saw the strange pond. In an instant, he understood what that wall of logs, brush, and mud across the Laughing Brook was for. It was to stop the water from flowing down the Laughing Brook. And of course, if the water couldn’t keep flowing and laughing on its way to the Smiling Pool, it would just stay still and grow into a pond. Of course! There was no other option. Spotty felt really proud when he figured that out all by himself.</p>

-----

Line 389 (ORIGINAL):  </pre>

Line 389 (FINAL)   : <p>“This wall we’re sitting on created the pond,” said Spotty the Turtle, after a long silence.</p>

-----

Line 390 (ORIGINAL): <p>Halfway up the bank, Spotty lost his balance, and the house he was carrying tipped him right over backward, sending him rolling back down to where he started.</p>

Line 390 (FINAL)   : <p>“You don’t say!” said Billy Mink. “How on earth did you figure that out? Are you absolutely sure the pond didn’t create the wall?”</p>

-----

Line 391 (ORIGINAL): <p>“I needed to cool off,” Spotty said to himself as he slid into a small pool of water. Then he tried the bank again, and just like before, he slipped back two steps for every three he climbed. But he kept his mouth shut and persevered, and eventually, he made it back to where he had fallen. There he paused to catch his breath.</p>

Line 391 (FINAL)   : <p>Spotty knew that Billy Mink was teasing him, but he was too easygoing to get upset over something like that. He tried to come up with a clever response, but Spotty was a slow thinker as well as a slow walker, and before he could come up with anything, Billy started talking again.</p>

-----

Line 392 (ORIGINAL): <pre>

Line 392 (FINAL)   : <p>“This wall is what Farmer Brown's son calls a dam,” said Billy Mink, who is quite the traveler. “Dams are usually built to stop water from flowing where it’s not needed or to direct it where it is needed. Now, what I want to know is, who on earth wants a pond way back here in the Green Forest, and what is it for? Who do you think built this dam, Grandfather Frog?”</p>

-----

Line 393 (ORIGINAL):  “I can if I will, and will if I can!

Line 393 (FINAL)   : <p>Grandfather Frog shook his head. His big googly eyes looked even more googly than usual as he stared at the new pond in the Green Forest.</p>

-----

Line 394 (ORIGINAL):   I'm sure to get there if I follow this plan,”

Line 394 (FINAL)   : <p>“I don't know,” said Grandfather Frog. “I don’t know what to think.”</p>

-----

Line 395 (ORIGINAL):  </pre>

Line 395 (FINAL)   : <p>“Wow, it has to be Farmer Brown's son or maybe even Farmer Brown himself,” said Jerry Muskrat.</p>

-----

Line 396 (ORIGINAL): <p>said he and started on again. Twice more he fell all the way back to where he began, but each time he laughed at himself and tried again. And finally, he reached the top of the bank.</p>

Line 396 (FINAL)   : <p>“Of course,” said Little Joe Otter, as if he was completely in the know.</p>

-----

Line 397 (ORIGINAL): <p>“I said I could if I wanted to, and I would if I was able to, and I have!” he shouted.</p>

Line 397 (FINAL)   : <p>Still Grandfather Frog shook his head, as if he didn't agree. “I don't know,” said Grandfather Frog, “I don't know. It doesn't look that way to me.”</p>

-----

Line 398 (ORIGINAL): <p>Then he rushed to find out what was behind the mysterious wall. What do you think it was? It was a pond! Yes, there was a pond right in the middle of the Green Forest! Trees were growing right out of the center of it, but it was definitely a pond. Spotty found it more difficult to believe his own eyes now than when he had first seen the strange wall across the Laughing Brook.</p>

Line 398 (FINAL)   : <p>Billy Mink darted along the top of the dam and down the back side. He surveyed everything with his sharp little eyes.</p>

-----

Line 399 (ORIGINAL): <p>“Why, why, why, what does it mean?” exclaimed Spotty the Turtle.</p>

Line 399 (FINAL)   : <p>“Grandfather Frog is right,” he said when he returned. “It doesn’t seem like the work of Farmer Brown or his son. But if they didn’t do it, who did? Who could have done it?”</p>

-----

Line 400 (ORIGINAL): <p>“That's what I want to know!” yelled Billy Mink, who rushed over just then.</p>

Line 400 (FINAL)   : <p>“I don’t know,” said Grandfather Frog again, in a dreamy voice.</p>

-----

Line 401 (ORIGINAL): <p><a id="link2HCH0017">

Line 401 (FINAL)   : <p>Spotty the Turtle looked at him and noticed that Grandfather Frog had that distant expression he always gets when he shares stories from when the world was young. “I’m not sure,” he repeated, “but it seems to me a lot like the work of—” Grandfather Frog cut off suddenly and turned to Jerry Muskrat. “Jerry Muskrat,” he said, so abruptly that Jerry nearly tipped over in surprise, “has your big cousin come down from the North?”</p>

-----

Line 402 (ORIGINAL): <!--  H2 anchor --> </a></p>

Line 402 (FINAL)   : <p><a id="link2HCH0018">

-----

Line 403 (ORIGINAL): <div style="height: 4em;">

Line 403 (FINAL)   : <!--  H2 anchor --> </a></p>

-----

Line 404 (ORIGINAL): <br/><br/><br/><br/>

Line 404 (FINAL)   : <div style="height: 4em;">

-----

Line 405 (ORIGINAL): </div>

Line 405 (FINAL)   : <br/><br/><br/><br/>

-----

Line 406 (ORIGINAL): <h2>

Line 406 (FINAL)   : </div>

-----

Line 407 (ORIGINAL):       CHAPTER XVII: Who Had Made The Strange Pond?

Line 407 (FINAL)   : <h2>

-----

Line 408 (ORIGINAL):     </h2>

Line 408 (FINAL)   :       CHAPTER XVIII: Jerry Muskrat's Big Cousin

-----

Line 409 (ORIGINAL): <p>Who created the strange pond? That’s what Spotty the Turtle wanted to know. That’s what Billy Mink wanted to know too. Little Joe Otter, Jerry Muskrat, and Grandfather Frog were curious when they showed up. Ol' Mistah Buzzard, looking down from the bright blue sky, was wondering the same thing. It was very strange, really strange! There had never been a pond in that part of the Green Forest before, not even during the times when Sister South Wind melted the snow so quickly that the Laughing Brook overflowed its banks and the Smiling Pool got twice as big as it should have been.</p>

Line 409 (FINAL)   :     </h2>

-----

Line 410 (ORIGINAL): <p>Of course someone had built it. Spotty the Turtle knew that as soon as he saw the strange pond. In an instant, he understood what that wall of logs, brush, and mud across the Laughing Brook was for. It was to stop the water from flowing down the Laughing Brook. And of course, if the water couldn’t keep flowing and laughing on its way to the Smiling Pool, it would just stay still and grow into a pond. Of course! There was no other option. Spotty felt really proud when he figured that out all by himself.</p>

Line 410 (FINAL)   : <pre>Fiddle, faddle, feedle, fuddle!  

-----

Line 411 (ORIGINAL): <p>“This wall we’re sitting on created the pond,” said Spotty the Turtle, after a long silence.</p>

Line 411 (FINAL)   : Was there ever such a mess?  

-----

Line 412 (ORIGINAL): <p>“You don’t say!” said Billy Mink. “How on earth did you figure that out? Are you absolutely sure the pond didn’t create the wall?”</p>

Line 412 (FINAL)   : Fuddle, feedle, faddle, fiddle!  

-----

Line 413 (ORIGINAL): <p>Spotty knew that Billy Mink was teasing him, but he was too easygoing to get upset over something like that. He tried to come up with a clever response, but Spotty was a slow thinker as well as a slow walker, and before he could come up with anything, Billy started talking again.</p>

Line 413 (FINAL)   : Who can solve the riddle?  </pre>

-----

Line 414 (ORIGINAL): <p>“This wall is what Farmer Brown's son calls a dam,” said Billy Mink, who is quite the traveler. “Dams are usually built to stop water from flowing where it’s not needed or to direct it where it is needed. Now, what I want to know is, who on earth wants a pond way back here in the Green Forest, and what is it for? Who do you think built this dam, Grandfather Frog?”</p>

Line 414 (FINAL)   : <p>Here was the Laughing Brook not laughing anymore. Here was the Smiling Pool not smiling anymore. Here was a brand new pond deep in the Green Forest. Here was a wall of logs, bushes, and mud called a dam, built by someone nobody had seen. And here was Grandfather Frog asking Jerry Muskrat if his big cousin had come down from the North, even though Jerry didn’t even know he had a big cousin.</p>

-----

Line 415 (ORIGINAL): <p>Grandfather Frog shook his head. His big googly eyes looked even more googly than usual as he stared at the new pond in the Green Forest.</p>

Line 415 (FINAL)   : <p>“I—I don’t have a big cousin,” said Jerry, once he had fully recovered from his surprise at Grandfather Frog’s question.</p>

-----

Line 416 (ORIGINAL): <p>“I don't know,” said Grandfather Frog. “I don’t know what to think.”</p>

Line 416 (FINAL)   : <p>“Chugarum!” exclaimed Grandfather Frog, and the way he said it made Jerry Muskrat feel really small. “Chugarum! Of course, you have a big cousin in the North. Are you telling me that you don’t know that, Jerry Muskrat?”</p>

-----

Line 417 (ORIGINAL): <p>“Wow, it has to be Farmer Brown's son or maybe even Farmer Brown himself,” said Jerry Muskrat.</p>

Line 417 (FINAL)   : <p>Jerry had to admit it was true that he didn’t know anything about that big cousin. If Grandfather Frog said he had one, it must be true, because Grandfather Frog is very old and very wise, and he knows a lot. Still, it was really hard for Jerry to believe he had a big cousin he’d never heard of.</p>

-----

Line 418 (ORIGINAL): <p>“Of course,” said Little Joe Otter, as if he was completely in the know.</p>

Line 418 (FINAL)   : <p>“Have you ever seen him, Grandfather Frog?” Jerry asked.</p>

-----

Line 419 (ORIGINAL): <p>Still Grandfather Frog shook his head, as if he didn't agree. “I don't know,” said Grandfather Frog, “I don't know. It doesn't look that way to me.”</p>

Line 419 (FINAL)   : <p>“No!” snapped Grandfather Frog. “I never did, but I know all about him. He’s a hard worker, this big cousin of yours, and he builds dams like the one we’re sitting on.”</p>

-----

Line 420 (ORIGINAL): <p>Billy Mink darted along the top of the dam and down the back side. He surveyed everything with his sharp little eyes.</p>

Line 420 (FINAL)   : <p>“I can’t believe it!” shouted Billy Mink. “I don’t believe any cousin of Jerry Muskrat ever built a dam like this. Just look at that huge tree trunk at the bottom! Only Farmer Brown or his son could have dragged that here. You’re out of your mind, Grandfather Frog, just totally out of your mind.” Billy Mink can be really disrespectful to Grandfather Frog sometimes.</p>

-----

Line 421 (ORIGINAL): <p>“Grandfather Frog is right,” he said when he returned. “It doesn’t seem like the work of Farmer Brown or his son. But if they didn’t do it, who did? Who could have done it?”</p>

Line 421 (FINAL)   : <p>“Chugarum!” responded Grandfather Frog. “I may be pretty old, but I’m not too old to learn like some people seem to be,” and he stared intently at Billy Mink. “Did I say that tree trunk was dragged here?”</p>

-----

Line 422 (ORIGINAL): <p>“I don’t know,” said Grandfather Frog again, in a dreamy voice.</p>

Line 422 (FINAL)   : <p>“No,” replied Billy Mink, “but if it wasn't brought here, how did it get here? You're so smart, Grandfather Frog, tell me that!”</p>

-----

Line 423 (ORIGINAL): <p>Spotty the Turtle looked at him and noticed that Grandfather Frog had that distant expression he always gets when he shares stories from when the world was young. “I’m not sure,” he repeated, “but it seems to me a lot like the work of—” Grandfather Frog cut off suddenly and turned to Jerry Muskrat. “Jerry Muskrat,” he said, so abruptly that Jerry nearly tipped over in surprise, “has your big cousin come down from the North?”</p>

Line 423 (FINAL)   : <p>Grandfather Frog blinked his big, googly eyes at Billy Mink and said, sounding genuinely sorry for him, “Your eyes are really bright and sharp, Billy Mink, and it’s a shame that you’ve never learned how to use them. That tree wasn’t dragged here; it was cut so that it fell exactly where it is.” As he spoke, Grandfather Frog pointed to the stump of the tree, and Billy Mink realized he was right.</p>

-----

Line 424 (ORIGINAL): <p><a id="link2HCH0018">

Line 424 (FINAL)   : <p>But Billy Mink is like a lot of other people; he really loves to have the last word. Now he suddenly started to laugh.</p>

-----

Line 425 (ORIGINAL): <!--  H2 anchor --> </a></p>

Line 425 (FINAL)   : <p>“Ha, ha, ha! Ho, ho, ho!” laughed Billy Mink. “Ho, ho, ho! Ha, ha, ha!”</p>

-----

Line 426 (ORIGINAL): <div style="height: 4em;">

Line 426 (FINAL)   : <p>“What’s so funny?” snapped Grandfather Frog, because nothing makes him angrier than being laughed at.</p>

-----

Line 427 (ORIGINAL): <br/><br/><br/><br/>

Line 427 (FINAL)   : <p>“Are you saying that anyone besides Farmer Brown or his son could have chopped down such a big tree?” Billy asked. “That would be just as difficult as dragging the tree here.”</p>

-----

Line 428 (ORIGINAL): </div>

Line 428 (FINAL)   : <p>“Jerry Muskrat's big cousin from the North could do it, and I believe he did,” replied Grandfather Frog. “Now that we know what’s causing the trouble in the Laughing Brook and the Smiling Pool, what are we going to do about it?”</p>

-----

Line 429 (ORIGINAL): <h2>

Line 429 (FINAL)   : <p><a id="link2HCH0019">

-----

Line 430 (ORIGINAL):       CHAPTER XVIII: Jerry Muskrat's Big Cousin

Line 430 (FINAL)   : <!--  H2 anchor --> </a></p>

-----

Line 431 (ORIGINAL):     </h2>

Line 431 (FINAL)   : <div style="height: 4em;">

-----

Line 432 (ORIGINAL): <pre>

Line 432 (FINAL)   : <br/><br/><br/><br/>

-----

Line 433 (ORIGINAL):  Fiddle, faddle, feedle, fuddle!

Line 433 (FINAL)   : </div>

-----

Line 434 (ORIGINAL):  Was there ever such a muddle?

Line 434 (FINAL)   : <h2>

-----

Line 435 (ORIGINAL):  Fuddle, feedle, faddle, fiddle!

Line 435 (FINAL)   :       CHAPTER XIX: Jerry Muskrat Has A Busy Day

-----

Line 436 (ORIGINAL):  Who is there will solve the riddle?

Line 436 (FINAL)   :     </h2>

-----

Line 437 (ORIGINAL): </pre>

Line 437 (FINAL)   : <p>There was a strange pond in the Green Forest, and there was the dam made of logs, sticks, and mud that created the strange pond, but no matter how hard they looked, Billy Mink, Little Joe Otter, Jerry Muskrat, Grandfather Frog, and Spotty the Turtle couldn't see the one who built the dam. It was really odd. The more they thought about it, the odder it felt. They looked this way and that way.</p>

-----

Line 438 (ORIGINAL): <p>Here was the Laughing Brook not laughing anymore. Here was the Smiling Pool not smiling anymore. Here was a brand new pond deep in the Green Forest. Here was a wall of logs, bushes, and mud called a dam, built by someone nobody had seen. And here was Grandfather Frog asking Jerry Muskrat if his big cousin had come down from the North, even though Jerry didn’t even know he had a big cousin.</p>

Line 438 (FINAL)   : <p>“There’s one thing that’s very clear: whoever built this dam didn’t care about the people living by the Laughing Brook and the Smiling Pool,” said Grandfather Frog. “They’re selfish, just plain, everyday selfish; that’s what they are! Now the Laughing Brook can’t laugh, and the Smiling Pool can’t smile because this dam is blocking the water from flowing, and so—” Grandfather Frog stopped and looked around at his four friends.</p>

-----

Line 439 (ORIGINAL): <p>“I—I don’t have a big cousin,” said Jerry, once he had fully recovered from his surprise at Grandfather Frog’s question.</p>

Line 439 (FINAL)   : <p>“And so what?” Billy Mink exclaimed impatiently.</p>

-----

Line 440 (ORIGINAL): <p>“Chugarum!” exclaimed Grandfather Frog, and the way he said it made Jerry Muskrat feel really small. “Chugarum! Of course, you have a big cousin in the North. Are you telling me that you don’t know that, Jerry Muskrat?”</p>

Line 440 (FINAL)   : <p>“And so we need to break this dam. We have to create a path for the water to flow through,” said Grandfather Frog very seriously.</p>

-----

Line 441 (ORIGINAL): <p>Jerry had to admit it was true that he didn’t know anything about that big cousin. If Grandfather Frog said he had one, it must be true, because Grandfather Frog is very old and very wise, and he knows a lot. Still, it was really hard for Jerry to believe he had a big cousin he’d never heard of.</p>

Line 441 (FINAL)   : <p>“Absolutely! That’s exactly it!” shouted Little Joe Otter, Billy Mink, Jerry Muskrat, and Spotty the Turtle. Then Little Joe Otter glanced at Billy Mink, Billy Mink glanced at Jerry Muskrat, Jerry Muskrat looked at Spotty the Turtle, and after that, they all focused intently on Grandfather Frog, and together they asked, “How are we going to do this?”</p>

-----

Line 442 (ORIGINAL): <p>“Have you ever seen him, Grandfather Frog?” Jerry asked.</p>

Line 442 (FINAL)   : <p>Grandfather Frog scratched his head thoughtfully and stared for a long time at the dam made of logs, sticks, and mud. Then his big mouth broke into a broad smile.</p>

-----

Line 443 (ORIGINAL): <p>“No!” snapped Grandfather Frog. “I never did, but I know all about him. He’s a hard worker, this big cousin of yours, and he builds dams like the one we’re sitting on.”</p>

Line 443 (FINAL)   : <p>“That's really easy,” he said. “Jerry Muskrat will dig a big hole through the dam near the bottom, because he knows how to do it, and the rest of us will keep an eye out to make sure nothing bad happens.”</p>

-----

Line 444 (ORIGINAL): <p>“I can’t believe it!” shouted Billy Mink. “I don’t believe any cousin of Jerry Muskrat ever built a dam like this. Just look at that huge tree trunk at the bottom! Only Farmer Brown or his son could have dragged that here. You’re out of your mind, Grandfather Frog, just totally out of your mind.” Billy Mink can be really disrespectful to Grandfather Frog sometimes.</p>

Line 444 (FINAL)   : <p>“The very thing!” shouted Little Joe Otter, Billy Mink, and Spotty the Turtle, but Jerry Muskrat thought it was unfair. You see, it left him with all the hard work to do. However, Jerry thought about his beloved Smiling Pool and how awful it would be if it stopped smiling, so without another word, he got to work.</p>

-----

Line 445 (ORIGINAL): <p>“Chugarum!” responded Grandfather Frog. “I may be pretty old, but I’m not too old to learn like some people seem to be,” and he stared intently at Billy Mink. “Did I say that tree trunk was dragged here?”</p>

Line 445 (FINAL)   : <p>Now Jerry Muskrat is a hard worker, and he had dug many long tunnels into the bank around the Smiling Pool, so he was confident he could quickly make a hole through this dam. But almost immediately, he ran into trouble. Yes, Sir, Jerry barely started before he encountered real problems. You see, that dam was mostly made of sticks instead of mud, and so, instead of digging in like he would have into the bank of the Smiling Pool, he had to pause every few minutes to chew through the sticks that were blocking his way.</p>

-----

Line 446 (ORIGINAL): <p>“No,” replied Billy Mink, “but if it wasn't brought here, how did it get here? You're so smart, Grandfather Frog, tell me that!”</p>

Line 446 (FINAL)   : <p>It was tough work, the toughest kind of tough work. But Jerry Muskrat is the type who gets even more determined to do the job the harder it is. So, while Grandfather Frog sat at one end of the dam pretending to keep watch but actually napping in the warm sunshine, and while Spotty the Turtle sat at the other end of the dam doing the same thing, and while Billy Mink and Little Joe Otter swam around in the strange pond enjoying themselves, Jerry Muskrat just kept working and working and working. And just as the cheerful, round, red Mr. Sun started to set behind the Purple Hills, Jerry broke through into the strange pond, and the water began to flow in the Laughing Brook once again.</p>

-----

Line 447 (ORIGINAL): <p>Grandfather Frog blinked his big, googly eyes at Billy Mink and said, sounding genuinely sorry for him, “Your eyes are really bright and sharp, Billy Mink, and it’s a shame that you’ve never learned how to use them. That tree wasn’t dragged here; it was cut so that it fell exactly where it is.” As he spoke, Grandfather Frog pointed to the stump of the tree, and Billy Mink realized he was right.</p>

Line 447 (FINAL)   : <p><a id="link2HCH0020">

-----

Line 448 (ORIGINAL): <p>But Billy Mink is like a lot of other people; he really loves to have the last word. Now he suddenly started to laugh.</p>

Line 448 (FINAL)   : <!--  H2 anchor --> </a></p>

-----

Line 449 (ORIGINAL): <p>“Ha, ha, ha! Ho, ho, ho!” laughed Billy Mink. “Ho, ho, ho! Ha, ha, ha!”</p>

Line 449 (FINAL)   : <div style="height: 4em;">

-----

Line 450 (ORIGINAL): <p>“What’s so funny?” snapped Grandfather Frog, because nothing makes him angrier than being laughed at.</p>

Line 450 (FINAL)   : <br/><br/><br/><br/>

-----

Line 451 (ORIGINAL): <p>“Are you saying that anyone besides Farmer Brown or his son could have chopped down such a big tree?” Billy asked. “That would be just as difficult as dragging the tree here.”</p>

Line 451 (FINAL)   : </div>

-----

Line 452 (ORIGINAL): <p>“Jerry Muskrat's big cousin from the North could do it, and I believe he did,” replied Grandfather Frog. “Now that we know what’s causing the trouble in the Laughing Brook and the Smiling Pool, what are we going to do about it?”</p>

Line 452 (FINAL)   : <h2>

-----

Line 453 (ORIGINAL): <p><a id="link2HCH0019">

Line 453 (FINAL)   :       CHAPTER XX: Jerry Has A Dreadful Disappointment

-----

Line 454 (ORIGINAL): <!--  H2 anchor --> </a></p>

Line 454 (FINAL)   :     </h2>

-----

Line 455 (ORIGINAL): <div style="height: 4em;">

Line 455 (FINAL)   : <pre>There's nothing in this world that's certain,  

-----

Line 456 (ORIGINAL): <br/><br/><br/><br/>

Line 456 (FINAL)   : No matter how we strategize and organize.  

-----

Line 457 (ORIGINAL): </div>

Line 457 (FINAL)   : We just have to be satisfied  

-----

Line 458 (ORIGINAL): <h2>

Line 458 (FINAL)   : With doing the best we can.  </pre>

-----

Line 459 (ORIGINAL):       CHAPTER XIX: Jerry Muskrat Has A Busy Day

Line 459 (FINAL)   : <p>Jerry Muskrat had curled up for the night, so tired that he could barely keep his eyes open long enough to find a comfy spot to sleep. But he was happy. Yes, Jerry was really happy. He could hear the Laughing Brook starting to laugh again. It was just a soft, gurgling laugh, but Jerry knew that soon it would grow into the full laugh that makes music through the Green Forest and brings joy to everyone who hears it.</p>

-----

Line 460 (ORIGINAL):     </h2>

Line 460 (FINAL)   : <p>So Jerry was happy, because wasn't it his doing that the Laughing Brook was starting to laugh again? He had spent the entire day making a hole in the dam that someone had built across the Laughing Brook, which had stopped its laughter. Now the water was flowing again, and soon the new, strange pond behind the dam in the Green Forest would disappear, and the Laughing Brook and the Smiling Pool would be their beautiful selves once more. It was because he had worked so hard all day that he was ready to sleep now. Usually, he preferred to sleep part of the day and be out at night.</p>

-----

Line 461 (ORIGINAL): <p>There was a strange pond in the Green Forest, and there was the dam made of logs, sticks, and mud that created the strange pond, but no matter how hard they looked, Billy Mink, Little Joe Otter, Jerry Muskrat, Grandfather Frog, and Spotty the Turtle couldn't see the one who built the dam. It was really odd. The more they thought about it, the odder it felt. They looked this way and that way.</p>

Line 461 (FINAL)   : <p>Jerry Muskrat had really nice dreams that night, dreams of the beloved Smiling Pool, smiling just like it always had for as long as Jerry could remember, before this trouble started. He was still dreaming when Spotty the Turtle found him and woke him up, because it was bright daylight. Jerry yawned and stretched, then lay still for a minute to listen to the soothing sound of the Laughing Brook. But there was no soothing sound. There was complete silence. Jerry started to wonder if he was actually awake. He looked at Spotty the Turtle, and he realized that he was, because Spotty's face looked so worried.</p>

-----

Line 462 (ORIGINAL): <p>“There’s one thing that’s very clear: whoever built this dam didn’t care about the people living by the Laughing Brook and the Smiling Pool,” said Grandfather Frog. “They’re selfish, just plain, everyday selfish; that’s what they are! Now the Laughing Brook can’t laugh, and the Smiling Pool can’t smile because this dam is blocking the water from flowing, and so—” Grandfather Frog stopped and looked around at his four friends.</p>

Line 462 (FINAL)   : <p>“Get up, Jerry Muskrat, and come see the hole you made yesterday in the dam. You must not have done your job very well, because the hole has filled up, and the water isn't flowing anymore,” said Spotty.</p>

-----

Line 463 (ORIGINAL): <p>“And so what?” Billy Mink exclaimed impatiently.</p>

Line 463 (FINAL)   : <p>“I did it well!” Jerry snapped angrily. “I did it as well as I could. You lazy people who just sit and take sun naps while pretending to keep watch better get up and do some work yourselves if you don’t like how I do mine.”</p>

-----

Line 464 (ORIGINAL): <p>“And so we need to break this dam. We have to create a path for the water to flow through,” said Grandfather Frog very seriously.</p>

Line 464 (FINAL)   : <p>“I—I’m really sorry, Jerry Muskrat. I didn’t mean to say that,” replied Spotty. “You see, we’re all concerned. We thought that by this morning the Laughing Brook would be filled with water again, and we could go back to the Smiling Pool whenever we wanted, but it’s just as bad as before.”</p>

-----

Line 465 (ORIGINAL): <p>“Absolutely! That’s exactly it!” shouted Little Joe Otter, Billy Mink, Jerry Muskrat, and Spotty the Turtle. Then Little Joe Otter glanced at Billy Mink, Billy Mink glanced at Jerry Muskrat, Jerry Muskrat looked at Spotty the Turtle, and after that, they all focused intently on Grandfather Frog, and together they asked, “How are we going to do this?”</p>

Line 465 (FINAL)   : <p>“Maybe the problem is just that some sticks and grass floated down in the water and blocked the hole I made; that has to be the issue,” Jerry said hopefully, as he rushed towards the dam.</p>

-----

Line 466 (ORIGINAL): <p>Grandfather Frog scratched his head thoughtfully and stared for a long time at the dam made of logs, sticks, and mud. Then his big mouth broke into a broad smile.</p>

Line 466 (FINAL)   : <p>First, he carefully checked it out from the Laughing Brook side. Then he dove underwater on the other side. He was gone for a long time, and Billy Mink was just about to dive in to see what had happened to him when he surfaced again.</p>

-----

Line 467 (ORIGINAL): <p>“That's really easy,” he said. “Jerry Muskrat will dig a big hole through the dam near the bottom, because he knows how to do it, and the rest of us will keep an eye out to make sure nothing bad happens.”</p>

Line 467 (FINAL)   : <p>“What’s going on?” shouted Spotty the Turtle, Grandfather Frog, Billy Mink, and Little Joe Otter together. “Is the hole blocked with stuff that’s washed in?”</p>

-----

Line 468 (ORIGINAL): <p>“The very thing!” shouted Little Joe Otter, Billy Mink, and Spotty the Turtle, but Jerry Muskrat thought it was unfair. You see, it left him with all the hard work to do. However, Jerry thought about his beloved Smiling Pool and how awful it would be if it stopped smiling, so without another word, he got to work.</p>

Line 468 (FINAL)   : <p>Jerry shook his head as he slowly climbed out of the water. “No,” he said. “No, it isn't filled with debris washed down by the water. It's filled with sticks and mud that someone put there. Someone filled in the hole I worked so hard to dig out yesterday, and it’ll take me all day to clear it out again.”</p>

-----

Line 469 (ORIGINAL): <p>Now Jerry Muskrat is a hard worker, and he had dug many long tunnels into the bank around the Smiling Pool, so he was confident he could quickly make a hole through this dam. But almost immediately, he ran into trouble. Yes, Sir, Jerry barely started before he encountered real problems. You see, that dam was mostly made of sticks instead of mud, and so, instead of digging in like he would have into the bank of the Smiling Pool, he had to pause every few minutes to chew through the sticks that were blocking his way.</p>

Line 469 (FINAL)   : <p>Then Grandfather Frog, Spotty the Turtle, Billy Mink, Little Joe Otter, and Jerry Muskrat all stared at one mother, and for a long time, no one said anything.</p>

-----

Line 470 (ORIGINAL): <p>It was tough work, the toughest kind of tough work. But Jerry Muskrat is the type who gets even more determined to do the job the harder it is. So, while Grandfather Frog sat at one end of the dam pretending to keep watch but actually napping in the warm sunshine, and while Spotty the Turtle sat at the other end of the dam doing the same thing, and while Billy Mink and Little Joe Otter swam around in the strange pond enjoying themselves, Jerry Muskrat just kept working and working and working. And just as the cheerful, round, red Mr. Sun started to set behind the Purple Hills, Jerry broke through into the strange pond, and the water began to flow in the Laughing Brook once again.</p>

Line 470 (FINAL)   : <p><a id="link2HCH0021">

-----

Line 471 (ORIGINAL): <p><a id="link2HCH0020">

Line 471 (FINAL)   : <!--  H2 anchor --> </a></p>

-----

Line 472 (ORIGINAL): <!--  H2 anchor --> </a></p>

Line 472 (FINAL)   : <div style="height: 4em;">

-----

Line 473 (ORIGINAL): <div style="height: 4em;">

Line 473 (FINAL)   : <br/><br/><br/><br/>

-----

Line 474 (ORIGINAL): <br/><br/><br/><br/>

Line 474 (FINAL)   : </div>

-----

Line 475 (ORIGINAL): </div>

Line 475 (FINAL)   : <h2>

-----

Line 476 (ORIGINAL): <h2>

Line 476 (FINAL)   :       CHAPTER XXI: Jerry Muskrat Keeps Watch

-----

Line 477 (ORIGINAL):       CHAPTER XX: Jerry Has A Dreadful Disappointment

Line 477 (FINAL)   :     </h2>

-----

Line 478 (ORIGINAL):     </h2>

Line 478 (FINAL)   : <pre>“The way to figure things out,  

-----

Line 479 (ORIGINAL): <pre>

Line 479 (FINAL)   : And what's happening all around,  

-----

Line 480 (ORIGINAL):  There's nothing in this world that's sure,

Line 480 (FINAL)   : Is to keep my eyes wide open  

-----

Line 481 (ORIGINAL):   No matter how we scheme and plan.

Line 481 (FINAL)   : And my ears always listening.”  </pre>

-----

Line 482 (ORIGINAL):  We simply have to be content

Line 482 (FINAL)   : <p>So said Jerry Muskrat, as he settled himself comfortably on one end of the new dam across the Laughing Brook deep in the Green Forest and watched the dark shadows creep farther and farther out into the strange pond made by the new dam.</p>

-----

Line 483 (ORIGINAL):   With doing just the best we can.

Line 483 (FINAL)   : <p>“I'm going to find out who built this dam and who filled the hole I made in it! I'm going to find out if I have to move up here and live all summer!” The way Jerry said this and snapped his teeth together made it clear he meant every word.</p>

-----

Line 484 (ORIGINAL): </pre>

Line 484 (FINAL)   : <p>You see, Jerry had spent another long, exhausting day reopening the hole in the dam, only to have it closed again while he slept. That was the last straw for Jerry. He didn’t try again. Instead, he decided to find out who was playing this trick on him. He would just watch until they showed up, and then if they weren’t bigger than him, or if there weren’t too many of them, he would—well, the way Jerry ground and clashed those sharp teeth of his made it sound like he intended to do something really serious.</p>

-----

Line 485 (ORIGINAL): <p>Jerry Muskrat had curled up for the night, so tired that he could barely keep his eyes open long enough to find a comfy spot to sleep. But he was happy. Yes, Jerry was really happy. He could hear the Laughing Brook starting to laugh again. It was just a soft, gurgling laugh, but Jerry knew that soon it would grow into the full laugh that makes music through the Green Forest and brings joy to everyone who hears it.</p>

Line 485 (FINAL)   : <p>Billy Mink and Little Joe Otter had given up in frustration and started toward the Big River. They're great travelers anyway, so they didn't mind too much since there wasn't enough water left in the Laughing Brook and the Smiling Pool. Grandfather Frog and Spotty the Turtle, who are very, very slow travelers, had decided that the Big River was too far away, so they would stick around and live in the strange pond for a while, even though it wasn't nearly as nice as their beloved Smiling Pool. They had fallen asleep now, each in their own secret spot where they would be safe for the night.</p>

-----

Line 486 (ORIGINAL): <p>So Jerry was happy, because wasn't it his doing that the Laughing Brook was starting to laugh again? He had spent the entire day making a hole in the dam that someone had built across the Laughing Brook, which had stopped its laughter. Now the water was flowing again, and soon the new, strange pond behind the dam in the Green Forest would disappear, and the Laughing Brook and the Smiling Pool would be their beautiful selves once more. It was because he had worked so hard all day that he was ready to sleep now. Usually, he preferred to sleep part of the day and be out at night.</p>

Line 486 (FINAL)   : <p>So Jerry Muskrat sat alone and watched. The black shadows crept farther and farther across the pond and grew darker and darker. Jerry didn't mind this, because, as you know, his eyes are built for seeing in the dark, and he really loves the night. Jerry had been sitting there for a long time without moving. He was listening and watching. Eventually, he saw something that made him catch his breath and anger spark in his eyes. It was a little silver line on the water, and it was coming straight towards the dam where he sat. Jerry knew that it was caused by someone swimming.</p>

-----

Line 487 (ORIGINAL): <p>Jerry Muskrat had really nice dreams that night, dreams of the beloved Smiling Pool, smiling just like it always had for as long as Jerry could remember, before this trouble started. He was still dreaming when Spotty the Turtle found him and woke him up, because it was bright daylight. Jerry yawned and stretched, then lay still for a minute to listen to the soothing sound of the Laughing Brook. But there was no soothing sound. There was complete silence. Jerry started to wonder if he was actually awake. He looked at Spotty the Turtle, and he realized that he was, because Spotty's face looked so worried.</p>

Line 487 (FINAL)   : <p>“Ha!” said Jerry. “Now we’ll see!”</p>

-----

Line 488 (ORIGINAL): <p>“Get up, Jerry Muskrat, and come see the hole you made yesterday in the dam. You must not have done your job very well, because the hole has filled up, and the water isn't flowing anymore,” said Spotty.</p>

Line 488 (FINAL)   : <p>Nearer and nearer came the silver line. Then Jerry spotted the swimmer's head. Suddenly, all his anger disappeared. He didn’t have space for anger; a huge fear had pushed it aside. The head was larger than any Muskrat Jerry had ever seen. It was bigger than any of Billy Mink’s relatives. It was the head of a stranger, a stranger so big that Jerry felt very, very small and hoped with all his might that the stranger wouldn’t see him.</p>

-----

Line 489 (ORIGINAL): <p>“I did it well!” Jerry snapped angrily. “I did it as well as I could. You lazy people who just sit and take sun naps while pretending to keep watch better get up and do some work yourselves if you don’t like how I do mine.”</p>

Line 489 (FINAL)   : <p>Jerry held his breath as the stranger swam by and then climbed out onto the dam. He looked a lot like Jerry, just so much bigger. And his tail! Jerry had never seen a tail like that. It was wide and flat. Suddenly, the big stranger turned and looked directly at Jerry.</p>

-----

Line 490 (ORIGINAL): <p>“I—I’m really sorry, Jerry Muskrat. I didn’t mean to say that,” replied Spotty. “You see, we’re all concerned. We thought that by this morning the Laughing Brook would be filled with water again, and we could go back to the Smiling Pool whenever we wanted, but it’s just as bad as before.”</p>

Line 490 (FINAL)   : <p>“Hey, Jerry Muskrat!” he said. “Don’t you recognize me?”</p>

-----

Line 491 (ORIGINAL): <p>“Maybe the problem is just that some sticks and grass floated down in the water and blocked the hole I made; that has to be the issue,” Jerry said hopefully, as he rushed towards the dam.</p>

Line 491 (FINAL)   : <p>Jerry was too scared to speak.</p>

-----

Line 492 (ORIGINAL): <p>First, he carefully checked it out from the Laughing Brook side. Then he dove underwater on the other side. He was gone for a long time, and Billy Mink was just about to dive in to see what had happened to him when he surfaced again.</p>

Line 492 (FINAL)   : <p>“I'm your older cousin from the North; I'm Paddy the Beaver, and if you leave my dam alone, I think we can be good friends,” continued the stranger.</p>

-----

Line 493 (ORIGINAL): <p>“What’s going on?” shouted Spotty the Turtle, Grandfather Frog, Billy Mink, and Little Joe Otter together. “Is the hole blocked with stuff that’s washed in?”</p>

Line 493 (FINAL)   : <p>“I—I—I hope so,” Jerry said in a very quiet voice, trying to be polite, but his teeth were chattering from fear.</p>

-----

Line 494 (ORIGINAL): <p>Jerry shook his head as he slowly climbed out of the water. “No,” he said. “No, it isn't filled with debris washed down by the water. It's filled with sticks and mud that someone put there. Someone filled in the hole I worked so hard to dig out yesterday, and it’ll take me all day to clear it out again.”</p>

Line 494 (FINAL)   : <p><a id="link2HCH0022">

-----

Line 495 (ORIGINAL): <p>Then Grandfather Frog, Spotty the Turtle, Billy Mink, Little Joe Otter, and Jerry Muskrat all stared at one mother, and for a long time, no one said anything.</p>

Line 495 (FINAL)   : <!--  H2 anchor --> </a></p>

-----

Line 496 (ORIGINAL): <p><a id="link2HCH0021">

Line 496 (FINAL)   : <div style="height: 4em;">

-----

Line 497 (ORIGINAL): <!--  H2 anchor --> </a></p>

Line 497 (FINAL)   : <br/><br/><br/><br/>

-----

Line 498 (ORIGINAL): <div style="height: 4em;">

Line 498 (FINAL)   : </div>

-----

Line 499 (ORIGINAL): <br/><br/><br/><br/>

Line 499 (FINAL)   : <h2>

-----

Line 500 (ORIGINAL): </div>

Line 500 (FINAL)   :       CHAPTER XXII: Jerry Loses His Fear

-----

Line 501 (ORIGINAL): <h2>

Line 501 (FINAL)   :     </h2>

-----

Line 502 (ORIGINAL):       CHAPTER XXI: Jerry Muskrat Keeps Watch

Line 502 (FINAL)   : <pre>“Oh, tell me, you and you and you,  

-----

Line 503 (ORIGINAL):     </h2>

Line 503 (FINAL)   :   If you’ve ever heard  

-----

Line 504 (ORIGINAL): <pre>

Line 504 (FINAL)   :   Of all that’s wonderful and great  

-----

Line 505 (ORIGINAL):  “The way in which to find things out,

Line 505 (FINAL)   :   The greatest is the spoken word?”</pre>

-----

Line 506 (ORIGINAL):   And what goes on all round about,

Line 506 (FINAL)   : <p>It's true. It’s the truest thing ever. If you don’t believe it, just ask Jerry Muskrat. He’ll tell you it’s true, and Jerry knows. You see, here’s the deal: Words are more than just sounds. Oh, absolutely! They are little messengers, and once they’ve been sent out, you can’t take them back. No way, you can’t take them back, and sometimes that’s really sad because—well, these little messengers always carry something to someone else, and that something might be anger, hate, fear, or a lie, and those are the things that cause most of the trouble in this world. Or that something could be love, sympathy, helpfulness, or kindness, and those are the things that really help solve most of the troubles in this world.</p>

-----

Line 507 (ORIGINAL):   Is just to keep my two eyes peeled

Line 507 (FINAL)   : <p>Just take the ease of Jerry Muskrat. There he sat on the new dam that had created the unusual pond in the Green Forest, shaking with fear until his teeth chattered, as he watched a stranger much bigger than him climb up on the dam. Jerry was scared because he had seen that the stranger could swim just as well as he could, and since Jerry didn’t have any secret burrows there, he realized he couldn't escape the stranger if he wanted to. Somehow, Jerry knew without being told that the stranger had built the dam, and you know Jerry had twice made a hole in the dam to let the water out of the unusual pond into the Laughing Brook. Jerry felt deep down that if he had built that dam, he would be very, very angry with anyone who tried to mess it up, and that's exactly what he had tried to do. So he sat with chattering teeth, too scared to even think about running.</p>

-----

Line 508 (ORIGINAL):   And two ears all the time unsealed.”

Line 508 (FINAL)   : <p>“I wish I had let someone else take the watch,” said Jerry to himself.</p>

-----

Line 509 (ORIGINAL):  </pre>

Line 509 (FINAL)   : <p>Then the big stranger spoke. He said, “Hey, Jerry Muskrat! Don’t you recognize me?” and his voice didn’t sound angry at all. Then he told Jerry that he was his big cousin, Paddy the Beaver, and he hoped they could be friends.</p>

-----

Line 510 (ORIGINAL): <p>So said Jerry Muskrat, as he settled himself comfortably on one end of the new dam across the Laughing Brook deep in the Green Forest and watched the dark shadows creep farther and farther out into the strange pond made by the new dam.</p>

Line 510 (FINAL)   : <p>Now everything was just as it had been before—the strange pond, the dam, Jerry himself, the big stranger, and the black shadows of the night—but somehow, everything felt different, all because a few kind words had been exchanged. A huge weight had lifted from Jerry's heart, replaced by a strong hope that maybe there wouldn't be any trouble after all. So he responded to Paddy the Beaver as politely as he could. Paddy was just as courteous, and before Jerry knew it, instead of being enemies, as he had always thought would happen when he found the builder of the dam, they were becoming the best of friends, all because Paddy the Beaver had said the right thing in the right way.</p>

-----

Line 511 (ORIGINAL): <p>“I'm going to find out who built this dam and who filled the hole I made in it! I'm going to find out if I have to move up here and live all summer!” The way Jerry said this and snapped his teeth together made it clear he meant every word.</p>

Line 511 (FINAL)   : <p>“But you still haven't explained why you made those holes in my dam, Cousin Jerry,” Paddy the Beaver finally said.</p>

-----

Line 512 (ORIGINAL): <p>You see, Jerry had spent another long, exhausting day reopening the hole in the dam, only to have it closed again while he slept. That was the last straw for Jerry. He didn’t try again. Instead, he decided to find out who was playing this trick on him. He would just watch until they showed up, and then if they weren’t bigger than him, or if there weren’t too many of them, he would—well, the way Jerry ground and clashed those sharp teeth of his made it sound like he intended to do something really serious.</p>

Line 512 (FINAL)   : <p>Jerry didn’t know what to say. He was really happy with his big new cousin, but he didn’t want to hurt his feelings by saying he thought that dam shouldn’t be across the Laughing Brook. At the same time, he wanted Paddy to understand how he had ruined the Laughing Brook and the Smiling Pool. Finally, he decided to tell the whole story.</p>

-----

Line 513 (ORIGINAL): <p>Billy Mink and Little Joe Otter had given up in frustration and started toward the Big River. They're great travelers anyway, so they didn't mind too much since there wasn't enough water left in the Laughing Brook and the Smiling Pool. Grandfather Frog and Spotty the Turtle, who are very, very slow travelers, had decided that the Big River was too far away, so they would stick around and live in the strange pond for a while, even though it wasn't nearly as nice as their beloved Smiling Pool. They had fallen asleep now, each in their own secret spot where they would be safe for the night.</p>

Line 513 (FINAL)   : <p><a id="link2HCH0023">

-----

Line 514 (ORIGINAL): <p>So Jerry Muskrat sat alone and watched. The black shadows crept farther and farther across the pond and grew darker and darker. Jerry didn't mind this, because, as you know, his eyes are built for seeing in the dark, and he really loves the night. Jerry had been sitting there for a long time without moving. He was listening and watching. Eventually, he saw something that made him catch his breath and anger spark in his eyes. It was a little silver line on the water, and it was coming straight towards the dam where he sat. Jerry knew that it was caused by someone swimming.</p>

Line 514 (FINAL)   : <!--  H2 anchor --> </a></p>

-----

Line 515 (ORIGINAL): <p>“Ha!” said Jerry. “Now we’ll see!”</p>

Line 515 (FINAL)   : <div style="height: 4em;">

-----

Line 516 (ORIGINAL): <p>Nearer and nearer came the silver line. Then Jerry spotted the swimmer's head. Suddenly, all his anger disappeared. He didn’t have space for anger; a huge fear had pushed it aside. The head was larger than any Muskrat Jerry had ever seen. It was bigger than any of Billy Mink’s relatives. It was the head of a stranger, a stranger so big that Jerry felt very, very small and hoped with all his might that the stranger wouldn’t see him.</p>

Line 516 (FINAL)   : <br/><br/><br/><br/>

-----

Line 517 (ORIGINAL): <p>Jerry held his breath as the stranger swam by and then climbed out onto the dam. He looked a lot like Jerry, just so much bigger. And his tail! Jerry had never seen a tail like that. It was wide and flat. Suddenly, the big stranger turned and looked directly at Jerry.</p>

Line 517 (FINAL)   : </div>

-----

Line 518 (ORIGINAL): <p>“Hey, Jerry Muskrat!” he said. “Don’t you recognize me?”</p>

Line 518 (FINAL)   : <h2>

-----

Line 519 (ORIGINAL): <p>Jerry was too scared to speak.</p>

Line 519 (FINAL)   :       CHAPTER XXIII: Paddy The Beaver Does A Kind Deed

-----

Line 520 (ORIGINAL): <p>“I'm your older cousin from the North; I'm Paddy the Beaver, and if you leave my dam alone, I think we can be good friends,” continued the stranger.</p>

Line 520 (FINAL)   :     </h2>

-----

Line 521 (ORIGINAL): <p>“I—I—I hope so,” Jerry said in a very quiet voice, trying to be polite, but his teeth were chattering from fear.</p>

Line 521 (FINAL)   : <p>Paddy the Beaver listened to everything his little cousin, Jerry Muskrat, had to say about the trouble that Paddy's dam had caused in the Laughing Brook and the Smiling Pool.</p>

-----

Line 522 (ORIGINAL): <p><a id="link2HCH0022">

Line 522 (FINAL)   : <p>“You see, we who live in the Smiling Pool love it dearly, and we don't want to have to leave it, but if the water can't flow down the Laughing Brook, there can't be any Smiling Pool, and so we will have to move to the Big River,” concluded Jerry Muskrat. “That’s why I tried to mess up your dam.”</p>

-----

Line 523 (ORIGINAL): <!--  H2 anchor --> </a></p>

Line 523 (FINAL)   : <p>There was a spark in Paddy the Beaver's eyes as he responded, “Well, now that you've realized you can't do that because I'm bigger than you and can stop you, what are you going to do about it?”</p>

-----

Line 524 (ORIGINAL): <div style="height: 4em;">

Line 524 (FINAL)   : <p>“I don’t know,” said Jerry Muskrat sadly. “I don’t see what we can do about it. Sure, you’re big and strong and can do whatever you want, but it doesn’t seem fair that we, who have lived here for so long, have to move away from everything we love just because you, a stranger, want to live here. I have an idea!” Jerry’s eyes sparkled as a new thought struck him. “Why don’t you come down and live in the Smiling Pool with us? I’m sure there’s enough room!”</p>

-----

Line 525 (ORIGINAL): <br/><br/><br/><br/>

Line 525 (FINAL)   : <p>Paddy the Beaver shook his head. “No,” he said, and Jerry's heart sank. “I can’t do that because there isn’t any of the food I eat down there. Plus, I wouldn’t feel safe at the Smiling Pool. You see, I always live in the woods. No, I just couldn’t move down to the Smiling Pool. But I’m really sorry that I’ve made you worry so much, Cousin Jerry, and I’m going to show you. Now you just sit right here until I get back.”</p>

-----

Line 526 (ORIGINAL): </div>

Line 526 (FINAL)   : <p>Before Jerry knew what he was about to do, Paddy the Beaver dove into the pond, and as he disappeared, his big tail hit the water with such a splash that it startled Jerry. Then, there was a big commotion underwater. In a few minutes, a stick popped up, then another and another, and the water got so murky that Jerry couldn't see what was happening. Paddy was gone for a long time. Jerry wondered how he could stay underwater for so long without air. All the while, Paddy was just messing with him. He would come up to the surface, poke his nose out, nothing more, fill his lungs with fresh air, and go back down again.</p>

-----

Line 527 (ORIGINAL): <h2>

Line 527 (FINAL)   : <p>Suddenly, Jerry Muskrat heard a sound that made him perk up his funny little short ears and turn around to see over the other side of the dam into the Laughing Brook. What do you think that sound was? It was the sound of rushing water, the sweetest sound Jerry had heard in a long time. There was a big hole in the dam, and the brook was already starting to laugh as the water flowed down it.</p>

-----

Line 528 (ORIGINAL):       CHAPTER XXII: Jerry Loses His Fear

Line 528 (FINAL)   : <p>“How do you like that, Cousin Jerry?” said a voice right in his ear. Paddy the Beaver had climbed up beside him, and his eyes were sparkling.</p>

-----

Line 529 (ORIGINAL):     </h2>

Line 529 (FINAL)   : <p>“It—it's amazing!” cried Jerry. “But—but you’ve ruined your dam!”</p>

-----

Line 530 (ORIGINAL): <pre>

Line 530 (FINAL)   : <p>“Oh, that's fine,” Paddy replied. “I didn't really want it right now, anyway. I don't usually build dams this time of year, and I made this one just for fun because it seemed like a great spot. You see, I was passing through and thought it was such a nice place that I decided to stick around for a bit. I didn’t know anything about the Smiling Pool, you know. Now, I guess I’ll have to move on and find a place where I can create a pond in the fall that won’t bother anyone else. You see, I don’t like being bothered myself, so I don’t want to bother others. This Green Forest is a really nice place.”</p>

-----

Line 531 (ORIGINAL):  “Oh, tell me, you and you and you,

Line 531 (FINAL)   : <p>“The best place in the whole world, aside from the Green Meadows and the Smiling Pool!” Jerry replied quickly. “Will you stay, Cousin Paddy? I’m sure we’d all love to have you here.”</p>

-----

Line 532 (ORIGINAL):    If it may hap you've ever heard

Line 532 (FINAL)   : <p>“Of course we would,” said a rough voice right next to them. It was Grandfather Frog.</p>

-----

Line 533 (ORIGINAL):   Of all that wond'rous is and great

Line 533 (FINAL)   : <p>Paddy the Beaver looked contemplative. “Maybe I will,” he said, “if I can find some good hiding spots in the Laughing Brook.”</p>

-----

Line 534 (ORIGINAL):    The greatest is the spoken word?”

Line 534 (FINAL)   : <p><a id="link2HCH0024">

-----

Line 535 (ORIGINAL):  </pre>

Line 535 (FINAL)   : <!--  H2 anchor --> </a></p>

-----

Line 536 (ORIGINAL): <p>It's true. It’s the truest thing ever. If you don’t believe it, just ask Jerry Muskrat. He’ll tell you it’s true, and Jerry knows. You see, here’s the deal: Words are more than just sounds. Oh, absolutely! They are little messengers, and once they’ve been sent out, you can’t take them back. No way, you can’t take them back, and sometimes that’s really sad because—well, these little messengers always carry something to someone else, and that something might be anger, hate, fear, or a lie, and those are the things that cause most of the trouble in this world. Or that something could be love, sympathy, helpfulness, or kindness, and those are the things that really help solve most of the troubles in this world.</p>

Line 536 (FINAL)   : <div style="height: 4em;">

-----

Line 537 (ORIGINAL): <p>Just take the ease of Jerry Muskrat. There he sat on the new dam that had created the unusual pond in the Green Forest, shaking with fear until his teeth chattered, as he watched a stranger much bigger than him climb up on the dam. Jerry was scared because he had seen that the stranger could swim just as well as he could, and since Jerry didn’t have any secret burrows there, he realized he couldn't escape the stranger if he wanted to. Somehow, Jerry knew without being told that the stranger had built the dam, and you know Jerry had twice made a hole in the dam to let the water out of the unusual pond into the Laughing Brook. Jerry felt deep down that if he had built that dam, he would be very, very angry with anyone who tried to mess it up, and that's exactly what he had tried to do. So he sat with chattering teeth, too scared to even think about running.</p>

Line 537 (FINAL)   : <br/><br/><br/><br/>

-----

Line 538 (ORIGINAL): <p>“I wish I had let someone else take the watch,” said Jerry to himself.</p>

Line 538 (FINAL)   : </div>

-----

Line 539 (ORIGINAL): <p>Then the big stranger spoke. He said, “Hey, Jerry Muskrat! Don’t you recognize me?” and his voice didn’t sound angry at all. Then he told Jerry that he was his big cousin, Paddy the Beaver, and he hoped they could be friends.</p>

Line 539 (FINAL)   : <h2>

-----

Line 540 (ORIGINAL): <p>Now everything was just as it had been before—the strange pond, the dam, Jerry himself, the big stranger, and the black shadows of the night—but somehow, everything felt different, all because a few kind words had been exchanged. A huge weight had lifted from Jerry's heart, replaced by a strong hope that maybe there wouldn't be any trouble after all. So he responded to Paddy the Beaver as politely as he could. Paddy was just as courteous, and before Jerry knew it, instead of being enemies, as he had always thought would happen when he found the builder of the dam, they were becoming the best of friends, all because Paddy the Beaver had said the right thing in the right way.</p>

Line 540 (FINAL)   :       CHAPTER XXIV: A Merry Home-Going

-----

Line 541 (ORIGINAL): <p>“But you still haven't explained why you made those holes in my dam, Cousin Jerry,” Paddy the Beaver finally said.</p>

Line 541 (FINAL)   :     </h2>

-----

Line 542 (ORIGINAL): <p>Jerry didn’t know what to say. He was really happy with his big new cousin, but he didn’t want to hurt his feelings by saying he thought that dam shouldn’t be across the Laughing Brook. At the same time, he wanted Paddy to understand how he had ruined the Laughing Brook and the Smiling Pool. Finally, he decided to tell the whole story.</p>

Line 542 (FINAL)   : <pre>“The Laughing Brook is cheerful  

-----

Line 543 (ORIGINAL): <p><a id="link2HCH0023">

Line 543 (FINAL)   :   And so am I,” shouted Jerry.  

-----

Line 544 (ORIGINAL): <!--  H2 anchor --> </a></p>

Line 544 (FINAL)   :   Grandfather Frog said he was as well.  

-----

Line 545 (ORIGINAL): <div style="height: 4em;">

Line 545 (FINAL)   :   And Spotty was, the others realized.</pre>

-----

Line 546 (ORIGINAL): <br/><br/><br/><br/>

Line 546 (FINAL)   : <p>The trees sat in soggy ground where not long ago there had been the unusual pond in the Green Forest, the pond created by Paddy the Beaver's dam. In the dam was a big hole made by Paddy himself.</p>

-----

Line 547 (ORIGINAL): </div>

Line 547 (FINAL)   : <p>Through the Green Forest echoed the laughter of the Laughing Brook, as the water flowed deeply between its banks once again. In the hearts of Grandfather Frog, Jerry Muskrat, and Spotty the Turtle, there was laughter too, because the Smiling Pool would smile again, allowing them to return home in peace and happiness. And there was one more who laughed. Who was it? It was Paddy the Beaver, of course, and his laughter was the best of all, for it came from having brought happiness to others.</p>

-----

Line 548 (ORIGINAL): <h2>

Line 548 (FINAL)   : <p>“You managed to get to the dam before me, but you won’t beat me back to the Smiling Pool,” shouted Jerry Muskrat at Spotty the Turtle.</p>

-----

Line 549 (ORIGINAL):       CHAPTER XXIII: Paddy The Beaver Does A Kind Deed

Line 549 (FINAL)   : <p>Spotty laughed cheerfully. “You'd better not stop to eat, play, or sleep on the way then,” he said, “because I’ll keep going the whole time. I've found that's the only way to get anywhere.”</p>

-----

Line 550 (ORIGINAL):     </h2>

Line 550 (FINAL)   : <p>“Let’s all go down together,” said Grandfather Frog. “We can help each other through the tough spots.”</p>

-----

Line 551 (ORIGINAL): <p>Paddy the Beaver listened to everything his little cousin, Jerry Muskrat, had to say about the trouble that Paddy's dam had caused in the Laughing Brook and the Smiling Pool.</p>

Line 551 (FINAL)   : <p>Jerry Muskrat laughed so hard he had to hold his sides at the idea of Grandfather Frog or Spotty the Turtle being able to help him, but he was really good-natured, so he agreed that they should all go down together. Paddy the Beaver said he would go too, so off the four of them went, with Jerry Muskrat and Paddy the Beaver swimming side by side, and behind them, Grandfather Frog and Spotty the Turtle.</p>

-----

Line 552 (ORIGINAL): <p>“You see, we who live in the Smiling Pool love it dearly, and we don't want to have to leave it, but if the water can't flow down the Laughing Brook, there can't be any Smiling Pool, and so we will have to move to the Big River,” concluded Jerry Muskrat. “That’s why I tried to mess up your dam.”</p>

Line 552 (FINAL)   : <p>Now Spotty the Turtle is a very slow traveler on land, but in the water, Spotty isn’t slow at all. In fact, it didn’t take long for Grandfather Frog to realize he couldn’t keep up. You see, while he’s a great diver and can swim fast for a short distance, he gets tired quickly. Soon he was puffing and blowing, falling further and further behind. Eventually, Spotty the Turtle looked back. There was Grandfather Frog tumbling headfirst over a little waterfall. He surfaced, choking and gasping, kicking his long legs weakly. Spotty climbed out on a rock and waited. He helped Grandfather Frog beside him, and once Grandfather Frog caught his breath, you won’t believe what Spotty did! He took Grandfather Frog right on his back and continued on.</p>

-----

Line 553 (ORIGINAL): <p>There was a spark in Paddy the Beaver's eyes as he responded, “Well, now that you've realized you can't do that because I'm bigger than you and can stop you, what are you going to do about it?”</p>

Line 553 (FINAL)   : <p>Now Jerry Muskrat and Paddy the Beaver, being excellent swimmers, quickly disappeared from view. Suddenly, Jerry remembered that they had agreed to return together, and he felt a twinge of guilt when he looked for Grandfather Frog and Spotty the Turtle but couldn’t see either of them. So, he and Paddy sat down to wait. After what felt like a long time, they noticed something strange floating in the water.</p>

-----

Line 554 (ORIGINAL): <p>“I don’t know,” said Jerry Muskrat sadly. “I don’t see what we can do about it. Sure, you’re big and strong and can do whatever you want, but it doesn’t seem fair that we, who have lived here for so long, have to move away from everything we love just because you, a stranger, want to live here. I have an idea!” Jerry’s eyes sparkled as a new thought struck him. “Why don’t you come down and live in the Smiling Pool with us? I’m sure there’s enough room!”</p>

Line 554 (FINAL)   : <p>“It's Grandfather Frog,” shouted Paddy the Beaver.</p>

-----

Line 555 (ORIGINAL): <p>Paddy the Beaver shook his head. “No,” he said, and Jerry's heart sank. “I can’t do that because there isn’t any of the food I eat down there. Plus, I wouldn’t feel safe at the Smiling Pool. You see, I always live in the woods. No, I just couldn’t move down to the Smiling Pool. But I’m really sorry that I’ve made you worry so much, Cousin Jerry, and I’m going to show you. Now you just sit right here until I get back.”</p>

Line 555 (FINAL)   : <p>“No, it’s Spotty the Turtle,” Jerry Muskrat said.</p>

-----

Line 556 (ORIGINAL): <p>Before Jerry knew what he was about to do, Paddy the Beaver dove into the pond, and as he disappeared, his big tail hit the water with such a splash that it startled Jerry. Then, there was a big commotion underwater. In a few minutes, a stick popped up, then another and another, and the water got so murky that Jerry couldn't see what was happening. Paddy was gone for a long time. Jerry wondered how he could stay underwater for so long without air. All the while, Paddy was just messing with him. He would come up to the surface, poke his nose out, nothing more, fill his lungs with fresh air, and go back down again.</p>

Line 556 (FINAL)   : <p>“It's both,” Paddy replied, starting to laugh.</p>

-----

Line 557 (ORIGINAL): <p>Suddenly, Jerry Muskrat heard a sound that made him perk up his funny little short ears and turn around to see over the other side of the dam into the Laughing Brook. What do you think that sound was? It was the sound of rushing water, the sweetest sound Jerry had heard in a long time. There was a big hole in the dam, and the brook was already starting to laugh as the water flowed down it.</p>

Line 557 (FINAL)   : <p>Just then, Spotty fell over another waterfall he hadn’t noticed, and of course, Grandfather Frog went with him and lost his grip on Spotty's back.</p>

-----

Line 558 (ORIGINAL): <p>“How do you like that, Cousin Jerry?” said a voice right in his ear. Paddy the Beaver had climbed up beside him, and his eyes were sparkling.</p>

Line 558 (FINAL)   : <p>“I have an idea!” shouted Paddy.</p>

-----

Line 559 (ORIGINAL): <p>“It—it's amazing!” cried Jerry. “But—but you’ve ruined your dam!”</p>

Line 559 (FINAL)   : <p>“What is it?” asked Jerry.</p>

-----

Line 560 (ORIGINAL): <p>“Oh, that's fine,” Paddy replied. “I didn't really want it right now, anyway. I don't usually build dams this time of year, and I made this one just for fun because it seemed like a great spot. You see, I was passing through and thought it was such a nice place that I decided to stick around for a bit. I didn’t know anything about the Smiling Pool, you know. Now, I guess I’ll have to move on and find a place where I can create a pond in the fall that won’t bother anyone else. You see, I don’t like being bothered myself, so I don’t want to bother others. This Green Forest is a really nice place.”</p>

Line 560 (FINAL)   : <p>“Why, Grandfather Frog can ride on my flat tail,” Paddy replied, “and then we'll go slowly enough for Spotty to keep up with us.”</p>

-----

Line 561 (ORIGINAL): <p>“The best place in the whole world, aside from the Green Meadows and the Smiling Pool!” Jerry replied quickly. “Will you stay, Cousin Paddy? I’m sure we’d all love to have you here.”</p>

Line 561 (FINAL)   : <p>And so it was that just as the first moonlight touched the Smiling Pool, out of the Laughing Brook swam the happiest group anyone had ever seen.</p>

-----

Line 562 (ORIGINAL): <p>“Of course we would,” said a rough voice right next to them. It was Grandfather Frog.</p>

Line 562 (FINAL)   : <p>“Chugarum!” said Grandfather Frog. “It’s great to be home, but I’d probably travel a lot if I could use Paddy the Beaver’s tail as a boat.”</p>

-----

Line 563 (ORIGINAL): <p>Paddy the Beaver looked contemplative. “Maybe I will,” he said, “if I can find some good hiding spots in the Laughing Brook.”</p>

Line 563 (FINAL)   : <p><a id="link2HCH0025">

-----

Line 564 (ORIGINAL): <p><a id="link2HCH0024">

Line 564 (FINAL)   : <!--  H2 anchor --> </a></p>

-----

Line 565 (ORIGINAL): <!--  H2 anchor --> </a></p>

Line 565 (FINAL)   : <div style="height: 4em;">

-----

Line 566 (ORIGINAL): <div style="height: 4em;">

Line 566 (FINAL)   : <br/><br/><br/><br/>

-----

Line 567 (ORIGINAL): <br/><br/><br/><br/>

Line 567 (FINAL)   : </div>

-----

Line 568 (ORIGINAL): </div>

Line 568 (FINAL)   : <h2>

-----

Line 569 (ORIGINAL): <h2>

Line 569 (FINAL)   :       CHAPTER XXV: Paddy The Beaver Decides To Stay

-----

Line 570 (ORIGINAL):       CHAPTER XXIV: A Merry Home-Going

Line 570 (FINAL)   :     </h2>

-----

Line 571 (ORIGINAL):     </h2>

Line 571 (FINAL)   : <pre>“The beautiful Green Meadows stretch out far and wide,  

-----

Line 572 (ORIGINAL): <pre>

Line 572 (FINAL)   :   The Smiling Pool and Laughing Brook—  

-----

Line 573 (ORIGINAL):  “The Laughing Brook is merry

Line 573 (FINAL)   :   They fill our hearts with happiness and pride;  

-----

Line 574 (ORIGINAL):   And so am I,” cried Jerry.

Line 574 (FINAL)   :   We cherish every secret spot.”  </pre>

-----

Line 575 (ORIGINAL):   Grandfather Frog said he was too.

Line 575 (FINAL)   : <p>So said Jerry Muskrat as he climbed up on the Big Rock in the middle of the Smiling Pool, with Paddy the Beaver beside him, and watched the lovely Smiling Pool sparkling and smiling in the moonlight, just like he had so often seen it before the big trouble had happened.</p>

-----

Line 576 (ORIGINAL):   And Spotty was, the others knew.

Line 576 (FINAL)   : <p>“Chugarum!” said Grandfather Frog in his deep voice from the bulrushes. “You never realize how great your blessings are until they’re lost and then found again.”</p>

-----

Line 577 (ORIGINAL): </pre>

Line 577 (FINAL)   : <p>The bulrushes swayed, almost as if they were pondering this too. Their feet were once again in the cool water. Paddy the Beaver seemed to get how everyone was feeling, and he smiled to himself as he watched how happy his new friends were.</p>

-----

Line 578 (ORIGINAL): <p>The trees sat in soggy ground where not long ago there had been the unusual pond in the Green Forest, the pond created by Paddy the Beaver's dam. In the dam was a big hole made by Paddy himself.</p>

Line 578 (FINAL)   : <p>“It’s really a nice place here, and I can see why you wouldn’t want to leave,” he said. “I’m sorry for all the trouble and worry I caused, but you have to understand, I just didn’t know.”</p>

-----

Line 579 (ORIGINAL): <p>Through the Green Forest echoed the laughter of the Laughing Brook, as the water flowed deeply between its banks once again. In the hearts of Grandfather Frog, Jerry Muskrat, and Spotty the Turtle, there was laughter too, because the Smiling Pool would smile again, allowing them to return home in peace and happiness. And there was one more who laughed. Who was it? It was Paddy the Beaver, of course, and his laughter was the best of all, for it came from having brought happiness to others.</p>

Line 579 (FINAL)   : <p>“Oh, that’s fine,” replied Jerry Muskrat, who was now really proud of his big cousin. “I hope that now you see how great it is, you’ll stay and make your home here.”</p>

-----

Line 580 (ORIGINAL): <p>“You managed to get to the dam before me, but you won’t beat me back to the Smiling Pool,” shouted Jerry Muskrat at Spotty the Turtle.</p>

Line 580 (FINAL)   : <p>Paddy the Beaver looked back at the large black shadow he recognized as the Green Forest. Far in the middle of it, he heard Hooty the Owl's hunting call. Then he gazed out over the Green Meadows, and from way on the far side, he heard Reddy Fox bark, which was replied to by Bowser the Hound's deep voice from Farmer Brown's dooryard. For some reason, that last sound made Paddy the Beaver shiver a bit, just like Hooty the Owl's voice made the smaller creatures of the Green Forest and the Green Meadows shudder when they heard it. Paddy wasn’t afraid of Hooty or Reddy Fox, but Bowser's booming voice was new to him, and for some reason, it frightened him. You see, the Green Meadows felt so strange and open that he didn't feel at home at all, as he truly loved the heart of the Green Forest.</p>

-----

Line 581 (ORIGINAL): <p>Spotty laughed cheerfully. “You'd better not stop to eat, play, or sleep on the way then,” he said, “because I’ll keep going the whole time. I've found that's the only way to get anywhere.”</p>

Line 581 (FINAL)   : <p>“No,” said Paddy the Beaver, “I definitely can't live here in the Smiling Pool. It’s a nice pool, but it wouldn't work for me at all, Cousin Jerry. I wouldn’t feel safe here for even a minute. Plus, there’s nothing to eat around here.”</p>

-----

Line 582 (ORIGINAL): <p>“Let’s all go down together,” said Grandfather Frog. “We can help each other through the tough spots.”</p>

Line 582 (FINAL)   : <p>“Oh, yes, there is,” Jerry Muskrat interrupted. “There are lily roots and the best fresh-water clams and—”</p>

-----

Line 583 (ORIGINAL): <p>Jerry Muskrat laughed so hard he had to hold his sides at the idea of Grandfather Frog or Spotty the Turtle being able to help him, but he was really good-natured, so he agreed that they should all go down together. Paddy the Beaver said he would go too, so off the four of them went, with Jerry Muskrat and Paddy the Beaver swimming side by side, and behind them, Grandfather Frog and Spotty the Turtle.</p>

Line 583 (FINAL)   : <p>“But there are no trees,” said Paddy the Beaver, “and you know I need trees.”</p>

-----

Line 584 (ORIGINAL): <p>Now Spotty the Turtle is a very slow traveler on land, but in the water, Spotty isn’t slow at all. In fact, it didn’t take long for Grandfather Frog to realize he couldn’t keep up. You see, while he’s a great diver and can swim fast for a short distance, he gets tired quickly. Soon he was puffing and blowing, falling further and further behind. Eventually, Spotty the Turtle looked back. There was Grandfather Frog tumbling headfirst over a little waterfall. He surfaced, choking and gasping, kicking his long legs weakly. Spotty climbed out on a rock and waited. He helped Grandfather Frog beside him, and once Grandfather Frog caught his breath, you won’t believe what Spotty did! He took Grandfather Frog right on his back and continued on.</p>

Line 584 (FINAL)   : <p>Jerry stared at Paddy like he couldn't comprehend. “Do—do you eat trees?” he finally asked.</p>

-----

Line 585 (ORIGINAL): <p>Now Jerry Muskrat and Paddy the Beaver, being excellent swimmers, quickly disappeared from view. Suddenly, Jerry remembered that they had agreed to return together, and he felt a twinge of guilt when he looked for Grandfather Frog and Spotty the Turtle but couldn’t see either of them. So, he and Paddy sat down to wait. After what felt like a long time, they noticed something strange floating in the water.</p>

Line 585 (FINAL)   : <p>Paddy laughed. “Just the bark,” he said, “and I need a lot of it.”</p>

-----

Line 586 (ORIGINAL): <p>“It's Grandfather Frog,” shouted Paddy the Beaver.</p>

Line 586 (FINAL)   : <p>Jerry looked just as disappointed as he felt. “Of course you can't stay then,” he said, “and—I thought we would have such a great time together.”</p>

-----

Line 587 (ORIGINAL): <p>“No, it’s Spotty the Turtle,” Jerry Muskrat said.</p>

Line 587 (FINAL)   : <p>Paddy's eyes sparkled. “Maybe we will,” he said. “You see, I've almost decided to stick around the Laughing Brook in the Green Forest for a bit, and you can come visit me there. On our way down, I spotted a really nice hole in the bank that I think would make a great home for me for now, and you can come up to see me. But if I do stay, you, Grandfather Frog, and Spotty the Turtle have to keep it a secret. No one can know I'm there. Will you?”</p>

-----

Line 588 (ORIGINAL): <p>“It's both,” Paddy replied, starting to laugh.</p>

Line 588 (FINAL)   : <p>“Of course we will!” shouted Jerry Muskrat, Grandfather Frog, and Spotty the Turtle together.</p>

-----

Line 589 (ORIGINAL): <p>Just then, Spotty fell over another waterfall he hadn’t noticed, and of course, Grandfather Frog went with him and lost his grip on Spotty's back.</p>

Line 589 (FINAL)   : <p>“Then I’ll stay,” said Paddy the Beaver, jumping into the Smiling Pool with a big splash.</p>

-----

Line 590 (ORIGINAL): <p>“I have an idea!” shouted Paddy.</p>

Line 590 (FINAL)   : <p>And so one of Jerry Muskrat's greatest adventures ended with him finding his biggest cousin, Paddy the Beaver. Jerry has a lot of cousins, and one of them lives in the Green Meadows not far from the Smiling Pool. His name is Danny Meadow Mouse, and Danny is always having adventures too. He has them every day. In the next book, you'll get to hear about some of these if you want to read about them.</p>

-----

Line 591 (ORIGINAL): <p>“What is it?” asked Jerry.</p>

Line 591 (FINAL)   : <p><br/><br/><br/><br/></p>

-----

Line 592 (ORIGINAL): <p>“Why, Grandfather Frog can ride on my flat tail,” Paddy replied, “and then we'll go slowly enough for Spotty to keep up with us.”</p>

Line 592 (FINAL)   : <pre></pre><section class="pg-boilerplate pgheader" id="pg-footer" lang="en">

-----

Line 593 (ORIGINAL): <p>And so it was that just as the first moonlight touched the Smiling Pool, out of the Laughing Brook swam the happiest group anyone had ever seen.</p>

Line 593 (FINAL)   : </section></body>

-----

Line 594 (ORIGINAL): <p>“Chugarum!” said Grandfather Frog. “It’s great to be home, but I’d probably travel a lot if I could use Paddy the Beaver’s tail as a boat.”</p>

Line 594 (FINAL)   : </html>

-----

Line 595 (ORIGINAL): <p><a id="link2HCH0025">

Line 595 (FINAL)   : 

-----

Line 596 (ORIGINAL): <!--  H2 anchor --> </a></p>

Line 596 (FINAL)   : 

-----

Line 597 (ORIGINAL): <div style="height: 4em;">

Line 597 (FINAL)   : 

-----

Line 598 (ORIGINAL): <br/><br/><br/><br/>

Line 598 (FINAL)   : 

-----

Line 599 (ORIGINAL): </div>

Line 599 (FINAL)   : 

-----

Line 600 (ORIGINAL): <h2>

Line 600 (FINAL)   : 

-----

Line 601 (ORIGINAL):       CHAPTER XXV: Paddy The Beaver Decides To Stay

Line 601 (FINAL)   : 

-----

Line 602 (ORIGINAL):     </h2>

Line 602 (FINAL)   : 

-----

Line 603 (ORIGINAL): <pre>

Line 603 (FINAL)   : 

-----

Line 604 (ORIGINAL):  “The fair Green Meadows spreading wide,

Line 604 (FINAL)   : 

-----

Line 605 (ORIGINAL):   The Smiling Pool and Laughing Brook—

Line 605 (FINAL)   : 

-----

Line 606 (ORIGINAL):   They fill our hearts with joy and pride;

Line 606 (FINAL)   : 

-----

Line 607 (ORIGINAL):   We love their every hidden nook.”

Line 607 (FINAL)   : 

-----

Line 608 (ORIGINAL):  </pre>

Line 608 (FINAL)   : 

-----

Line 609 (ORIGINAL): <p>So said Jerry Muskrat as he climbed up on the Big Rock in the middle of the Smiling Pool, with Paddy the Beaver beside him, and watched the lovely Smiling Pool sparkling and smiling in the moonlight, just like he had so often seen it before the big trouble had happened.</p>

Line 609 (FINAL)   : 

-----

Line 610 (ORIGINAL): <p>“Chugarum!” said Grandfather Frog in his deep voice from the bulrushes. “You never realize how great your blessings are until they’re lost and then found again.”</p>

Line 610 (FINAL)   : 

-----

Line 611 (ORIGINAL): <p>The bulrushes swayed, almost as if they were pondering this too. Their feet were once again in the cool water. Paddy the Beaver seemed to get how everyone was feeling, and he smiled to himself as he watched how happy his new friends were.</p>

Line 611 (FINAL)   : 

-----

Line 612 (ORIGINAL): <p>“It’s really a nice place here, and I can see why you wouldn’t want to leave,” he said. “I’m sorry for all the trouble and worry I caused, but you have to understand, I just didn’t know.”</p>

Line 612 (FINAL)   : 

-----

Line 613 (ORIGINAL): <p>“Oh, that’s fine,” replied Jerry Muskrat, who was now really proud of his big cousin. “I hope that now you see how great it is, you’ll stay and make your home here.”</p>

Line 613 (FINAL)   : 

-----

Line 614 (ORIGINAL): <p>Paddy the Beaver looked back at the large black shadow he recognized as the Green Forest. Far in the middle of it, he heard Hooty the Owl's hunting call. Then he gazed out over the Green Meadows, and from way on the far side, he heard Reddy Fox bark, which was replied to by Bowser the Hound's deep voice from Farmer Brown's dooryard. For some reason, that last sound made Paddy the Beaver shiver a bit, just like Hooty the Owl's voice made the smaller creatures of the Green Forest an